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ORDER XXIII. LEOUMINOSAE {continued) 

Sub-Oedeb II. CAESALPINIEAE 

W Linn.; 2. Pom™, W; 3. ACEOOiMus, 

W mdA.; 4. HA3Dwlon4,Eozb.,- 5. Saeaca, Linn. ; 6. Amheesma, Wall. ; 

. TamarihduSj Linn.; 8. Cassia, Linn.; 9. Batthiota, Linn. 


1. CAESALPINIA, Linn. 

Species 1. C. 8appan,Umi.- 2. C.digyna, Rottl.; 3. C. Coriaria, WiUd 

1. taesalpmia Sappan, Linn. Sappan wood. 

A small tree or shrub, the wood of which yields a red dye. It is believed 
to be wild in the Shan hills, and is cultivated in India and Burma 

2. Caesalpinia digyna, Rottl. Vem. SunlettU, Burm. 

A thorny scandent shrub whose pods, commercially known as tari pods 
are very rich in tannin. It is found wild in many parts of Burma and Assam 
as well as in Bengal, occurring on waste lands and in hedgerows, chiefly near 
villages; It Refers well-drained ground with sandy soil and avoids badlv- 
^ained localities. The seeds are very hard and germination is difficult. 

?■ prolonged soaking had no effect, but by cuttin<^ 

through the outer impervious layer of the seed-coat with a minute cut 
germination was readily induced : Mr. W. A. Robertson informs me that in 
Burma germination is induced by filing through the testa. At Dehra Dun it 
was found that germination took place almost at once, without any harm to 
the seed, by soaking the seed in hot water and then removing the softked testa. 

3. Caesalpmia Coriaria, Willd. Divi-divi, American sumach. 

A smaU tree of the West Indies, cultivated, chiefly in southern India, for 
the sake oi its pods, which give a valuable tanning material. It grows well 
m ower urma, bearing pods in quantity ; some years ago there was a small 
experimental plantation at Tharrawaddy, in which the trees bore pods in 
abundance. It prefers well-drained ground, becoming stunted on stiff soil ■ 

in the Tharrawaddy plantation there was a marked difference where the soil 
became clayey. 

2. POINCIANA, Linn. 

Species 1. P. reg'm, Bojer; 2. P. ekito, Linn. 

1. Poinciana regia, Bojer. Gold mohur. 

A native of Madagascar ; largely grown for ornament in the warmer and 
moister parts of India and Burma. It is almost evergreen, and has a broad 
spreading crown of feathery foliage, large flaming red flowers which appear 
chiefly in April and May, and broad flat pods 1 to 2 ft. long, which ripen in 
the rainy season and remain long on the tree. It is usuaUy grown from seed, 
but can also be raised from cuttings. It is fast growing, and has spreading 
superficial roots which kill out other plants. Its shallow root-system renders 
it liable to be blown down during storms. 

^ Gardens Bdletin, Fed. Malay States, vol. i, No. 0, 1913, p. 193.^^ 
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2. Poiiiciana elataj Linn. White gold niohnr. ^ , 

A small practically evergreen tree with feathery foliage and handsome 
yellowish white flowers which turn orange as they fade ; the flowers appear 
in the hot “season or early rains. Wild, possibly indigenous, in the Barde hills 
in Porbunder state, Kathiawar ; probably not wild elsewhere in India. The 
tree is capable of growing on poor dry soil, and in the Barde hills it grows 
in the crevices of trap and basalt rocks, Avhere however it is stunted. It is 
often cultivated for ornament. It grows fast and is easily raised from seed. 

3. ACROCARPUS, W. and A. 

Aerocarpus fraxinifolius, Wight. Vern. Mandania, Nep. ; Handige, 
havaUge, Kan. ; Malaikonnai, Tam. ; Balanji, Coorg ; Yetama, mayahnin, 
Burm. 

A very large deciduous tree, usually with large buttresses at the base. 
Leaves bipinnate, with three or four pairs of pinnae each about a foot long : 
the young leaves are bright red. Bark thin, light grey. Heartwood light red, 
moderately hard, used for shingles, tea-boxes, furniture, and building. The 
tree is one of the largest in India. Colonel Beddome mentions that in southern 
India he has seen trees fully 200 ft. high and 150 ft. to the first branch ; ^ he 
records a tree 27 ft. in girth above buttresses. Mr. Gamble states that Sir D. 
Brandis in his company measured a tree at Dalingkot in the Sikkim Himalaya 
181 ft. high and 110 ft. to the. first branch. 

Distbibutiox and habitat. The natural habitat of the tree is in the 
evergreen forests of the Western Ghats, chiefiy on hill slopes up to 4,000 ft., 
Sikkim, ascending to 4,000 ft., Duars, Assam, Chittagong, and Burma. It is 
a tree of the regions of heavy rainfall, but Mr. Tireman mentions that in 
Coorg it has been cultivated for shade over coffee as far east as the 70 in. 
rainfall zone. 

Plowering, eruiting, and silvicultural characters. In southern 
India the flowers appear from November to January, when the tree is leafless. 
The fruits ripen from April to June. The tree is easily raised from seed, some 
of which germinates within a week, while some may lie dormant for as long 
as a year before germinating. Bourdillon notes that it reproduces well and 
the growth is fast. It is sensitive to frost. It is somewhat light-demanding, 
though capable of standing some shade in youth. 

Germination (Fig. 137, 6--/). Epigeous. The radicle emerges from one 
end of the seed ; the hypocotyl elongates and carries above ground the coty- 
ledons enclosed in the testa, which soon falls off with the expansion of the 
cotyledons. 

The SEEDLING (Fig. 137). 

Roots: primary root moderately long, terete, tapering, wiry, flexuose : 
lateral roots moderate in number and length, fibrous. Hypocotyl distinct 
from root, 1*1-1 -8 in. long, terete or slightly compressed, glabrous or minutely 
pubescent in the upper part. Cotyledons sessile, foliaceous, somewhat fleshy, 
0*4-0*7 in. by 0-3-0-4 in., elliptical or oblong, entire, glabrous, apex and base 
rounded. Stem erect, woody, yellow to rusty tomentose, particularly in the 
younger parts ; internodes 0*2-1 in. long." compound, 

paripinnate, first 1-3 leaves with 3 pairs of leaflets, the number increasing to 

1 Ind. Forester, h (1876), p. 196. 
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6 pairs by the end of the first season. Stipules minute, yellow tomentose. 
Rachis 1 in. (in the earliest leaves) to 5 in. long, yellow or rusty tonientose, 

terminating in a fine bristle. Leaflets opposite, with petioles up 0^05 in. 
long, larger towards apex than at base of leaf, those of earlier leaves 0-2--1 in. 
by 0-l~0*5 in., those of later leaves 0*4-2 in. by 0-2-0-8 in., ovate, acute or 
acuminate, base rounded or acute, entire, finely pubescent to glabrescent, 
lateral veins up to eight pairs. 

Rate oe growth. Mr. Tireman recorded in 1916 the measurements of 
thirty-seven young trees in an abandoned coffee estate at Mercara, Coorg. 
These trees were raised from seedlings about a foot high collected in the forest 
and planted in 1908, and at the time of measurement were therefore about 
eight or possibly nine years old from seed. The plants had received practically 
no attention since they were planted. In 1916 their height varied from 7 to 
24 ft. and averaged 15 ft., while their girth varied from 4*5 to 31 in. and 
averaged 10-9 in. 

4. HARDWICKIA, Roxb. 

Species 1. H. binata, Roxb.; 2. H, pinnata, Roxb. 

1. Hardwickia Mnata, Roxb. Vern. Anjan, Hind., Mar. *, Kamm, karachi, 
Kan. ; Acha, Tam. ; Tepi, naryepi, yapa, Tel. 

A moderate-sized to large tree, leafless for a short time or nearly evergreen, 
with graceful drooping slender branchlets and greyish green coriaceous bi- 
foliate leaves, the leaflets 1-2-5 in. by 0*5-1 *2 in. ; OTO'^cmm^in early life, 
becoming broad^ ^ afterwa rds . Bark of saplings almost silvery white and 
smooth, graduaU^'cha^^ as the tree gets older to dark grey and rough with 
irregular vertical cracks, 0*5-1 in. thick, exfoliating in narrow flakes. In 
isolated situations or on pioor sallow soils the tree tends to branch low down 
and produce a short bole, but when grown in a fairly crowded crop on favour- 
able soil it produces a long straight cylindrical bole with an eleva.ted crown. 

The dimensions vary greatly according to locality. On trap formations, 
characterized by a shallow and somewhat stiff soil, the tree rarely attains 
a height of 60 ft. and "often "^oes not reach a height of more than 30-40 ft. 
with a maximum girth of 3 ft. On>,deeper sandy soil overlying sandstone, 
granite, and other formations it may attain a height of 80-100 Jt. and a girth 
of 6-10 ft., with a clean cylindrical bole 40-50 ft. in length. Haines says 
that in the Kymore hills near the Sone river it reaches a height of 120 ft. 
Mr. E. D. M. Hooper records a tree with a large gnarled trunk 15 ft. in girth 
in the Raja’s garden at Sandur, Bellary district^ Madras. Almost everywhere 
* the trees have been much muijlate d by pollar ding for the sake of fodder, 
manure^or bast fibre, and in most localities the larger trees are old poUards. 
Large trees are very frequently hollow, owing, it is generally held, to former 
damage by fire and mutilaHonran^ possibly also to the repeated dying back 
in the seedling stage producing a centre of infection for subsequent decay. 

The wood is perhaps the hardest and h eaviest in Indi a, the weight 
averaging 82 lb. per cubic foot. The sapwoocl is small and white, the heart- 
wood dark reddish Brown streaked wi^ P^pl.e? p.lpse grainedZvdry durable, 
u?edrioTlbrI3ge andTIiouie construction, agricultural implements, carts, wheel- 
work, &c. The bast fields a strong fibre largely em ploye d for ropes, and the.’ 
branches are much lopped for ^ manu re and cattle-fodder. 
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DiSTBiBUTioisr AND HABITAT. The tree is distributed in isolated blocks 
and patches varying in extent in the drier parts of the Indian Peninsula, 
extending as far north as the Banda district. United Provinces. In Madras 
it occupies well-defined areas in the Godavari, Kistna, Kurnool, Bellary, 
North Arcot, Anantapur, Cuddapah, Nellore, and Salem districts. In Bombay 
it is fairly common in parts of Khandesh and Nasik, and is found scattered 
ill the dry scriA ^orests_^f _ eas ; Talbot says there is a small 

isolated patch in the Ranebennur subdivision of the Dharwar district. In the 
Central Provinces and Berar it occurs in parts of Buldana, Nimar, Hoshang- 
abad, and South Chanda. In Buldana it is found in the Amdari, Geru-Matergaon, 
and Ghatbori reserves and intervening forests oyer an area of about 182 squa re 
miles. It is fairly plentiful in Nimar, and occupies restricted areas in Hoshang- 
abad and South Chanda Jsouth of AllapaUi and in Sironcha), while it has been 
introduced artificially in Nagpur and elsewhere. In Chota Nagpur it is found 
only in Palamau, especially towards the ^gonej ^n the other side of which, in 
the Kymore hills, it is frequent (Haines). It occurs locally in Mysore and 
in some of the Central India states, for example in Indore and Gwalior. 
The remarkably local distribution of the species, which is not altogether 
accounted for by soil and climate, Is somewhat puzzling, and has not yet been 
satisfactorily explained. 

The rock and soil on which the tree grows have a marked influence on its 
growth. In many localities, for example in parts of Nimar and Buldana, in 
Khandesh and Nasik, the underlying r ock is tra p and the soil is usually very 
shallow^ soon merging into hard mu rm m and thence into solid rock. (5n this 
formation it is often remarkably gregarious, forming pure crops of greater or 
less extent where the trees, which are frequently in the pole or sapling stage, 
may grow thickly together. On such ground, however, it never attains the 
large dimensions which it reaches on more porous soils overlying rocks which 
disintegrate more readily than trap. Thus the Beit growth is attained on^^ 
sandstone, .conglomerate^jq^ an overlying soil | 

of sandy loa m or^ what is a very characte jistic soil jo i Hardwickia, a quartzose 
reddish grave lly sand. On such formations the tree frequently attains a large 
size, even though the overlying soil may not be deep, since the taproot has 
a wonderful capacity for making its way through fissures in solid rock. Here, 
however, it is not so characteristically gregarious as it is on trap, for although 
it may form pure crops it is also commonly found scattered among a miscel- 
laneous growth of other species. 

Some examples may be quoted of the occurrence of Hardwichia binata 
mi shallow , s trap rock; In East Khandesh, Bombay, the tree 

is almost pure over considerable areas, particularly on the higher ground with | 

poor shallow soil ; in places it is mixed with teak, laMfolia, Bos- 1 

wellia serrai^i and Acacia Catmlhu, The trees are of comparatively small size, ^ 
attaining their maximum girth, about 4 ft., in the Jamner reserve : mosUof 
the trees are hollow, owing, it is believed^To former fires. In the adjoining 
Nasik district it occurs puie towards the Khandesh border, becoming scarcer 
on proceeding west untiHt disappears and gives place to scrub : the soil is 
poor and s hallow and the trees are of small size. In the Nimar district of the 
Central Provinces HardwicMa binata occupies a considerable portion of the 
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trap areas along the branch of the Satpuras forming the watershed between 
the Kerbudda and the Tapti. Eegarding these trap areas Mr. D. 0. Witt 
states ' On the extreme west we find the^Anjan scattered and fairly plenti- 
fiilj but proceeding east it Incomes less so, until We reach the railway at 
Mandwa, where it practically vanishes, hardly a single tree being found 
throughout the whole of the ridge east of the railway. Isolated Anjan are 
found on Samardes, and it is fairly common at the western extremity of the 
ridge separating Nimar from the Berar plain. It does not grow to any great 
size in these areas. Proceeding to the areas north of the main central ridge, 
we find the low and undulating hills of the Khandwa range fairly stocked with 
Anjan, and to the extreme west of this range, and extending almost up to 
the Xerbudda, we find a peculiar type of Anjan growth, viz. isolated blocks 
of practically pure Anjan in the pole stage, growing closely and thickly together. 
Old mature trees are few and far between, and where found are of small 
dimensions, and have invariably at some time or other in their life been 
pollarded. That the present pole growth is the natural regeneration of a pre- 
viously existing Anjan forest goes without saying, but the manner of its forma- 
tion is a subject of much speculation. . . . The average height of a mature 
' Anjan tree throughout these areas may be put at 40 ft. and its girth at 3 ft.’ 
Fig. 138 shows a sapling crop on trap in the Nimar district. In the Buldana 
district of Bemr Ear dwichia binata predominates over the greater part of the 
trap areas, BoswelUa serrata being its chief companion. The forest is of poor 
quality, the trees having been much hacked and pollarded ; the maximum 
height and girth of the existing trees are 25 ft. and 2 ft. respectively on the 
hill slopes, and 30 ft. and 3 ft. respectively on the better soil of the valleys. • 

Examples of the other geological formations on which Hardwickia binata 
is typically f omid, consisting for the most part of sandstone or metamorphic 
rock, occur in numerous localities. The overlying soil, as already mentioned, 
consists chiefly of a reddish gravelly sand or sandy loam, and although the 
tree is often scattered among other species, as a rule it attains much larger 
dimensions than it does on the stiffer soil of the trap areas. In the Kurnool 
district of Madras it occurs in greater or less abundance on the quartzites, 
sandstones, and shales of the Yerramalai hills, chiefly on reddish gravelly sand 
or on sandy loam, either in gregarious patches of varying extent or mixed 
with Soymida febrifuga, Terminalia tomentosa, Anogeissus latifoUa, Alhizzia 
amam, and teak. In some of the forests of the Cumbum range of Kurnool old 
trees may be found scattered amongst a thick growth of bamboos. Mr. E. M. 
Grothers ‘^ states that the only species with which it forms a good mixed crop 
is Anogeissus latifolia. 

In the Bellary district it is found on rocky quartz soils, and in the forests 
of the Harpanahalli range it is probably the most numerously represented 
species, occurring chiefly on the more level ground at the bases of the several 
hill ranges ; it is most abundant on the southern slopes of the Sogi reserve 
and at the base of the Hyarada hills, where it forms nearly pure forests.^ 

^ The Sylviculture of Hardwickia himta, Ind. For. Eecords, vol. ii, pt. hi, pp. 78, 79. 

^ Working Plan for the Forests of the Harpanahalli Range, Bellary District, Madras, 
• .:H.:.Tireman,'19IL, - ; ' 




Fig. 138. Hardwichia hinata, sapling crop on trap, Nimar, Central Provinces. 



Fig. 139. Hardwichia binata, bushy young growth on a heavily grazed area, Nimar, Central 

Provinces. 
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a closer inspection shows that they have literally been shed like leaves.’ This 
characteristic, %¥hich is also seen in Tamarix articulata, Phyllanthus Emhlica, 
and Casmmia eqidseti folia, is obviously a xerophytic adaptation, and the 
probable explanation of the phenomenon is that the tree endeavours to protect 
itself from the rigours of the dry season by shedding the less completely 
lignified and therefore more sensitive portions of its branch-system. 

The small pale yellowish green flowers, in axillary and terminal lax 
panicled racemes, appear from July to September, and the pods develop 
rapidly, reaching full size early in the cold season and ripening the following 
April or May. The pod (Fig. 141, a) is flat and samaroid, 2-3 in. by 0-4-0-6 in., 
oblong lanceolate, coriaceous, narrowed at both ends, with parallel longitudinal 
veins, containing one seed near the apex. The pod dehisces at the apex after 
it reaches the ground, when germination takes place. The light winged pods 
commence falling early in May and are often carried to some distance from 
the parent tree by the strong winds which are prevalent at that season : in 
full seed-years the ground to the leeward of the seed-bearers is often thickly 
strewn with pods. 

The seed is exalbuminous, flat, averaging 0-8 by 0*3 in., sub-reniform, 
pointed at one end and rounded at the other, with a fairly hard tpsta. Fresh 
ripe seed has a high percentage of fertility, and germinates readily with 
moderate moisture. It is sometimes said that the seed will not retain its 
vitality for a year, but instances are recorded in which it has remaMed fertile 
to some extent for one or even two years. Thus, ‘ Yepi seed kept over from 
1908 was tried in 1909 with some success ’, but only 20 per cent, germinated.^ 
Again, Shyam Sunder Lai, Assistant Conservator of Forests, Indore state, 
writes:^ ‘We have sown one-year-old seed in the arboricultural nursery, 
which germinated fairly well, and the young plants were later transplanted 
to roadsides in Indore and are quite healthy.’ Finally, in patch sowings carried 
out in 1912-13 in the Saugor division. Central Provinces, seed two years old 
and not very good germinated satisfactorily in 338 patches out of 1,200.^ 

The tree seeds sporadically to some extent every year, but gregarious 
seeding takes place on an average every three to five years according to 
locality. The local extent as well as the periodicity of general seedings varies, 
and a good seed-year in one locality need not necessarily be a good one in 
another. When a general seeding takes place the crop of seed is often profuse, 
the trees being laden with pods. The precise cause of gregarious seeding of 
this kind is not entirely clear, but there is a presumption, borne out to some 
extent by meteorological statistics, that it is induced by a season of drought 
the year before the seeding. The following records of seed-years are available : 
Ximar, 1874, 1879, 1884, 1889, 1893, 1899, 1905, 1911 ; Kurnool, 1902, 1905, 
1908, 1912; Khandesh, 1908, 1911. 

Geemixatiox (Fig. 141, h-g), Epigeous. The apex of the pod dehisces 
slightly and the radicle emerges, developing rapidly into a taproot. The 
cotyledons expand and turn green, extricating themselves from the testa and 
the pod ; they remain only just above ground-level. The pod and the testa are 
left on the ground. 

^ Working Plan for the Yerramalais, W, Kurnool, 1913. 

2 Ind, Forester, xxxvii (1911), p. 65. ^ Forest Administration Report, 1912-13. 




Fig. 141. Hafdwickia Seedling x ^ 
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The seedling (Fig. 141). 

Moots: primary root long, thin, terete, tapering, wiiy : lateral roots 
moderate in number, short to moderately long, thin, fibrous, distributed down 
main root. Hypocotyl distinct from the root, 0*2~0*3 in. long, thick, fleshy, 
tapering downwards, glabrous, subterranean or at gromid-ievel. Cotyledons 
on short thick petioles less than 0-1 in. long : lamina M-kS in. by 0*5-0‘9 in., 
thin, somewhat fleshy, elliptical oblong or obovate, apex broad rounded 
truncate or refuse, base sagittate, entire, glabrous, yellow turning green, 
surface irregularly depressed. Stem erect, terete, zigzag at the nodes, slender, 
wiry, glabrous, green, young parts red; internodes 0*2-~0*7 in. long. Leaves 
alternate, bifoliate, at first small, the size increasing with successive leaves. 
Stipules up to 0-25 in. long, ovate falcate, apex acute acuminate or rounded, 
pale green turning brown. Common petiole 0*2~0*6 in. long, terete, wiry, 
glabrous, green, that of young leaves red. Leaflets sub-sessile, 0-5-2-5 in. by 
0‘3-l-5 in.,^ obliquely ovate or obscurely trapezoidal, apex rounded, base 
obtuse, entire, coriaceous, glabrous, darker above than below, young leaves 
red, arcuately 4- or 5- veined from the base. 

Mr. Witt ^ has recorded the results of observations on the development 
of natural seedlings on a plot of ground at Khandwa in Nimar, where the 
normal rainfall is 30 in., and the seedlings grew on dry sandy soil 6 to 18 in. 
deep overlying hard munam soon passing into solid trap rock. These observa- 
tions show that the seedlings, like those of the sal and of certain other species 
in diy localities, die back annually for a series of years, the taproot gradually 
developing until it reaches the moist layers of the subsoil and establishes itself 
sufficiently to produce a permanent vigorous shoot which does not die back. 
These observations indicate the following to be the stages of development of 
a normal seedling in its natural habitat : 

First season. After germination, which takes place with the first heavy 
downpour of the monsoon proper towards the end of June, the taproot develops 
rapidly, attaining a length of about 5 to 6 in. within a week, the stem having 
two leaves almost fully formed. One month from germination the taproots 
of seven seedlings were dug up and found to vary from 8-38 to 16*1 in. in 
length : an eighth seedling had a damaged taproot 6-5 in. long. A typical 
seedling had four leaves fully developed and a fifth commencing to appear. 
There is little or no development above ground after August, the normal 
seedling by the end of the first season attaining a height of 5 to 6 in. with 
about nine leaves, while the taproot ordinarily reaches a length of 12-20 in., 
or even as much as 3 ft. or more if the depth of the soil permits. In this 
connexion 'Old Ranger’*^ writes: 'I have found young seedlings, of 6-9 
months growth and only 3-4 in. high, the possessors of taproots 22-28 in. 
long (actual measurements), the almost complete absence of side shoots being 
very noticeable.’ 

The taproot shows wonderful power of penetrating hard ground and 
piercing what appears to be almost solid rock ; on shallow soil it twists and 
turns in search of fissures. By the middle of October the seedlings commence 
to die back, and by the middle of March, or February in dry seasons, not 
a single green seedling is to be found, the stems all having died back partially 
or completely though the taproots remain alive. 

Second season. With the following rainy season the seedlings come into 
^ loc. at, pp. 89-100. 2 Ind. Forester, xxxi (1905), p. 698. 
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life again, sending up new shoots from dormant buds at the points marking 
the axils of the cotyledons or from buds on the mam stem if tie a « _ 

not been completely killed. The second year s shoot is even smaller or more 
weaklv than that of the first year, the plant’s energies being concentrated on 
developing its root-system. On shaUow soil the taproot does^not develop 
greatly in length, but thickens somewhat, and there is a marked diminution 
in the number of lateral roots. Dying back occurs again at the end of the 

second season. , , 

Third and subsequent seasons. In the third season a new shoot is produced 

from the root-collum, neither larger nor more vigorous than that of the second 
season. Meanwhile the taproot develops slowly in length and thickens con- 
siderably. The annual dying back of the stem and gradual development of 
the taproot continues year after year for an unknown period, which Mr Witt 
estimates at not less than ten years, the portion above ground gradually 
developing into a many-branched bush 12-18 in. high. A marked change 
then takes place : dying back ceases, and a leading shoot forms and grows 
up at the rate of about 1 ft. or more annually. By this time the seedling 
may be said to have reached the sapling stage, and the taproot has now 
become much thickened, with a length up to about 8 ft., the length varying 
with the depth of the soil : in shallow rocky soil the taproot is much twisted. 
At the commencement of the sapling stage a natural plant, especially in areas 
subject to grazing, usually consists of a bushy and many-branched base, from 
the centre of which rises the leading shoot. As the sapling increases in height 
the bushy growth at its base gradually dies off, and by the time the plant 
is 10 ft. high it has disappeared altogether. Each year’s growth in the sapling 
is marked by slightly raised annular marks. These are due to the fact, already 
noted, that a portion of each year’s shoot is shed at the end of each season ; 
a scar is thus formed, on the surface of which develops a bud which produces 
the following year’s shoot. The annular marks represent the scars formed in 

this way. ,. i. i. 

The phenomenon of dying back on the part of natural seedlings has been 

recorded by previous observers in other localities. Thus Mr. E, D. M. Hooper, 
writing in 1903, mentions its habitual occurrence in the dry districts of Madras 
where the tree grows, and attributes it partly to fire and partly to the excessive 
heat of the dry season, and he mentions also the bushy form of growth which 
this dying back produces until a definite leading shoot is formed.^ Mr. L. S. 
Osmaston ^ estimates the period of dying back at four to seven years in West 
Khandesh. 

The phenomenon of dying back, however, is not necessarily universal, 
for under favourable conditions the seedling may shoot up without any check. 
Thus Mr. Hooper observes that occasionally under favourable circumstances 
a patch of young seedlings from its earliest life grows without hindrance, and 
notes having seen a plant grown on prepared soil at Nagpur on a trap ridge 
which in one season was over 5 ft. in height. Again, in patch sowings of 1911 
in the Saugor district. Central Provinces, some of the seedlings are reported 
to have reached a height of 3 ft. in three years. Nursery plants at Dehra 
Dun, kept weeded and watered, reached a height of 6 to 14 in. by the end of 
1 Ind. Forester, xxxi (1906), p. 104. y /6jU, xxxv (1909), p. 381. 
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the first season and a maximum height of 2 ft. 6 in. by the end of the second 
season, no dying back having taken place. It follows, therefore, that the 
habit of dying back is not innate in the species, any more than it is in the sal, 
teak, and many other species which die back under conditions sufficiently far 
removed from the optimum. 

In other respects also it will be interesting to compare the habits and 
requirements of the seedling in its natural habitat, as observed by Mr. Witt 
in Nimar, with those which have been observed in twenty-one experimental 
plots at Dehra Dun, where, how^ever, the climatic conditions are very difierent 
from those prevailing in the natural habitat of the tree, the normal rainfall 
being 85 in. and frost being at times severe. It goes without saying that for 
practical purposes a study of the habits and requirements of the seedling in 
its natural home is of Infinitely greater importance than if these are observed 
under very different conditions, but the results obtained in the latter case are 
certainly interesting, for though in some respects they differ from Mr. Witt’s 
observations, as might be expected, in others they corroborate them. The 
conclusions regarding the habits and requirements of the seedling, based on 
observations made under various conditions, may be summarized as follows : 

Root-system, The development of the taproot under natural conditions 
has already been described. At Dehra Dun the root-system showed a tendency 
to strong development, even where regular watering was carried out ; this 
development extended to the lateral roots and was not confined to the taproot 
as in the case of natural seedlings. By the middle of the second season nurseiy 
plants had taproots up to 2 ft. 6 in. in length and 0-7 in. in diameter, with 
lateral roots up to 1 ft. 7 in. in length. 

Drought, In the natural habitat of the species the seedlings are very 
sensitive to drought, as has already been explained in describing the pheno- 
menon of dying back. This fact has been corroborated again and again by 
different observers, and it may be said without question that the great mortality 
noticeable among the numerous seedlings which appear after a good seed-year 
is due to drought, the excessive heat combined with desiccating winds pro- 
ducing a degree of transpiration which the root-system in the parched soil 
cannot make good. Even at Dehra Dun many seedlings were found to die 
down partially or wholly in sunny situations from April onwards. 

Frost, In the natural habitat of the tree frosts are not severe enough 
to do the seedlings any harm, and Mr. Witt notes that he has never observed 
a single case of a seedling having been damaged in the slightest degree by 
this agency. At Dehra Dun the frost was found to be severe enough to kill 
back seedlings of the first year either partially or down to ground-level ; they 
had good power of recovery, however, and invariably produced new shoots. 
From the second year onwards they proved to be immune from injury by 
ordinary frosts. 

SJmfe and development. The shape and development of the seedling under 
natural conditions has already been described. At Dehra Dun some of the 
seedlings commenced branching in the first year, while those which had been 
affected by frost or drought assumed a bushy growth in the second season, 
with long and rather straggling branches. Growth continued until December, 
all the leaves had dropped by the end of February , and the new shoots appeared 


348 XXIII. LEGUMINOSAE 

in March. The young leaves were reddish in sunny situations, and usually 

green in shady situations. . 

Damf. At Dehra Dun seedlings proved to be very sensitive to damp, 
numbers rotting off during the first season even in open nursery beds where 
watering was done too freely ; in the shade hardly a single seedling survived 
the damp of the rainy season. This corroborates the statement of Old 
Ranger who writes : ' So sensitive are the very young seedlings to excessive 
moistiue that, if seed be sown in a pot containing leaf mould or rich soil, and 
this be allowed to get a little too damp, the thick fleshy cotyledons of the young 
seedlings are immediately attacked by rot, which extends downwards to the 
roots, and a whole pot of young seedlings may thus be destroyed in a single 
night.’ 

Effect of grass and weeds. Various opinions have been recorded from time 
to time as to the effect of a soil-covering of grass on the development of the 
seedling. According to one theory, the extensive mortality among natural 
seedlings is due to the inability of the taproots to penetrate the matted roots 
of the grass. This explanation can hardly be accepted universally, as the 
degree of obstruction caused by the grass roots must vary, while the roots 
of Hardwickia seedlings have considerable power of penetrating obstructions. 
The effect of a matted growth of grass roots in preventing soil-aeration, how- 
ever, may be of importance, and will be considered below under ^ natural 
reproduction’. There is little reason to doubt that the development of the 
seedlings may be hindered or even entirely prevented from this cause, but on 
the other hand Mr. Witt “ has proved by means of experimental plots that 
the very existence of the seedlings in their natural habitat may depend largely 
on the protection from the heat of the sun which is afforded them by a soil- 
covering of grass. His conclusions are summarized as follows : 

(1) Grass, as such, does not hinder germination ; (2) seedlings may fail 
to survive on soil quite free of grass ; (3) the taproot is quite capable of 
penetrating through any obstruction of grass roots ; (4) the first season 
of growth is the crucial one in the life-history of the seedling, the mortality 
being then heaviest; (5) seedlings on soil clothed with grass retain their 
leaves for a longer period than those on soil not so clothed ; (6) the shoots 
of seedlings protected by a long growth of grass do not dry up so early as 
those from around which (though on precisely similar soil) the protecting 
grass covering has been cut away ; (7) seedlings up to an age of 3| years are 
not smothered and killed by a dense growth of grass weighing down on them ; 
(8) the removal of a covering of grass, from seedlings which have developed 
under its protection, may be distinctly harmful. 

In the damper climate of Dehra Dun, on richer soil with a more luxuriant 
covering of grass and weeds, experimental plots demonstrated that such 
a soil-covering not only has a very deleterious effect on the development of 
the seedling, but is the cause of much mortality through suppression and 
through the damping off of the seedlings in the rains. These plots also showed 
clearly that regular weeding has a most beneficial effect on the. development 
and survival of seedlings provided the weeding is carried out Irom the com- 
mencement ; on the other hand, the sudden removal of grass and weeds from 

^ ^ 2 ioc. aX, pp.^ 
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around seedlings which have grown under them is very liable to cause the 
death of the seedlings through desiccation. 

The following particulars of seedlings grown under different conditions in 
experimental plots at Dehra Dun demonstrate clearly the beneficial effects of 
regular weeding : 

Hardwickia hinata : measurements of seedlings in experimental plots, 

Dehra Dun. 


Height of seedlings at end of 
Condition under season. 


No. 

1 

which grown. 

In nursery beds, 

watered and weeded 

i 

1st season. 

0 ft. 6 in.- 
1 ft. 2 in. 

2nd season. 
Maximum 

2 ft. 6 in. 

Remarks. 

2. 

Broadcast sowing, 
irrigated, weeded 

Maximum 

0 ft. 10 in.i 

0 ft. 11 in.- 
2 ft. 4 in.“ 

1 42 survivors, vigorous. 

- 36 sur’^ivors, vigorous. 

3 

Broadcast sowing, 
irrigated, unweeded 

Maximum 

0 ft. 4 in.^ 

0 ft. 3 in. and 

0 ft. 4 in.^ 

^ 8 survivors. 

^ 2 survivors ; rest killed by 
suppression of grass and w’eeds 
1 J ft. high. 

4 

Broadcast sowing, un- 
irrigated, weeded. 

*— 

0 ft. 7 in.- 
2 ft. 0 in.^ 

® 20 survivors, vigorous. 

5 

Broadcast sowing, un- 
irrigated, unw^eeded 

— 

0 ft. 3 in.- 
0 ft. 4 in.® 

® 4 survivors in poor condition ; 
rest killed by suppression of 
grass and weeds. 


The observations recorded in Nimar and at Dehra Dun lead to the general 
conclusion that if moisture conditions are such as to prevent mortality by 
drought, freedom from grass and weeds, with the attendant loosening of the 
soil during weeding, is of great benefit as regards the development and survival 
of the seedling ; but where, as is probably the case in most if not all parts 
of the natural region of the tree, such moisture conditions do not exist, a soil- 
covering of grass is of benefit and may be essential for the survival of the 
seedling, in that it protects it from desiccation. In the latter case, however, 
it may be presumed, on general principles as well as from the results of the 
Dehra Dun experiments and of sowings in the Central Provinces and Berar, 
that the soil-covering of grass must have an adverse effect on the development 
of the seedling, and that on soil which is loosened and thus aerated better 
development may be expected, provided the seedling and the soil can be 
afforded protection by trees, bushes, or otherwise, from the desiccating effects 
of the sun and dry winds. This question closely concerns the natural repro- 
duction of the species, and will be further alluded to below. 

SiLVicxJLTiJEAL CHARACTERS. The physical conditions under which Hard- 
wickia hinata grows in its natural habitat have been dealt with in some detail 
under distribution and habitat. It may be said in general that the tree thrives 
in a dry climate and is capable of establishing itself and growing on dry shallow^ 
soil and rocky ground where most other species would succumb. This is due 
partly to the great development of the taproot during youth and its powder 
of penetrating hard soil and fissures in solid rock, the stem usually dying back 
annually during the development of the taproot, and partly to the fact that 
the tree stands mutilation better than the majority of species. These facts 
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no doubt account in large measure for its gregariousness under adverse physical 
conditions and its survival in spite of continuous maltreatment. The best 
development is secured as a rule on geological formations such as sandstone, 
gneiss, conglomerate, &c., which disintegrate into a porous sandy loam, rather 
than on the stiff and usually shallow soil overlying trap ; on the latter forma- 
tion, however, although development is poorer than on the former, gregarious- 
ness is more pronounced. 

The great development of the taproot is maintained throughout the life 
of the tree, as may be observed where the root-system is exposed by scouring 
along the high banks of streams or the sides of ravines. On shallow soil with 
compact underlying rock the taproot may assume a gnarled and twisted form, 
running for some distance horizontally not far below the surface ; in such 
cases the trees are liable to be blown over in high winds. 

The tree is capable of standing a certain amount of shade in youth, and 
even requires shelter in its young stages ; later it may be classed as a moderate 
light-demander or partial shade-bearer, though Mr. Witt states ‘ Even the 
moderate shade afforded by a mature tree of Boswellia sermta is too dense 
for an Anjan sapling to penetrate through, if once dominated. The very 
flexible yielding shoot of an Anjan sapling may also account to, s.ome extent 
for its inability to pierce overhead cover.’ Mr. L. S. Osmaston^ classes the 
tree as a partial shade-bearer. 

In its natural habitat it is frost-hardy in all stages, being quite unaffected 
by all ordinary frosts. Except in the seedling stage it is capable of standing 
great heat and drought. ‘This’, says Mr. Witt,^ ‘was very noticeable in 
Ximar during the droughts of 1901 and 1904. Whereas following these droughts 
such species as Tectom grandis, Terminalia tomentosa, Lagerstroemia parviflora, 
Ilangifera indica^ and Buchanania latifolia suffered severely all over the 
division, not only coppice being affected but also mature trees, in the case 
of Anjan no damage whatever was done, even on the driest soils.’ The young 
shoots are sensitive to fire, but the power of recovery is good ; ordinarily, 
seedlings when burnt back send up new shoots from the root-collum, but in 
severe fires they may be killed outright. Young plants and coppice-shoots 
suffer much from grazing, the leaves being browsed hj deer as well as by 
cattle and goats ; buffaloes especially are partial to them. A grazing incidence 
which hardly affects a teak forest .will prevent young HardwicMa plants from 
making any headway. In heavily grazed areas the plants assume a charac- 
teristic bushy form (see Fig. 139). 

The tree pollards well even up to a comparatively advanced age, and 
old pobards when re-pollarded almost invariably produce abundant new 
shoots: indeed, a special feature of the existing Hardwickia ioiest^ is the 
large number of pollarded trees, the result of lopping for fodder and manure 
(see Fig. 140). On the other hand, the tree coppices indifferently. Old trees 
which send out vigorous pollard-shoots if cut a few feet above the ground 
produce no coppice-shoots if cut flush with the ground : old pollards when 
felled at ground-level never coppice. In some localities a moderate amount 
of success has been attained by felling at 12 to 18 in. from ground-level. 

^ Cil, p. 85. " ^ Ind. Forester, XXXV (1909), p. 380. ® ^oc. a/., p. 81. 


HARDWICKIA 


351 


Shyam Sunder Lal,^ writing of coppice coupes in Indore state, notes tliat stumps 
of trees felled about 1 ft. from ground-level delayed sending out shoots for 
several months, a second inspection revealing a larger percentage o^ success 
than one made shortly after the felling. 

As regards actual statistics, experiments in North Khaiidesh in 1903 
showed that 47 per cent, of felled trees ^nelded coppice-shoots, the number 
being two to six shoots per stool and the average height in the first season 
being 4 ft. The most complete statistics so far recorded, however, are those 
published by Mr. L. S. Osmaston^ giving measurements of 877 stumps in 
fourteen coupes in West Khandesh. The measurements included stumps of 
varying dimensions from under 2 ft. to over 6 ft. in girth, and of varying 
heights from under 2 in. to over 12 in. from ground-level : they also embraced 
coupes felled in years of deficient as well as of ample rainfall. 

These measurements gave the following results, which are somewhat 
surprising : 

(1) The height of the stump had no relation to its vitality : actually the 
percentage of live stumps of each girth class varied from 39 to 50 and 
averaged 47. 

(2) Similarly the girth of the stump had no relation to its vitality : the 
percentage of live stumps of each girth class varied from 41 to 49 and 
averaged 47. 

(3) The rainfall had no effect on the vitality of the stump, the percentage 
of live stumps being 53 in the case of years of most deficient rainfall and 54 in 
the case of years of most ample rainfall. 

These results confirm the opinion generally held that coppice reproduction 
cannot be relied on to a sufficient extent. 

Mr. H. W. Starte has recorded the result of an experiment in coppicing 
10 acres of pure forest in North Khandesh. Out of 886 stumps 

varying in girth from 12 to 70 in., cut flush with the ground, the number 
which failed to coppice was 201, or 22-4 per cent. ; there was no relation 
between girth and coppicing power. 

The tree reproduces from root-suckers. 

Natiteal EBPEODXJCTioisr. As already mentioned, the light winged pods 
ripen in April and May and fall in the latter month, being often carried to 
some distance from the trees ; in good seed-years they are plentifully scattered 
over the ground. Germination takes place soon after, with the first heavy 
downpour of the monsoon, and seedlings may be foimd in quantity during 
the rainy season. From October onwards, however, the seedlings die off in 
large numbers, this mortality being due to drought : under favourable con- 
ditions it may consist of dying back with subsequent recovery, but where the 
seedlings have not had the advantage of protection from the hot sun they may 
be permanently killed off in large quantities and the seed-crop may result in 
complete failure. Assuming, however, that a certain number survive, their 
establishment and f urther progress until they reach the sapling stage is a matter 
of time owing to the annual process of dying back described above. A good 
deal of evidence is available regarding the factors which assist or retard natural 


^ Ind. Forester, xxxvii (1911), p. 63. 
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reproduction, but in some respects this evidence is very conflicting, and it will 
be well therefore to examine it under the following heads : 

(1) Effect of grass and weeds; (2) Fire and grazing; (3) Soil conditions; 
(4) Protective shade ; (5) Climatic factors. 

1. The effect of grass and weeds on the development of the seedling has 
already been discussed at some length, and it may be concluded that whereas 
in dry regions a soil-covering of grass assists materially in and may be essential 
for the establishment of natural reproduction, on the other hand where the 
grass is too luxuriant it may cause the death of the seedlings through suppres- 
sion or through rotting off. The beneficial effects of a covering of grass in 
dry localities have been proved conclusively by Mr. Witt's experiments in 
Nimar, while Mr. L. S. Osmaston^ says of seedlings in Khandesh that they 
do not mind grass even if it be 2 or 3 ft. high. Again, in Anantapur natural 
reproduction is reported to be good in open grassy areas.^ Mr. H. F. Arbuthnot,^ 
writing of the Malahanagadi block, Bellary, says : ' This block is an interesting 
one, as it has been under special protection from grazing, cutting, and fires 
for the last twenty-five years. The result has been that most of the area, 
which was then presumably blank, has been stocked with Hardwichia hinata, 
wliich is the principal species of the block.' Other instances might be quoted 
of the beneficial effects of a protective soil-covering of grass, but these will 
suffice. 

On the other hand, there is much evidence regarding the adverse effects 
of such a soil-covering. Thus Mr. J. Dodgson^ writes : ^ On account of the 
seed of the Anjan being so light it has great difficulty in reaching the soil 
through the matted growth of grass, &c., and in this way much of the seed- 
crop is wasted.’ This accords entirely with my own observations in the case 
of other winged fruits (e.g. Pterocarpus spp.). As regards the suppression of 
those seedlings which do succeed in passing the germinating stage, Mr. S. 
Srinivasulu Naidu ^ remarks that the heavy grass undergrowth which is 
common on the trap areas in Buldana probably accounts for the failure of 
seedlings to establish themselves owing to the smothering action of this growth. 
A very definite opinion on this point is expressed in the following extract 
from a report by Mr. L. K. Martin, quoted in the Berar Forest Report for 
1903-4 : 6 

‘ The Anjan seeded very fairly profusely in the spring of 1902, and the 
seed germinated freely during the following monsoon along the Ajanta Hills, 
especially in the Geru-Matargaon Range around Botha and Matargaon. A 
very noticeable feature was the complete absence of seedlings from the midst 
of dense grass, that is, from areas entirely closed to grazing. They appeared 
wherever the grass was light, and increased in numbers with decrease in densitjT- 
of the grass, till over areas free of grass the seedlings were quite dense. 

‘ The above was most noticeable round Matargaon. There in one and the 
same ravine the climatic factors are presumably everywhere identical, and 
the fertility of the soil can hardly vary much over localities only a mile apart 

1 Ind Forester, xxxY (1909), p. 380. ^ Madras Forest Report, 1913-14. 

® Ind. Forester, XXX (1904), p. 123. 

4 Working Flan for the Anjan and Scrub Jungles of the Malegaon, Baglan, Kalvan, and 
Ohandwad Eangea of the Nasik District, Bombay, 1906. 

^ Working Flan of the Buldana Forest Division, Berar. 

® Of. Ind. Forester, xxxi (1905), p. 105. 
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(at any rate they appear to me to be similar). In the portions of the reserve 
closed to grazing, and consequently covered with a dense crop of grass, aiijan 
seedlings were completely absent, except just along roadsides, whereas in 
Survey Numbers 1, 2, 3, and 6 of Chinchkher, which were open to heavy 
grazing and, being situated close to a public road, were much resorted to by 
cattle and as a result absolutely clean grazed, thousands of seedlings have 
sprung up and stand out iminjm’ed and perfectly healthy. The above appears 
to prove conclusively that a dense growth of grass is inimical to the successful 
reproduction of anjan. The seedlings observed in those Survey Numbers 
have survived the past two hot weathers and escaped injury from cattle during 
the same period, when in the absence of other fodder cattle might have been 
expected to browse them oS ; grazing throughout the year must obviously be 
looked upon as a distinct advantage, in fact a real necessity.’ 

In addition the Dehra Dun experiments described under ^ the seedling ’ 
above afford conclusive proof that where the rankness of the grass is sufficient 
heavy mortality may be caused through the damping off of seedlings during 
the rains : it should be remembered, how^ever, that these possibly represent 
an extreme case of moisture seldom, if ever, met wdth in the natural habitat 
of the tree. 

So far as the evidence goes, it may thus be concluded that whereas 
a soil-covering of grass as a protection against the heat of the sun majr be an 
invaluable factor in the establishment of natural reproduction, under certain 
conditions it may become noxious, preventing the germination of seed and 
the establishment of seedlings owung to its rank growth; the precise con- 
ditions under which its influence is beneficial or the reverse have not yet 
been determined. 

2. Fire and grazing. The direct effects of fire and grazing are, with good 
reason, generally held to be highly prejudicial to natural reproduction, for 
although the power of recovery of the seedling from injury from these causes 
is higher than that of many other species, great damage is suffered in unpro- 
tected areas, and reproduction is much retarded. Much evidence has been 
recorded in proof of this, and it will suffice to quote only a few instances. 
Mr. G. S. Hart^ notes regarding Nimar : 'At present the number of Anjan 
seed-bearers in these forests is often small, but the natural regeneration of 
this species in all closed areas is excellent and is not confined, as in the Buldana 
district, to small seedlings, the majority of wffiich cannot be considered as 
established.’ Of the same forests Mr. C. F. Bell writes : ' The hot w^eather 
kills out a large percentage of seedlings and over-grazing in the open coupes 
and grazing blocks completes the destruction. In coupes worked over and 
then closed to grazing for ten years, however, a fair number of seedlings have 
established themselves, and the future prospects of the crop are promising.’ 
Again, Talbot^ states: 'Owing to sheep and cattle grazing, reproduction by 
seedlings over large areas in Khandesh and Nasik is much impeded. Multi- 
plication of the species by root-suckers is, however, general and there appears 
little danger of the valuable Anjan disappearing from any of the areas of its 
distribution. ’ Finally, Mr. J. Tapp ^ writes regarding West Kurnool ; ' Natural 

^ Inspection Note on the Mmar Forest Division, 1911. 

2 Working Plan for the Reserved Forests of the Nimar District, Central Provinces, 1913. 

^ Forest Flora of the Bombay Presidency and Sind, i. 457. 

^ Working Plan for the Yerramalais, West Knrnooi, 1913. 
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reproduction has hitherto been very poor, but since lopping of Yepi trees for 
fibre has been put a stop to and fire protection introduced natural seedlin^. 
of Yepi are beginning to come up in many of the reserves. ' _ 

On the other hand, instances may be quoted where fire and grazing have 
not hadthe adverse effects which they might be expected to have Mr. Martin s 
report, just quoted in connexion with the effects of grass, would indicate that 
wLre there is a sufficient supply of palatable grass the seedlings may escape 
injury, and even benefit by the partial removal of the grassy covering , without 
further evidence of a similar nature, however, it would be unsafe to pneralize 

on the results of this particular case. The same may be said of the results 

attained by Mr. H. L. Newman in experimental plots in East Khandesh in 
1908, though these results, which are quoted in the Bombay Forest Repoit 
for 1908-9, are interesting so far as they go. The object of these experiments 
was to ascertain the percentage of mortality among natura see mgs m 
thirty-one different patches. Several of these patches were accidentaUy burnt 
and others were purposely burnt in the dry season following the seeding ; the 
results showed a larger percentage of survivals in the burnt than in the unburnt 
plots. Protection from fire and grazing may have an adverse effect under 

certain conditions in inducing a rank growth of grass. _ _ 

3. Soil conditions. Under natural conditions the degree of soil moisture 
necessary for the normal development of the sapling is not ordinarily attained 
until the taproot has penetrated some distance into the subsoil, and hence 
the annual dying back of the stem, which has already been described, it is 
generally agreed that the shallower the soil and the harder and more imperme- 
able the subsoil the more difficult it is for the seeffimg to establish itself, e 
progress of the taproot being slower and the period during wffich the p^an 
is exposed to the risks of desiccation being longer. Conversely, it might bq 
expected that anything which will tend to increase the porosity of the soil 
or prevent desiccation will materially assist in the establishment of the seedling^; 
and there is ample evidence to prove that this is the case. To bepn wito, 
the Dehra Dun experiments described above clearly demonstrate the benehcml 
effect of regular weeding in stimulating the development of the seedling, t is 
stimulus being due, in the earlier stages at all events, at least as much to the 
loosening of the soil as to the actual removal of weeds. Soil-aeration of this 
kind is now an accepted factor in the case of plant growth, not only providing 
a supply of air to the roots, but also furnishing an air-cushion which conse^es 
the soil-moisture and prevents desiccation. In the dry regions in w ic 
Hardwichia Unata grows it is of special importance, and there is no lack of 
evidence to show that loosening the soil has assisted in estabhshing reproduc- 
tion. Thus the abundance of natural reproduction on abandoned cultivation 
has been commented on on more than one occasion, while there are numeTOUs 
instances of seedlings establishing themselves readily on hoed ground on which 
seed has been sown. Mr. E. E. Fernandez has recorded some interesting 

observations bearing on this subject in an article entitled m Treatment of 

Eardmckia Unata,^'irom which the following quotations, relating to the Nimar 
district, are taken : ‘ Up to the reservation of Punasa . . . every attempt . . . 
had been made to get rid of the forest and replace it by field crops, but the 
1 Ind. Forester, xxix (1903), p. 517v 
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forest reappeared almost as fast as it was destroyed. . . . The ground was never 
completely cleared of forest ; numerous trees of seed-bearing age were left 
scattered all round and over the fields. The seed fell from these trees on the 
newly broken land, now at last also freed to a great extent of grass, and 
the resulting seedlings came up under the most favourable condition for 
survival. The subsequent cultivation of the soil, limited to a mere scratching 
of the soil, left an appreciable proportion of the seedlings uninjured to continue 
their development, and as the field was abandoned as soon as the soil showed 
the first signs of exhaustion, the young plants were left in complete possessiqn 
of the ground. . . . During the seven years that I was able to continue my 
observations before I was transferred to the United Provinces the seedlings 
of pre-reservation days continued to strengthen themselves and develop, but 
no new contingent of seedlings survived to swell their numbers. . . . The 
seedlings are as usual produced in countless numbers after every periodic 
gregarious seeding, but, being unable to push their taproots down deep enough, 
they all perish in their very first year.’ Again : ' There is no doubt whatsoever 
that the death of the seedlings is due to their inability to force their long 
slender taproot down deep enough through the matting of grass roots occupying 
the soil everywhere to a depth of 1-2 ft.’ 

We have already seen that Mr. Witt’s experiments appear to disprove the 
theory that the taproots of the seedlings are unable to force their way through 
the roots of the grass, and to show that the mortality among the seedlings is 
due to drought. At the same time, the observations of Mr. Fernandez indicate 
that seedlings appearing on land which has been broken up for cultivation 
and subsequently ‘ scratched ’ for a few years have succeeded in establishing 
themselves, whereas in the same locality seedlings appearing on land which 
has reverted to grass have failed to do so. ‘ This affords room for a strong 
presumption that success in the former case was due to soil-aeration, and that 
Mr. Fernandez was not very far wrong in attributing failure in the latter case 
to the grass roots, though the failure was probably due not so much to their 
direct obstructive action as to the introduction of an unfavourable factor 
possibly connected wdth deficient soil-aeration, caused, in part at least, by 
the binding action of the roots. 

To quote further exanaples of establishment of reproduction on broken 
soil, Shyam Sunder LaU writes of conditions in Indore state : ' The natural 
seed regeneration in the seeding year (which is generally every third year) is 
so profuse, that many thousands of small seedlings per acre can be counted 
in the forests. A large proportion of these, however, die from several causes, 
but this kind of regeneration, on old sites of cultivation, has always been 
noticed to thrive extraordinarily, and it is an object lesson to be remembered 
that breaking up of land in the vicinity of anjan seed-bearers, either by means 
of ploughs or otherwise, helps the young seedlings considerably and gives 
much better results. . . . This has been tried in our forests with good results.’ 

Mr. P. M. Lushington,^ referring to a remarkable plot of natural repro- 
duction in the Malappakonda reserve, Anantapur district, which is knowm to 
have come up within recent years near old seed-bearers on cultivated land 
acquired at settlement, remarks : ' A lesson can I think be learned from this 

^ Ind. Forester, xxxvii ( 1911), p. 65. ^ Inspection Note, 191 S. 

'■ C2- 
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area, that we can aid the regeneration of tliis valuable species in places where 
there is a reasonable amount of soil by merely ploughing it up in the vicinity 

of existing trees.’ 

Mr. S. Srinivasiilu Naidu^ writes of experiments in Buldana : In the 
Moegaon felling series of the Amdari Reserve the experiment consisted in 
closing the area to grazing and breaking up the soil for a radius of fifty feet 
round a number of marked seed-bearers in a forest which had been subjected 
to heavy grazing and in which natural regeneration was practically absent at 
the time the experiments were started. The sample plots are situated close 
to the Biildaiia-Malkapur road and the grass in the locality is cut over once 
or twice in the year. Some of the sample plots have been specially kept clear 
of heavy grass by weeding, while others have been left without treatment, 
but in both cases the results are generally satisfactory and often excellent.’ 

Mr. L. S. Osmaston ^ notes with regard to Khandesh : ' Although anjan 
often reproduces itself well by seed naturally, still such reproduction 
is considerably helped and better ensured by breaking up the soil under 
a seeding tree ; on such broken up soil the seedlings are not only more 
numerous but better grown, more vigorous and more likely to withstand the 
first hot weather than those on unbroken ground.’ 

4. Protective shade. The value of protective shade has already been 
indicated in connexion with the dying of seedlings through drought and the 
beneficial effect of the protection afforded by grass in dry localities. We have, 
however, already seen that there is a strong presumption that in certain 
cases a growth of grass may produce adverse soil conditions sufficient to 


counterbalance the beneficial effects of the grass, and it remains to be seen 
if any other form of protection is likely to secure the establishment of natural 
reproduction. As far as is Imown there are no records of definite experiments 
to ascertain the effect of the protective shade of trees and bushes and how 
this shade should be applied. There are, however, suggestions and observa- 
tions which may be q^uoted. Thus, in 1903, Mr. T. B. Pry ^ suggested the open 
condition of the forests in Bombay as one possible cause of mortality among 
seedlings, and thought something might be gained by introducing nurses to 
protect the young plants from the fierce heat of the sun. Mr. Witt ^ states : 

‘ From observations made, we are strongly of opinion that shade as a protec- 
tion to seedlings during the first three or four years’ growth, against the heat 
and the dry winds of the hot season, is a sine qua non in the successful regenera- 
tion of anjan forests.’ And again : ® ' The more the seedlings are exposed to 
the direct rays of the sun and the scorching hot winds of the dry season the 
more will they transpire, and the more moisture will they require. Con- 
sequently, if in addition to the protecting growth of grass the seedlings also 
have overhead cover, we might expect it to act in a similar manner. And 
this is exactly what we have observed. Wherever the seedlings have been 
protected by a growth of grass and overhead shade, they have survived in 
far greater numbers than those in free and exposed positions.’ 

Mr. L. S. Osmaston ® also records the following observations : ' Bushes 

^ Working Plan for the Buldana Forest Division. 

Ind. Forester, xxxv (1909), p. 380. ® Ihid., xxix (1903), p. 527. 

' Zoc. c/i., p. 85. s Zoo. p. 126. Ind. Forester, xxxv (1909), p. 380. 
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of Cassia auriculata, Gyfnnosporia montmia, and Mlmis parvifolia are of great' 
use in regeneration : it is surprising how many healthy Harclwichia seedlings 
one finds right under the shade of such bushes : this is apparently due to the 
sSielter afforded from the he.at' of the direct smi’s rays and to the fact that 
under such bushes there is an accumulation of soil and humus ; also where 
cattle .grazing is allowed such bushes protect the seedlings from being eaten. .. 
I have not yet come to a conclusion as to whether such bushes should be cut 
level with the- ground when the HarclwicMa seedlings in their shade have 
attained a certain age.' 

5. Climatic factors. We have aheady considered at some length the 
adverse effects of drought on the development of the seedling and the establish- 
ment of natural reproduction. The factor of rainfall is one which seems to 
require further study, and in this connexion the following quotation from the 
Yerramalais working plan ^ is of interest : 

^Most of the seedlings die out in the prolonged drought which follows 
the rains and continues for about nine months. It is only when this drought 
is interrupted by rainfall that some of them survive. Therefore it is usual 
to come across a group of young seedlings in one place and a patch several 
years older at another. For successful regeneration rainfall should be regular 
or the seedling' should be able to pass the strata affected by drought before 
it is killed.' 

The extent and distribution of the seasonal rainfall may very well be 
presumed to have « an effect on the establishment of natural reproduction ; in 
the absence of direct evidence, however, it seems unsafe definitely to ascribe 
the establishment of reproduction in patches to favourable years of rainfall, 
though it is by no means an improbable explanation of the phenomenon. 

Oonchmons. From the details just given it may be concluded that, given 
the necessary seed-bearers, factors ordinarily beneficial to the establishment 
of natural reproduction are porosity and depth of soil, protection in early 
youth from the heat of the sun, protection from fire and grazing, and probably 
also favourable rainfall conditions. Adverse factors are stiffness and shallow- 
ness of soil, exposure of the seedlings to a hot sun, fire, grazing, and probably 
adverse rainfall conditions. Under certain conditions a soil-covering of grass 
may be decidedly beneficial in affording protection from the sun, while under 
other conditions it may, if sufficiently rank, be a highly noxious factor in 
preventing the seed from reaching the ground and in suppressing seedlings or 
causing them to damp off. 

There may possibly be other factors affecting the question, but those 
under consideration give some indication of how natural reproduction may 
be induced, namely, by ploughing or hoeing up the ground to the leeward 
of seed-bearers in good seed-years and protecting the resulting seedlings from 
the heat of the sun. In Nimar, and no doubt in other localities, this protection 
can be secured, according to Mr. Witt’s observations, by allowing the grass 
to grow up ; under some conditions, however, it may be necessary to keep 
the soil loose and to clear the grass. In either case the shade afforded by 
trees and bushes will be beneficial and may even be essential. This last con- 
sideration gives a possible clue to the origin of some of the existing crops 
^ Working Plan for the Yerramalais, West Knrnool, J. Tapp, 1913. 
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of Hmlwichia in localities where natural reproduction does not appear now ; 
these crops may have come up under the shelter of previously existing trees. 
On the other hand, it is not improbable that some of them are the result of 
natmal reproduction which appeared on land at one time mider cultivation. - 

Artificial repeodxjctioix. Hardwiclcia binata has been propagated 
artificially to some extent both within and without its natural habitat, partly 
by direct sowing and partly by transplanting, though it is generally agreed 
that the former is the more successful. Haines says it' has been extensively 
planted in Nagpur, where it grows well on the trap hills ; also that it is best 
sown in situ, and remains very small for the first two or three years. It has 
been transplanted with success on the Talankheri (Seminary) hill, Nagpur, 
after pruning the stem and root. In Saugor patch sowings have been carried 
out with varying success ; in some cases the seedlings have attained a height 
of 3 ft. in three years. Mr. Fernandez ^ says it bears transplanting well, and 
recommends transplanting superfluous seedlings from patches from the third 
year onwards, younger plants not being robust enough. This does not agree 
with my experience at Dehra Dun, where direct sowings were found to be much 
more successful than transplanting, whether with pruned or intact stem and 
roots. The difficulty of transplanting is corroborated by Mr. L. S. Osmaston,'^ 
who writes : ‘ It is hopeless to try and transplant the seedling, however young 
the seedling may be : artificial regeneration can therefore only be successful 
if sowing takes place where the tree is to be permanently. When sowing it 
is best not to cover the seed with soil at all, or at any rate to only partially 
cover it.’ I have found it advantageous to cover the seed lightly, as this not 
only prevents it from being blown away but also protects the radicle from the 
attacks of birds during germination. 

The experience of Shyam Sunder Lai regarding transplanting in Indore 
is, on the other hand, favburable. He writes as follows : ^ 

‘ As regards its suitability for transplanting, I can say with confidence 
that it transplants as well as any other tree. I have transplanted several 
hundred small seedlings to fill blanks in the forests and always with good 
results. In the year 1908 I sent more than a dozen trees, 9 ft. in height, from 
our forests to the Residency compound at Indore, and every one of these 
plants is fully established, and out of the two 18-inch girth trees which I had 
sent to Indore from a distance of 20 miles, one died, the other is perfectly 
healthy. In the Rajputana-Malwa Railway Executive Engineer’s compound 
at Mhow, several hundred seedlings were transplanted six or seven years back, 
and these are at present 10 to 12 ft. high and look quite promising.’ 

In the Yerramalais working plan it is stated that broadcast sowing on 
ploughed land as well as dibbling have been tried without success, for although 
germination was good nearly all the seedlings were killed off by drought. 
The system found most successful is to sow in contour trenches 6 ft. by 2 ft. 
by IJ ft., in which the soil at the bottom has been loosened, and on mounds 
of earth thrown up alongside. The seedlings in the trenches are shaded from 
December or January until the following rainy season by laying sticks across 
the trenches and covering them with a thick layer of grass weighted with stones, 

^ Ibid., XXXY -p. 2^0. . 

3 IM., xxxvii(19n), p. 64. 
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a length of 1 ft. being left uncovered at the end of each trench to admit light 
and air . 

Various methods of experimental sowing on trap formation in the dry 
climate of Nasik (rainfall about 24 in.) have been described by Mr. L. S. 
Osmaston.^ Dibbling the pods proved a failure. Broadcast and line sowings 
without preparation of the ground, as well as sowing in pits, were only 
moderately successful. Mound sowings gave more success, especially in the 
case of fairly large mounds 2J ft, high, and 2 ft. and 7 ft. in diameter at the 
top and base respectively, while broadcast sowings on ploughed ground were 
decidedly successful, particularly where the ploughing was followed by harrow- 
ing to remove the tufts of grass. The greatest success, however, was attained 
by means of line sowings in combination with the raising of agricultural crops, 
a method which has generally been found to be the most successful in raising 
forest plantations in dry regions. These sowings are described in the Indian 
Forester, vol. xxxiii (1907), p. 266. The field crops employed were sesamum, 
cotton, and the lesser hemp, the sowing being preferably carried out by lessees 
under a two years' lease. Two separate methods were tried as follows : 
(1) In the first year the lessee cultivated field crops only, while in the second 
the tree seeds as well as field crops' were sown, the area being weeded 
twice in the first rains. ,One line of tree seeds was sown to tliree lines of field 
crops, and the lines being about 1 ft. apart the distance between the lines of 
tree seeds was about 4 ft. (2) The tree seed was sown in the first 57*ear of the 
lease, four adjacent lines of tree seeds (forming a strip 3 ft. wide) alternating 
with strips of field crops 8 ft. wide ; in the second year the lessee cultivated 
field crops between the strips of tree seedlings and weeded and sow^ed up 
blanks in the latter. In departmental sowings of this kind the cost of formation 
for the first three years amounted to Bs. 28-11-0 per acre and the receipts 
from the produce of the field crops Rs. 32 per acre, showing a profit of Rs. 3-5-0 
per acre. 

Similar sowings with field crops in Berar, which have also proved success- 
ful, have been described by Mr. G. G. Rogers.^ The field crops employed were 
sesamum, cotton, and arhar ; the Hardwickia seedlings reached a height of 
1 1- to 2 ft. in two years and four months. 

Silvicxjltitbal treatment. At present Hardtaickia binata is treated 
under a variety of methods of working. In various localities the system 
employed is coppice-with-standards, in which Hardwickia constitutes the 
standards and miscellaneous species the coppice. In the Dhulia and Pimpalner 
ranges of West Khandesh the treatment prescribed is improvement fellings 
with artificial reproduction of Hardwickia by broadcast and by agri-silvicultural 
sowings.^ Similar treatment is prescribed for the Yerramalais, West Kimiool, 
regeneration being effected by means of trench and mound sowings already 
described. In Buldana a somewhat similar method of working is in operation 
experimentally.^ The treatment consists of the removal, imder a felling cycle 

^ Ind. Forester, xxxiii (1907), p. 177. ^ Ihid,, xxxvii (1911), p. 8. 

® Working Plan for the An j an and Scrub Jungles of Dhulia and Pimpalner Ranges, West 
Khandesh, J. Hamilton, 1914. 

^ Working Plan for the Buldana Forest Division, Berar Circle, Central Provinces, S. Srinivasulu 
;Naidu,1913. ' 
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of twenty years, of over-mature and deteriorating stems subject to the reten- 
tion of a minimum of 20 seed-bearers per acre, combined with regeneration 
by breaking up the soil and sowing broadcast : is felled at a height 

of 18 ill. from the ground. 

/ Under 'natural reproduction/ (conclusions) and 'artificial reproduction ’, 

pp. 357-9, methods are suggested for obtaining regeneration naturally and arti- 
ficially, and it will generally happen that even if the former is secured it will 
require to be supplemented by the latter. Important points are the retention 
of sufficient shade until the young crop is established, protection from fire, 
and closure to grazing until the saplings are out of reach of animals, that is, 

' i usually for ten years or even more. 

Rate of gkowth. The annual rings are not very distinct, but according 
to Mr. Witt they can frequently be made out with a good lens by the numerous 
pores filled with resin at the inner edge of the ring. Gamble says the rate of 
growth is usually about 10 rings per inch of radius, w^hich gives a mean annual 
! girth increment of 0-63 in. In dry localities on poor shallow soil the growth 

under natural conditions may be extremely slow. Mr. E. D. M. Hooper writes : 

' The natural growth of the young tree in the dry Deccan is undoubtedly very 
S slow, and I have watched the species in the Malpangudi and Sherbi reserves 

of Bellary for the past twenty years and the stems have scarcely progressed.’ 
Trees raised artificially and tended grow much more rapidly. Mr. Ananda 
Rao ^ says : ' Some planted in the Nandyal compound about twelve years 
ago are about 25-30 ft. high and about 6 in. in diameter at breast height.’ 

Allusion has already been made, under ' the seedling ’, to the fact that the 
rate of growth of saplings can be traced by the annular marks on the stem, 
which denote each year’s growth. Mr. Witt estimates in this way that the 
average rate of height-growth of a normal sapling in Nimar, from a height 
of 3 ft. upwards, is 9-12 in. a year, and that allowing for the period of dying 
back in the early stages a natural sapling 10 ft. high would be about twenty 
years old. He also quotes some interesting figures showing the estimated 
rate of growth of trees on trap and on sandstone respectively. Thus forty-five 
trees, planted along roads in the civil station of Khandwa on shallow^ soil 
overlying trap rock, were thirty-seven years old. Measurements gave the 


following results : 

Average height 35 ft. 

Mean annual height increment . . . . . . . ... 9-3 in. 

Average diameter (at breast height) . . . . . ' . . . . 10*1 in. 

Corresponding girth . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 ft. 8 in. 

Mean annual girth increment (including bark) . . . . . . 0-86 in. 

Number of rings per inch radius (after deducting 1 in. thiclmess of bark) . . . 9 rings 


As regards growth on sandstone, ring-countings made by him in respect 
of ten trees of various ages showed an average of between 13 and 14 rings 
per inch of radius, representing a mean annual girth increment of 0-46 in. 

Mr. A. W. Lushington, quoted by Gamble,® says that planted trees of 
known age on the Kistna canals gave 2-04, 3-23, 4-54, 6-10, 7-35, 8-43, 9-43, 
10-39, 11-33, 12-26, and'13-18 in. diameter for 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 

Working Plan for the Yerramalais Hill Keserves, West Kumool, 1906. 

^ loc. eil, -pp. lQl-2. 2 Man. Ind, Timbers, 1002, p. 277. 
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45, 50, and 55 years respectively. The last corresponds to about 8 rings per 
inch of radius. 

As regards coppice growth, Mr. L. S. Osmaston records the following 
measurements made in coppice coupes of different ages on trap formation in 
West Khandesh (rainfall about 20 in.) : 

Hardtmckia binata : number of shoots per stool and growth of coppice. 


Age. 

No. of shoots 

Meau girth at 
breast height of 

Mean height of 

per live stump. 

largest shoot. 

largest shoot. 

years. 


inches. 

feet. 

1 

2-8 

— 

14 

2 

30 

— 

1-6 

3 

2-6 

20 

6*0 

4 

2-9 

2-7 

6-7 

o 

2-6 

60 

11-7 

6 

3-5 

6-8 

12-5 

7 

2-7 

6-3 

IM 

8 

3-3 

4-3 

9-6 

9 

2-5 

8-0 

13-6 

10 

2-8 

8-8 

15-0 

11 

3-2 

11-0 

170 

12 

3-4 

6-9 

11-7 

13 

2-2 

9*8 

14*5 

14 

34 

no 

13-9 


The average number of shoots per live stump in all the coupes is 2-9. 


2. Hardwickia pinnata, Roxb. Vern. Madeyan sampimni, koda palei, 
Tam. ; Slmmli, *lciyavu, Mai. ; Ghon paini, Coorg. 

A large handsome evergreen tree attaining a height of 100 ft. and a girth 
of 14 ft., with dark green shining foliage. Leaves with four to seven leaflets 
2-4 in. long. Bark dark brown and green, rather rough. Wood moderately 
hard, dark red or reddish browm, ornamental, used for building and furnitme. 

Distribittiox akd habitat. The tree occurs in the Western Ghats from 
South Canara to Travancore. It is abundant in the forests of Travancore up 
to 3,000 ft. In Coorg it is common in the evergreen forests : enumerations 
by Mr. N. E. Shrigley in 1914-15 gave an average per 100 acres of 58 trees 
above 7 ft. 6 in. in girth, and 22 trees 6 ft. 9 in. to 7 ft. 6 in. in girth. In 
the Coorg evergreen forests its chief companions are Hopea spp., Dipteromrpns 
indicus, Valeria indica, Dysoxylmn malabariaiim, Arfocarpus hirsuta, A. integri- 
folia, Galophyllum spp., Dichopsis elliptica, and Mesua f err ea. 

Flow^ebihg and frhitihg. The small white flowers, in dense panicled 
racemes, appear in February, and the pods ripen in May-June. The pod 
(Fig. 142, a) is L2-2 in. long by 0'8-l-2 in. broad, turgid, woody, compressed, 
with a single seed in the apical part, indehiscent until germination, when it 
dehisces slightly at the apex. 

Gebminatiox (Fig. 142, b~d). Hypogeous. The pod dehisces slightly at 
the apex, enabling the radicle and plumule to emerge ; these elongate rapidly, 
while the cotyledons remain within the pod. 

^ The SEEDLING (Fig. 142). 

Boots : primary root long, moderately thick, terete, tapering, flexuose : 
lateral roots few to moderate in number, short, fibrous, distributed down 
main root. Hypocotyl scarcely distinguishable. Cotyledons 0-8-1-2 in. by 
0-4-0-7 in., fleshy, remaining within pod. jSfem erect, glabrous or young 
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parts minutely puberulous. Leaves alternate, compound, earlier leaves with 
one pair, later-leaves with two or three pairs of leaflets, first few leaves abortive 
and scale-like. Stipules up to 0-15 in. long, falcate acuminate. Common 
petiole (earlier leaves) 0-4-1 -5 in. long. Leaflets with thick petioiules 0-1- 

0*15 ill. Ions:, lamina l:5-3‘5 in. by 0-6-1-2 in., obliquely ovate acmnmate, 
entire, coriaceous, gland-dotted, glabrous or lower surface minutely puberulous 
ill young leaves, lateral veins numerous. The seedling ordinarily attains 
a height of about 8 in. in the first season, with a taproot 1 ft. or more in length. 

The growth of the seedling appears to be somewhat slow. Mr. H. Tireman 
informs me that young plants raised from seed sown in 1914 under moderate 
shade in an abandoned hmri in Coorg had an average and maximum height 
in January 1918 of 0 ft. 11 in. and 2 ft. 9 in. respectively. 

Rate of growth. Bourdillon says that the annual rings are marked by 
dark lines, and that the rate of growth is about 12 rings per inch of radius, 
giving a mean annual girth increment of 0*52 in. 

5. SARACA, Linn. 

Saraca iiidica, Linn. Asoka tree. Verii. Asok, asliok, Hind. 

Though not an important forest tree, this tree is often planted for orna- 
ment or for religious purposes ; it is one of the most sacred trees of the Hindus 
and Buddhists, the flowers being much used for religious ceremonies and temple 
decoration. It is found wild along streams, or in the shade of the evergreen 
forests, in the Khasi hills, Chittagong, Arakan, Tenasserim, Upper Burma, 
the Northern Circars, and the west coast of Bombay. The clusters of fragrant 
orange or red flowers appear from January to April or May. The tree is 
interesting as fmiiishing an example of drooping young leaves without chloro- 
phyll, like those of certain other evergreen trees, for example Amherstia 
nobilis^ Mesm ferrea, Mangifera inclica, Polyaltliia fragrans, md others. The 
leaflets of the young leaves are red in colour, thin ’and flaccid, and hang 
vertically downwards for some time after attaining full size. 

6. AMHERSTIA, Wall.^ 

Amherstia iiobilis. Wall. Vern. Thawka, Burm. 

This, one of the most beautiful flowering trees in the world, is an evergreen 
tree indigenous in Tenasserim and cultivated in the moister parts of Burma 
and southern India. The flowers are crimson to yellow or salmon pink, in 
large candelabrum-like pendulous racemes hanging amongst the handsome 
foliage. The young leaves are of a rich red or purplish colour and hang flaccid 
(see under Saraca indica above). The tree is somewhat difficult to cultivate, 
being delicate when young and requiring a rich soil and a warm moist equable 
climate. It may be raised from seed in pots or baskets, but can best be 
propagated by layering in the hot season and planting out during the rains. 
It is cultivated successfully in Ceylon, but seldom ripens its seeds there ; it 
flowers during the greater part of the year, but chiefly from January to March. 

7. TAMARINDUS, Linn. 

Tamarindus indicaj Linn. Tamarind. Yem: ImU. amli, Mind. ; Hunase^ 
Mm. i Chinchy Mar. ; Puli, Tam. ; Ghinta, Tel. ; Pulinje, Coorg ; i^agyi, 
Burm.:' 
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A large usually evergreen tree attaining a height of 100 ft. and a girth 
of 15 ft. or more, with a spreading rounded crown and pinnate leaves with 
ten to twenty pairs of leaflets about 0-5 in. long. Bark dark grey, moderately 
thick, deeply cracked. Wood hard and close grained, used for rice-pounders, 
oil and sugar mills, tools, furniture, and turnery. The tamarind is not a forest 
tree, but is largely planted for shade and ornament and for the sake of its 
pods, which are used as an astringent and aperient and for making condinients- 
It is an excellent avenue tree, being always in leaf and having a spreading 
crown. Mr. A. E. Wild records a tree 25 ft. 6 in. in girth at Kara, Gaya. 

DiSTEiBUTion AND HABITAT. Said to be indigenous in Abyssinia and 
central Africa. Largely planted in India along roads and avenues, and in 
and around villages ; frequently run wild. Tamarind groves in the forest 
often mark the sites of deserted villages. It thrives only in the warmer parts 
of India, and though planted as far north as the Punjab it does not ripen its 
fruits, nor does it flourish. In Burma it is one of the commonest of village 
trees in the dry zone. 

Leaf-shedbihg, elowebihg, and eruiting. The tree is never leafless 
except in very dry localities, where it is sometimes leafless for a short time 
in the hot season. The new leaves appear in March-April. The small yellow 
and red variegated flowers appear from April to June (also in October, Haines), 
and the pods ripen from February to April. The pods are brown, 3-6 up. 
long, 0-5 in. thick, with a brittle epicarp, filled with a dark brown fibrous 
acid pulp containing three to ten brown smooth compressed seeds (Fig. 143, a). 
The pods are readily eaten by monkeys, which are instrumental in scattering 
the seeds. The germinative power of the seed is fairly high (average 6,6 per 
cent, in tests at Dehra Dun, where conditions are not favourable). 

Germustatioh (Fig. 143, 6-e). Epigeous. The radicle emerges from one 
end of the seed and descends rapidly. The hypocotyl elongates, arching 
slightly, and raises aboveground the cotyledons enclosed in the testa. The 
latter falls to the ground when the cotyledons expand. 

The seedlihg (Fig. 143). 

Boots: primary root long, wiry, flexuose : lateral roots numerous, 
moderately long, fibrous, distributed down main root. Hypocotyl distinct 
from and thicker than root, l‘5-3*5 in. long, slightly compressed, finely tomen- 
tose. Cotyledons sessile, 0*5-0*7 in. by 0*35-0*5 in., plano-convex, thick, 
fleshy, unequally ovate, orbicular or obovate, apex rounded, base projecting 
about 0*1 in. behind point of insertion. Stem erect, terete or slightly com- 
pressed, wiry, tomentose; internodes 0*3-1 in. long. Leaves paripinnate, 
first pair opposite, subsequent leaves alternate. Stipules 0*2~0*3 in. long, 
falcate acuminate, pubescent. Rachis 1*1-3 in. long, pubescent, terminating 
in a bristle. Leaflets 6-10 pairs, opposite, sub-sessile, 0*4-0*9 in. by 0*15- 
0*3 in., linear oblong or rhomboidal, obtuse or slightly emarginate, entire, 
pubescent, glaucous beneath, darker above. 

The early development of the seedling is fairly rapid under favourable 
conditions, a height of 2 ft. or more in the first season and 4 ft. or more in 
the second season being attainable with regular weeding and watering. A long 
taproot is developed early ; this may attain a length of over 1 ft. within two 
months of germination. Weeds greatly hinder the growth of the seedling, 
which responds in a marked degree to weeding. The young plant grows best 



ig to end of first season, 
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in a porous soil and if sheltered from the sun in the earlier stages ; it is very 
sensitive to frost. 

SiLVicxJLTtJBAL CHABACTERS. The tree is not exacting as regards soil, 
though it thrives best on deep alluvium : Haines says it has become naturalized 
among granite rocks near Kuru, Chota Nagpur. It is sensitive to frost, but 
withstands drought, having remained unaffected in the severe drought of 
1899-1900 in the Deccan. The tree produces root-suckers. Owing to the fact 
that luider its shade the ground is usually bare it is one of the most suitable 
trees for planting along fire-lines, for which purpose it has been employed in 
Mysore.^ Its growth is somewhat slow. 

Artificial BEPBODxiCTioisr. The tree is not difficult to propagate, whether 
by direct sowing along ploughed or hoed lines or by transplanting : in either 
case regular weeding and loosening of the soil stimulate growth. The seed 
should be sown about April in raised nursery beds composed of light porous 
soil, the beds being kept regularly watered and weeded : germination ordinarily 
commences in about five to ten days. Experiments at Dehra Dun showed 
that transplanting can be most successfully carried out during the first rains 
before the taproot reaches too great a length. Transplanting with entire root 
and stem in the second rains is more difficult and is liable to failure unless 
watering can be carried out for some time after. A fair amount of success 
has been attained at Delira Dun by transplanting during the second rains 
after pruning the stem and taproot down to a length of about 2 in. and 9 in. 
respectively. Successful planting along fire-lines in Mysore has lb«een carried 
out by raising seedlings in tile pots and planting them out 9 ft. *by 9 ft. in 
pits 3 ft. cube, no subsequent watering or attention being required except to 
hoe up the soil round the plants once a year. 

8. CASSIA, Linn. 

Species 1. C. FisMa, Linn.; 2. C. renigera, Wall.; 3. C, siamea, Lam.; 
4. C. auficulata, Linn. 

1. Cassia Fistula, Linn. Indian laburnum. Vern. Amaltas, Hind. ; 
Bahawa, Mar. ; Kahke, Kan. ; Konnai, Tam. ; Bela, Tel. ; Sonant, Assam ; 
Ngtt, Burm, (Fig. 144.) 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree with a rather open crown ; leaves pari- 
pinnate with four to eight leaflets 2-6 in. long. Bark about 0-25 in. thick, in 
younger trees smooth, light grey, reddish brown inside, in older trees reddish 
brown, exfoliating in hard scales. This is one of the most beautiful of Indian 
flowering trees. Wood hard and durable, in demand for house-posts, carts, 
and agricultural implements. The pulp of the pods is a strong purgative 
(the Cassia Pulpa of the British Pharmacopoeia), while the bark is much in 
demand for tanning. 

Distribxjtiok axd HABITAT. Common in deciduous forests throughout 
the greater part of India and Burma, ascending to 4,000 ft. in the Himalaya ; 
also in Ceylon. The tree is not gregarious, but is scattered in mixed deciduous 
forests, often of a somewhat open type : it occurs fairly frequently in sal forest. 
Sometimes it approaches gregariousness in localities frequented by monkeys 

^ Ind. Forester, ix ( 1883), p. 143. 
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(see under 'natural reproduction p. 368). It is found on a variety of geo- 
logical formations and will grow on poor shallow soil, as oil the dry outer 
slopes of the Himalaya. In climatic requirements it shows a wide range. In 
its natural habitat the absolute ma-xiinum shade temperature varies from 
100° to 120° F., the absolute minimum from 25° to 65° P., and the normal 
rainfall from 20 to 120 in. or more. 

LEAF-SHEDDmo, FLOWEEiKG, AKD EKinTiJSTG. The tree is leafless for 
a very short time, or hardly at all, between March and May, the new leaves 
appearing in April-May ; these are bright green or sometimes a beautiful 
rich copper colour. The long pendulous racemes of large bright yellow flowers 
appear chiefly with the new leaves from April to June, but it is no uncommon 
thing to find the tree in flower even as late as September, particularly in dry 
years. The long cylindrical pods develop rapidly, reaching almost full length 
but not full thickness by October, when they are still soft and green. By 
November they are full-sized but still green and unripe ; they commence 
ripening in December and continue ripening from January till March or April. 
The ripe pods are 1-2 ft. long or sometimes more, 0*75-1 in. in diameter, pendu- 
lous, cylindrical, dark brown, smooth, hard, indehiscent, septate into numerous 
one-seeded cells, the seeds being embedded in a dark brown sweetish pulp 
which is a strong purgative. The ripe pods hang for some time on the tree, 
commencing to fall about April-May, and continuing to fall in the following 
months : old pods may often be found on the trees in September or later 
along with the new half-grown green pods. 

The seeds (Fig. 145, a) are 0-3-0*4 in. by 0-2-0-3 in., ovate, compressed, 
light brown, hard, smooth, shiny, with a moderately hard testa and a horny 
albumen. About 2,500 weigh 1 lb. Like many other hard leguminous seeds, 
those of Cassia Fisttda take some time to germinate, some lying a whole year 
in the ground before doing so, even if regularly watered. Boiling the seeds 
for about five minutes before sowing has been found to give very good results 
in stimulating germination.^ Tests carried out at Dehra Dun showed that 
the seeds retain their vitality unimpaired for at least two years. It was found 
that seed from pods one year old germinated more quickly than that from 
fresh pods, though the percentage of sound seeds in the former may be low 
owing to insect attacks. As regards the identity of the insects which do much 
damage by attacking the seeds within the pods, specimens of infected pods 
collected in the Siwaliks in December 1910 were kept under observation; 
from these were bred out (1) from May 4 to June 5, 1911, moths identified 
Tmchylepidia fructicassiella, Rag., and (2) from May 4 to 13, 1911, beetles 
identified as Caryoborus gonagra, Fabr.^ 

Geemikatigiv (Fig. 145, b-e). Epigeous. The radicle issues and the 
hypocotyl arches slightly, raising above ground the cotyledons enclosed in the 
testa, which soon falls, along with the albumen, when the co^ledons expand. 

The seedlihg (Fig. 145).- 

Boots : primary root long, terete, tapering, wiry, yellow turning brown, 
glabrous : lateral roots numerous, fibrous, distributed down main root : 

1 Forest Heport of Bihar and Orissa, 191 7-1 8. 

2 Lefroy, Indian Insect Life, pp. 351 and 509. See also Ind, Mus. Notes, iv. 106, for damage 
hy the toitncid moth Ch^yptophehia carpophaga, Wlsm. 
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nodules present. Hypocotyl distinct from root, 1--2-3 in. long, terete, tapering 
upwards, tender and green at first, becoming brown and wiry, minutely 
pubescent. Cotyledons sessile or very shortly petiolate, thin, plano-convex, 
somewhat fleshy, O-T-O-S in. by 0-4-0*5 in., ellijjtical oblong, apex rounded, 
base obtuse, entire, green, glabrous, 5-veined from the base, the three central 
veins more distinct than the lateral two. Ste^n erect, terete, wiry, pubescent ; 
internodes 0-2~-0-5 in. long in young stages. Leaves alternate or first pair 
opposite or sub-opposite, compound, paripinnate, earlier leaves with two 
pairs of leaflets, followed by leaves with three, then four pairs. Stipules minute, 
linear. Rachis 0-3-1-5 in. long in first season, pubescent. Leaflets opposite, 
veiy shortly petiolate, 0*5-l*7 in. by 0-2-0-5 in. in first season, unequally 
ovate lanceolate, acute, entire, pubescent, venation reticulate. Early leaves; 
small, successive leaves becoming larger. 

The efiect of weeding and watering on the development of the seedling 
is most marked. Various plots of seedlings, some weeded and watered and 
others left un weeded and un watered under purely natural conditions, were 
kept under observation at Dehra Dun, and the following measurements of 
the plants were recorded : 


Cassia Fistula : measurements of seedlings. 


Treatment. 


Height at end of season. 


Plants regularly weeded and 
watered 


1st. 

0 ft. 6 in.- 
2 ft. 0 in. 


2nd. 

2 ft. 0 in.- 
12 ft. 10 in. 


3rd. 

Maximum 
15 ft. 


Plants not weeded or watered Maximum 

0 ft. 9 in. 


Maximum 
1 ft. 10 in. 


9 in.- 
2ft. 8 in. 


4th. 


o ft.-8 ft. 


Tliis indicates that under natural conditions the seedling develops slowly for 
the first few years, after which more rapid growth takes place. A fairly long 
taproot is produced at an early stage. 

Seedlings are somewhat frost-tender, but have good power of recovery. 
If exposed to the sun during germination t^py are sensitive to drought, and 
the protection afforded by a covering of earth or a moderate growth of grass 
is useful; during the rains, however, much mortality occurs owing to the 
damping off of the seedlings where there is a heavy growth of weeds. In 
northern India the old leaves of natural seedlings drop about February, and 
new growth commences in March or early April. 

SiLVicuLTiTEAL CHABACTEES. Gassia Fistula stands a moderate amount 
of shade. It is not frost-hardy, arid suffered severely in the great frost of 
1905 in northern India. In the abnormal drought of 1907 and 1908, which 
seriously affected the forests of Oudh, it proved to be decidedly hardy. It is 
not readily browsed, even by goats. It coppices vigorously and produces 
root-suckers freely from a root-system which is partly superficial. As already 
stated, it is not exacting as regards soil, and may be found on poor shallow 
soils. 

Nattteal EBPRODtrcTiON. As the natural reproduction of this tree was 
something of a mystery, I made a special study of it in 1910 and following 
years, with interesting results, for it appears to furnish an instance where 
animal assistance is necessary in obtaining natural reproduction, and so far 
no case has yet been observed of reproduction having been effected without 
the agency of animals. . ^ ^ ^ 
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As already mentioned, the pods ripen from December-Jannary onwards, 
hanging on the tree often for many months : they commence falling about 
April-May, continuing to fall until September or even later. After falling 
they lie on the ground, where they may be foimd in quantity dining the 
succeeding cold and hot seasons. If pods are collected from the ground duiing 
these seasons and broken open each seed will be found loose in its own. cell, 
the pulp having dried up : many of the seeds will as a rule be found to be 
eaten by grubs, while those which are not attacked will be quite sound, and 
in fact tests have shown that they retain their vitality for at least two years. 
Later in the season, and throughout the rains, pods Ijing untouched on the 
ground continue in much the same state, their hard outer shells often becoming 
partially eaten by white ants, but no sign of the germination of the seed being 
apparent. 

In order to determine if possible what happens to the pods on the ground 
and how reproduction is effected, ripe pods were collected in March 1911 and 
laid on the ground on a marked plot at Dehra Dun with the view of periodical 
observations being made. Within a w^eek the plot was discovered by jackals, 
which broke the pods up with their teeth in order to eat the pulp, scattering 
the seeds about the plot. This plot was left in the condition in w’-hich it was, 
with the remnants of the pods and seeds lying about as the jackals had left 
them. A second plot, however, was laid out alongside the original one, 
and in it another lot of ripe pods was laid on the ground ; this plot, how- 
ever, was covered with a strong cage of wire netting to keep animals off, 
and both plots were subsequently kept under observation, with the following 
results : 

A. Unprotected plot (seeds scattered by jackals). (1) First season, germina- 
tion commenced in July, after heavy rain, and continued throughout August ; 
24 seedlings came up, of which 15 damped off during the rains owdng to heavy 
weed-grow^th, leaving 9 at the end of the season with a maximum height of 
8 in. (2) Second season, 10 new seedlings appeared in July from seed which 
had lain dormant for a year ; of these new seedlings 6, and of the old ones 
2, damped off during the rains owing to heavy weed-grow'th, leaving at the 
end of the season 11 survivors up to 1 ft. 6 in. in height, of which 7 were old 
and 4 new seedlings. (3) Third season, the 11 survivors of last year remained 
alive and in good condition, attaining a maximum height of 2 ft. 8 in. by 
the end of the season ; more dormant seeds germinated in July, but only 
2 seedlings escaped damping off under a growth of weeds, and the total number 
of seedlings in the plot at the end of the season was 13. 

B. Protected plot (covered with cage of wire netting to keep off animals). 
During the first rains the pulp within the pods became mouldy and rotten, 
but the seeds not attacked by grubs remained quite sound and fertile ; many, 
however, were destroyed by grubs. The pods were kept under observation 
for four seasons. The seeds never escaped from them, and no germination 
took place. The shells of the pods became partly eaten by white ants, and the 
seeds were also to some extent attacked, though some remained sound until 
the end of the period of observation. The fact remained that no germination 
took place from the pods in this plot. 

In addition to the observations just recorded many others have been 

2307.2, ' -O ■ ' ' 
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made in the forest with the view of ascertaining the extent to which animals 
assist in the natural reproduction of this tree, and no case has yet been met 
with in which the seed was found to germinate without having been extracted 
from the pods by animal agency ; on the other hand, the remnants of pods 
broken up by animals have frequently been met with, and in many cases 
voung seedlings have been found during the rains in the neighbourhood of 
these remnants. The animals which are known to eat the pulp of the pods, 
and are therefore useful agents in the spread of the tree, are monkeys, jackals, 
bears, and pigs ; there are possibly other animals also. Although many of 
the seeds are scattered near the trees where the pods are eaten, without being 
swallowed by the animals, some are swallowed, as the seeds have been noticed 
in their excreta ; in this way not only are the seeds disseminated, but germina- 
tion is probably accelerated, an important point in the case of hard leguminous 
seeds of this kind. Some curious instances of natural reproduction traceable 
to the presence of animals have been observed. In certain localities along the 
base of the outer Himalaya the tree is so plentiful as to approach gregarious- 
ness, and although reproduction is partly from suckers, yet seedlings of various 
aves are also met with ; such places have always been noticed to be frequented 
by numbers of monkeys, and there can be little doubt that they are the agents 

directly responsible for the spread of the tree. 

As regards the time taken by the seeds to germinate under natural 
conditions, the observations already recorded have been confirmed by other 
observations in similar plots in which the seed has been extracted from the 
pods and scattered on the surface of the ground, namely, that the seed 
terminates chiefly during the rainy season after thorough soaldng ; only 
a portion of it may germinate during the first year, some lying dormant until 
the second or even the third year before germinating. In the case of seed 
lying on the surface of the ground much mortality is caused during germination 
by the destruction of the radicle by birds and insects, or through drying up 
in places exposed to the sun. Where the seed is buried by rain or otherwise, 
which frequently occurs under natural conditions, germination is more suc- 
cessful A growth of grass, if not too rank, also protects the germinating seed. 
High mortality among the seedlings is caused subsequently by damping off 
where -weed-growth is heavy. 

Much of the natural reproduction met with in the forest consists of root- 
suckers ; this is particularly the ease on hill-sides, in cuttings, and other places 
where the surface roots are liable to be exposed. 

To summarize, the following facts have been established regarding the 
natural reproduction of this tree from seed : 

1. Reproduction is effected mainly, and perhaps entirely, through the 
agency of animals (monkeys, jackals, bears, pigs, and possibly others), which 
break open the pods to eat the pulp and thus scatter the seeds or swallow 
and disseminate them. 

2. The seed germinates during the rainy season, some lying dormant 
until the second or even the third rains. 

3. Germination is favoured if the seed becomes buried, and to some 
extent if it is protected by a moderate growth of grass ; if the seed lies on 
the surface of the ground much mortality takes place during germination 
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owing to til© destruction of th© radicl© by birds and insects, or to its drying 
up if exposed to the snn. 

4, Many seedlings perish in heavy weed-growth owing to damping off 
during the rains. 

AetificiaIi bepeodxjgtiox. The seed germinates tardily, that kept for 
a year germinating more readily than fresh seed. Certain methods of hastening 
the germination of hard leguminous seeds have been suggested in the intro- 
duction to this order, and these may prove effective. The seed should be 
sown in seed-beds in drills about 10 in. apart in March or April, and regularly 
watered ; germination ordinarily takes place early in the rains, though some 
of the seed may lie dormant until the second year, germinating at different 
times from March onwards. Transplanting requires some care, but it can be 
carried out satisfactorily while the plants are still comparatively small during 
the first rains : basket planting is the most satisfactory method, the seedlings 
being transferred to the baskets in the first rains and planted out in the second 
rains. It is doubtful if direct sowings can be relied on for forest purposes 
unless this species is mixed with other species, owing to its uncertain germina- 
tion : nevertheless, plants which do come up from direct sowings and are 
kept regularly weeded have been found to develop better than transplants. 

SiLViCTJLTXJEAL TEEATMENT. The oiily Satisfactory treatment for this 
species appears to be coppice, since natural reproduction by seed cannot be 
depended on over definite areas ; the tree is not of sufficient value to raise 
in regular plantations except as an accessory species in mixture with other 
trees. ■ ' ^ 

Rate oe geow’'th. The following records of periodical girth measurements 
in sample plots in the United Provinces show that the growth of trees (as 
distinct from coppice-shoots) is moderate only : 

Cassia Fistula : rate of growth in high forest sample plots. United Provinces. 

Number of Forest 
sample plots. division. 

2 Siwalik 

3 Lansdowne 

These plots were laid out primarily for the measurement of sal, and it is 
probable that the Cassia trees were dominated or even suppressed, so that 
the rate of growth exhibited here is probably slow^er than would be obtained 
under more favourable conditions. 

Gamble’s specimens gave about 9 rings per inch of radius, equivalent to 
a mean annual girth increment of 0*7 in. A cross-section 2 ft. 8 in. in girth 
in the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun had 55 rings; this represents 
a mean annual girth increment of 0*58 in. 

The rate of growth of coppice-shoots is fairly rapid wdiile it lasts, but in 
a small-sized tree of this kind the growth slows down early. Measurements 
of coppice-shoots one year old in Bhandara, Central Provinces, in 1912-13, 
showed an average height of 6 ft. 1 in. as against 7 ft. I in. for teak. Measure- 
ments recorded by Mr. A. F. Broun in 1886 in a coppice coupe nine years old 

■'D2'' 


Number of 

Number of 


Mean annual 

years under 

trees under 

Girth 

girth increment 

observation. 

observation. 

class. 

for period. 



ft. 

in. 

7 and 12 

{; 

1-2 

2-3 

0*16 

0-63 

12 and 17 

3 

14-3 

0-54 
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at Bullawala, Delira Dim, showed a mean girth of 7-7 in. and a mean height of 
11 ft. 8 in. for Cassia as compared with 8-6 in. and 16 ft. respectively for sal. 

The following figures give the results of measurements made in coppice 
coupes by iilr. C. M. McCrie in 1910 in Gorakhpur, United Provinces, together 
with measurements of sal coppice in the same coupes : 


Cassia Fistula : rate of growth of coppice, Gorakhpur. 



Mean height. 

Mean 

girth. 

Age. 

Cassia. 

Sal. 

Cassia. 

Sal. 

years. 

ft. 

4-0 

ft. 

30 

in. 

in. 

4 

7-6 

7-0 

2-2 

2*0 

6 

11-0 

10*3 

3*3 

2*9 

8 

14*0 

13*0 

4*2 

3*8 

10 

164 

15*3 

5*1 

4*8 

12 

18-5 

17-5 

5*9 

5*8 

14 

20*3 

19*2 

6*7 

6*7 

16 

22*1 

20*9 

7*3 

7*5 


Measurements made in 1911 in coppice coupes two years old in Gonda, 
United Provinces, gave the following results : 

Cassia. Sal. 

Mean height . 9 ft. 9 ft. 

Average number of shoots per stool . . . . l‘S 1-7 


2. Cassia renigera, Wall. Yem. Ngusliwe, ngusat,'Bm:m. 

A small deciduous tree of the dry zone of Upper Burma, chiefly in dry 
open scrub forests. It is often cultivated for ornament, and grows and flowers 
well even in moist climates like that of Rangoon, although in its natural 
habitat it is accustomed to a dry climate and is capable of growing on com- 
paratively poor soils. The tree has large pink flowers (Prain notes that the 
Shan hills specimens have yellow flowers) ; these appear in April and May 
in short racemes along the bare branches together with the young leaves, and 
the trees at this time are strikingly handsome. The pods are about 15-18 in. 
long, cylindrical and pendulous, resembling those of C. Fistula. The tree is 
leafless for some time in the hot season. 

3. Cassia siamea, Lam. Syn. C. florida, Vahl. Vern. Mezali, Burm. 

A moderate-sized evergreen tree with a dense crown, probably indigenous 
in Burma and the southernmost part of Madras ; largely planted for ornament. 
The yellow flowers, in large pyramidal terminal panicles, appear mainly in 
the hot season, but the flowering period is comparatively long, and flowers 
may often be found at various seasons. The pods are 4-10 in. long, and ripen 
towards the end of the hot season ; they hang in clusters and give the tree 
a somewhat untidy appearance. The tree grows fairly rapidly and is easy 
to cultivate ; it grows well on moist soils provided the drainage is good. 

4. Cassia auriculata, Linn. Tanners’ cassia. Vem. Tarwar, tarwad, 
taroda, Mar. ; Avamm, Tam. ; Tangedu, Tel. ; PeihtJiingat, Burm. 

An evergreen often gregarious shrub ; leaves paripinnate with eight to 
twelve pairs of leaflets. It yields the most important tan-bark in India, and 
on this account is worth Cultivation on a larger scale than at present. It is 
also a useful plant for clothing dry bare rocky ground and poor soil. In 
Madras it is sown as a green manure crop. 
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Disteibijtiok and habitat. Common in the drier parts of the Indian 
Peninsula from Ajmer and the Jumna river southwards, covering large areas 
in the Deccan ; also found in the dry zone of Upper Burma. It is common 
on dry stony hills in open places and in scrub forest ; it occurs also on black 
cotton soil and on laterite near the sea-coast. It is naturally a species of hot 
dry regions, where the absolute maximum shade temperature varies from 
100*^ to nearly 120° F., the absolute minimum from 33° to 55° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 20 to 50 in. 

Floavbring and feijiting. The yellow flowers appear at various seasons, 
chiefly from October to May. The flowering and fruiting seasons overlap, 
and ripe fruit may be found for a considerable period of the year. The pod 
is flat, 3-4 in. long by about 0-6 in. broad. The seeds (Fig. 146, a) are 0-3 in. 
long ; about 1,100 weigh 1 oz. Good seeds have no difficulty in germinating, 
and the percentage of fertility is fairly high. The plant begins to flower and 
fruit at an early age, usually when about a year old. 

Germination (Fig. 146, h-d), Epigeous. The radicle emerges and 
descends ; the hypocotyl elongates, raising above ground the cotyledons 
usually enclosed in the testa, which falls to the ground wfth the expansion 
of the cotyledons. 

The seedling (Fig. 146). 

Roots : primary root very long, terete, tapering, woody : lateral roots 
moderate in number, short to moderately long, distributed down main root. 
Hypocotyl distinct from root, 1-2 in. long, terete, tapering upwards, minutely 
pubescent when young. Cotyledons very shortly petiolate, foliaceous, some- 
what fleshy, 0‘6-0*8 in. by 0-5~0-7 in., sub-orbicular or broadly obovate, 
entire, green, glabrous. Stem erect, woody, glabrous, young parts green. 

alternate, compound, paripinnate, first 2-6 usually with 2 pairs of 
leaflets, subsequent leaves with 3-6 pairs or more. Stipules in young seedlings 
up to 0*25 in. long, linear or triangular acuminate, auriculate, green, pubescent. 
Rachis channelled above, sparsely pubescent. Leaflets shortly petioluled, 
with a filiform reddish gland at the base of each pair, 0*3-1 in. by 0*2~0*5 in., 
elliptical oblong, obtuse, mucronate, entire, terminal pair larger than remaining 
leaflets. 

Silvictjltitral characters. This shrub does not stand shade or drip 
from overhead trees, and grows best in open places with an abundance of 
light. It is sensitive to frost, but stands drought well, growing readily on 
dry shallow soil. It prefers light porous soil ; on water -logged ground or in 
soil containing an excess of moisture seedlings are apt to rot. The plant is 
avoided by goats and cattle, but plants cultivated near Dehra Dun were 
browsed by deer. It coppices well. 

Cultivation. The plant has been frequently cultivated in various parts 
of India, and for the production of tan-bark it is worked as coppice. For 
tanning cow and bufialo hides the bark from shoots three to five years old 
gives the best results, whereas for tanning goat and sheep skins that of young 
shoots two years old is preferred : this refers to unirrigated plants. The rota- 
tion has thus to be fixed according to requirements. 

For the formation of plantations stiff, water-logged, or Alkaline soil and 
frosty localities should be avoided, care being taken to select places with soil 
which is light, porous, and not too moist. The site for the plantation should 
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be an open one, trees and bnslies being removed if they are present. Direct 
sowing has given much better results than transplanting, and it has been found 
advantageous to plough up the land before sowing. The sowing may be done 
either broadcast or in lines : the latter method is considered preferable as it 
facilitates weeding, thinning out the seedlings, and loosening the soil.l^ Lines 
3 to 4 ft. apart produce a dense crop. In southern India June has been found 
to be the best month for sowing, except ^vhere the monsoon rains are heavy, 
in which case October is preferable, t The seedlings should be tliinned out 
during the first season where necessary ; weeding and cultivation of the soil, 
though not always essential, stimulate growth. Irrigation is not necessary 
except in an arid climat^ like that of Sind, where irrigated sowings are said 
to have produced a height-growth of 20 ft. in two years. Nevertheless, 
irrigation is sometimes carried out during the first two years in the normal 
climatic region of the plant, and this hastens growth. With suitable tending, 
but without irrigation, the plants should reach a height of about 4 or 5 ft. in 
the second year, or under favourable conditions more. 

9. BAUHINIA, Linn. 

This genus contains over thirty Indian species, of which the majoritj?’ are 
climbers, more than a third being trees and shrubs. They are easily recognized 
from the two leaflets being united for a portion of their length, forming 
a bilobed palmately veined leaf. Although none of the trees are of great 
importance as producers of timber, the bauhinias are of special interest as 
being widely represented throughout the forests of India and being charac- 
teristic members of many different forest types. Some are useful indirectly, 
for example B, purpurea for stocking frosty blanks, B, racemosa for afforesting 
open places, 5. retea for clothing hill slopes. 

Among the better known species five are described below in some detail, and 
these contain certain characters in common. They require care in transplanting, 
the roots being somewhat sensitive. The fruit forms rapidly and ripens soon 
after flowering, except in B. racemosa^ which takes several months to ripen 
its pods. The pods dehisce as a rule on the tree, scattering the seeds : this 
is particularly marked in the climber B. Vahlii, whose hard woody pods open 
with a crack in sunny weather and shoot the seeds to some distance. B, mala- 
barica is an exception to the rule, the pods usually reaching the ground before 
dehiscing. The seed germinates readily, but in certain species (e. g. B. 'mala- 
barica and J5. racemosa) some of the seed may lie dormant for a year before 
germinating. It is of great advantage to successful reproduction if the seed 
becomes covered before germination, since the radicles of seeds germinating 
on the surface of the ground are liable to be eaten by birds or insects or to 
dry up before gaining a footing in the soil. Germination of the species studied 
is epigeous, but two species (B. purpurea and B. variegata) are interesting as 
showing a transition between hypogeous and epigeous germination. 

The genus contains several climbers which are noxious to tree growth 
and require to be cut periodically in the forest. The best known is B. Vahlii, 
W. and A., a gigantic climber sometimes reaching a girth of 4 or 5 ft. or even 
more ; its eradication is difficult, since when cut down it at once sends out 
from the base new shoots which grow at a very rapid rate. 
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Species 1. B. racemosa, Lam.; 2. B. malaharica, Roxb.; 3. B. retusa, 
Ham. ; 4. 5. purpurea, Linn. ; 5. B, variegata, Linn. 

1. Baiihinia racemosa, Linn. Vern. Jhinjeri, jhanjhora, mahuna, Hind. ; 
Apia, Mar. ; Banne, Kan. ; VattdttU, Tam. ; Ari, Tel. ; Palan, Burm. 

A small to moderate-sized deciduous (or evergreen ?) tree with a somewhat 
crooked bole, drooping branchlets, and small leaves broader than long, cleft 
nearly half-way down. Bark bluish black, rough with numerous deep vertical 
cracks, pinkish red inside, turning brown on exposure. The tree is of no 
importance for timber, but the bast yields a strong cordage fibre. Silvi- 
culturally it is of some importance as a common constituent of the drier types 
of forest and as a useful species for filling blanks. 

Distribxjtiok and habitat. Throughout the greater part of India in 
deciduous forests of a dry type, ascending to 5,000 ft. in the western Himalaya ; 
frequent in grassy blanks and open spaces, and common also on dry hills. 
In Burma it occurs on savannah lands and is fairly common in the dry zone 
associated with Acacia Catechu, A. leucophloea, Pentacme suavis, Shorea obtusa, 
Terminalia Oliveri, T, tomentosa, Bridelia retusa, Diospyros burmanica, Buchan- 
ania latifoUa, Zizyphus Jujuha, Odina Wodier, Cassia renigera, Phyllanthus 
Emblica, and other trees. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 100^ to 118° E., the absolute minimum from 30° to 55° E., and the normal 
rainfall from 30 to 85 in. 

Leaf-sheddestg, elowerihg, ahd ebijitixg. The old leaves are shed in 
the cold or early hot season and the new foliage appears in the hot season, 
sometimes before the old leaves have all fallen. The racemes of small creamy 
white flowers appear from March to June. The pods ripen in November- 
December and remain some months on the tree, falling towards the end of 
the hot season or early in the rains : they are indehiscent, 5-8 in. long, dark 
brown when ripe, thick, rigid, falcate, containing twelve to twenty seeds which 
rattle in the septate pods. The seeds (Eig. 147, a) are dark reddish brown, 
hard, smooth, shining, 0-3-0-4 in. by 0-18-0-25 in., with a hard fairly thick 
testa : about 220-250 weigh 1 oz. The seeds have a fairly high germinative 
power (58 to 95 per cent, in tests at Dehra Dun) and retain their vitality to 
some extent for at least one year. In order to collect the seed the pods should 
be plucked off the trees when thoroughly ripe, from January to March ; they 
should then be hammered open and the seeds separated out. 

Gbbmixation (Eig, 147, 6-e). Epigeous. The radicle emerges from one 
end G,f the seed and descends; the hypocotyl elongates by arching, and the 
cotyledons, enclosed in the testa, are carried up above ground, the testa falling 
with their expansion. 

The seeolihg (Fig. 147). 

Moots : primary root moderately long, wiry, flexuose : lateral roots 
moderate in number, fibrous : nodules present. Hypocotyl distinct from and 
thicker than root, 0*3-0-5 in. long, slightly compressed and more or less 
grooved down two sides, tapering downwards, green, glabrous. Cotyledons 
sub-sessile or very shortly petiolate, 0*9-l*2 in. by 0-5-0-6 in., foliaceous, 
somewhat fleshy, obliquely ovate elliptical, entire, green, glabrous. Stem 
erect, terete or slightly compressed, wiry, zigzag at the nodes, green, young 
parts minutely pubescent, soon becoming glateous. Leaves simple, alternated 
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Stipules minute, subulate. Petiole O'4-l in. long. Lamina 0*6 1-5 in. by 
1-2 in., broader than long, cleft nearly halLway down, mucronate, entire, sub- 
coriaceous, glaucous beneath, darker above, glabrous, apices of lobes rounded, 
each lobe palmately 7- or 9- veined, with a straight midrib between the lobes. 

The development of the seedling is rapid under favourable conditions, 
that is, particularly if weeding and watering are carried out. The young 
plant is of straggling habit, commencing to form strong side branches from 
the base at an early age ; these side branches succeed each other in alternate 
succession up the stem and grow rapidly, those near the base attaining a length 
of over 3 ft. by the end of the first season in the case of vigorous plants. The 
stem and branches droop, their extremities often touching the ground. A long 
taproot is developed at an early age, and may attain a length of over 2 ft. 
in three months from germination. Growth ceases in November-December, 
and new growth commences in March ; in the second season the growth 
usually starts with the elongation of the lower side branches, the main stem 
showing little or no growth until May or later (Dehra Dun). The leaves 
commence to fall in December and continue falling till May. 

Seedlings have good power of pushing their way through grass and low 
weeds, but their development suffers until the weeds are overtopped ; regular 
weeding has a marked effect on their growth. Drought is to be feared chiefly 
in the germinating stages in the case of seed lying on hard bare ground exposed 
to the sun. In frosty localities the seedlings are sometimes killed back, 
especially in grass, but have good power of recovery. 

The following measurements of seedlings in experimental plots at Dehra 
Dun will give some idea of the rate of growth under different conditions : 


Bauhinia racemosa : rate of growth of seedlings, Dehra Dun. 


Condition under which 
grown. 


1st season. 


Height and other particulars at end of season. 

2nd season. 3rd season. 


Weeded irrigated sow- 
ings 


Maximum 4 ft. 2 in. 
(side branches up to 
3 ft, 3 in. long) 


Maximum 9 ft. 0 in. 
(dense crop, very 
vigorous) 


Maximum 15 ft. 0 in. 
(maximum diameter 
2-| in. at 2| ft. from 
the ground) 


4th season. 


Unweeded irrigated Maximum 2 ft. 0 in. 
sowings 


Maximum 3 ft. 6 in. 0 ft. 2J in. -3 ft. 9 in. 
(chiefly under 1 ft. (chiefly under 1 ft. 
6 in. among weeds) 8 in.) 


Weeded unirrigated Maximum 3 ft. 0 in. Maximum 3 ft. 2 in. 
sowings 

Unweeded unirrigated dl) Maximum 2ft. 7 in. Maximum 3 ft. 6 in. 
sowings (i.e. natural 
conditions) 4 

' (2) Maximum 0 ft. 6| in. Maximum 1 ft. 3 in. 


Nursery-raised plants, 
transplanted with 
entire roots and stem 
Nursery-raised plants, 
transplanted with 
pruned roots and 
stem 


Maximum 1 ft. 2 in. 

Maximum 0 ft. 9 in. 


Maximum 3 ft. 6 in. 

Maximum 1 ft. 9 in. 


Weeded unirrigated ( (1 ) Maximum 1 ft. 9 in, 
line sowings with j 
field crops ((2) • — 


Maximum 2 ft. 4 in. 
3 in,-3,ft. 10 in. 


Maximum 7 ft. 7 in. 

0 ft. 5 in. -4 ft. 8 in. 

(chiefly under 2 ft. 
except where weeds 
scanty) 

0 ft. 4| in. -3 ft, 0 in. Maximum 
7 ft. 0 in. 

2 ft. 9 in. -4 ft, 2 in. 


0 ft. 10 in. -3 ft. 8 in. 


These figures demonstrate the great value of weeding, whether irrigation 
be carried out or not. 
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Silvicultural characters. The tree is a light-demander, though some- 
times found in slight shade. It is affected to some extent by frost, but has 
good power of recovery. In the abnormal drought of 1907 and 1908 in the 
forests of Oudh it proved to be decidedly hardy. The tree produces root- 
suckers and coppices well. 

Natural reproduction. The pods fall towards the end of the hot season 
or early in the rains. If the seed be extracted from the pods germination 
commences with the early showers of May and continues for some time during 
the rains, some seed lying even until the second rains before it germinates. 
The pods being indehiscent the seeds do not escape for some time after the 
pods fall ; this they do ordinarily through the pods rotting or becoming eaten 
by white ants, but in any case it is probable that under natural conditions 
most if not all of the seed fails to germinate until the rains of the following 
year. An important aid to successful germination is the covering of the seed 
by earth and debris, which often takes place under natural conditions during 
the period in which the seed lies on the ground before germinating. When 
germination takes place on the surface of the ground there is much mortality 
through the drying up of the radicle or its destruction by birds and insects. 
Natural seedlings are capable of struggling successfully through low weeds 
and grass, but their growth is kept back until the weeds are overtopped. In 
dry hot situations the seedlings tend to die back for a few years, finally 
starting upward growth when the root-system has established itself. 

Artificial reproduction. Experiments at Dehra Dun have shown that 
the best results are obtained by direct sowings in lines, the young plants being 
kept weeded and the soil being loosened from time to time. Line sowings 
with field crops, the crop employed being the lesser millet or maiidwa [Eleusine 
coracana)y gSbVe good results provided the lines were kept clear of crops to 
a width of 2 ft. 

Transplanting can be carried out successfully with small nursery plants, 
the seed being sown in nursery drills not less than 9 in. apart in April or 
May and the seedlings transplanted during the first rains ; the long taproot 
prevents successful transplanting later unless regular watering can be carried 
out, and experiments in pruning down the stem and taproot were only partially 
successful. 

This is one of the species which have been raised by sowings in conjunction 
with field crops (sesamum, tur or arhar^ and cotton) in the Amraoti forest 
division, Berar.^ 

Silvicultural treatment. The tree is only of secondary importance, 
and is treated as an accessory species. Where a regular system is applied to 
the mixed forests in which it occurs the treatment usually followed is that 
of coppice or coppice-with-standards. 

Rate of grow^th. So f^r as available statistics show, the rate of growth 
in high forest is slow. Sample plot measurements in the Siwaliks, extending 
over a period of twelve years, showed the following mean annual girth incre- 
ments for the period : 

Trees 12-24 in. in girth— 0- 21 in. (four measurements). 

Trees 24-36 in. in girth— 0*33 in. (four measurements). 

^ Ind. Forester, xxxvii (1911), p. 8. 
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As regards coppice, the following figures resulting from measurements 
made in 1910 by Mr. C. M. McCrie in the Ramgarh coppice coupes, Gorakhpur, 
United Provinces, indicate that the rate of growth for a time is fairly fast ; 

Bauhinia mcetnosa : rate of growth of coppice, Gorakhpur. 


Age. 

Mean height. 

Mean girth. 

years. 

ft. 

in. 

2 

4-5 

— 

4 

9*0 

3-3 

6 

12-5 

4-5 

8 

160 

5-7 

10 

19-5 

6*8 

12 

230 

7*5 


2. Bauhinia malabarica, Roxb. Vem. Amli, imli,amlosa, Bind. ; Karmai, 
Beng. ; ShadU, Kan. ; AttU, Tam. ; Aram fuli, Mai. ; Bwechin, Burm. 

A moderate-sized tree, evergreen or nearly so, with a bushy crown of dark 
green fohage ; leaves 2-3 in. long, broader than long, cleft about one-third of 
the length, acid to the taste, unlike those of B. racemosa, which they resemble 
somewhat otherwise. Bark rough, dark brown, exfoliating in long strips, pink 
to red inside. The wood is used only for fuel. 

Distbibtjtion and babitat. Throughout the greater part of India and 
Burma, but not in the driest tracts, in deciduous forests usually of a moister 
type than those in which B. racemosa is found. It is a common accessory 
species in the sal forests of India, in the teak and lower mixed forests of Burma, 
and in the moist forests of western and southern India. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 95° to 110° E., the absolute minimum from 32° to 62° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 40 to 120 in. or more. 

Flowering and fbuiting. The dull whitish flowers, in small axillary 
racemes, appear from August to October, and the pods develop rapidly, ripen- 
ing from January to March, and often hanging in large quantities on the trees. 
The pods are 7-12 in. long by about 0-75 in. broad, flat, flexible, many seeded, 
tapering gradually to a point. The pods either dehisce on the trees towards 
the end of the hot season or fall before dehiscing. The seeds (Fig; 148, a), 
of which about 320 weigh 1 oz., retain their vitality to some extent for one 
year. 

Germination (Fig. 148, b-e). Epigeous. The radicle emerges and 
descends, and the hypocotyl elongates by arching ; the cotyledons, enclosed 
in the testa, are raised above the ground, and the testa falls with their expan- 
sion. 

The seedling (Fig. 148). 

Boots : primary root moderately long, terete, tapering : lateral roots 
moderate in number and length, fibrous. Hypocotyl distinct from and thicker 
than the root, 0-3-0-8 in. long, terete or slightly compressed, fusiform or taper- 
ing slightly upwards, sparsely covered with minute stiff hairs. Cotyledons : 
petioles 0-06 in. long, flattened above ; lamina 0-8-1-1 in. by 0'6-0-7 in., 
foliaceous, somewhat fleshy, oblong or elliptical, entire, sparsely covered with 
minute stiff hairs, 5- veined from the base. Stem erect, terete or slightly com- 
pressed, somewhat zigzag at the nodes, pubescent. Leaves simple, alternate, 
acid. Stipules 0-15 in. long, linear falcate, pubescent. Petiole 0-4-0-6 in. 
long, pubescent. Lamina 0-5-1 in. by 1-2 in., broader than long, cleft to 
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about ono-tliiid of tliG length, inucronatc, base cordate, entire, glabrous 
paimately 7- veined with a straight midiib between the lobes. 

Under natural conditions the development of the seedling is slow, but if 


d 




Fio. 148. Bauhinia malabarica. Seedling x|. 
a, seed ; h-e, germination stages ; f-Ji, development of seedling during first season. 

weeded and watered it grows more rapidly. Seedlings grown under natural 
conditions in grass at Dehra Dun had maximum heights of 0 ft. 4 in., 1 ft. 8 in., 
and 5 ft. 7 in. at the end of the first, second, and third seasons respectively. 
The seedling has good power of struggling through grass and low weeds, but 
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its growth suffers in the process and increases rapidly when the weeds are 
overtopped. The leaves fall about December-Eebruary, and new growth 
starts in March (Dehra Dun). The seedling is somewhat frost-tender in early 
youth. 

Xattteal ebpeodtjction. The seeds are sometimes scattered through 
the pods dehiscing on the tree in dry hot weather, but perhaps more commonly 
they escape either through the dehiscence of the pod after reaching the ground 
or through the pod valves becoming eaten by white ants or rotting off. Ger- 
mination commences early in the rains and continues for a time during the 
rainy season ; many seeds lie ungerminated until the second rainy season. 
Germination is most successful on loose soil where the seed becomes buried ; 
if it takes place on the surface of the ground the radicle is apt to dry up or to 
become eaten by insects or birds before it can penetrate the soil. 

Rate of geowth. Little is known regarding the rate of growth of this 
species. Two trees measured for seven years in a sample plot in the Siwaliks 
showed the following growth : 

1. Girth class 12 to 24 in. — mean annual girth increment for the period, 

0-11 in. 

2. Girth class 24 to 36 in.— mean annual girth increment for the period, 

0-6 in. 

* 

3. BauMnia retusa. Ham. YeTn,Kandla,semla, kuTdliiLixLd.; Nirpa,Teh 

A moderate-sized tree, never quite leafless, with entire or emarginate 
coriaceous leaves 4-6 in, broad, somewhat broader than long. Bark 0-3- 
0-5 in. thick, dark brown, longitudinally cracked, pale pink inside. The bast 
yields a fibre and the cortex a clear gum, for which the trees are extensively 
tapped in some localities. Gamble says the wood is the best of those of the 
bauhinias, but is not much used. Silviculturally the tree is important in the 
outer Himalaya, as it covers the hilhsides at elevations intermediate between 
those at which many of the low-level species disappear and Quercus incana 
and its associates commence. 

Distribution and habitat. Sub-Himalayan tract and outer Himalaya 
from the Beas to Nepal, Chota Nagpur, Orissa, Central Provinces (Raipur, 
Bilaspur, South Chanda, Bhandara, Balaghat), and the Circars. In the outer 
Himalaya it is gregarious at elevations chiefly between 3,000 and 4,500 ft., 
but on southern slopes it occasionally ascends to 6,000 ft., as below Naini Tal, 
where it is associated -with Quercus incana and Pinus lo7igifoUa ; it is also 
found in the Siwalik hills. According to Parker it occurs in the J owlian reserve, 
Khanpur range, Hazara, but has not been collected between this and the 
Beas. It is always found on well-drained ground, on hill slopes or the sides 
of ravines. In the Himalayan and sub-Himalayan region it occurs mainly on 
shale, sandstone, and conglomerate. In Chota Nagpur it is common on the 
hills, especially on northern slopes, in Singhbum and elsewhere. Haines says 
it is very common on quartzite along the Konar nadi, Hazaribagh, and that 
it is found on quartzite rocks near Deori, Bhandara, Central Provinces. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 95° to 115° the absolute minimum from 28° to 42° P., and the normal 
rainfall from 40 to 90 in. 
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Leaf-sheddihg, elowering, akd erttites-g. The tree is never leafless : 
the old leaves fall during the hot season and the new bright green foliage 
appears in May and June, at which time the trees are conspiciioiis. The 
flowers appear from September to November, and the trees are then covered 
with masses of yellowish white blossom. The pods form rapidly, becoming 
a rich crimson colour before ripening ; the masses of crimson pods hanging 
amongst the rich green foliage give the trees a particularly handsome appear- 
ance from January onwards. The pods are 4-7 in. by l-2-l*7 in., flat and 
hard ; they dehisce on the tree in June (outer Himalaya), the valves curling 
spirally and scattering the seeds. The seeds are dark brown, smooth, flat, 
about 0-5 in. in diameter. 

SiLViOTJLTURAL CHARACTERS. The silviculture of this tree has not yet 
been studied in detail. One particular requirement is a demand for perfect 
drainage. Otherwise its demands do not appear to be exacting, as it can 
grow on poor stony ground where many species could not survive. 

Natural reeroductiox. The seeds, scattered towards the end of the 
hot season, germinate early in the rains, and, as in the case of other bauhinias, 
the establishment of the seedling appears to depend largely on the seed becom- 
ing covered with earth and debris, while new soil formed by landslips and 
erosion is very favourable to germination, and germinating seeds are some- 
times found in quantity on such ground during the rains. These conditions 
commonly obtain on the hilly ground frequented by the tree, the flat seed 
lending itself to being covered with the loose earth washed down in the rains ; 
this may to some extent account for the gregariousness of the species in the 
outer Himalaya. 

Rate OE growth. Reliable statistics are wanting as regards the rate of 
growth of seedling trees. A cross-section 3 ft. 3 in. in girth in the silvicultural 
museum at Dehra Dun had 47 rings, giving a mean annual girth increment 
of 0-83 in. 

Measurements made in 1916 in the Saitba coppice coupes, Kolhan, Chota 
Nagpur, show the following average rate of growth of coppice of Bmihinia 
retusa and sal respectively in a somewhat poor locality : 

Bauhinia retusa : rate of growth of coppice, Saitba. 

Mean height. Mean girth at 4|- ft. from ground. 


Age. 

Bauhinia retma. 

Sal. 

Bauhinia reHim. 

Sal 

years. 

ft. 

ft. 

in. 

in. 

2 

5-5 

9:0 

2-5 

4-0 

4 

11*0 

16.0* 

4-3 

6*5 

6 

15-0, 

20-0 

5-7 

8-6 

8 

19-5 

22-5 . . 

7-0 

10-3 

10 

23-5 

24-5 

8-0 

11-5 

12 

27*5 

26'5 

90 

12-6 

14 

31-0 

28-5 

10*0 

13‘6 


4. Bauhinia purpureUy Linn. Yem, Kliairwdl, kar dr, kolidr, hanidr. 
Hind.; Atmatti, \ Sarul, haswanapada, kancMvdla, Kan.; KamJian, 
TeL ; Mahahlegani, Bu^ . 

A moderate-sized evergreen tree with a bushy crown ; leaves 3-6 in. long, 
somewhat longer than broad, cleft about half-way dovm. Bark dark grey or 
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brown, pink to pale yellow inside. The wood is used for agricultural imple- 

ments and the bark for tanning. 

Disteibutiois!; AND HABITAT. Common in the mixed and sal forests of 
the sub-Himalayan tract, ascending the outer hills and valleys to 4,000 ft., 
Assam and the Indian Peninsula ; not indigenous in Burma. In its region 
the tree is characteristic of rqixed deciduous forests, often of a dry type, 
occurring on hill slopes, in valleys, and along streams. Frequently cultivated 
for the sake of its handsome flowers. In its natural habitat the absolute 
maximum shade temperature varies from 100® to 115® F., the absolute mini- 
mum from 30® to 60® F., and the normal rainfall from 40 to 85 in. 

Flovtebino and bruiting. The terminal panicled racemes of large 
purple, deep rose to lilac flowers appear amongst the foliage from September 
to December. The flowers are very fragrant, and are visited by numerous 
bees, by whose agency pollination is eflected. The pods (Fig. 149, a) form 
rapidly, some attaining a fair length while the tree is still in flower : they 
ripen from January to March, and are then greenish purple, 6~12in. by 0-7-1 in., 
flat, fairly thick, pointed, slightly falcate, with coriaceous valves, containing 
10-15 seeds. The seeds (Fig. 149, b) are brown, compressed, 0-6 by 0-5 in. 
They germinate readily and have a high percentage of fertility, which they 
retain unimpaired for at least one year ; tests at Dehra Dun with seed kept 
for 14 months showed a fertility of 100 per cent. The pods dehisce on the 
t]«ee during the hot season, scattering the seeds. 

Germination (Fig. 149, c-/). Strictly speaking epigeous, but shows 
a transition between the hypogeous and epigeous form. The radicle emerges, 
while the plumule commences to grow and the young shoot to develop before 
emerging from between the cotyledons : the latter separate very slightly and 
the young shoot extricates itself by arching or bending as in hypogeous germ- 
ination, but after its emergence the cotyledons, which become green, separate 
and are carried above ground on a short hypocotyl. 

The SEEDLING (Fig. 149). 

Boots : primary root moderately long and thick, terete, tapering : lateral 
roots moderate in number, fibrous. Hypocotyl distinct from the root, 0-2- 
0-5 in. long, moderately thick, white or pale green, glabrous, subterranean or 
at ground-level. Cotyledons sub-sessile, 0*6-0 *8 in. by 0*4~0-5 in., plano- 
convex, somewhat fleshy, oblong, apex rounded, base sagittate, green, glabrous. 
Stem erect, terete or slightly compressed, somewhat zigzag at the nodes, 
glabrous or young parts minutely pubescent; internodes 0*4-1 -5 in. long. 
Leaves simple, alternate, at first small, becoming consecutively larger. Stipules 
0*05 in. long, falcate. Petiole 0*3-1 *3 in. long, finely pubescent. Lamina 
0-3-1-5 in. by 0-3“l*6 in., about as broad as long, cleft to nearly half-way 
down, mucronate, apices of lobes acute, base cordate or truncate, entire, 
young leaves finely pubescent, palmately 7- veined with a straight midrib 
between the lobes. 

The growth of the seedling is very rapid under favourable conditions. 
Nursery-raised plants at Dehra Dun, regularly weeded and watered, attained 
a maximum height of 3 ft. 9 in. in two months from germination. In one plot 
17 nursery plants varied from 3 ft. 7 in. to 10 ft. 5 in. by the end of the first 
season ; by the end of the second season they had a maximum height of 
15 ft. 6 in., and were in flower. Under less favourable conditions the growth 
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is much slower. The season’s growth ends about November, and new growth 
begins in February (Dehra Dun).“ 

Silvicultural characters. The tree is a moderate light-demander. It 
is decidedly frost-hardy, as is proved by the fact that it may be found surviv- 
ing on grass-lands subject to bad frosts, where all but the most frost-hardy 
trees fail. 

Natural beproductioh. The seeds germinate readily at the beginning 
of the rains, when numerous young seedlings may be found in the neighbour- 
hood of seed-bearers. Where germination takes place on the surface of the 
ground, however, much mortality takes place owing to the drying up of the 
radicle if exposed to the sun. The survival of the seedlings is greatly facilitated 
if the seed becomes buried in loose earth before germination and the roots of 
the young plant are not exposed. 

Artificial REPRonuoTioisr. Experiments at Dehra Dun have shown that 
the best results are attained by line sowings kept regularly weeded : irrigation 
also has a marked effect on the growth. The seedlings are somewhat sensitive 
to transplanting, which has to be done with care. The seed should be sown 
in the nursery in April or May in drills 9-10 in. apart, and covered to a depth 
of about a quarter of an inch, regular watering and weeding being carried out. 
The seedlings appear in about 4-10 days, and can be transplanted while still 
of small size during the first rains. Transplanting with unpruned stem and 
roots should not be attempted during the second rains unless regular watering 
is possible for some time. A certain amount of success has been attained by 
transplanting after pruning the stem and taproot down to 2 and 9 in. respec- 
tively, but this checks the growth severely for a time. 

5. Bauhinia variegata, Linn. Vern. Kaclmdr, Hind. ; Kanclmn, thaur, 

Mar. 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree with leaves 3-6 in. long, as broad as or 
broader than long, cleft about one-quarter to one-third down. Bark grey, 
with longitudinal cracks, pale pink inside. The wood is used for agricultural 
implements and the bark for tanning. The tree is extremely handsome when 
in flower, and is largely planted for ornament. 

Distribution and habitat. The sub-Himalayan tract and outer hills 
and valleys from the Indus eastward, ascending to 5,000 ft., Assam, Burma, 
Chota Nagpur, Central Provinces, and other parts of the Indian Peninsula. 
Frequently cultivated for ornament. It is essentially a tree of the mixed 
deciduous forests, often of a somewhat dry type, and occurs frequently on 
hilly ground. It ascends some distance into the Himalayan valleys, and 
occurs gregariously on some of the outer kills up to 5,000 ft. on southerly 
aspects. In the Indian Peninsula it occurs chiefly on hilly ground, and in 
Burma it afiects the drier types of mixed forest, entering the dry zone and 
ascending the hijls to over 3,000 ft. In its natural habitat the absolute maxi- 
mum shade temperature varies from 97° to 115° F., the absolute minimum 
from 28° to 45° F., and the normal rainfall from 40 to 100 in. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. The leaves commence 
falling in November-December, and the tree is leafless or nearly so by March ; 
the new leaves appear in April and May. The large pink to purple or white 
flowers appear from February to April, chiefly on the upper leafless branches, 
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the lower branches often being still in leaf. The flowers are fragrant and are 
visited by bees, by whose agency pollination is effected. The pods (Fig, 150, a) 
form rapidly, ripening in May and June (northern India) : they are 6-12 in. by 
0-7-1 in., hard and flat, with 10 to 15 seeds, and dehisce for the most part on 
the tree, scattering the seeds. The seeds (Fig. 150, b) are 0*5— 0*75 in. by 
0-5— 0*7 in., nearly circular, flat, brown, with a somewhat coriaceous testa, 
70-100 weighing 1 oz. ; they germinate readily and show a high percentage 
of fertility, which is retained to some extent for at least a year. 

Geumixation (Fig. 150, c-g) as in B. purpurea. 

The seedling (Fig. 150). 

^ Boots : primary root moderately long and thick, terete, tapering, whitish 
or light brown : lateral roots moderate in number, fibrous. Hypocotyl distinct 
from the root, 0-1-0-15 in. long, thick, tapering downwards, minutely pubescent 
or glabrescent,^ subterranean or at ground-level. Cotyledons sessile or sub- 
sessile, 0*8-1 in. by 0-6-0-8 in., plano-convex, somewhat fleshy, broadly 
elliptical or sub-orbicular, usually oblique, apex rounded, base slightly auricu- 
late or sub-sagittate, entire, yellow or greenish, glabrous. Stem often arched 
during germination, soon becoming erect, grooved and angular, pubescent ; 
internodes 0*3— 1*5 in. long. Leaves simple, alternate, the first one or two 
often small and abortive. Stipules minute. Petiole 0*3-1 in. long, pubescent. 
Lamina 0*4-0 *9 in. by 0*8-1 *6 in,, broader than long, cleft to about one- quarter 
to one-third of the length, mucronate, apices of lobes often acute, enthe, 
sub-coriaceous, glabrous above, slightly pubescent beneath, palmately 7- or 
9- veined with a straight midrib between the lobes. 

If weeded and watered the seedling develops rapidly. Nursery-raised 
plants at Dehra Dun attained a height up to 3 ft. 4 in. in two months from 
germination, with taproots up to 1 ft. 7 in. long and 0*5 in. thick. Eight 
nursery-raised seedlings in one plot varied from 3 ft. 7 in. to 7 ft. 10 in. in 
height by the end of the first season. Under less favourable conditions the 
growth is considerably less, natural seedlings usually attaining a maximum 
height of 1 ft. by the end of the first season. The season’s growth ceases about 
November, and new growth commences in February (Dehra Dun). 

Natueal eeprodxjction. The seeds, which are scattered before the 
beginning of the monsoon, germinate readily when the rains begin, and germ- 
inating seeds may be found in quantit}^ round the trees'. But unless the 
seed happens to become buried in earth and debris, or is sheltered from the 
sun, most if not all of the young plants may die off owing to the drying up of 
the radicle if exposed to the sun, while birds and insects also cause a good 
deal of mortality by eating off the radicles. The most favourable condition 
for the establishment of reproduction appears to be the presence of loose 
porous well-drained soil, in which in the first place the . seed has a chance of 
becoming covered with earth, and in the second place the seedling develops 
sufficiently rapidly to overcome weed- growth. 

Aetieicial eepeoduction. The most successful means of raising the 
tree artificially is by sowing in lines in which the soil has been well loosened, 
followed byregular weeding and loosening of the soil. Unless regular w'atering 
can be carried out, transplanting is difficult except in the case of small plants 
during the first rains. The seed should be sown in May in drills 9-10 in. apart : 
the young plants usually appear in 4 to 10 days, and may be transplanted 
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Bauhinia variegata : coppice measurements, Ramgarh, Dehra Dun. 


Age. 

years. 

8 

8 

9 

10 


Mean height. 

Bauhinia variegata. Sal. 

ft. ft. 

18 16*3 

20 13.2 

13 16-0 

10 Il-O 


Mean girth. 
Bauhinia mriegdta. 

in. 

7-5 

60 

7*0 

4-0 


>Sal. 

in. 

8-3 

7- 1 

8 - 6 
5-9 


Sub-Order III. MIMOSEAE 

Genera 1. Prosopis, Linn. ; 2. Xylia, Benth. ; 3. Acacia. Willd. • 
4. ^BizziA, Durazzini ; 5. Dicheostachys, DC. ; 6. Adehanthera, Linn, i 
7. PiTHBCOLOBiUM, Martius ; 8. Leucabna, Benth. 

1.' PROSOPIS, Linn. 

Species 1. P. spfcig'era, Linn. ; 2. P. juUflora, DC. 

1. Prosopis spieigera, Liim. Vern. Jawd, Punjab ; Zawdf, Sind ; Z/iejra, 
Rajputana ; Semru, sumri, Guz. ; Shema., saunder, Mar. ; Bamii, Kan. ; 
Jamhu, paranibe, Tam. ; Jamhi, Tel. ' 

A moderate-sized thorny tree, evergreen or nearly so, with light foliage 
and. straggling rather slender branches armed with conical pricldes. It does 
not ordinarily exceed a height of 40 ft. and a girth of 4 ft., the maximum 
attained being 50 ft. and 6 ft. respectively. The bole is usually short and is 
rarely straight ; spines persist on the bole until it reaches a girth of about 
1^ ft. Bark up to 1 in. thick, grey, rough with longitudinal furrows and 
transverse cracks. Wood very hard, heartwood dark brown ; it makes 
excellent fuel and charcoal, and is used locally for various purposes. The pods 
contain a dry sweetish pulp, and are used as food for cattle. 

Distributioh AXD HABITAT. TMs tree occuTs in the dry and arid regions 
of India, namely in Sind, the Punjab plains, Baluchistan, Rajputana, Guzerat, 
the Deccan, and the drier parts of southern India ; it extends into Persia. 

In Sind Prosopis spieigera is one of the principal species on the highe r 
and older alluvium in the region of the Indus. Although found to a greater 
or less extent both in upper and in lower Sind, it may be considered to be the 
most characteristic species in the former just as babul {Acacia arahica) is in 
the latter : this is probably due partly to the greater intensity of frost in 
upper Sind, which is more harmful to Acacia araSica than to Prosopis, and 
partly to the fact that the duration of river inundations is longer and their 
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extent greater in lower than in upper Sind, the babul being favoured by these 
nioister conditions. The occurrence of Prosopis spicigera marks one of the 
successive stages between that in which new" alluvial ground is formed in the 
river-bed and the time when, owing to the receding of the river, this land is left 
higli and dry above the reach of even abnormal river floods. The flood season 
of the Indus commences about the beginning of May, with the melting of the 
Himalayan snows, and the river continues to rise, with occasional interrup- 
tions, until July or sometimes later ; thereafter it subsides gradually and 
reaches its winter level as a rule about the end of October. In the course of 
the annual floods much land is lost by erosion, while corresponding new land 
is won by accretion. The newest so-called kacha alluvium thrown up by 
deposits of silt becomes quickly covered with Tamarix dioica and T, Troupii, 
and a growth of kanh grass {Saccharum spontaneum) : as the ground becomes 
more elevated Populns euphratica and Acacia amhica make their appearance, 
while later, when the land becomes elevated above the reach of all but abnormal 
floods, Prosopis spicigera becomes the prevailing species, having already 
gained a footing with the aid of the river floods and having survived after the 
preceding species have gradually disappeared. This, however, is not the 
final stage, for although its long taproot and its power of reproduction by 
root-suckers enable it to outlive its predecessors it is not strictly a desert 
species, and though it lingers for a long time on the older higher and drier 
alluvium it eventually gives place in the driest tracts to more typical desert 
species such as Gapparis aphylla, Salvadora oleoides, and S. persica. 

While often gregarious, particularly in upper Sind, Prosopis is frequently 
associated by single trees or small groups with the various species which 
precede it on the one hand and succeed it on the other. Thus, before it meets 
the desert species it may be found with Tamarix dioica and Troupii (some- 
times in the form of moribund remnants). Acacia arabica, Populus euphratica, 
and Tamarix the largest species of Tamarix, which is characteristic 

of drier ground than the other two : again, on the older and drier alluvium 
Prosopis is commonly associated with the desert species already mentioned, 
with or without surviving individuals of the other species. 

The soil on these alluvial tracts consists of varying mixtures of sand and 
clay. A special feature, indicative of deterioration of the soil through lack of 
surface drainage, is the presence of tracts of varying extent in which the soil 
is charged with an excess of sodium salts, these salts appearing as a white 
efflorescence on the surface of the ground. Where the soil becomes very 
saline Prosopis, in common with most other species, quickly dies out ; on 
pure sand, also, it does not survive long. 

In the Punjab Prosopis spicigera occurs throughout the alluvial plains 
from the Salt Eange to the Sutlej river, but does not extend into the hills. 
By far the largest tracts are situated in the arid regions in the south-west of 
the province in the Multan and Montgomery districts. According to Mr. 
B. 0. Coventry, ^ the area of these forests under the Forest Department in 
1915 was about 3,500 square miles, of which about 2,700 square miles were 
in Multan, and about 700 square miles in Montgomery, the remainder being 
in the Lahore, Gujranwala, and Shahpur districts. There is little doubt that 
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the area of forest was. at one time far greater, and that it has been gradually 
curtailed by the extension of cultivation, a process hastened in recent times by 
the development of irrigation. This curtailment is still proceeding rapidly, and 
will continue to do so with the extension of irrigation, the natural dry forests 
giving place to cultivation and irrigated plantations, chiefly of Dalbergia Sissoo. 

The five great rivers of the Punjab, of wiiich the Indus is the chief, play 
an important part in the origin and the distribution of the Prosoiris forests. 
These rivers, which are snow-fed, are liable to high floods when the Himalayan 
snows melt in the hot weather, and the process of annual flooding with attendant 
erosion and accretion proceeds in the manner already described for the Indus. 
The topography of the plains thus exhibits four main stages in the alluvial 
formation : (1) new alluvium in the river-beds ; (2) low^ land subject to inmida- 
tion ; (3) higher ground beyond the reach of ordinary floods ; and (4) high 
so-called har land forming the w^atershed between the rivers. The subsod 
water-level varies from a few feet below ground surface in the low^ land near 
the rivers to as much as 100 ft. on the high har land. The soil is a deep fertile 
loam with occasional hard pans of kankar, that is, concretionary calcareous 
deposits, a few feet below the surface, and with occasional unfertile tracts of 
saline soil locally known as r&h or kallar, Prosopis regenerates on the low 
ground subject to floods, but not on the high har land, and it owes its existence 
on the latter to the remarkable powers of survival due to its long taproot, 
which responds to the lowering of the water-level, and to its capacity for 
reproducing by root-suckers. Thus the conditions under which it is able to 
persist when once established are entirely unsuitable for its reproduction by 
seed, and it is further evident that this persistence may be of very long dura- 
tion, perhaps, as Mr. Coventry remarks, for hundreds if not thousands oi 
years. 

On the high har land Prosopis trees are as a rule somew^hat scattered, and 
are usually associated with Salvadora oleoides and Capparis apkylla, while the 
two latter species often occur without Prosopis, which has gradually dis- 
appeared in course of time ; there are also frequently large blanks due to 
deposits of kankar or the presence of saline soil. Except for the tree gro^vth 
the ground is bare of vegetation for several months in the year, though a fair 
crop of grass is produced during the rainy season. On the lower ground 
nearer the rivers the tree occurs gregariously in well-stocked crops ; here it is 
sometimes associated with Tauarix and with Acacia arabica. 

In the Indian Peninsula the tree is not gregarious, but is scattered in open 
dry types of forest in association with Acacia Catechu, A. arabica, A, lemophloea, 
A. ehurnea, Ghloroxylon Swietenia, Anogeissus latifoUa, Zizyphus Jujuha, 
Z. Xylopyrus, and other species. In some localities it occurs on black cotton 
soil with Acacia arabica and a few other Idnds of trees. 

In the most important areas of its distribution the climate is dry to arid, 
and is characterized by extremes of temperature, intense heat being a feature 
of the hot weather, while in the winter the thermometer may register a few 
degrees of frost. Within its region in Sind and the Punjab the absolute maxi- 
mum shade temperature varies from 118° to 125° E., the absolute minimum 
from 25° to 40° P., and the normal rainfall from under 3 in. to about 25 in. or 
slightly over. In the Punjab plains it occurs most plentifully in the drier 
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regions where the iioriiiail rainf^tll is from 5 to 10 in. In EalncMbtan it expeii" 
ences lower temperatures than it does in Sind and the Punjab. In the Indian 
Peiiinsiila it occurs in regions where the absolute maximum shade temperature 
varies from 105° to 115° E., the absolute minimum from 40° to 60"^ E., and the 
normal rainfall from 20 to 35 in. 

Leaf-sheddikg, flowering, and fruiting. The foliage becomes some- 
what thin towards the end of the cold season. The spikes of small yellow 
flowers appear from March to May, after the new leaves. The pods ripen 
from June to August ; they are indehiscent, 4-8 in. long, slender, contracted 
between the seeds, filled with a dry sweetish pulp, and contain 10-15 seeds. 
The seeds (Pig. 151, a) are 0-2-0-3 in. by 0-15-0-2 in., compressed, ovate 
oblong or rhomboidal, brown, smooth, hard, with a moderately hard testa. 
The seed retains its vitality for at least a year. 

Recent experiments in the Montgomery district with seed from coppice- 
shoots 5-11 years old showed that such seed was sufficiently fertile and that 
seed from the younger shoots was as fertile as that from the older ones. 
Ordinarily the seed, if watered, germinates from one to two weeks after sowing. 
The seed is distributed partly by water, partly by birds, and partly by cattle 
and other animals, which eat the sweetish pulp of the pods and void the seeds. 

Germination (Eig. 151, &-e). Epigeous. The radicle emerges and the 
liypocotyl elongates by arching, carrying the cotyledons above ground when it 
straightens ; as a rule the testa is carried up over the cotyledons, falling with 
their expansion. 

The SEEDLING (Fig. 151). 

Boots : primary root long, thin, terete, tapering, why, yellow turning 
biuwn : lateral roots few, short, fibrous, distributed down main root : nodules 
present. Hypocotyl distinct from root, 0*8-1 *4 in. long, terete, expanded in 
a ring at the base, white turning green, glabrous, smooth at first, soon becom- 
ing striate by cracks in the epidermis. Cotyledons very shortly petiolate, 
0*5 by 0*4 in., elliptical ovate, apex rounded, base sagittate, foliaceous, some- 
what fleshy, upper surface convex, lower concave, green, glabrous, 5-vemed 
from the base, the two lateral veins very indistinct. Stem erect at first, soon 
branching and becoming straggling, zigzag at the nodes, wiry, glabrQus, green 
or reddish, covered with prickles which are at first minute, later 0*1 in. long ; 
internodes 0-2-0-3 in. long. alternate. Stipules 0*2 by 0*1 in., falcate, 

mucronate, green. First leaf pinnate, rachis 0*5 in. long, with occasional 
rudimentary or minute prickles, leaflets usually in five pairs, opposite, with 
very short petiolules, 0*2 by 0*1 in., obliquely oblong, mucronate, entire. 
Subsequent leaves bipinnate with one pair of opposite pinnae ; common rachis 
0*1-0*2 in. long, pinnae 0*3-0*6 in. with 4-6, later 7-8, pairs of leaflets similar 
to those of first leaf. 

Under ordinary conditions the growth of the seedling is slow, though by 
irrigation and weeding more rapid development can be secured. In Sind, 
even in the case of irrigated sowings, the seedlings normally attain a height of 
only 6 in. to 1 ft. by the end of the first season. The seedling tends to assume a 
straggling growth, developing longdde branches at the expense of height-growth. 
It forms a long wiry taproot, which by the end of the second season may 
attain a length of as much as 2| ft. or more : this helps it to establish itself 
in the dry regions in which it grows. Young plants are somewhat sensitive to 
frost, and small weakly plants are liable to die back to ground-level owing to 
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drought ; such plants, if they survive, are apt to assume for a time a bushy 
form owing to the development of new shoots from the lower portion of the 
stem. Ill the natural home of the tree, rats are often very destructive to young 
plants, gnawing them just below the ground-level ; in seasons of low inunda- 
tion, when the rats become numerous, their ravages are worst. The leaves 
of seedlings fall during the cold season, the young plants being leafless for 
a time towards the end of that season. 

The following measurements of seedlings grown in experimental plots at 
Delma Dun (which, however, is outside the natural habitat of the tree) compare 
to some extent the growth under varying treatment : 

Growth of Prosopis spicigera seedlings under varying treatment, Dehra Dun, 

Condition under Height at end of season, 

which grown. season. 2nd season. 3rd season, 

(1) In nursery, weed- 0 ft. i in.-0 ft, 3 in. Maximum 0 ft. 5 in, 0 ft. 3 in.-0 ft. 8 in. 

ed and watered (side branches up 

to 1 ft. 7 in. long) 

(2) In nursery, ’weed- Maximum 0 ft. 6 in. Maximum 1 ft. 2 in. 

ed and watered (with several strag- 

gling branches) 

f (3) Broadcast sowing, Maximum 0 ft. 8 in. 0 ft. 3 in.-i ft. 9 in. 

I irrigated, weeded (vigorous and 
numerous) 

(4) Broadcast sowing, Maximum 0 ft. 5 in. 1 ft. 1 in.~l ft. 4 in. 

irrigated, un weeded (few, weakly) (only a few sur- 

vived the weeds, 
but now over them 
and in good condi- 
tion) 

(5) Broadcast sowing, Maximum 0 ft. 4 in. Maximum 1 ft. 0 in. 0 ft. 2 in.-O ft. 9 in. 

imirrigated, weeded (decreasedueto 

damage by frost and 
drought). 

(6) Broadcast sowing, Maximum 0 ft. 7 in. 0 ft. 2 in.-l ft. 4 in. 
unirrigated, weeded (seedlings numerous) (seedlings numerous) 

(7) Broadcast sowing, Maximum 0 ft. 7 in. (all killed by frost 
unirrigated, un- (seedlings few) or suppression) 
weeded 

Silvicultural characters. The tree is a decided light-demander. 
Although the seedlings are sensitive to frost and drought, older plants are 
very drought-resistant and stand frost better than Acacia arabica. Although 
it resists ordinary frosts within its habitat, it suffered somewhat in the Punjab 
plains during the abnormal frost of 1905. A most important characteristic 
of the tree is the extremely long taproot which it develops ; this enables it to 
retain possession of the ground, in the dry regions which it inhabits, by obtain- 
ing its water-supply deep down in the subsoil. Gamble ^ mentions a specimen 
of a taproot, exhibited at Paris in 1878, which was 86 ft. in length, and had 
penetrated vertically for 64 ft. Mr, Navani ^ mentions a taproot which was 
dug up in Sind aiid found to measure 117 ft. in length. 

^ Man. Ind. Timbers, 190 

2 Revised Working Plan for the Jerruck Forest Division, Sind, 1915. 
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The tree coppices well up to a moderate age, but old trees usiially coppice 
badly or fail to coppice. Prolonged inundation is harmful to coppice, and it 
is therefore advisable to cut the stools high in places liable to be flooded for 
long ; otherwise the coppice grows vigorously on irrigated forest laiicL In 
dry localities the stools sometimes become covered with the moiiiids of white 
ants, but although the growth of the coppice is thus checked, growth is carried 
on by root-suckers produced around the stump. 

The tree reproduces freely by root-suckers, a form of reproduction which 
is of great importance in enabling it to survive long after its original associates 
have disappeared, and to reproduce itself freely after conditions have become 
impossible for reproduction by seed. Although the production of root-suckers 
is apparent everywhere, it seems to be most active where the water-level is 
comparatively near the surface ; on high ground where the water-level is deep 
root-suckers appear for the most part close round the parent stem, and develop 
slowly. Felling, particularly if the stumps are grubbed out, appears to stimu- 
late the production of suckers : on land cleared for cultivation the roots left 
in the ground reclothe the area with a flourishing crop of suckers which require 
to be dug out again. Fires in the grassy areas of riverain tracts also stimulate 
the production of suckers. 

In some localities the tree is pollarded for camel and goat fodder : 
this induces rot, which spreads down into the bole, and it also frequently 
causes the appearance of numerous epicormic branches. The tree is readily 
browsed by camels and goats, and in areas open to goat browsing young 
plants assume a bushy growth, while a similar bushy growth often surrounds 
the bases of the trees owing to the browsing down of the root-suckers around 
them. 

Natueal EBPBODTTCTioisr. Experiments at Dehra Dun showed that 
under natural conditions the seed germinates at different times during the 
rainy season after heavy rain, some lying ungerminated until the second 
season. Germination and the establishment of the seedling are greatly assisted 
if the seed becomes slightly covered with soil; seeds washed into heaps in 
loose alluvial sand were found to germinate in quantity. If the seed germinates 
on the surface of the ground the radicle is apt to be eaten hy insects or to diy 
up if there is insufficient moisture. In the dry weather following the rainy 
season there is much mortality among seedlings which have not succeeded in 
establishing themselves thoroughly. 

In Sind and the Punjab natural reproduction by seed is confined almok 
exclusively to moist depressions and other places not far from the rivers, 
where the seedlings obtain occasional surface water and where the proximity 
of the subsoil water-level to the surface ensures soil moisture sufficient to 
enable the seedlings to establish themselves. This question of soil moisture 
appears to be all-important, for whereas on the lower ground near the rivers 
promising crops oi Prosopis establish themselves from seed, on the high and 
dry ground away from rivers seedling reproduction is almost entirely absent, 
and the species has to depend on its remarkable power of reproduction by root- 
suckers to maintain its existence in these dry tracts. Here, although the 
seed may germinate successfully, the seedlings are unable to survive the 
' .drought.'' 
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111 the iweraiii areas the young plants appear to resist suppression better 
than Acacia arahica, and are often found making their way through a fairly 
dense growth of grass where the latter species fails to establish itself. 

Aetificial keebodxxctiok. Various experiments carried out at Delira 
Dim have shown that transplanting cannot be relied upon, but that direct 
sowings are successful if the seedlings are kept free from weeds and the soil is 
periodically loosened. Transplanting was tried both in the first and in the 
second rainy season, with entire as well as with pruned roots and stem, but 
failure resulted in each case. 

In the dry parts of the Punjab plains, attempts have repeatedly been 
made to raise plantations by direct sowing without irrigation, but failure has 
resulted in every case, since the plants, just as in the case of natural seedlings, 
are unable to resist the drought. On the other hand, sowings artificially 
irrigated have proved quite successful, as in the case of the portion of the 
Changa Manga plantation known as the ‘ Jand extension formed about the 
year 1885, and now a flourishing plantation of Prosopis several hundred acres 
in extent (see Fig. 152). 

In Sind the tree has been successfully raised by sowings in conjunction 
with cereal crops on irrigated land. It has also been raised successfully by 
sowings on land which is subject to occasional floods but is too dry to support 
Acacia araftica permanently : these sowings require to be watered thoroughly 
during the first year, after which occasional watering is usually sufficient until 
the plants are established. Sowings of Prosopis in conjunction with field crops 
are carried out as a rule on the higher land above the reach of river floods, 
the low’'er land being devoted to the raising of the more valuable Acacia arahica. 
On these higher lands the system usually followed is to sow strips of Prosopis 
4 ft. wide, with intervening strips 20 ft. wide sown with field crops. Irrigation 
is carried out by means of Persian wheels. Cultivation along with irrigation 
continues for two years ; diming the third year there is no cultivation of field 
crops, but irrigation is continued under agreement with the cultivator. After 
the third year the seedlings require no attention, but have to be protected 
against browsing animals. The field crops are the irrigated hharif crops sown 
in June together witji the tree seeds and reaped in November ; the crops 
commonly cultivated are the two millets hajri {Pennisetum typhoideum) and 
jowari {Sorghum vulgare), and sometimes sesamum, chillies, or other crops. 
The crops are irrigated from June to October. The field crops are assessed to 
revenue, and the cultivation is carried out under a regular agreement by which 
the cultivator is bound to protect the young plants from browsing and other 
injury during the three years in which they are under his care. 

An experiment, which appears to have been successful, in planting up 
saline land with Prosopis spicigera md Acacia arahica^ is described under the 
latter (p. 440). 

SiLVicijnTTJEAL TBBATMEX'T, It wiU be apparent from what has been 
said above that seedling reproduction is not obtainable in the plains of Sind 
and the Punjab except in riverain areas subject to occasional floods hence 
throughout the higher tracts any system involving the retention of seed- 
bearers is out of the question. 

In the Punjab the system in operation is simple coppice, and the rotation 












Fig. 153. Xylia dolabriformis^ Burma, 
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commonly adopted is thirty years. In Sind the treatment followed, which is 
based primarily on the requirements of the principal species, Acacia amhica, 
is that of clear-felling with natural reproduction on the riverain alluvium, 
supplemented where necessary by artificial sowing, often with the aid of field 
crops ; these sowings, as applied to Prosopis spicigera, have been described 
above. At one time a rotation of fifteen years was adopted, but as this was 
found to be too short it w^as raised subsequently to thirty years, which is 
the rotation prescribed in the more recent working plans. In the Sind 
coupes, reproduction of Prosopis is secured also by root-suckers and coppice- 
shoots. 

It is many years since the stimulation of reproduction by root-suckers 
became the subject of observation and experiment in the Punjab. In 1881 
‘ Punjabi recording his observations in the case of land cleared for cultiva- 
tion where the stumps were respectively left in the ground and grubbed out, 
notes that in the latter case the resulting root-suckers were stronger and more 
numerous than in the former, and ascribes this in part to the fact that water 
lodges in the holes left after grubbing out the stumps and tends to keep the 
surrounding soil moist : these observations w’-ere subsequently confirmed by 
experiments made on forest land. The grubbing out of the stump and upper 
^ portion of the taproot, apart from its effect in stimulating the production of 
root-suckers, has the advantage of providing a considerable quantity of fuel 
and thus increasing the yield. The question of sucker reproduction is again 
alluded to in 1892 by Mr. C. F. Elliot,^ who writes : ' It is some years since 
in the Punjab we recognized that the regeneration of Prosopis spicigera in the 
har forests depends chiefly on root-suckers ; at all events, that any improvement 
in the way of filling up blanks will be accomplished in this way and not by 
seed. ... It is well known that these shoots from the roots of trees of which 
the stumps and main roots even have been dug out on the compartment lines 
are almost impossible. to kill : year after year they have to be cleared away to 
keep the lines open.' 

Rate of gbow^th. Seedling trees. The growth of the seedling for the first 
few years is slow, but subsequent growth up to an age of about forty to fifty 
years is fairly rapid, particularly on land which is subject to periodical floods. 
In the original working plan of the Jerruck division, Sind, it is estimated that 
an average diameter of 10 in. is attained in 30 years.^ In the Naushahro 
division, Sind,^ countings of annual rings on stumps of seedling stems in 
riverain forest gave 3*1 in. diameter in six years, 54 in. diameter in eleven 
years, and 6-6 in. diameter in fourteen years. In partially inundated areas 
the growth was faster, namely 6 in. diameter in nine years, and 7*5 in. diameter 
in fourteen years. 

Goppice-shoots, Mr. B. 0. Coventry ® estimates that coppice-shoots in the 
Punjab attain a height of about 30 ft. in fifteen years, with a girth of 2 to 3 ft. 
in good localities, and that the out-turn of fuel per acre varies from 100 to 
1,000 cubic ft. and averages 300 cubic ft. stacked. The following measure- 

^ Ind. Torester, vi (l 880-1 ), p. 327. ^ Ibid,, xviii (1892), p. 305. 

3 Working Plan for the Jerruck Bivision, Sind, A. G. Robinson, 1899. 

^ Working Plan for the Forests of the Haushahro Division, Sind, A. G. Robinson, 1900. 

^ Ind. Forester, xli (1915), pp. 310-11. 
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ments of vigorous and fairly vigorous coppice-shoots in Multan are recorded 
by Mr. A. L. Mclntire : ^ 

Prosopis spicigera : coppice measurements, Multan. 


Age. 

Diameter. 

Out-turn of thick wood 
over 2 in. in diameter 
per stool. 

years. 

in. 

cubic ft. stacked. 

5 

1 to 2*5 

— 

10 

3 to 5 

1 to 10, av. 4 

15 

5 to 7 or 8 

6 to 18, av. 10 

20 

6 to 9 or 10 

10 to 30, av. 20 


Experimental coppice fellings in the Montgomery district were carried 
out in 1912 in different months from April to November ; measurements 
made on January 10, 1915, showed that shoots obtained from trees felled 
from April to August (i.e. aged two years five months to two years nine 
months) varied in height from 6 ft. to 12 ft. 6 in., whilst those from trees felled 
from September to November (i. e. aged two years two months to two years 
four months) varied in height from 4 ft. to 7 ft. 8 in.^ 

Measurements made in 1899-1900 in annually inundated riverain coppice 
coupes in the Naushahro forest division, Sind, gave the following results : ^ 


Prosopis spicigera : measurements of riverain coppice, Naushahro, Sind. 



Age 3 years. 

Age 4 years. 



Mean girth 


Mean girth 


No. of stems 

at 1 ft. from 

No. of stems 

at 1 ft. from 

Forest. 

measured. 

ground-level. 

measured. 

ground-level. 



in. 


in. 

Mohbat Dero 

29 

5-9 

39 

9-5 

Bhour 

60 

6-2 

81 

9-5 

Bhorti 

25 

5-9 

34 

9-5 


In the Jerruck division of Sind it is estimated that coppice-shoots 4-8 in. 
in diameter are produced in fifteen years.*^ 

The following measurements, made in 1901-2, of 2,073 coppice-shoots in 
the Sukkur division of Sind, show the average rate of growth in riverain and 
dry forests respectively : ^ 

Prosopis spicigera : coppice measurements, Sukkur, Sind. 

Mean diameter. 


Age. 

Riverain forests. 

Dry forests. 

years. 

in. 

in. 

2 

1-77 

1-20 

3 

248 

1-72 

4 

3*65 

243 

5 

4-25 

2-89 

6 

517 

3*51 


^ Working Plan for the South Kabirwala and Mails! Forests, Multan, 1899. 

2 Punjab Forest Conference Proceedings, 1915, p. 17. 

® Working Plan for the Forests of the Naushahro Division, Sind, A. C. Robinson, 1900. 
^ Working Plan for the Forests of the Jerruck Division, Sind, A. C. Robinson, 1899. 

^ Working Plan for the Forests of the Sukkur Division, Sind, A. C. Robinson, 1903. 
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The following coppice measurements in Baluchistan are recorded in the 
Forest Report of that province for 1915-16 : 

Pfosopis spicigera : coppice measurements, Baluchistan. 


Age. 

years. 

Maximnm height, 
ft. in. 

Forest. 

4 

5 

8 

Gullushahr 

8 

20 

1 

Abdulla Kheli 

9 

22 

2 


10 

22 

0 



11 

22 10 




2. Prosopis Jiiliflora, DC. Var. glandiilosa, Sarg, Syn. P. glandtdosa., 
Torr. ; P. pallida, H. B. and K. Mesquit bean. 

This species is very variable : the variety velutim, Sarg., is said to be 
the more useful timber variety, the tree reaching a height of 50 ft. and a 
diameter of 2 ft. (cf. R. S. Hole in Ind. For, Records, vol. iv, pt. iii). P. 
flora, DC., the typical variety (or species) is a small evergreen tree, usually 
unarmed ; it is cultivated in northern India, but not extensively. Var. 
glandulosa, Sarg, (P. glandulosa, Torr.), is a small or moderate-sized deciduous 
tree armed with stout scattered axillary thorns : it appears to have been first 
introduced into India in 1877 from seed obtained through Kew, and in some of 
the drier parts of India has proved of great importance for afforestation work, 
for which purpose it deserves further attention. It is recommended for plant- 
ing shifting sands in dry localities. It is also a useful source of supply of fuel, 
of famine fodder, and of food for man in times of scarcity, the pods being 
sweet and edible. 

Its natural distribution, according to Bentham,^ is ‘ west tropical and 
sub-tropical North and South America ; very abundant from Buenos Ayres 
and Chile, along the Andes, to Mexico and Texas, and frequently planted 
In North America it is ‘ one of the characteristic trees of the lower Sonoran 
Zone, an area where the conditions as to rainfall and climate range from arid 
to semi-arid, that is, the rainfall varies from less than 10 to about 25 in. 
per annum 

In Jamaica the tree is known as ‘ cashaw and is described as ‘an 
admirable tree (often attaining a height of 40 to 60 ft.) to grow in dry gravelly 
soil, and in situations where rain does not fall for months together. It is fast 
growing : the timber is excessively hard and of a remarkably durable character. 
It is used for making knees of boats and all work requiring strength and 
tenacity. Rosts of cashaw in wire fences last longer than any other, and are 
in great request for that purpose. ... The pods are of a sweetish succulent 
character eagerly sought for by cattle : indeed in some parts of this island 
during droughts they subsist largely on them.’ ^ 

In India it has succeeded admirably in dry regions, i^eproducing some- 
times in profusion by seed and by root-suckers : in damp localities, however, 
the seedlings are apt to die off in the first rains, being susceptible to an excess 
of moisture. In Sind it has proved a most useful sand-binder, and has been 
grown there since 1878. It may be seen growing in profusion about Miani 

^ in Trans. Linn. Soe^^ 

® Ind. Forester, X (1884), p. 293. 
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near Hyderabad. For many years inroads of drifting sand gave much trouble 
in this place, but it has reproduced naturally over the Miam plain through seed 
distribLd by goats, which eat the pods ; as a result ^ ^ 

and has formed an efficient screen against further inroads of driftm sa d. 
It has also done weU in Baluchistan, where it has been found to resist drought 

“^northern India the seed ripens in May and June. Seedli^ can best 
be raised in flower-pots, several seeds being sown m each pot. When about 
4 in high they are transferred singly to small pots, and planted out in the 
monsoon, about August, after a good fall of rain. Direct sowings are also 

succ^s^fuL ^ pubUshed the following interesting note on the tree 

in the Punjab : V . 

‘ One striking peculiarity about the plant is that wherever large specimens 
are seen in dry and arid districts, natural seedlings are almost sure to be found 
in abundance^in the immediate neighbourhood. The tendency f 
to spread naturally may be seen on the unirrigated strip of land between the 
canil and the plantation at Changa-Manga. Here the ramfall averages 15 inches 
and the strip of land referred to carries a sparse growth of the trees which 
were found in this district before the plantation was made, t. e.Prosopts 
spicigem, Capparis aphylla and Salmdora oleoides. A few trees of P. juhflota 
were Vanted some years ago in this strip and t^y are spreading rapidly, the 
seedlings being in places so dense that it is difficidt to walk through them. 
Cattle graze here daily, but plants within easy reach show.no signs of having 
been browsed. Seedlings of the indigenous trees it may be remarked are 
conspicuous by their absence. -P. julifiom keeps to the unirrigated ground and 
shows no inclination to spread into the plantation. -d tit 

‘ In Khushalgarh, in what once was the compound of a P.W..U. buiW- 
ing but which now is the most accessible portion of the village pazing ground, 
there are two P. julifiora trees about 2 ft. in girth and 25 ft. high. A few 
root-suckers of Gapparis apliylU badly browsed by goats and a soft sandstone 
rock describes the growing stock and soil of the surroundmg waste. The rainfall 
is I believe, about 18 inches. In spite of these unfavourable conditions, seed- 
lings of P. julifiora are plentiful around the large trees and extend some 

distance away into the village waste. . 

' In the Pabbi reserve P. julifiom has been successfully used m reboise- 
ment works and has made considerably faster growth than modesta 

with which it has as a rule been mixed. Regeneration of P. julifiom is frequent 
in the Pabbi reboisement area, whereas natural seedlings of the indigenous trees 
are difficult to find. P. julifiora was tri^ many years ago at Gujranwaia. 
I have not seen the original trees, but along the railway line all the way from 
Guiranwala to the Pabbi Hills natural seedlings of P. julifiom may be^ seen at 
frequent intervals. P. julifiora has certainly come to stay in the Punjab and 
it is likely to be a common tree in all the drier districts in time. 

^ I have grown P. julifiora on a small scale almost every year since 1906, 
mainly without much success, but as failures often teach us more than success, 
I mention some of them. In 1906-07 I tried P. julifiom at Nurpur, district 
Kangra. The plants grew well as long as they were in pots, but _^on being 
planted out they did badly and none were left when I visited ISlurpur m 
October 1912. In Nurpur the rainfall is 67 inches, but the plants were tried 
in a dry well-drained place. In the winter of 1907-08 1 planted some plants in 
a hedge of Agaves at Phillaur. The plants were not watered at all, but I saw 
them on the 30th June, 1908 (the rains broke next day ), and found them all doing 
1 Ind. Forester, xxxix (1913), p. 320. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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well. I looked for these plants when I next visited Phillaur in July 1912, bnt 
4omid very few left, and these had made poor growth. A feiv liiindred yards 
off there was a natural seedling of P. juliflora growing in a field, and the growth 
made by this plant in the four years 1908—12 w’as very marked. The 
rainfall in Phillaur is about 30 inches. In 1909 I tried P. jnlifio)xi in a grassy 
blank in one of the scrub forests in Hazara. I saw’ the sowings about a year 
later and found that the plants had made very poor growth and gave little 
promise of surviving.’ In this case the rainfall was 30-40 inches. 

‘ The spread of P. juliflora over grass-lands in parts of America has been 
attributed to the stocking of the country with cattle, which graze down the 
grass and weaken it, and thus enable the tree to compete successfully against 
it. In the cases of failure with P. juliflora mentioned above there was a fairly 
heavy grass growth and protection from grazing, and it seems that this may 
have been responsible for the bad results. The rainfall could not have been 
responsible except perhaps indirectly by favoring the growth of other plants, 
as the natural seedling in Phillaur showed. This seedling was in a place 
where grass and jungle were kept down by cattle. Cattle and even goats 
seem to do little harm to P. jttliflora^ and I have often been surprised to see 
the leaves untouched, although within easy reach of cattle and at a time 
when there is little green fodder available. 

‘ As regards frost-hardiness, I have seen seedlings pass through a winter 
at Abbottabad (4,000 ft.) uninjured, so that it may be regarded as quite 
hardy anywhere in the plains of India. 

' The habit of P. juliflora is peculiar : most of the trees and all the natural 
seedlings I have seen branch at ground level, giving several crooked branches. 

. . . There is, however, an erect form, and the tw^o big specimens in Khushalgarh 
had an upright habit not unlike that of Acacia arabica. This form, how^ever, 
is not constant, as the seedlings from the Khushalgarh trees all showed the usual 
crooked habit. 

' As regards the rate of growth of P. juliflora, G. B. Sudworth says in 
" Forest Trees of the Pacific Slope ” : " The tree is unquestionably long lived, 
though of exceedingly slow gro\vth. Trunks 10-12 inches in diameter are from 
100 to 125 years old, while the larger trunks occasionally found are likefy to 
be very much older.” This does not apply to the tree in India, as it has only 
been introduced some 35 years, and specimens 6-8 inches in diameter are 
not infrequent. .. . 

' As a drought-resister I know of no tree to equal P. juliflora. It has 
been used with success to clothe some old brick-kiln mounds in the Govern- 
ment Agri-Horticultural Gardens, Lahore. The average rainfall in Lahore 
is 19 inches, and of this a large portion usually falls in heavy showers on one 
or two days in the year and runs off the steep slopes of the mounds so that the 
trees have to manage with considerably less than 19 inches of effective rain. 
Two years in succession of deficient rain has caused some of the plants on the 
top of the mounds to lose the tips of their shoots, but although there must be 
fully 100 specimens I have not seen a single one that has died of drought. 
On the very top of one of these mounds a sowing was made in 1911. The 
seedlings were not watered, and the rainfall in 1911 and 1912 w'as 13 and 
14 inches respectively. When I last saw the place about a month ago, a good 
many plants were left. ’ The place is much frequented, and the survivors all 
showed signs of having been trodden on, so that it is quite likely that those 
which died, died from having been trodden on and not from deficient moisture, 
Mr. Browm, Superintendent of Farms, N.-W. F. Province, tells me he has 
P. juliflora growing luxuriantly on the crest of a dry bank near Peshawar, 
The plants were planted in February 1911, and were not w^atered; the rainfall 
in 1911 amounted to 13 inches, and to 8 inches in 1912, The ability of this 
plant to withstand drought is astonishing, especially as it comes into leaf early 
in April and remains green right through the hot weather. 

2307.2 F , 
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^ = Any one who has collected seeds of “ 

must have noticed the large tod fully half tto seed crop 

modesta m the Puipab it is Midora seed collJcted in. India, I have 

destroyed by weetos. In the case Sriargely due the profuse 

never seen a single seed coj^pared with the indigenous 

reproduction of P.j'iiZi^ow^sui received several consignments of 

trees. During the past 18 months ^ a ® large proportion 

P. seed from Mexico, ^d m e^ P. on being 

of the seed destroyed by weevils. ^ The ■Dublicity given 

brought to India has left its .^trSh’ consigLents of seed 

to the merits of this tree , may P/Aap |ad to ^^^^d be taken to see 
being imported from Amenca and d tos ^ in abundance 

that the weevi s are ^ Lnf iSca unless the object be to 

in India there is no need to i“PO^ gO maunto of seed 

annually in Lahore or Changa-Manga. 

2. XYLIA, Benth. 

Species 1. X. dolahriformis, Benth. ; 2. X. xylocarpa, Roxb. 

1. Xylia dolahriformis, Benth. Ironwood of Burma, pyinkado. Vern. 

Pmnhado, pyin, Burm. (Fig. 153.) . j. • 

^ A very large deciduous tree. Leaves bipinnate with one pair of 
each pinna with two to six pairs of leaflets. Bark thin yeUowkh or reddish 
grey, fairly smooth, exfoliating in irregular rounded plates. Wood red^sh 
toown, very hard, heavy and durable, extensively used for house and bridge 
construction and for railway sleepers ; it is one of the most important timbers 

^Ser favourable conditions the tree reaches a height of 120 ft. and 
a girth of 12 ft. or more, but on poor ground it is stunted. 

Distribution and habitat. Throughout the greater part of Burma and 
Arakan, ascending to 3,000 ft. In the Irrawaddy valley it extends as far north 
as 24° N. lat., being locally common in some of the forests of the Shweh nvei 
drainage : in the Chindwin valley it extends somewhat farther north, though 
its northernmost limit has not yet been accurately determined. It extends 
southward into Tenasserim, eastward into the Shan States, and westward into 
Arakan It is probably most abundant, as well as most accessible, in the 
extensive forests of the Pegu Yoma, the low range of hills rmining up the 
centre of Burma and forming the watershed between the Irrawaddy and 
Sittang rivers. It is found in parts of the dry zone of Upper Burma,^ but 
here it does not attain large dimensions. In Arakan it occurs in many localities, 
often in belts or patches of varying extent. The quahty is best in the Sando- 
way district, where the percentage of pyinkado in the crop is usually higher 
than it is in most parts of Burma ; on the islands, and in the eastern part 
of the Akyab district, the trees are often stunted and badly shaped. 

Pyinkado is found both on hilly and on flat ground, but particularly on 
the former, attaining its best development on the lower slopes of hills and 
*in well-drained vaUeys. It thrives best on deep moist porous loam and requires 
good drainage, for which reason its occurrence on flat gromd is decidedly 
local, being confined to well-drained areas, preferably with a slightly undulating 
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sui^face ; it avoids low-lying fiat ground subject to inundation. The tree is 
found on a variety of geological formations. On the sandstones and shales 
of the Pegu Yoina, producing a deep sometimes sandy loam, it thrives extremely 
well. In the Chindwin valley it is found, often of large size, on sandstone 
and conglomerate with occasional shale, clay, or limestone. In the Ruby 
Mines district it occurs to some extent on limestone, sandstone, slate, and 
shale. Mr. G. R. Jeffery^ attributes its local occurrence in this district to 
the fact that it avoids saline and ferruginous soils : thus, although it is present 
and abundant in the Hintha and 6nd6k blocks, it is wholly absent from the 
neighbouring Kyauktaung block, where the soil is largely saline and ferru- 
ginous. In the Madaya drainage of the Mandalay district it occurs on gneiss 
and occasional limestone, while east of the Sittang river it is found on gneiss 
and granitic schist. In the Thaungyin valley of Tenasserim it occurs on argil- 
laceous sandstones and shales, on igneous or metamorphic rocks and on 
limestone. In various localities it grows on recent alluvium, provided the 
drainage is good. In the dry zone of Upper Burma it is found to a very 
limited extent and of small size on sandstone with alternating thin bands of 
shale. Throughout its distribution it occurs locally and in stunted form on 
laterite in the dry dipterocarp forest known as indaing. 

In the natural habitat of the tree the absolute maximum shade temperature 
varies from 100° to 113° F., and the absolute minimum from 40° to 55° P. 
As regards rainfall requirements, it is actually found in limited quantity in 
the dry zone of Upper Burma in places where the normal rainfall is as low as 
30 in., though here it reaches only a small size. It may be said in general 
that where the rainfall is less than 45 in. it does not attain large dimensions, 
while it grows best with a rainfall of 60 in. and over ; actually it is Imown 
to grow extremely well with a rainfall of 120 in., and no doubt it thrives in 
even wetter localities. 

The tree occurs in five broad types of forest : (1) upper mixed deciduous 
forest; (2) lower mixed deciduous forest; (3) evergreen forest; (4) indaing 
forest ; and (5) scrub forest of the dry zone. 

1. Upper mixed deciduous forest. This is by far the most important 
type, and the one in which the trees are found in the greatest abundance 
and attain the largest dimensions. This type is characteristic of hilly country, 
the hills being often little more than comparatively low spurs, as on the outer 
fringes of the Pegu Yoma (see Pig. 155) : it is the type which comprises the 
great bulk of the more important teak forests of Burma, and is in the great 
majority of cases characterized by the presence of bamboos. There are many 
sub-types of this type ; these can be classified to a large extent according 
to the moistness or dryness of the forest, the bamboos being the best indicators. 
The moistest sub-type is that which verges on evergreen, and often contains 
little or no teak ; in this sub-type, which is well developed in the moister 
regions of the Pegu Yoma, pyinkado is sometimes so abundant as to become 
practically gregarious. This sub-type merges into the typical moist mixed 
deciduous sub-type and thence through various stages into the driest sub -type 
of mixed deciduous forest. The typical bamboo of the driest sub-type is 
1 Working Plan for the Hintila, dndok, and Kyauktaiing Eeserves, Euby Mines Division, 
1908. 
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whil. £..*«. » Wricri btIbooTrf 

+>.nncrV, it extends also into the moister snb-types. Othei typical bamDoos 

the upper mixed deciduous forests are Bamhusa polymorpM, Cephalostachyum 

pergrZle, Oxytemnthem albocUiata, Bendrocalamus lon^spathm 

S th^ Pegu Ira.), and Tkyrsostuckys OU.eri (Upper Burma^ 
probably reaches its finest development in upper mixed forest of the moister 
Lb-tvpe in which Bamhusa polynwrplih grows in greatest luxuriance. In 
C o! its «.oS, important associates in the upper nuxed^^ 

.ve Tectom qrandis, Lagerstroemia Fhs-Regiruie, L. tomentosa, L villosa, 

■ Eomalium tomentosum, Terminalia tomentosa, T. Chebula, T. pynfo la, ^ 
spp Adim cordifolia, A. sessilifolia, StepUgyne dtverstfoha, Bombax 
Spondias niangifera, Odim Wodier, Dalbergia cultrata, D. ovata, Pterocarpus 
macrocarpus (in dry forest), Cassia Fistula, Albizzia odoratissima. Acacia 
Catechu fia drier types), ScMeichera trijupa, Berrya AmmomUa, Eupenia Jam- 
boUna, Lelina arborea, Vitex puhescens, F. glabrata, Premna ^ 

Amgeissus acuminata. In moist types verging on evergreen forest Utptero- 
carpus aiatus makes its appearance, while m the drier types approach g 
inling in character the most important trees are Pentacim smms and S^m 
obiusa. There is a further variety of dry forest without bamboos, exempbfied 
in parts of the Pegu Yoma, locaUy known as tUtkyin forest, which is cbarac: 
terized by an extremely plentiful advance growth of pyinkado, and in wh 
the most characteristic species, apart from are Tectona gratis, Ter- 

minalia tomentosa, Eormlium tomentosum, and Lagerstroemia Flos-Meginae. 

In the Chindwin drainage most of the above-mentioned species are also 
found. In the southern part of this drainage Acacia Catechu . ad Pterocarpus 
macrocarpus are fairly common. The chief bamboos are Cephalostachyum 
pcrgracile, Dendrocalamus strictus, Bambusa Tulda, and Dendrocalamus Bran- 
disii. Bamhusa polyrmrpha is very rare and local. ■' 

In the Euby IVIines district pyinkado, though somewhat local, is pl®fafu 
in some localities. It is found in three main types of forest : ^_(i) on fertile 
sometimes rather dry slopes, with Tectona grandis, TerminaUa tomenU>sa, 
T. Chebula, Vitex pubescens, V. alata, Pterocarpus macrocarpus, Anogeissus 
acuminata, Adina cordifolia, Pentacme suavis, Odina Wodier, Sterculia^versi- 
color, 8. villosa, &c., the chief bamboos being Dendrocalamm strictus, Thyrso- 
stachys Oliveri, and Cephalostachyum pergracile ; (ii) on flats in bends of streams 
with Teciom grandis, Lagerstroemia Flos-Beginae, Tetrameles nudifiora, Adina 
cordifolia, Anogeissus acuminata, Terminalia tomentosa, and Pterocarpus macro- 
carpus, the cldei bamboos being Bambusa Tulda and Oxytenardhera albociliata, 
and there is often a dense undergrowth of thorny climbers ; (iii) in poor open 
bamboo forest, chiefly of Dendrocalamus strictus, and occasionally Thyrsostachys 
Oliveri and Cephalostachyum pergracile, on dry shallow soil, where the trees 
attain small dimensions ; here the principal associate species are TeminaJw 
tomentosa, T. Oliveri (in drier parts), Pierocarpws macrocarpus, Diospyros 
burmanica. Acacia Catechu, Adina cordifolia, Odina Wodier, and others, and 
there is often a dense thorny undergrowth of such shrubs as Earnsonia 
Bennettii and Cratoxylon prunifolium. _ _ _ _ 

In the Madaya drainage of the Mandalay district pyinkado is associated 
with numerous deciduous species, such as Tectona grandis, Pterocarpus macro- 


XYLIA 


405 


CdTpUSj T &flfYli7h(lli(l t077l67lt0S(l ) GiUCliTiU (XThoTCG,-^ &C»5 witll PCfltUOflB SUdVis aild 

Shorea oUusa in the drier parts ; the chief bamboo Thyrsostachys OUven, 
with Dendrocalamus stncUis on dry areas. 

In the Thanngyin drainage of Tenasserim the most important pyinkado 
tracts are the semi-moist and dry mixed teak-bearing forests, which are found 
partly on hill slopes and ridges and partly on flat alluvial ground with sandy 
soil along the Thaungyin river ; in the former areas Denclrocalmmis sir ictus 
is the prevailing bamboo. Pyinkado of large size is plentiful in all the semi- 
moist forests, especially along the Thaungyin river, its chief associates being 
Tectona grandis, Terminalia tomentosa, Lagersfroemia Flos-Beginm, L. tomen- 
tosa, Adina cordifolia, Gmelina arborea, Pterocarpus inacrocarpus^ Houmlmm 
tomentosum, and Odina Wodier ; the principal bamboos, besides Dendrocalamus 
strictus, are Oxytenanthera albociliata, Dendrocalanms Brandisii, Oephalo- 
stachyum pergracile, Bamhusa Tulda, and 5. arundinacea. Pyinkado is also 
found to a limited extent in moist forest containing no teak, which occurs 
chiefly on the higher moist slopes on the east of the Meple-Thaungyin w^ater- 
shed ; this forest is characterized by a dense undergrowth of bamboo, chiefly 
Oxytenanthera albociliata. 

2. Lower mixed deciduous forest. So far as pyinkado is concerned this 
type is of less importance than the upper mixed forest. It occurs on the fiat 
usually alluvial ground of the plains, and merges to some extent into the 
upper mixed type or into evergreen forest or, where laterite occurs, into 
indaing forest. Pyinkado is not found on the low-lying portions of the alluvial 
plains, where the forest merges into savannah types, but occurs onty where 
the di’ainage is good. Its chief companions are Tectona grandis^ Lagerstroemia 
Flos-Beginae, L. macrocarpa, L. tomentosa, Terminalia tomentosa, T. helerica, 
T. Chebula, T. pyrifolia, Homalium tomentosum^ Adina cor difolia^ A. sessiU- 
folia, Stephegyne parvifolia, S. diversifolia, Gareya ai'borea, Odina Wodier, 
Bridelia retusa, Eugenia Jambolana, Berrya Ammonilla, Eriolaem CandoUei, 
Schleichera trijuga, Dalbergia cultrata, Anogeissus acuminata, Diospyros ehre- 
tioides, Vitex glabrata, and Dillenia pentagyna. Bamboos are usually absent, 
though in some localities Bambusa Tulda occurs along watercourses. 

3. Evergreen forest. Although tropical evergreen forest is very frequently 

found without pyinkado, the tree nevertheless occurs in this type, in common 
with other large deciduous trees such as Tetrameles nudiflora, Bterculia alata, 
Artocarpus Ghaplasha, and A. Lahoocha, as well as lofty evergreen species 
such as aZate, Hopea odorata, Anisoptera glabra, and others, 

all these forming an upper story over a dense growth of evergreens of many?* 
species, with palms and canes. It is probable that this type represents in 
many cases a progressive succession from deciduous to evergreen forest, and 
this is borne out by the fact that pyinkado-bearing types intermediate 
between the deciduous and the tropical evergreen forest are met with, and 
that in the latter the pyinkado may be represented only by large trees which 
have survived from the former moist deciduous forest. Mr, A. E. Ross ^ notes 
an interesting fact regarding the encroachment of evergreen forest and its 
effect on teak and pyinkado in the forest of the lower Thaungyin drainage 
in Tenasserim! It was noted that on the edges of evergreen forest within the 

• ^ WorMng Haa for to Lower Thaungyin Working Circle, 1909. 
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fire-protected area the evergi-een species appeared to be spreading. Several 
p>dnkado, teak, and other moist forest species we found standing dead in 
the evergreen near its edge. Many of these trees stiU had their bark on an 
had evidently been choked for want of light. _ Farther m, dry stag-headed 
trees and fallen trees of these species were occasionally met with. 

4 Indaing forest. This type of dry dipterocai-p forest occurs on laterite 
or <n:avel, among its most characteristic species being Dipterocarpus tuUr- 
cuUtns, Pentacme suavis, Shorm obtusa, MeUnorrhom usitata, Buchamma 
latifoUa, Dillenia pulcherriTm, and Diospyros hur'nmmca. Pyinkado is some- 
times fairly plentiful in this type, but the trees are always stunted, and this 
forest cannot be regarded as an important pyinkado-bearmg t:^e. ^ 

5. Scrub forest of the dry zone. Pyinkado is not a typical tree of the 
dry zone of Burma, but is met with to a very limited extent in the better 
types of dry zone scrub forests on sandstone with alternating thin bands of 
shale though it attains only small dimensions ; its chief companions are 
Peniacme snavis, Shorea oUusa; Termimlia tormntosa, T. Oliven, Tectona 
Hamiltoniana, Acacia Catechu, A. leucophloea, Cassia renigera, Buchanama 
lati folia, Odina Wodier, Diospyros hurmanica, and Schleichera trijuga.^ 

Some figures may now be quoted showing the prevalence of pyinkado in 
difierent forest tracts. The proportion of this species in the lower mixed 
forests is comparatively smaU, the highest percentage recorded being 9-4 for 
the Kangyi reserve of the Zigon forest division. Some of the plains forests, 
however, owing to their accessibility, have been heavily worked in the past, 
and figures regarding these forests may be misleading : thus the Satpok 
reserve in Tharrawaddy, with only 3 per cent, of pyinkado, contains numerous 
stumps of that species. The case of the upper mixed forests is different, for 
working plan enumerations have been carried out over extensive areas where 
pyinkado had not previously been worked, and the figures obtained indicate 
that in many cases, particularly in the moister types of mixed forest, pyinkado 
is more numerous than any other species, often approaching gregaxiousness. 
The following instances may be quoted of sample plots specially rich in 


pyinkado : 



Average number of 
pyinkado trees 3 ft. 



Area of 

and over in girth 

Forest division. 

Forest. 

sample plot. 

per acre. 



acres. 


Pyinmana . . • • 

Nyannglebin . 

Yeni 

. AingdonKun 

133-4 

118-0 

89-0 

11-4 
■ 10-7 

11*5 



100-0 

IM 


West Kim 

124-0 

14-3 


Yenwe 

104-0 

10*9 

Toungoo . . . . 

Tharrawaddy , . 

. Gwethe 

Konbilin 

68-8 

41-0 

11-0 

'11-51 


1 Trees 1 ft. in diameter and over. 

Outside the Pegu Yoma the richest pyinkado tract hitherto examined is 
the Nwa working circle of the Myittha forest division in the Chindwin drainage, 
where enumerations showed an average for the whole tract of 490 pyinkado 
trees 3 ft. and over in girth per 100 acres, this species forming no less than 

24 per cent, of the total gromng stock. 
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The figures furnished by working plan enumerations in the Pegu Yoma 
are given in the statement on the next page. The figures no doubt contain 
many discrepancies owing to the inclusion in certain cases of Karen areas, teak 
plantations, or types of forest in which pyinkado is scarce or absent, but even 
allowing for these discrepancies the figures are interesting. The statement 
shows the various forest blocks on either side of the watershed placed opposite 
each other in their correct geographical positions. In this large unbroken 
tract of forest running north and south, measuring about 220 miles in length 
and averaging about 25 miles in width, the forest is of a dry type in the north, 
becoming moister towards the south ; again, the forest on the western side 
is drier than that in the same latitude on the eastern side. The statement 
clearly shows in a general way the increase in the quantity of pyinkado on 
proceeding from the drier to the moister types, whether from north to south 
or from west to east. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. The leaves fall about 
February and the new leaves appear about April-May. The globose heads 
of small yellowish flowers appear in Mareh-April, and the pods ripen next 
December-January, dehiscing on the tree, the hard woody valves bursting 
open elastically and curving back ; the pods fall at the time of or not long 
after dehiscence, and have usually all fallen by May. The pods are 4 to 6 in. 
long by 2-2'5 in. broad, brown, flat, woody, falcate-oblong, containing six to 
ten seeds. The seeds (Fig. 164, a) are fiat, ovate, oblong, or nearly orbicular, 
0-4-0-7 in. by 0-35-0-5 in., brown, smooth, shining, with a moderately hard 
testa. The percentage of fertility is high, and germination takes place readily ; 
the seeds retain their vitality well for at least a year if kept dry. Occasional 
bad seed-years occur, but good seed-years are frequent enough to secure 
ample regeneration where other conditions are favourable. 

Germination (Fig. 154, b-e). Epigeous. The radicle emerges and 
descends rapidly ; the hypocotyl arches at first and elongates, soon straighten- 
ing and raising the cotyledons above ground. The testa is either left in the 
ground or carried up over the cotyledons, dropping with their expansion. 

The seedling (Fig. 154). 

Boots : primary root long, moderately thick, terete, tapering, wiry, white 
or pale yellow at &st, turning brown, glabrous or minutely pubescent when 
young : lateral roots fairly numerous, at first short, afterwards long, fibrous, 
distributed down main root. Hypocotyl distinct from the root, 1-2-3 in. long, 
terete, tapering slightly upwards or fusiform, white turning green, minutely 
pubescent. Cotyledons : petiole 0-1 in. long or less : lamina 0-7-0-9 in. by 
0-6-0-7 in., broadly elliptical or obovate, apex roimded, base sagittate, entire, 
fleshy, glabrous, upper sm-face flat or slightly concave, lower surface convex, veins 
not distinct. Stem erect, woody, green turning brown, young parts pubescent ; 
internodes 0-3-1 -2 in. long. Leaves compound, first pair opposite, usually 
with one pair, rarely two pairs of leaflets, sometimes trifoliate, subsequent 
leaves alternate with 1, 2, or 3 pairs of leaflets ; bi-compound leaves ordinarily 
commence to form in the second season. Stipules up to 0-2 in. long, linear 
lanceolate, acuminate. Rachis (first season) 0-6-5 in. long, pubescent, termi- 
nating in a fine bristle. Leaflets oposite, with petiolules up to 0-1 in. long, 
0-7-5 in. by 0-25-2 in., ovate, acuminate, entire, glabrescent above, pubescent 
beneath* terminal pair larger than remaining leaflets, young leaves often 
copper-coloured. 
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Prevalence of Xylia dolahriformis in the Pegu Yoma forests proceeding from 

north to south. 


Western side of watershed. 
Sound trees 3 ft. 


No. 

per 

100 

acres. 

O — 

Percent- 
age of 
total 
growing 
stock. 

Forest or 
working circle. 

Approxi- 

mate 

rainfall. 

For- 

est 

divi- 

sion. 

For- 

est 

divi- 

sion. 

Approxi- 

mate 

rainfall. 

Forest or 
working circle. 

Percent- 
age of 
total 
growing 
stock. 

No. 

per 

100 

acres. 




in. 



in. 

40 

Sinthe 

9-5 

205 


228 


280 

324 

248 

300 

(1581 


13 


17*9 
18*6 
17*3 
17-5 
9-1 1) 


/ Satsuwa 
I Tindaw 
(E. Yoma 

N. Nawin 
Middle Nawin 
S. Namn 
Chaungzauk 
Shwele 


45 


50 


I 


© 

a 

o 

£ 


Eastern side of watershed. 

Sound trees 3 ft. 
and over in girth. 


c3 

S3 

c3 

a 


o 

o 

bO 

ss 

o 

EH 


eg 


45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 


70 

80 


85 


90-100 


Taungnyo 

Pozaungdaung 

Ngalaik 

Yanaungmyin ] 
Kaing 

Palwe j 

Yonbin 
Minbyin 
Yeni 

Saing Yane 
Kyaukmasin 
W. Swa j 
Sabyin r 
Lonyan J 
Kabaung 
Bondaung 
Pyuchaung and 
Pyukiin 


12-7 

12-2 

16-6 

14- 9 

21- 5 

15- 5 
14-1 

171 

16- 7 

23-6 

23-3 

22 - 0 

21-9 


190 

275 

294 

220 

394 

330 

360 

317 

317 

342 

328 

434 

385 


2842 18'2 

3082 

1902 

2302 

2702 

2112 

2502 

2192 


248 15-6 


Taungnyo 

Bawbin 

Gamon 

Minhla 

Mokka 

Kadinbilin 

Konbilin 

Thonze 


Rangoon hills 


55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 


95 


ns 

rQ 

c3 

I 

I 

B 


^ - 
.a 
a 


s 

hO 


110-120 Nyaunglebin 


120 S. Zamayi 



27-6 505 

20-0 367 


1 These figures do not afford a fair comparison, as they are calculated on a total containing a considerable area 
of unproductive forest. 

2 The working plans give numbers of trees 1 ft. in diameter and over ; the number 3 ft. in girth and over would 
be slightly greater, 



1 







Fig. 156. Xylia dolahriformis seed- Fig. 157. Xylia dolabriformis, seedlings 15 months old, showing effect of weeding, Dehra Dun 

ling towards end of second season, plot to right of staff sown at same time but left miweeded. Staff shows feet, 

regular^ weeded and watered, height 
6 ft. 3 in. 




XYLIA 


409 


Tlie growth of the seedling duiing the first season is only moderate, 
a height of 5-12 in. being ordinarily attained. In the second and subsequent 
years, however, the development under favourable conditions is rapid, as the 
measurements in the statement below will show. Growth is greatly stimulated 
by regular weeding and loosening of the soil, as well as by moderate watering : 
it is much impeded by weeds and by stiff soil, as the seedling requires good 
drainage and soil-aeration. 

Fig. 156 shows a plant towards the end of the second season, vigorous 
growth having been stimulated by regular weeding and watering. 

A long taproot is developed at an early age ; it may reach a length of 
1 ft. in two months from germination and a length of 1-5 ft. or more by the 
end of the first season. In the middle of the second season a plant was dug 
up with a taproot 3 ft. 2 in. long and 0*6 in. in diameter. The seedling stands 
comparatively heavy shade in its early stages. It is sensitive to drought as 
well as to frost. 

The table below gives a summary of measurements in experimental plots 
at Dehra Dun, in which the beneficial effects of weeding are clearly demon- 
strated. The rate of growth for a locality far outside the natural habitat of 
the species is remarkable. 


Xylia dolahrijormis : rate of growth of young plants, Dehra Dun. 

Condition under which grown. 

(1) In nursery, weeded and watered 

(2) In nursery, weeded and watered 

(3) In nursery, weeded and watered 

^(4) Broadcast sowing (seed lightly 
covered), irrigated, weeded 

(5) Broadcast sowing (seed lightly 
covered), irrigated, not weeded 

(6) Broadcast sowing (seed lightly 
covered), unirrigated, weeded 

(7) Broadcast sowing (seed lightly 
covered), uiiirrigated, not weeded 

(8) Natural conditions (seed scat- 

tered on surface of ground), not 
weeded after sowing — ^in open 

(9) Natural conditions (seed scat- 
tered on surface of ground), not 
weeded after sowing — ^in open 

(10) Natural conditions (seed scat- 
tered on surface of ground), not 
weeded after sowing— in slight 
shade 

(11) Natural conditions (seed scat- 
tered on surface of ground), not 
weeded after sowing— in I 
shade 

Fig. 157 shows in a striking manner the effect of regular weeding. A plot 
was sown broadcast : no watering was done, but the portion to the left of 
the staff was regularly weeded, the soil being kept loose, while the portion 
to the right of it was left un weeded. The effect of the weeding after fifteen 
months is very marked. 


1st season. 

Height at end of season. 

2nd season. j 3rd season, i 

Oft. 3 in. -Oft. 6 in. 

. , ! 

* • 1 

Oft. 4 in. -Oft. 11 in. 

Maximum 3 ft. 9 in. | 

• • 1 

Maximum 0 ft. 11 in. 

6 ft. 3 in. (one plant) | 

lift. 4 in. 1 

Maximum 0 ft. 7 in. 

j 

Oft. 8-|in.-4ft. Oin. j 

j 

(girth 6 in ) i 

Maximum 0 ft. 6 in. 

Oft. 4 in. -1 ft. Sin. 


Maximum 0 ft. 9 in. 

(impeded by weeds) 
Oft. 9 in. -5 ft. lin. 


Maximum 0 ft. 6 in. 

Oft. 3 in. -Oft. Hill. 

•• 

Maximum 0 ft. 5 in. 

(impeded by weeds) 
All killed loj drought 


Oft. 2 in. -Oft. Sin. 


1 1 

1 . . 1 

(impeded by weeds) 

Oft. 3 in. -Oft. Sin. 


I i 

Oft. 3 in. -Oft. 7 in. 


j , ; 

!' i 


4tli season. 


17 ft. 4 in. 
(girth 10 in.) 


12 ft. 6 m, (girth 
6 ill. at 4 ft. from 
ground) 


410 


XXIII. LEGUMINOSAE 


SiLVicuLTUEAL OHAEACTERS. Tile tree is a sliade-bearer, particularly in 
youth, although in this respect it cannot compete with the more shade-bearing 
evergreens. It is sensitive to drought in youth. For its best development it 
requires a moist, deep, well-drained soil ; it is sometimes found on dry shallow 
soils, where, however, it never reaches large dimensions. Owing to its thin 
bark it is readily injured by fire, large wounds due to this cause being frequently 
found at the base of the tree, as shown in Fig. 155. The tree is attacked by 
a parasitic fungus, Fames fiilvus, Fries, the spores of which probably gain 
admission through wounds (see Indian Forester, xxvi. 19 and 160). The tree 
coppices well up to a moderate size : it is not known if it produces root-suckers 
like the Indian species. 

Xattjeal eepeoductiok. Experiments at Dehra Dun gave the following 
results : (1) Germination takes place very readily at the commencement of 
the rainy season. (2) Bare ground favours germination, but if the ground is 
hard the germinating seedling is liable to dry up before the radicle penetrates 
the soil ; loosening the soil greatly helps matters. (3) Mortality also takes 
place during germination owing to [a) the rotting of the radicle or the seed 
in heavy wet weed-growth or on badly-drained ground, (6) the destruction of 
the radicle by birds and insects, (c) the drying up of the radicle or the swollen 
seed if exposed to the sun after germination has started ; this is a very fruitful 
cause of death. (4) Under shade (other than that of heavy wet weed-growth) 
germination takes place readily, and the seedling can establish itself without 
difficulty ; in shady places the radicle may creep along the ground for some 
distance before it gains admission to the soil, and even roots and leaves may 
form before the seedling gains a footing, which would be impossible in 
the sun. 

These results appear to indicate that natural reproduction is favoured by 
loose hare ground under shade where the drainage is good. The question of light 
necessary for its establishment is considered below. 

In the forest young pyinkado seedlings are often found in large quantities 
under these conditions. On the surface of a new road under construction 
through the Konbilin forest in Tharrawaddy, where the soil had recently been 
dug up and levelled, in June 1904 I observed seedlings in countless numbers ; 
these were so numerous that it was impossible to walk without treading on 
them at every step. In the same forest pyinkado seedlings have frequently 
been observed in quantity under the shade of teak plantations of different ages. 

The effect of fire-protection on the natural reproduction of pyinkado is 
often most pronounced, and annual reports frequently contain references to 
the quantity of seedlings appearing in fire-protected forests. It is an undoubted 
fact that in the moite types of deciduous teak-bearing forest in the Pegu 
Yoma teak is to a large extent being replaced by pyinkado under the influence 
of fire-protection, which, while greatly assisting the reproduction of pyinkado, 
has a correspondingly adverse effect on that of teak. The stimulus given by 
fire-protection to pyinkado reproduction has been observed in moist and dry 
mixed forest, both with and without bamboos, as well as in lower mixed 
forest. On the other hand, cases of good reproduction in areas annually 
burnt may also be observed, though such cases occur only where the 
state of the soil-covering is such as to preclude severe fires. The effect of 









'At' •. .V, 


Fig. 159. Xylia dolabriformis, dense natural saj)ling croi3 in fire-]3rotected forest, assisted by gradual opening of 
overhead canopy combined with repeated cleanings, Konbilin reserve, Tharrawaddy, Burma. 
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fire-protection, however, does not appear to be universally beneficial, for cases 
are recorded, particularly from South Tenasserim, where owing to the thick 
carpet of leaves, and possibly owing sometimes to the dense undergrowth, the 
seedlings fail to establish themselves in fire-protected forest. This appears 
to indicate that, as in the case of teak, when the type of forest passes a certain 
degree of moisture protection induces conditions adverse to successful repro- 
duction , this degree is passed at a considerably drier stage in the case of 
teak than in the case of pyinkado. 

Another factor of great importance to the establishment of pyinkado 
reproduction is light. Although seedlings appear under fairly heavy shade 
and may even persist for a time, they become suppressed and killed out unless 
a moderate amount of light is admitted. Operations carried out in Tharra- 
waddy to assist natural reproduction have shown, however, that if the overhead 
cover is opened out severely a heavy growth of grass and weeds tends to spring 
up in which p^unkado seedlings, though they may appear in large numbers, 
become suppressed, while, on the other hand, if the cover is removed gradually 
weeds are prevented from coming in to the same extent and the advance 
growth of pyinkado grows rapidly : repeated weeding and cleaning in the 
earlier years is necessary, however, in order to bring up the young crop. 
Figs. 158 and 169 illustrate the manner in which natural young crops of 
pyinkado can be established in fire-protected forest by the gradual opening 
of the canopy combined with weedings and cleanings. Observations have 
been recorded in various localities regarding the quantity of reproduction 
which springs up in areas where felling and bamboo cutting have taken place, 
the disturbance of the soil no doubt assisting as well as the admission of light. 

Mr. T. W. Forster,^ writing of the effect of the admission of light on the 
reproduction of pyinkado in Tharrawaddy, notes that whereas young pyinkado 
is well distributed over areas where bamboos are absent, it is conspicuous by 
its absence in many bamboo areas except along the outer edges where side 
light has penetrated and in places where clumps have died after seeding. 
That seedlings do appear in large quantities in untreated bamboo areas may 
be realized from the following countings made in two plots : (1) area J acre : 
seedlings present, 3,309, or 13,200 per acre ; (2) area 1 square chain : seedlings 
present, 1,088, or 10,800 per acre. In such cases, however, if sufficient light 
is not admitted a very large proportion of these die off. The following countings 
on a linear survey 9 chains in length covering 1-8 acres in untreated bamboo 
forest in the Mokka reserve show the extent to which the establishment of 
seedlings and saplings is prevented by the effect of overhead cover : 


Seedlings 1 ft. in height and over 3,691 

Poles 8 in. -1ft. in girth . . . • . • • • 21 

Trees 4-5 ft. in girth . . . • • • • • 2 

Trees 5-6 ft. in girth . . . • • . . . 2 

Trees over 6 ft. in girth . • • • • • ♦ • 2 


Within recent years special attention has been paid in some of the Pegu 
Yoma tracts to the question of obtaining natural reproduction of pyinkado. 
It has been demonstrated clearly that once their roots have become well 
established young pyinkado plants are capable of surviving severe burning 
almost as well as teak, and although burnt back they afterwards send up strong 
^ Tnd. Forester, xxxviii (1912), p. 455, 


412 


XXIII. LEGUMINOSAE 



vigorous shoots. This takes place even after severe fires in flowered bamboo 
areas. Experiments in Prome, Tharrawaddy, and Toungoo have shown that 
natural reproduction can be secured in quantity by cutting bamboos and other 
growth in the vicinity of seed-bearers, in order to lighten the cover, and 
thoroughly burning the cut material. Natural pyinkado seedlings appear in 
quantity on the burnt ground ; thereafter the area is fire-protected and the 
young crop is regularly weeded, while light is admitted gradually by the 
removal of the overwood. This results in the establishment of dense young 
crops of pyinkado. 

The immunity of well-established pyinkado seedlings from destruction by 
fire indicates the treatment w^hich would probably be successful in mixed teak 
and pyinkado crops. This would consist of encouraging pyinkado advance 
growth by a slight opening of the canopy near seed-bearers, accompanied by 
burning ; for some years the area would be fire-protected and the young 
pyinkado would be weeded if necessary until well established. A clear felling 
and burning of the area would then secure teak reproduction, while the young 
pyinkadoj after being burnt back, would shoot up again from the base. Further 
weeding of the young mixed crop would then be necessary until it is established. 
It may be noted in this connexion that pyinkado reproduction often appears 
in teak taungya plantations in the form not only of seedlings but also of 
coppice-shoots from the bases of saplings which have been burnt back. 

Natural reproduction of pyinkado is sometimes found in great quantity 
in the rather dry type of forest known as thitkyin alluded to above, containing 
few or no bamboos ; this reproduction is the result of fire-protection, but the 
young plants are kept in suppression, and few succeed in making their way 
up unless the canopy is opened. 

Artificial ruprodijction. Experiments at Dehra Dun have shown that 
direct sowing gives much greater success than transplanting from the nursery. 
Transplanting, if carried out carefully in rainy weather, was found to be 
successful with small plants in the first rainy season, but not with large plants 
in subsequent years. Pruning down the stem and the root did not prove 
successful, either in the first year or subsequently. 

The beneficial effects of thorough weeding and loosening of the soil have 
already been alluded to under ‘the seedling *, and hence line sowings, where 
these can be carried out most effectively, are indicated as likely to give the 
best results. 

In the Kyangin reserve of the Henzada forest division a mixture of teak 
and pyinkado has been tried with field crops in shifting cultivation {taungya) 
on a fairly extensive scale, but owing to the different requirements of the two 
species as regards germination the success has not been great. ^Teak seed, in 
order to germinate successfully, requires to be put in early in order to obtain 
the benefit of the alternating showers and hot sun at the commencement of the 
rainy season. Pyinkado seed, on the other hand, germinates with the first 
shower, and in an open taungya the germinating seedling is dried up on the 
next sunny day. To sow the pyinkado later when the rains have well set in 
would add to the cost of the plantation, and might be difficult in practice. 
A small taungya plantation of pure pyinkado was formed in the Tharrawaddy 
didsion about 1900. This I saw in 1904, and the plants were few in number 
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and in poor condition : the surrounding forest contained pyinkado trees of 
good (juality, and the poor condition of the plantation, in which the ground 
was covered with a thick growth of grass, was probably due to this growth 
of grass, to unfavourable soil conditions induced by the removal of the 
forest cover, and to the exposure of the plants to the sim. The readiness 
with which natural reproduction of pyinkado sometimes springs up in teak 
plantations would indicate that it might be introduced successfully as an 
under-story in such plantations if the correct degree of light is obtained : 
sowings of pyinkado in lines between the lines of teak, after the latter have 
been sufficiently thinned out, should not be difficult to carry out. 

2. Xylia xylocarpa (Roxb.), -Hole in Ind, For., xxxviii. 463. Vern. 
Jamba, yerul, suria, Mar. ; Jamie, tiruioa, Kan. ; Jnd, Tam. ; Tangedu, Tel. ; 
Irumulla, kada, Mai. 

A moderate-sized to large deciduous tree. Leaves bipimiate with one 
pair of pinnae, each pinna with two to six pairs of leaflets. Bark 0*2-0 *5 in. 
thick, smooth, reddish grey, exfoliating in large irregular plates. Wood very 
hard, reddish brown, durable, liable to split in seasoning, used for house and 
bridge construction. 

The tree is considerably smaller than the Burmese species, seldom reaching 
a height of more than 60 ft. and a girth of more than 6 ft. ; in dry localities 
and on poor ground it attains much smaller dimensions than these, and pro- 
duces a somewhat crooked and fluted bole. 

Distribution and habitat. This tree occurs in the Indian Peninsula, 
extending as far north as Bombay in the west, Orissa in the east, and the 
Balaghat district of the Central Provinces in the centre. It extends southward 
to Travancore, but is absent from the south of that state. It is not found 
in the dry districts of the Deccan. It is plentiful throughout the deciduous 
forests of the Western Ghats, in the Belgaum and North Kanara districts of 
Bombay, and in South Canara, Malabar, and thence south to Travancore. 
Here its most important companions are teak, Terminalia tomeiifosa, T, fani- 
culata, Lagerstroemia lanceolata, DaTbergia latifoUa, Pterocarpus Ilarsupiwm, 
Adina cordifolia, and Schleichera trijuga. It is, however, a typically gregarious 
tree, often forming nearly pure crops, especially on abandoned cultivation. 
In the east of the Peninsula it is plentiful in some of the deciduous forests 
of the Godavari district, where it also becomes more or less gregarious. It is 
locally common in Ganjam. In the Puri district of Bihar and Orissa it occurs 
on low hilly country, where it is sometimes mixed with sal, forming pole crops. 
In the Central Provinces it is found locally in mixed deciduous forests on hill 
slopes and in valleys in Chanda, Bhandara, Balaghat, Raipur, and Nagpur, 
sometimes forming dense pure young crops under teak and other species. 

The tree is found on various geological formations, such as granite, gneiss, 
mica schist, basalt, trap, quartzite, sandstone, and limestone, while it is some- 
times very plentiful on laterite, though on this formation it does not appear 
to attain large dimensions. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 95^ to 115° F., the absolute minimum from 37° to 62° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 50 to 180 in. or perhaps more. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. The leaves fall about 
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February and the new leaves appear in March or April, the flowers appearing 
at the same time. The globose fragrant flower- heads are yellowish white, 
0-5-0-7 in. in diameter, with numerous very small flowers. The pods commence 
ripening next December, and the seed as a rule all falls by March. The pods 
are brown, 4-6 in. long by 2-2-5 in. broad, flat, woody, falcate-oblong, con- 
taining six to ten seeds. The pods dehisce on the tree, the hard woody 
valves bursting open elastically, curving backwards and ejecting the seeds. 
The open pods do not remain long on the tree, and have usually all fallen by 
the end of May ; the hard valves may then be found in quantity on the 
ground. The seeds (Fig. 160, a) are fiat, ovate, oblong or nearly orbicular, 
0-5-0-7 in. by 0-35-0-5 in., brown, smooth, shining, with a moderately hard 
testa. 

Germixatiox (Fig. 160, h-d). Epigeous. The testa splits at one end 
and the radicle emerges and descends rapidly. The hypocotyl arches and 
elongates, soon straightening and raising the cotyledons above ground. The 
testa is usually carried up over the cotyledons, falling to the ground with their 
expansion. 

The seedlixg (Fig. 160). 

Roots : primary root long, moderately thick, terete, tapering, wiry, 
glabrous or minutely pubescent when young : lateral roots fairly numerous, 
at first short, afterwards long, fibrous, distributed down main root. Hypocotyl 
distinct from the root, 1 -5-2*5 in. long, fusiform or tapering slightly at the 
lower end, white turning green, minutely pubescent. Cotyledons : petiole 
0-05 in. long, thick : lamina 0-7-0-9 in. by 0-5-0*6 in., broadly elliptical or 
obovate, apex rounded, base sagittate, entire, fleshy, glabrous, upper surface flat 
or slightly concave, lower surface convex, veins not distinct. Stem erect, woody, 
green turning brown, young parts pubescent; internodes 0-3-1 -2 in. long. 
Leaves compound, first pair opposite, paripinnate, with two pairs of leaflets, 
subsequent leaves alternate with 1, 2, or 3 pairs of leaflets, very rarely trifoliate ; 
bi-compound leaves, with leaflets up to six pairs, are ordinarily produced in 
the second season. Stipules up to 0-2 in. long, linear lanceolate, acuminate, 
pubescent. Rachis (first season) 0*8-5 in. long, pubescent, terminating in 
a fine bristle. Leaflets opposite, with petiolules up to O-l in. long, 0*7-5 in. 
by 0*25-2 in., ovate or ovate lanceolate, acuminate, entire, glabrous above, 
pubescent on the veins beneath, terminal pair larger than remaining leaflets, 
young leaves often copper-coloured. 

Nursery-raised seedlings in Malabar reach a height up to 1 ft. in the first 
season, and between 2 and 3 ft. by the end of the second season. 

The seedling stands a good deal of shade when young, though when once 
established it benefits by the admission of light. Experience gained in sowings 
in Coorg shows that it is sensitive to drought. A long taproot is developed 
early, and may attain a length of 1 ft. or more within a month of germination. 
As in the case of the Burmese species, the growth of the seedling is greatly 
stimulated by weeding. The young plants are not eaten by cattle. 

SiLViOTJLTXJEAL CHARACTERS. The tree is a shade-bearer, particularly in 
youth: it owes its gregariousness in part to this character, which enables it 
to gain a footing rnider the moderate shade of mixed deciduous forest, though 
it cannot compete with the heavy shade-bearers of the evergreen forests. 
Although it grows best on deep soil overlying sandstone and crystalline rocks 
it is usually more gregarious on shallow soil on laterite, though here it does 
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not attain large dimensions. Bourdillon notes that in Travaiicore it does not 
seem to thrive well at the lower elevations where it is most common, but is 
badly shaped, fluted, and twisted, w'hereas at 1,500 ft, and upwards, where 
it is not so abundant, it attains a larger size : this may, however, possibly 
be due to geological formation and soil rather than to elevation. Opinions 
appear to vary as regards the fire-resisting power of this tree. Talbot attributes 
the defective unsound stems in the Bombay Presidency to forest fires : 
Mr. D. T. Barry writing of South Canara, says it withstands fire better than 
most species. The effect of fire on natural reproduction is dealt with below. 

The tree coppices and pollards well, and produces root-suckers in abun- 
dance, particularly in burnt areas and where the roots are exposed. Coppice 
and pollard experiments carried out in 1909 in North Chanda, in which cutting 
was done in April, May, and June, gave the following results in the case of 
Xylia as compared with teak : 

(1) Percentage of stools which produced coppice-shoots : Xylia 95 per 
cent. ; teak 97 per cent. 

(2) Percentage of success in pollarding: Xt/fc 85 per cent.; teak 73 

per cent. 

Natueal REPEODTJCTiON. The seeds germinate with the early showers 
of the rainy season, and in May numerous young seedlings may be found on 
the ground with the cotyledons still present. The natural reproduction of 
this tree is profuse throughout the greater part of its habitat, and in Bombay 
it threatens in places to oust more valuable species such as teak, blackwood, 
and Pterocarpics Marsupium, forming pure young crops mider the other trees 
of the mixed deciduous forests, often to the almost complete exclusion of 
other species. In the teak plantations of Nilambur in South Malabar young 
crops of Xylia have appeared in quantity on the laterite areas where the teak 
develops poorly and has almost disappeared in places. In the Central Provinces 
natural reproduction has spread extensively in the mixed deciduous forests 
where seed-bearers are present, forming dense pure crops under teak and other 
trees, and it is a question whether the tree will not yet prove to be noxious 
in preventing the reproduction of the more valuable species. In the majority 
of cases the spread of Xylia reproduction is directly traceable to fire-protection, 
its shade-bearing character and its immunity from damage by grazing being 
of special assistance to it. In moist regions where the vegetation tends to 
assume a tropical evergreen character, however, fire-protection appears to 
have the reverse effect, favouring the spread of the more shade-bearing ever- 
greens, to the detriment of Xylia reproduction. 

Natural reproduction springs up with great freedom on abandoned fields 
during the process of shifting cultivation, the sites of former cultivation being 
often marked by pure patches of Xylia. This indicates its partiality for new 
soil, which favours the germination of the seed and the establishment of the 
seedling, as in the case of the Burmese species, and its capacity for contending 
successfully against the second-growth species which appear on abandoned 
■■'Cultivation. ■ ■ 

Aetieicial eepeodtjction. Little appears to have been done so far to 
1 Ind. Forester, xxxix (1913), p. 30. 
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form plantations of tliis species, since its iiatin-al reproduction is as a rule so 
good. It has been raised experimentally in Coorg with the aid of. sMftiiig 
cultivation (famn), but the seedlings were found to siifier to some extent 
fioin fought. Possibly it requires to be grown under moderate shade for a time. 

SiLVicuLTijRAn TEEATMEKT. Hitiieito the tree has been worked along 
v4th the other species associated with it either in some form of selection 
fellings or as coppice-witli-standards.. For the latter system it is suitable. 
The ease with whicii natural reproduction can he secured, and thci tendency 
of the tree to form even-aged pure crops, indicate that there should be little 
difficulty in treating it by concentrated high forest regeneration fellings with 
the object of producing even-aged crops. It could also be employed usefully 
to form an under-story .to other species of greater value, whether in planta- 
tions or in natural crops. 

Rate of groivth. (1) Natural high forest. The annual rings, though 
more or less visible, are not very distinct. Certain working plans in the Sorth 
Ivanara district of Bombay estimate the rate of growth ring-countings. 
The following statement, prepared after reducing the figures to girth measure- 
ments, obtaining average curves after plotting by rectangular co-ordinates, 
and including bark thickness, gives a summary of the results : 


Xylia xylocarpa : rate of growth in girth in high forest, North Kanara district, 

Bombay, 
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^ Measurements by D. A. Thomson. , , ® Measurements by R. S. Pearson. 

^ Measurements by, P.,E. AitcMson. 


(2) Planted trees. ; .Bourdillon says measurements of : trees ' planted a 
Malayattur in Travancore showed the following growth : 

Age 5 years, height 25 ft., girth 10 in. 

„ 10 „ „ 60 ft., „ 22 in. 

Under favourable conditions, therefore, it appears that the tree is capable 
of Very rapid growth. 
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(8) Coppice, Measurements in coppice coupes in the Karwar fuel reserves. 
West Kanara forest division, Bombay, gave the following results from the 
average curve after plotting : ^ 



Mean girth at 
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breast height. 
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Measurements in 1912-13 of coppice-shoots one year old in the Bhandara 
forest division, Central Provinces, showed an average height of 6 ft. 8 in. 
for Xylia as against 7 ft. 1 in. for teak. Measurements by Mr. H. Gass in 
1898-9 in coppice coupes in Kadike block, South Canara district, Madras, 
gave the following results : ^ 

Xylia xylocarpa : coppice measurements, South Canara. 
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3. ACACIA, WiUd. 



This important genus contains over twenty Indian species as well as some 
introduced species, the three most important of the latter being the Australian 
trees A, decurrens, A. dealbata, and A, Melanoxylon, The Indian acacias are 
essentially xerophilous, occupying for the most part the dry and arid regions 
where the forests are often of the nature of open thorny scrub : some of the 
species assume the spreading flat umbrella-like crowns characteristic of open 
xerophilous woodland in the tropics, for example A, planifrons, A, Latronum, 
and A. lemophloea. The Indian tree species are essentially light-demanding, 
regenerating on open ground and being intolerant of suppression. Some 
species reproduce most freely on recent riverain alluvium, notably Acacia 
Catechu and A. arabica ; A, Farmsiaim, an introduced species, also runs wild 
gregariously in river-beds. Some species have indehiscent or tardily dehiscent 
pods, e.g. A, arabica^ A. modesta, A, Senegal", others have dehiscent pods, 
e.g. A, Catechu, A, Latronum, The seeds of acacias as a rule retain their 
vitality for a considerable time. Germination is epigeous in all the species 
examined. 

Some species coppice well, for instance A, Catechu, A, modesta, A, leuco- 
phloea. A, dealbata, A, decurrens ; others coppice with less freedom, and in 
some localities hardly at aU, for example A, arabica and A, Melanoxylon. 

Root-suckers are probably produced on occasion by most if not all species ; 
even A. arabica, which does not ordinarily produce suckers, does so occa- 
sionally, while A, Catechu does so sometimes when the roots are exposed. 

^ WorMng Plan for the Karwar Fuel Eeserves, West Kanara Division, Bombay, 
D. A. Thomson, 1904. 

2 Inspection note, 1899. 


ACACIA 


419 


Suckers are produced more freely by A. planifrom and A. leiicophloea, and in 
profusion by A. dealbata and A. decurrens. 

Species 1. A. arabica, Willd. ; 2. A. leucophlom, Willd. ; 3. A. Catechu, 
Willd.; 4. A. modesto, Wall.; 5. A. SejiegraZ, Willd. ; 6. A. pla 7 iifron 8 ,W. and 
A. ; 7. A. Latronum, Willd. ; 8. A. Farnesiana, Willd. ; 9. A. eburnea, Willd. ; 
10. Australian acacias: (1) A. decurreiis, Willd., (2) A. dealbata. Link, 
(3) A. Melanoxylon, R.Br. 

1. Acacia arabica, Willd. Syn. Mimosa arabica, Lam. Babul. Vem. 
Babul, Hind. ; KiJcar, Pb. ; Babar, Sind ; Jali, Kan. ; NeUa iuma, Tel. ; 
Karu velam, Tam. 

A moderate-sized almost evergreen tree with a short trunk, a spreading 
crown, and feathery foliage. Bark dark brown, nearly black, pinkish brown 
and hard inside,, with regular deep longitudinal fissures which very often run 
spirally up the tree. Young branches green, pubescent. Stipular spines 
straight, white, up to 2 in. long, variable, sometimes absent in old trees. 

The tree varies much in size, remaining little more than a shrub in some 
localities, and in others attaining a height of 50 to 60 ft. or even more, and 
occasionally a girth of 8 to 10 ft. Brandis says the largest girth recorded is 
16| ft. near Multan. 

Acacia arabica is probably the most important tree in the drier parts 
of India. The sapwood is w’hitish and large : the heartw^ood is pink, turning 
reddish brown on exposure, hard and very durable if well seasoned. The 
wood is used for building, carts and carriages, wheel- w^ork, agricultural imple- 
ments, boat-building, and many other purposes, and is an excellent fuel. The 
bark is extensively used for tanning. The pods are rich in tannin, and are 
also largely used as fodder for cattle, goats, and sheep. The leaves and twdgs 
are used as fodder and the thorny branches as fencing material. The bark 
exudes a gum largely used in dyeing and calico-printing and for native medicine. 
Lac is growm on the tree in Sind. In the dry hot regions in which it grows 
it is a useful shade tree with its spreading evergreen crowm, and although its 
shade is somewhat light it is frequently grown on camping grounds and along 
roadsides. 

Varieties. Several varieties of Acacia arabica have been distinguished. 
There are three ordinarily recognized varieties in India, which come true to 
seed : these are^ — (1) The typical A. arabica ^Ni\h spreading shady crown and 
moniliform pods. This is the godi, teli, or telia babul, the wood of which is 
much prized : this variety is the one of most importance economically, and 
the one extensively growm in plantations or natural forest crops. (2) Var. 
vediana, 'tihe vedi, kavadi, kaora, kaulia, or kauria babul. As compared with 
the typical or variety this one is smaller, with a shorter bole, the bark 
is rougher and more fissured, with more pronounced exfoliation, the pods are 
flat and little constricted between the seeds and are on shorter stalks, the 
spines are more numerous, stouter and whiter and up to 2-| in. Tong, the 
crown is more spreading, while the branches are more twisted and interlacing. 
The wood of the kauria babul is inferior to that of the telia, and is usually 
considered fit only for firewood, though in cases of necessity it is used as timber, 
particularly for agricultural implements : hence this variety is cut or weeded 
out wherever possible in favour of the telia. This variety, w^hich is common 
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ill the Deccan, appears to be a xeropliytic form of the typical variety. (3) Var. 
C'UpT6SsifO'T'}7i'is, the Tctf/bJcdutcL or TdWiJcci'ti hcibul or JcdbuH hilcccT. TThis variety 
is recognized by its broomdike (cupressiform) ascending branches : the stem is 
tall and the branches are thin. It is found in parts of the Punjab, Bind, RaJ- 
putana, and the Deccan, where it is fairly common in the Poona district. 
In Berar there is a religious prejudice against using its timber. The word ' 
ramkaU signifies llama’s kati or wand. 

The present account of this tree will relate to the telia or typical variety 
unless the contrary is stated, since this is the important variety for forest 
purposes. 

Distribution' ani) habitat. General distribution. Acacia arabica is 
probably indigenous in Sind, Rajputana, Guzerat, and the northern Deccan ; 
it is cultivated or self-sown throughout most of the drier parts of India, but 
not in the extreme north-west of the Punjab, where the winter cold is too 
severe. It is not found in the moister regions. It has been introduced into 
parts of the dry zone of Upper Burma and has spread to some extent. It is 
essentially a tree of the plains, occurring on flat or gently undulating ground 
and ravine country, but not extending into hilly regions. The tree is found 
also in Africa and Arabia. 

Climate. The babul is characteristic of dry regions, but will not thrive * 
without irrigation if the climate is too arid. In regions where it is indigenous 
or has become naturalized the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 105*^ to 122° E., the absolute minimum from 30° to 60° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 3 to 50 in. In regions of low rainfall such as Sind, however, 
the existence of the tree is rendered possible only by river inundations : 
otherwise it is doubtful if the babul is capable of flourishing with a rainfall 
of less than 20 in., in which connexion Talbot remarks 'Quite recently 
a very large area (over 50,000 acres) of reserved forest in the Poona district, 
where laborious efforts had been made over a long series of years to raise 
babul, had to be disforested, as it was found that the rainfall was insufficient, 
even in good soil, to produce anything but small, stunted, and decaying stems 
of very little climatic or economic value.’ 

Soil. The two commonest types of soil on which the babul occurs are 
riverain alluvium subject to inundations and black cotton soil. The former 
is exemplified on a large scale in Sind and to a lesser extent along the rivers 
of the Deccan. Black cotton soil is- common in many parts of the Peninsula 
and in the southern part of the Indo-Gangetic plain. It is a stiff soil which 
absorbs large quantities of water in the rainy season, becoming sodden like 
a sponge : in the dry season it dries and contracts, forming large deep cracks 
all over the surface of the ground, and it is only by sending its long taproot 
do-wn into the moister subsoil beneath that the young plant is able to survive 
the dry season and establish itself. 

Apart from the two classes of soil mentioned, however, the tree is also 
frequently found on other types of soil, for example over large stretches of 
country on alluvial loam in the plains of northern India, on loamy soil in the 
Peninsula, and in tank beds in the Madras Presidency. In any type of soil, 
however, it is essential that there should be a sufficient degree of permanent 

^ Tor. Flora Bombay, i. 482,^ ^ ^ ^ 
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inoistuie in the soil and subsoil, for in this respect the babul is exacting. 
Shallow soils with underlying sheet rock or beds of hankar have a stunting 
effect . on such ground the kdwrid usually replaces the fBlid varietv where 
both occur, and the same applies to saline soils. The capacity of the babul 
for existing on saline soils appears to depend on the presence of a considerable 
amount of moisture in the soil. In Sind it camiot exist for any length of 
time on saline soil, but here this soil denotes a failing water-supply, a condition 
which is unsuitable for the growth of the tree in the dry climate of Sind. In 
Berar, according to Mr. Shrinivasulu Nayadu,^ ' the existence of soda salts to 
a large extent in the soil favours the growth of babul and its few associates 
to the exclusion of other trees.* Many of the saline tracts, however, are on 
the alluvium along the Puma river, where there is a considerable amount of 
moisture in the soil. That the babul can actually flourish in salt water, and 
that absence of soil moisture rather than salinity is probably the main reason 
for its failure to grow on dry saline soils, is indicated from the following quota- 
tion from the Madras Forest Eeport for 1909-10 : ' The experiments conducted 
in Lower Godavari and Kistna for promoting babul growth on the saline soils 
have not been successful, but inspection showed precisely the defects. In 
Lower Godavari the area was blank ; it w^as evident that the water ran off 
almost at once. In Kistna the area was on a slope, the upper part blank, 
the lower part and hollows filled with babul seedlings, some of which, only 
one or two years old, were 5 ft. or 6 ft. high. It is evident, then, that if the 
water can be retained for some time, until the roots reach moisture level, 
babul will succeed. Nor is fresh w^ater necessary Below, for babul was found 
flourishing with its roots in perfectly salt w^ater creeks.* The same is observable 
along brackish creeks near Bombaj^, where the tree is seen in close proximity 
to mangrove species. 

Type oe forest. Acdcia dfdhica is a typically gregarious tree, forming 
crops which are pure or in which it is usually the most prevalent species. 
It is a strong light-demander, and the crops come up in even-aged groups 
or patches of varying extent. . Forests of Amcia arabicd are frequently termed 
babul Idns and sometimes babul meadows, the latter term referring to the 
grassy undergrowth so prevalent in forests of this species. Its companions 
vary in different localities : these, together with its mode of occurrence, can 
best be dealt with for different localities separately. 

EiM, Sind contains by far the most extensive babul tracts in India, 
the area of babul forest being roughly estimated at 172,000 acres, though this 
area is subject to constant change owing to river action. The babul tracts 
are situated on both banks of the river Indus. The distribution, and indeed 
the existence, of the babul in Sind is governed by this river and its effect on 
the soil moisture, for climatically Sind is unsuitable for the growth of babul. 
In the regions where the tree is found the absolute maximum shade temperature 
varies from 116° to 122° F., and the absolute minimum from 30° to 40° F., while 
the normal rainfall varies from 3 to 10 in. Under ordinary circumstances it 
would be impossible for the babul to exist under rainfall conditions such as 
these, and it is to the annual inundations of the Indus that the babul forests 
owe their origin and existence. The influence of the rainfall is of small 

1 Ind. Forester, XXXV (1909), p. 493. 
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importance compared with that of the floods. The Indus river, which is fed 
by the Himalayan snows and receives during its course through the Punjab 
plains the drainage of the fom- other large snow-fed rivers of that province, 
annually floods a large stretch of country on either bank. The flood season 
commences about the beginning of May with the melting of the snows and 
continues, with occasional interruptions, until July and sometimes later, the 
river thereafter subsiding until it reaches its winter level about the end of 
October. The extent and duration of the river floods vary greatly from year 
to year, and this variation has a marked influence on the conditions affecting 
forest growth. 

, The powerful river action causes the formation of new land in the shape 

V of fresh alluvial deposits, and the loss of much existing land through erosion. 

The new alluvial river deposits (known locally as kacim ground) become 
densely covered in one or two years with a growth of Tarmrix dioica and 
; ; T. Troupii from water-borne seed, and of kanh grass {SaccMrum spontaneum). 

Where the grass is not too dense, seedlings of Acacia arahica soon make their 
appearance amongst the tamarisk, the seed being dropped by cattle or con- 
I veyed by water ; the tamarisk undoubtedly assists the babul to establish 

;;; itself by protecting it from frost. The level of this new ground is gradually 

raised in course of time by subsequent alluvial deposits along its riverain 
edge, but as long as the land is subject to annual inundations the babul 
continues to flourish, other conditions being favourable. If, however, the 
flood water is shut out or the ground becomes elevated above the reach of 
ordinary floods the babul commences to languish, and unless there is sufficient 
subsoil moisture by percolation from the river or from perennial canals the 
trees die off if the flood water is withheld for three or four years : sufficient 
percolation from the river, however, is exceptional in ground not subject to 
floods. It has been estimated that the minimum depth of surface flooding 
necessary for good babul growth varies from 2 inches on the stiffest to 8 inches 
on the most porous soils. Deeper flooding is common, and the babul 
benefits rather than otherwise provided the water drains off at the end of 
the flood season, for prolonged inundation on low-lying ground is apt to kill 
off young plants which have been submerged. 

Although the most flourishing babul forests are those which are now in 
riverain situations subject to annual floods, there exist also forests situated 
some miles from the river, the majority of which formerly received annual flood 
water. Within the past forty years, however, embankments constructed by the 
Irrigation Department along both sides of the Indus have shut off the forests 
from their annual supply of flood water. To a large extent this has resulted 
in the disappearance of the babul, its place being taken by the deep-rooted 
and hardier Prosopis spicigera. Where the babul has smvived it is in a weakly 
condition, except where it obtains a more or less adventitious supply of water 
from the surplus drainage from neighbouring cultivation or from occasional 
breaches in the river embankments. Some of the forests are also irrigated 
from canals. Eor some years past steps have been taken to remedy this state 
of affairs by the construction of sluices in the river embankments, connecting 
with distributary channels leading into the forests, and by the embankment 
of forest boundaries to head up water. Whether or not these works will prove 
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remunerative remains, to be seen, but in 1911 the Deputy Conservator of 
Forests in charge of the Sind circle recorded the following opinion : ' These 
schemes are bearing beneficial results, but in my opinion their total cost, 
together with the large annual outlay required to maintain them in efficient 
order, will be found in the future to be out of all proportion to the revenue 
likely to be yielded by the forests concerned. These irrigation schemes are 
complicated in many instances by the necessity on the one hand of protecting 
adjoining cultivation from forest flood water, on the other hand of not inter- 
fering with the customary water supply of cultivation beyond forest limits, 
and lastly by the difficulty of draining most of the forests so irrigated, at the 
close of the flood season. When and if a solution of these difficulties can be 
found, it almost invariably implies greater expense, both capital and recurring. 
I would therefore recommend that all inland forests should be gradually 
discarded whenever opportunities occur of acquiring riparian areas instead, so 
as to maintain undiminished, and to increase if possible, the total area under 
forest, while at the same time abolishing the difficulties, expense, and inter- 
ference with more legitimate forest duties entailed by complicated schemes 
of irrigation.’ 

The alluvium of which the plains of Sind are formed consists of varying 
proportions of sand and clay, from pure sand to clayey loam. In places not 
subject to annual flooding patches of saline soil knowm as hallar often occur : 
such soil is produced by the evaporation of subsoil moisture containing salts 
in solution, resulting in the exudation of a whitish efflorescence on the surface 
of the ground, while the soil itself is usually darker in colour and moister 
than the normal soil. Babul does not grow on this saline soil where the salinity 
is at all marked ; it gives way to tamarisk, which in turn yields to Salvadoran 
while finally chenopodiaceous plants such Suaeda fruticosa Mid Salsola 
foetida mark the last limit of vegetation when the salts become too concentrated 
for the existence of other species. 

Acacia ardbica is far more plentiful in lower Sind than in upper Sind. 
In the latter it is replaced to a great extent by the hardier Prosopis spicigercin 
owing no doubt principally to the greater intensity of the frost, the climate 
of lower Sind being milder owing to its proximity to the sea ; also the duration 
and extent of the river inundations is greater in lower than in upper Sind, 
and this further influences the distribution of the babul 

The most important associates of the babul in Sind are Ta^imrix dioica 
and T. Troupn, which are capable of standing soil conditions both too moist 
and too dry for the babul, but thrive well along with it ; Poptilm euphfatican 
which appears on new alluvium along with the babul; and, to a lesser extent, 
Prosopis spicigera. The last-named species usually appears when the land has 
become elevated above the reach of all but abnormal floods, and as a rule 
indicates a failing water-supply ; it is, however, also frequently met with in 
areas suitable for babul except for a dense growth of grass, the presence of 
Prosopis in place of babul being due to the greater power of resistance to 
suppression possessed by the former. Occasionally Tarmrix articulafa also 
appears with As the ground becomes diiev Salvadotn oleoideSn S. 

persica, and Capparis apUylla make their appearance. Among other species, 
some of them introduced, which are occasionally found in the babul forests 
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are Acacia Farnesiana, Albizzia LebbeJc, Ta^mrindus indica, Parkinsonia 
aouleaia, Zizy pirns Jtijuba, Azadirachta indica, Cordia Myxa, C, Rothii, and 
Fictis hengalensis. 

Northern and central India, Acacia arabica is scattered in greater or less 
abundance in suitable localities in the plains of the Punjab and United 
Provinces, and is frequently grown along canal banks : it is occasionally 
found in the drier parts of Bihar and Chota Nagpur, on embankments, waste 
lands, &c. In the Punjab it does not extend to the extreme north-west, where 
the cold in winter is too severe, but elsewhere it is one of the commonest trees 
of the plains, attaining a good size near water and in irrigated tracts. It is 
found in many parts of Rajputana and the Central India States, chiefly in 
the form of scattered trees in fields and waste lands and along roadsides, 
biuids, and railway embankments. 

In the United Provinces the most important babul tracts are in the dry 
southern districts. In the sub-Himalayan tract the tree occurs only in certain 
isolated localities. Under the policy of afforestation promulgated by the 
United Provinces Government in 1912, the reservation of tracts of babul 
forest or of land capable of growing babul was commenced a few years ago in 
the Hamirpur and Etawah districts, with the idea of being extended to other 
districts as further experience in methods of afforestation is gained. It has 
now been definitely proved by the Kalpi plantation in the Jalaun district 
and the Fisher forest at Etawah that ravine lands in the southern districts of 
these provinces can be successfully afforested with babul ; the rainfall here 
is between 30 and 40 in. These plantations are referred to on pp. 437- 
440, under ' artificial reproduction ’. 

Central Provinces and Berar, In the Central Provinces proper Acacia 
arabica occurs for the most part on open cultivated or waste lands and grazing 
grounds outside the large forest tracts, usually frequenting black cotton soil 
or alluvial ground in the neighbourhood of streams : it is also frequently met 
with on bunds and embankments. 

The most important babul tracts are found in Berar, where the State 
babul forests extend over about 15,600 acres, while an additional area of public 
land (grazing grounds, &c.), roughly estimated at 12,500 acres, either contains 
crops of babul or is capable of supporting them. The tree also occurs in con- 
siderable abundance over private lands, along boundaries between cultivated 
fields, along banks of streams, and elsewhere. According to Mr. Shrinivasulu 
Nayadu^ the distribution of the babul in Berar is determined mainly by 
situation, soil, and altitude. The underlying rock consists throughout of 
Deccan trap, and there is a varying depth of black cotton soil over it. The 
topography of the country is characterized by three main features : (1) on the 
north the Gawilgarh hills (the Melghat), averaging 3,400 ft. in elevation; (2) on 
the south the Ajanta hill range (the Balaghat), comprising undulating plateaux 
about 1,600 to 2,200 ft. in elevation ; and (3) between these two hill ranges 
the broad valley of the Puma river system, known as the Payanghat plain, 
800 to 900 ft. in elevation. The Gawilgarh hills are unsuitable for babul, 
since even in the ravines and valleys the substratum is dry, while frosts of 
some severity occur : the rainfall here is about 58 in. In the Balaghat babul 
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occurs to a greater or less extent along tlie banks of streams, and on cultivated 
and other land where there is sufficient immunity from frost and weeds : the 
rainfall of this tract averages 38 in. 

The Payanghat plain is the important babul-bearing tract of Berar, and 
it is here that most of the State babul l)(i7is are situated. In this plain over- 
lying the Deccan trap is a deep alluvial deposit, often 150 ft. in depth. 
Black cotton soil occurs at the surface, with yellow calcareous loam beneath ; 
this loam often appears at the surface, and is less favourable to tree growth 
than the black cotton soil. Deposits of silt are frequent in the river valleys 
and along the sides of streams. The water-bearing stratum is at a considerable 
depth, but the superficial strata are sufficiently retentive of moisture to support 
the growth of babul. The rainfall in the Payanghat tract averages 30 in., 
rain falling mainly during the south-west monsoon from June to September, 
with occasional showers from November to January. Frost is of rare occur- 
rence ; indeed, wherever it occurs in Berar the babul is easily capable of standing 
the winter cold, suffering only in abnormal years, as in January 1911. Babul 
forms about 90 per cent, of the tree growth of the Payanghat, its chief com- 
panions being Acacia leucophloea, A, ehwrnca, Prosopis spicigera, Dichrostachys 
cinerea, Balanites Boxburghii, AzadiracMa indica, Zizyphus Jiijuba^ and Phoenix 
sylvestris. Common species of the undergrowth are Cassia Tora, C. anriculata, 
and Gapparis gmndis. In situations favourable to the babul this tree forms 
pure crops, the associates becoming more prominent where the black cotton 
soil gives place to calcareous loam or shallow soil. Phoeyiix sylvestris pre- 
dominates on swampy ground. Babul occurs most plentifully and shoivs the 
most vigorous growth in the deep moist soil in the neighbourhood of streams 
and particularly along the Purna river : in such places it benefits by the 
annual inundations during the rainy season. Both the telia and the Jcatma 
varieties are common, the former seeking the localities with deep moist soil 
and the latter being more plentiful omthe higher and drier ground away from 
the streams, or where there are calcareous deposits near the surface, or where 
the salinity of the soil becomes marked : the growth of the kaiiria is much 
slower than that of the telia variety, and the rate of growth of the latter 
decreases away from the streams. 

Bombay Deccan. The principal babul tracts of the Bombay Deccan are 
situated in the Khandesh, Nasik, Ahmednagar, Sholapur, Poona, and Satara 
districts. The actual area of these tracts is difficult to estimate, as the babul 
is restricted to certain localities and is not distributed over the whole forest 
area. In 1908 the total area of State babul forests was estimated at 45,000 
acres. The forests are for the most part widely scattered over cultivated 
lands, usually in isolated patches of comparatively small size, and along the 
banks of rivers. The underlying rock is mainly trap, over which there is 
frequently a varying depth of black cotton soil favourable to the growth of 
babul, but on the higher ground aw’ay from rivers the soil usually becomes 
a dry shallow murram, the result of the disintegration of the trap, or a calcareous 
hanlcar unfavourable to babul. The best babul tracts are invariably situated 
on deep sandy alluvium along the banks of rivers and streams subject to 
annual inundation. Here the teli variety flourishes and often forms dense 
crops. On the deep black cotton soil of the lower ground the babul also 
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flourishes well, but on the higher ground away from the rivers, where the 
soil is dry and shallow, the tdi, variety gives place to the kavadi (kauria), the 
crop becomes more open and the trees are stunted ; finally on the poorest 
localities, where the soil consists of deposits of kankar, the babul may disappear 
altogether and give place to Acacia eburnea, A. Latrofium, A. Catechu, Balanites 
Boxburghii, Capparis aphylla, and occasionally Azadirachta indica and a few 
other species. These species are characteristic of the poorest types of babul 
forest. Among other associates on comparatively dry ground are Zizyphus 
Jttjuha, Prosopis spicigera, Albizzia odoratissinia, Diospyros Melanoxylo^i, 
Acacia leticophloea, Anogeisstis latifolia, and others, while on the rich alluvium 
along the rivers Pongamia glabra and Eugenia JambolaTia make their appear- 
ance. The babul crops occur in various stages of development : under previous 
working plans most of the old and deteriorating trees have been cut out, and 
the majority of the more promising crops are of various ages up to 20 or 
30 years. 

The climate of this region is a dry one, the rainfall, which is uncertain, 
varying from 18 to 30 in., though the tree thrives best where the rainfall is 
over 25 in. The absolute maximum shade temperature varies from 108° to 
112° F., and the absolute minimum from 37° to 45° F. From March to May 
there is intense heat and drought, which is detrimental to reproduction and 
development on all but the deeper and richer soils where the roots are able 
to penetrate to the moist strata: the annual inundations on the alluvial 
riverain tracts are therefore of the greatest importance in producing favourable 
soil conditions to counteract the adverse climatic factors. 

Southern India, The babul is found in greater or less abundance in 
suitable localities throughout the plains in the drier parts of the Madras 
Presidency, Hyderabad, Mysore, and Travancore, where the rainfall varies 
from 20 to 40 in., but not in the moist regions of the w^est coast. In Madras 
it occurs in fair abundance in several districts, particularly in Kistna, Kurnool, 
Anantapur, Guntur, Bellary, Chingleput, and Tinnevelly. It is usually found 
on black cotton soil, but also occurs on other soils, for example on ferruginous 
loam overlying metamorphic rocks in Bellary, where it is stunted and much 
damaged by grazing. In some districts, particularly in Tinnevelly, good crops 
of babul are found in the beds of numerous tanks scattered about the country. 
Many of these have been formed into reserved forests and improved by artificial 
sowing ; they constitute an important source of supply of fuel and agricultural 
and domestic timber. Among the more usual associates of the babul in Madras 
are Acacia planifrons, A, Latronum, A, leucophloea, Prosopis spicigera, Cassia 
Fistula, C. auriculata, and Azadirachta indica. 

Leaf-shedding, FLOW^EEmG, and fruiting. Acacia arabica is hardly 
ever quite leafless, though on very poor soils it is sometimes bare for a short 
time in April-May. The young leaves appear from March to May, the old 
leaves commencing to fall before they appear and continuing to do so while 
the young leaves are spi outing. The flowering season is somewhat irregular, 
varying not only according to locality but also in the same locality. Flowering 
is most general in the rainy season, from June to September or October, but 
trees may be found in flower as late as December or January. The flowers 
are in fragrant yellow globose heads about 0*5 in. in diameter. The young 
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fruits develop rapidly ; the time of ripening varies according to locality, but 
is usually from April to June, or earlier in southern India. In the Peniiisiila 
the Jcauria variety is said to ripen in January and February. In Sind the 
tree flowers as a rule twice a year, once in June-July and again in November- 
December. The pods from the first flowering ripen about October, but are 
usually poor in quality and quantity : those of the second flowering ripen 
about May, and as a rule give a better crop. The pods (tdia or typical variety) 
are 3-6 in. long by 0-5 in. broad, compressed, whitish tomentose, deeply 
constricted between the seeds, eight- to twelve-seeded. In the kauria variety 
the pods are more shortly stalked, about 0-75 in. broad, and very little con- 
stricted between the seeds. The seeds (Fig. 161, a) are compressed, ovoid, 
dark brown, shining, with a hard testa ; about 200 to 300 weigh 1 oz. They 
retain their vitality for some years if carefully stored. They are liable to beetle 
attacks even when still on the tree. 

Trees commence to bear fruit at an early age, usually at about five to 
seven years or somewhat later in Sind. They seed annually as a rule : in Sind 
the crop of pods is sometimes affected if the winter is severe, but this is not 
frequent. The pods are usually blown from the trees by the dry winds of 
the hot weather. They dehisce with difficulty, and if not eaten by animals 
may lie on the ground until the valves rot, the seed remaining ungerminated 
until it escapes in this way, though it is exposed in the meantime to the attacks 
of insects, rats, and squirrels. In exceptional cases the seeds may germinate 
inside the decaying pod, a line of germinating seeds being found partially 
enclosed in the pod : such cases are rare. Seed may be removed from the 
pods by drying the latter and pounding them. In tests of Berar seed carried 
out at Dehra Dun in 191 1 and 1912 the telia variety gave the highest percentage 
of success, the Jcauria came next, and the ramkati gave the lowest percentage. 

The pods are readily eaten by sheep, goats, and cattle, and the seeds 
are ejected by them. As far as recorded observations go the seed, although 
it does so in the case of bovine animals, seldom passes completely through 
sheep and goats, but is ejected by them from the mouth during rumination ; 
the seeds are, it is true, found among their droppings, but this is because of 
the fact that rumination ordinarily takes place where the animals are herded. 
The fermentation 'and moistening which the seeds undergo before their ejection 
undoubtedly assists germination, and seed which has been ejected by animals 
is also held to be less liable to insect attacks than seed collected straight from the 
pod. The superiority of seed collected from goat and sheep pens is generally 
recognized, and seed so collected is extensively used for artificial sowings. 

Experiments carried out in Sind in 1910-11 and 1911-12 to test the 
fertility of seed obtained from goat and sheep pens and chose obtained direct 
from pods gave the following results : 

From pens. 


Sukkur division . 
Hyderabad division 
Naushahro division 
Jerrnck division . 


per cent. 
13 
56 
70 
51 


From pods, 
per cent. 

6 

43 

35 

31 


An experiment in the Sukkur division to ascertain if the feidilitj' of seed 
is impaired by prolonged immersion in water showed that immersion extending 
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up to five weeks had no harmful effect, a fact which is of importance in tracts 
inundated for some time. 

Geemijtatiok (Fig. 161, l-d), Epigeous. The radicle emerges and 
descends. The hypocotyl elongates, arching very slightly or not at all, and 
raises the cotyledons above ground; as a rule the testa is carried up over 
the cotyledons, falling with their expansion. 

The SEEDLING variety, Fig. 161). 

Boots : primary root long, thick in vigorous plants, otherwise thin and 
wiry, terete, tapering, light brown : lateral roots numerous, short, fibrous : 
small nodules present. Hypocotyl distinct from and thicker than young root, 

0-7“l-3 in. long, terete, cylindrical or tapering slightly upwards, expanded in 
a ring at the base, pale green, glabrous. Cotyledons : petiole 0*1 in. long, thick, 
glabrous: lamina 0-5 in. by 0-4 in., plano-convex, fleshy, less than 0*1 in. 
thick, elliptical or ovate, apex rounded, base sagittate, entire, glabrous, pale 
green beneath, darker above. Stem erect, somewhat zigzag at the nodes, wiry, 
pale green, glabrous ; internodes variable in length, usually 0-2-0-4 in. long 
in young seedlings. Leaves : first pair opposite or sub-opposite, subsequent leaves 
alternate. Stipular spines in pairs at the base of the leaves at first 0*1 in. long, 
increasing to 0-5 in. long after a few nodes. First pair of leaves paripinnate, 
up to 1 in. long, with about four pairs of leaflets 0*l-0-2 in. long, or second leaf 
sometimes bicompound, subsequent leaves bicompound, first with one pair 
then with two pairs of pinnae, the number of pinnae increasing subsequently'. 

Under favourable conditions the development of the seedling is rapid 
from the commencement, plants which germinate about July sometimes 
reaching a height of 3 to 4 ft. by December. Experiments carried out at 
Dehra Dun indicate that the chief factors stimulating rapid development are 
an abundance of light and a loose soil free from weeds : irrigation also stimu- 
lates growth, but in the seedling stages w’^eeding and loosening of the soil are 
even more important. The climate of Dehra Dun, it may be noted, is damper 
than in any region where the tree grows naturally. The development is poor 
on stiff clay. Experimental plots at Dehra Dun, some weeded and others 
not weeded, some irrigated and others not, showed the following rate of 
growth dining the first season in respect of the three varieties of babul : 

Acacia arahica : growth of seedlings under different conditions, Dehra Dun. 

Irrigated. Unirrigated. 

Particulars. Weeded. Unweeded. Weeded. Unweeded. 

Number of plants 

at end of season 99 15 28 

Height . . 0 ft. 3 in. -2 ft. 0 in. 0ft. 2 Jin. -I ft. 0 in. Oft. 9 in. --3 ft. 6 in. 

Condition . . Ohieflyvigoro us Weakly Chiefly vigorous 

Number of plants 

at end of season 36 80 38 2 

Height . . Oft. ljin.-3ft. 8 in. Oft. 3 in. -2 ft. Oin. 0ft. 3 in. -3 ft. 6 in. Larger 0ft. 11 in. 

Condition . . Chiefly vigorous Weakly Chiefly vigorous Weakly 

Number of plants 

at end of season 16 2 29 12 

Height . . 0 ft. 10 in.-4 ft. 3 in. 0 ft. 3 in. -0 ft. 5 in. 0 ft. 3 111.-4 ft. 0 in. 0 ft. 2 J in. -0 ft. 1 1 im 

Condition . . Vigorous Weakly Vigorous ""Weakly 

Approximately the same quantity of seed was sown in each plot, but the 
number of seeds sown was not recorded. 


12 

. Oft. 2 in.-l ft. lin. 
Weakly 


Variety.' 

Telia 

Kauria 

Ramikati 


c 
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Fig. i6i. Acacia anibica — Seedling x f 
b - d-^Germination stages e - h—Development of seedling during first season 
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These results deiiionstrate the great importance of weeding, irrespective 
of irrigation. 

Dining the first four years the maximum height of a plot of seedlings, at 
Dehra Dun from seed sown in 1911 was as follows : 

End of first season ; maximum height 1 ft. 7 in. 

End of second season ; maximum height 6 ft. 8 in. 

End of third season ; maximum height 15 ft. 

End of fourth season ; maximum height 16 ft., girth 9 in. 

This plot was regularly weeded, but not watered, and the soil was a deep loam. 

The influence of a loose porous soil on the development of the seedling 
is well illustrated in the case of sowings where the seeds are sown along ridges 
of loose earth. This system has been found very successful in dry localities ; 
vigorous plants raised in such sowings have tliick stems and strong side branches, 
and may reach a height of over 4 ft. in the first season, wdiereas seedlings 
from sowings on level gromid in the same place may attain a height of not 
more than a few inches, without w- ell- developed side branches, and in many 
cases are unable to survive the ensuing dry season. A featm^e of the babul 
seedling is the long taproot, which is developed at an early age, and is a neces- 
sary provision in the dry localities in wiiich the tree grows, and particularly 
on black cotton soil, which is sodden in the rains and dry and cracked in the 
dry season. A vigorous plant on a weeded ridge sowing of June 1914 in the 
Hamirpur district, United Provinces, was dug up in December 1914 and found 
to have a taproot 5 ft. long and | in. thick at the top. 

The seedling is a strong light-demander, and will not tolerate suppression 
of any kind. In experimental sowings at Dehra Dun under different degrees 
of shade it was found that the development was alw^ays better in full sunlight 
than under even the lightest shade. In groups of seedlings the stronger 
individuals quickly suppress the w^eaker ones and kill them out. 

During germination the radicles are very liable to damage by insects in 
the case of seed lying on the surface of the ground. Another serious cause of 
mortality is the damping off of young seedlings in sodden grass or weeds during 
the rains. In inundated tracts, as in Sind, seedlings are sometimes killed by 
an excess of water in low-lying areas where the flood water lies for some time 
after the end of the season. The seedlings are decidedly tender to frost : in 
Dehra Dun the variety was found to be somewhat hardier than the kmma 
in this respect, and seedlings on clear weeded gromid suffered less than those 
growing in grass. Young plants, however, have good recuperative powder 
from the effects of frost, sending out new shoots after being Idlled back. In 
dry climates drought is undoubtedly the most serious cause of mortality 
among seedlings ; the kauria variety is more drought-resistant than the telia. 
The young plants are also subject to injury from animals : the spines 
which are developed at an early age ordinarily protect them from damage 
by domestic animals other than browsers, of which goats are the worst. They 
are frequently browsed by deer and antelopes and eaten by hares. The most 
serious animal pest, however, is the Indian gerbille or antelope rat (GerbiUus 
indicus), which gnaws the bark of the seedlings, or cuts through the shoot or 
root. Mr. Shrinivashlu Nayadu \ states that the injury begins when the 

1 loc. cit.) p. 500„ 
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seedlings are weeded in the rains, but becomes very noticeable when the 
harvest is over and there is no food in the fields to invite the rats. These 
animals appear to multiply most freely in dry seasons, heavy rain being 
injurious to them. The deep cracks in the black cotton soil are specially 
favourable to them, since they live in deep burrows. The rats rear their young, 
eight to twelve at a time, in nests built about 2 ft. above ground in the inter- 
laced branches of babul thickets, and a knowledge of this fact is useful in 
helping to reduce their numbers. 

Silvicultural characters. Light- Acacia ambica is a strong light- 
demander, and will not tolerate suppression of any kind at any period of its 
existence. Young natural crops are often dense, and for some years the 
saplings may grow up without many side branches, but they thin each other 
out and the trees develop broad and full though somewhat light crowns. 
When grown in a free position the tree maintains a bushy form for many years,, 
though the main stem is distinguishable. 

Root-system- The young plant, as already mentioned, develops a long 
taproot from the commencement, and strong lateral roots are also formed 
early. The subsequent development of the root-system depends to some 
extent on the locality. Under normal conditions on dry ground the taproot 
reaches a considerable length. Mr. Ribbentrop states:^ ‘I have known 
them to be 25 ft, long, and under certain conditions they may reach much 
lower.’ In addition to the taproot a strong superficial root-system is pro- 
duced. On shallow soil the taproot branches without reaching any depth, 
and the plant is liable to die of drought. On inundated land the root-system 
is largely superficial. 

Root-suckers, The babul has not as a rule been observed to produce root- 
suckers regularly, but Mr. A. W. Lushingtoh says : ^ ' When pulling up what 
appeared to be seedlings of babul {Acacia ambica) in the Kistna district, they 
were found not to be seedlings at all, but sucker-shoots.’ He mentions further 
that these suckers are produced, especially when trees have been felled or where 
the roots have been exposed, and that he has found that a very fair percentage 
of what he always supposed to be seedlings have been these sucker-shoots. 
Mr. P. M. Lushington,^ writing of babul areas in the Guntur district, Madras, 
says : ' Hitherto I have believed that the coppice resulting from babul was 
practically unproductive, and have for many years advocated the wounding 
of the roots with a view to producing root-shoots.’ The Deputy Conservator 
of Forests, Sind circle, wrote in 1911 : ' Experience here tends to show that 
babul has very limited powers of reproduction by coppice-shoots or root- 
suckers.’ Other writers have expressed doubt as to the capacity of the tree 
for producing root-suckers. So far as observations go at present, therefore, 
it may be considered as established that the babul, though it may not produce 
root-suckers universally, does produce them in some localities and under 
certain conditions, this tendency being stimulated if the trees are felled or the 
roots exposed. 

Coppicing power. The coppicing power of the babul varies greatly. 
Throughout the greater part of its habitat it coppices poorly; this, from 

^ Ind. Forester, XXV i(1900), p, lS6. , 2 J5«(^., xxx (1904), p. 163. 

® luspectioTn note, 1912-13.^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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observations recorded by iiiimerous forest officers, appears to be the case in 
bind, Berar, the Bombay Deccan, and many part-s of southern India, for 
although stumps up to about 6 or 7 in. in diameter frecjuently produce coppice- 
shoots, these in the majority of cases do not develop, remaining small and 
bushy or dying off altogether. Larger stumps cannot be relied on to producer 
general coppice as a regular means of reproduction is 
held to be out of the question. 

Certain important exceptions have, however, been recorded, notably 
from Giuitm in the Madras Presidenejr, where the babul has been regularly 
worked under the coppice system for some years. Mr. P. M. Lushington, 
after inspecting one of the babul tracts in Guntur, wrote : ' Hitherto I have 
believed that the coppice resulting from babul was practically unproductive. 
... A glance at this area was sufficient to show me that m^^ opinion was un- 
sustainable. Here we have a well established worldng series in which coppice 
reproduction is the main feature. The working is fully justified by results, 
for I saw established coppice seven years old which, though it did not cover 
the whole area, was well on its way to establishing a fairly tliick forest.’ Other 
recorded observations indicate that in certain parts of Madras, at all events, 
coppice reproduction can be relied on to a fair extent piwided the trees felled 
are not of large size. 

The precise reason why babul coppices in some localities and not in others 
has not yet been satisfactorily explained. That flooding, provided it is not 
of excessive duration or intensity, is a possible factor is indicated from the 
observations of Mr. J. S. Scot, who notes that ail the best coppice areas in 
Guntur are those which are under water for some period each year.^ There 
must, however, be other factors at work, otherwise the babul in Sind would 
coppice freely. 

Pollarding. The babul usually pollards well, and is freely lopped for 
thorn fences and fodder. 

Susceptibility to injuries, (i) Storms. Trees on inundated ground which has 
become soft are liable to be uprooted on an extensive scale ; this is particiilarh- 
the case in Sind. Where the fungus Pomes Pajypiamis is prevalent trees 
are frequently uprooted owing to decay in the roots, or the stems or large 
branches may be snapped in two owing to the brittleness of the affected wood. 

(ii) Frost and drought. The tree is frost-tender, but is droiight-resistaiit 
so long as the subsoil moisture holds out. The mortality among trees in Sind 
after the land ceases to be regularly inundated has already been refeiTcd to. 
In Sind damage by frost is less severe on inundated lands than on lands which 
have passed beyond the stage of annual flooding. 

(iii) The babul is not a fire-resistant species, and is often killed 
outright where much inflammable grass is present. 

(iv) Animals. Among grazing animals goats and camels are the most 
destructive, and sheep and buffaloes are also harmful. Cattle are the least 
harmful, and may even be beneficial, if admitted in small numbers, in keeping 
down grass and weeds and thus reducing the cover for rats and hares and the 
amount of inflammable material Damage to young plants by deer, antelopes, 
hares, and rats has already been referred to. 

^ Ind. Forester, xxxviii (1912), p. 396, 
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(v) Insects, The two most destructive insect pests of the babul' are the 
beetles Codosterna scabrata, Fabr.j and Psiloptera fasHiosa, Fabr., an account 
of which hy E. P. Stebbing is contained in Forest Bulletin No. 12 of 1912. 
The former, which is the more dangerous of the two, is a root-boring longicom, 
the grubs of which tunnel in the roots and Mil young trees : the imago strips 
the bark from the leading shoots and branches of young trees. The latter 
beetle is a buprestid, wliich as far as is known attacks trees only in its mature 
stage, stripping the bark off the shoots and branches. 

(vi) Fungi. Much damage is caused in Berar by the fungus Fomes Fap- 
piamis^ Bres. This fungus attacks the heartwood of the stem and branches 
and spreads into the roots, causing the wood to become brittle, and in severe 
cases to crumble away : infected trees are thus liable to be blown over or to 
have their stems and branches snapped in two by wind. The fungus does not 
attack young healthy trees, but only those which are in an unhealthy condition 
or have ceased to grow vigorously owing to injury or to old age : it attacks 
isolated trees as well as those growing in dense crops. It has not yet been 
ascertained whether the fungus spreads underground through the roots by 
means of mycelia or through wounds above ground by means of spores, or 
both. 

Measures which have proved efficacious in keeping the fungus in check 
are: (1) to remove all sporophores from infected trees ; (2) to cut out badly 
infected trees ; (3) to execute regular thinnings in young crops, removing sickly 
stems and promoting vigorous growth in those retained; (4) to cultivate the 
soil with field crops after the babul crop has been removed, and to keep the 
young babul crop healthy by hoeing the ground and promoting soil-aeration. 

(vii) Lopping. Lopping for fodder and thorn hedges is a source of much 
injury to the babul : in some cases the lopping takes the particularly destructive 
form of half cutting through the branches and bending them down to be within 
the reach of goats and cattle, a jagged wound being thus formed : small trees 
are similarly cut half through a few feet from ground-level and broken down. 
xMthough the babul has great capacity for heahng wounds, jagged wounds 
formed by rough methods of lopping do^ not heal, and become centres of 
infection by rot. It is by no means improbable that lopping may prove to 
be one of the chief causes of the spread of fungus attacks. 

Natueal eepboductiok. Under natural conditions germination com- 
mences early in the rainy season and continues for some time. Much moisture 
and warmth are necessary to effect complete germination, and without these 
the seed may lie dormant for two seasons or more and then germinate if con- 
ditions are favourable. Experiments at Dehra Dun in which seed was sown 
under varying degrees of shade and temperature showed that germination 
was considerably retarded under even shght shade, owing to the reduction of 
temperature, and that when it did take place the seedlings were unable to 
persist for any length of time in the absence of complete light. 

The dangers to which the seedling is exposed during and after germina- 
tion have been mentioned above under t the seedhng and these are all factors 
mimical to natural reproduction 

It may be said generally that the conditions essential for the stimulation 
of vigorous natural reproduction are: (1) complete sunlight, (2) abundant 
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moisture, (3) loose soil, and (4) absence of grass and weeds. Apart from these 
factors germination is greatly stimulated if the seeds have been swallowed by 
animals and ejected by them. 

The effect of complete light may be seen in any babul tract. Successful 
reproduction never appears under or even close around seed-bearers, but 
always in open gaps fully exposed to light. The effect of abundant moisture 
is seen in riverain tracts, where successful reproduction depends largely on 
the extent of the annual floods, failure usually following abnormally dry 
seasons. In tank beds in Madras it is noticeable that natural reproduction is 
most plentiful where the ground is annually inundated and scanty on the higher 
ground. Seedlings are, however, sometimes killed out by excessive flooding, 
not only in riverain tracts but also in depressions on fiat ground. In riverain 
tracts it is probable that considerable loss is caused by seeds and seedlings 
becoming buried in thick deposits of silt. 

The effect of loose soil is most marked, since it has a direct influence on 
the development of the taproot, and causes soil-aeration and the retention of 
soil moisture. For this reason vigorous natural reproduction frequently springs 
up on ploughed land and on new embankments, while on hard uinvorked 
ground reproduction is usually scanty or absent. The presence of ranlv gi'ass 
and weeds is one of the factors most adverse to the establishment of natural 
reproduction, babul seedlings being particularly sensitive to suppression. In 
this respect grazing is advantageous in keeping down a rank growth of grass. 
One of the worst weeds in babul tracts of the Peninsula is Cassia Tora, which 
sometimes forms a dense soil-covering and effectually prevents reproduction. 

The importance of animal agency in promoting the germination of the 
seeds has already been alluded to. Apart from this grazing animals perform - 
a most useful function in spreading the seed over ground on which they are 
herded, and which is usually kept free of grass and w^eeds. Both in inundated 
riverain tracts and on other lands subject to grazing the seed is brought on to 
the ground very largely by animals, and the existence of many babul groves 
may be traced directly to their agency. The young seedlings as a rule require 
protection from cattle only for about six months or less, but protection from 
^goats is necessary until the plants are well out of their reach. 

A consideration of the factors just enumerated does not, however, always 
solve the question of natural reproduction, the presence or absence of which 
in patches of varying extent for no apparent reason is not ahvays easy to 
account for. Thus good patches of even-aged reproduction frequently occur 
in places where attempts to regenerate artificially by scattering seed on the 
ground have resulted in failure, and this would indicate that there may be 
special reasons for such natural reproduction establishing itself only under 
certain favourable conditions, whether seasonal or otherwise. 

Aetificial BEPEODircTiox. The choice between direct sowing and 
transplanting from the nursery is easily decided, for owing to the sensitive- 
ness of the taproot transplanting on a large scale is out of the question for 
forest purposes. Numerous transplanting experiments at Dehra Dun, in which 
roots and stem were in some cases pruned and in others left intact, resulted 
in almost complete failure. Only when very small plants of the fii'st season 
were transplanted early in the rains with great care, and watered in dry weather, 
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was even slight success attained. On a large scale the cost of such operations 
would be prohibitive considering the proportion of failure likely to be met 
with. 

Direct sowings, however, are very successful, provided certain precautions 
are observed. The chief of these are as follows : 

1. Choice of site. In arid climates, as in Sind, the formation of plantations 
is useless unless natural or artificial irrigation can be secured. It is doubtful 
if plantations could ever be profitable in regions with a rainfall of less than 
20 in., except on deep rich moist soil, such as that found along the sides of 
rivers and streams. In any locality sowings on poor shallow soil such as 
hankar deposits will never produce anything but poor stunted growth ; babul 
sowings should be confined to the more fertile ground, the poorer soil being 
reserved for neem {Azadiraclita indica), klmir {Acacia Catechu), and other trees 
which are not exacting. Localities subject to severe frost should be avoided. 

2. Treatment of soil. Except in certain flooded riverain lands, thorough 
loosening of the soil and removal of matted grass roots are necessary for the 
success of babul sowings ; not only is this the case before the seed is sown, 
but in places where the soil is apt to cake or crack it is also necessary subse- 
quently, and can be effected, where the soil is not too stiff, by means of hand 
ploughs. In black cotton soil it may be necessary to fill up the cracks which 
form in the dry season. 

3. Preparation of seed. Where possible seed collected from sheep and goat 
pens should be employed, as this germinates more quickly and gives a higher 
percentage of success. Failing this a common practice is to soak the seed in 
water or heap it up with moist cow-dung to stimulate germination. 

4. Weeding. Although exceptional cases occur where weeding is found 
to be unnecessary, as in the flooded riverain tracts of Sind, as a general rule 
systematic weeding of the young crop for the first two or three years is essential. 

5. Thinning. In the United Provinces and Berar it has been found of 
great advantage to commence thinning out the young plants in the first year 
and to continue annual thinnings for a few years, followed by periodical 
(usually 5-yearly) thinnings later. The early thinnings consist in spacing the 
plants in such a way as to prevent contact of the branches. 

6. Admission of grazing. In some localities grazing of all kinds is excluded 
during the earlier years of the plantation. In Berar, on the other hand, success 
has been fomid to depend largely on the admission of light grazing by cows 
and bullocks (not sheep and goats) from the end of the first rains onwards, in 
order to keep down the growth of grass, which harbours rats, hares, and 
beetles, and also suppresses the seedlings. In order to secure the utmost 
benefit from grazing, the lines are widely spaced, usually 12 ft. apart, the 
plants are regularly thinned, and their lower branches are pruned in order to 
allow the cattle to obtain access to the grass between the plants. 

Various examples of sowings in different localities are described below. 
The method of sowing must necessarily vary under different conditions, but 
it has now been conclusively proved that in dry regions on non-irrigated 
culturable land the method which has succeeded best, and is also very cheap, 
is that of line sowings in conjtmction with the raising of field ci^ops, which has 
been practised on a considerable scale in Berar. The ridge sowings employed 
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in the United Provinces in the Hamirpur district and elsewhere also give good 
promise of success, thougli they are somewhat costly, 

Expemnenfal sowings at Dehra Dun, In numerous experimental sowings 
carried out at Dehra Dun it was found that both irrigated and unirrigated line 
sowings on loosened soil succeeded well, provided the lines were kept thoroughly 
weeded and the soil was worked up periodically along the lines. Wherever 
weeds were allowed to get the upper hand the babul was Idlled out by the 
middle of the second season. In the irrigated line sowings the seed was sown 
along the base of the ridge of earth tlirown up alongside an irrigation channel 
1 ft. wdde and 9 in. deep. Unirrigated line sowings along with field crops 
were found to give excellent results where the seed was sown along a loosened 
strip 2 ft. wide kept clear of crops, the crops being sown in the intervening 
spaces. Where the crops 'were sown continuously over the area the young 
babul plants were suppressed and killed out. Thorough weeding and periodical 
loosening of the soil along the lines were found to be necessary for satisfactory 
development. One pound of seed was found sufficient for 270 ft. length of 
line. The field crop employed was the lesser millet or ma/ndwa (Elemine 
coracana, Gaertn.), which was sown early in Jmie and reaped in October. 

Bemr : agri-Hlvicnltural sowings. The sowing of babul in conjunction 
with the raising of field crops has been carried out systematically in Berar 
for several years past, and has proved much more successful and economical 
than any other form of artificial reproduction ; efforts are therefore constantly 
being made to extend this method of reproduction and popularize it among 
cultivators. 

Under the Berar system the coupe of the year is auctioned, the purchaser 
being required to grub up the stumps after felling the trees, and to cultivate 
the land with field crops under a lease. Cultivation with field crops alone is 
carried out for two successive years, and in the third year babul seed is sown 
in lines with cotton as the intervening field crop. The two years’ preliminary 
cultivation is considered necessary (1) to enable the lessee to recoup the cost 
of digging out the roots of the felled trees, (2) to ensure the thorough cleaning 
and aeration of the ground, and (3) to remove all traces of the fungus Fomes 
Pappianus in the soil. The babul seed emploj^ed is that which has been 
swallowed and ejected by goats ; it is collected free of charge by the lessee. 
In the earlier sowings the lines of babul were sown 6 or 7 ft. apart, with three 
or four intervening lines of cotton ; this distance between lines was found to 
be too close to admit of the light grazing necessary to keep down the growth 
of grass after the removal of the field crops, and the distance now commonly 
adopted is 12 ft. 

The lessee is required to weed the lines of babul thoroughly and to exclude 
goats from the area after the babul seed is sown. Provided he abides by the 
conditions of Ms agreement the lessee is allowed, to retain possession of the 
area, free of assessment, until January of the year following the sowing of the 
babul, and is then rewarded at the rate of Rs., 2 per acre fully stocked with 
babul, suitable deductions being made for failures. The area is then taken 
over by the Forest Department and at once opened to light grazing of cows 
and buUocks— one animal per two acres— during the raiiiy season, in order 
to keep down the growth of grass and weeds. In places where growth is slow 
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or failures have occurred, or where there is a danger of the young plants being 
overtopped by a rank growth of grass, the lessee is permitted to cultivate for 
a fourth season on condition that he weeds the lines of babul and sows seeds 
wherever the first sowings have failed. 

x4n important modification has been introduced in certain localities in 
order to combat the ravages of the beetle Coelosterna scabmta. This insect in 
the imago stage finds harbourage in grass and weeds, and hence the ground 
requires to be kept clear of such growth for as long as possible. This is effected 
by permitting the lessee to cultivate between the lines of babul for as long as 
he wishes, provided he w^eeds along and betw^een the lines and prunes off the 
lower branches of the babul to give cattle access to the lines. A further 
precaution adopted is to sow neem {Amdirachta indica) seed along with the 
babul in the proportion of one of the former to three of the latter : the two 
species grow well together. 

Thinnings are considered essential for the healthy development of the 
crop. The young plants are thinned out annually during the first few years, 
until they are as far apart as the distance between the lines, and thereafter 
at intervals of five years. The pruning of side branches is also carried out. 

This system of cultivation promotes vigorous growth, the thorough work- 
ing of the soil and the weeding causing the babul roots to strike deep down 
from the commencement. A height of 4 to 8 ft. is attained in two years on 
deep moist soil, and in three years on drier and poorer ground. It is proposed 
to work the plantations on a rotation of twenty or twenty-five years in order 
to supply timber as well as fuel. 

Berar broadcast, mound, patch, and strip sowings. Apart from the agri- . 
silvicultural method of raising babul plantations in Berar, the following 
methods have given satisfactory results, though the success has never been 
as great as that of sowing with field crops : ^ 

1. Broadcast sowings at a cost of about 4 annas an acre have been success- 
ful on areas which flank small streams : elsewhere they have usually proved 
a failure. 

2, Mound sowings have been made in areas subject to floods or in swampy 
or water -logged situations. Low mounds 6 in. high and 2 ft. in diameter, 
spaced 8 ft. by 4 ft., have given good results : the cost has not exceeded 
Rs. 3 per acre. 

3. Patch sowings have been made in blanks amongst young growth of 
babul or other species already on the ground. Patches 2 ft. by 1 ft., dug and 
cleared of roots to a depth of 6 in. and spaced 8 ft. by 4 ft,, have given good 
results : th^e cost should not exceed Rs. 2-8-0 per acre. 

4, Strip sowings have been largely carried out. Strips 10 ft. apart are 
made by means of three confluent plough furrows, each strip being about 
2J ft. broad : the cost has been from Rs. 2-8-0 to Rs. 2-12-0 per acre. 

In all these sowings success was found to depend largely on the admission 
of light grazing of cows and bullocks in order to keep down the grass ; as a rule 
no grazing was permitted during the monsoon in which the sowings were 
made, but from October onwards the admission of cattle commenced. Goats 
and sheep were rigidly excluded. 

^ Shrinivasulu Nayadii, Cil, p. 491, ^ ^ ^ 
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Bombay Deccan : agn-sihicmMiral soivings. Mr. L. S. Osmaston has 
described the results of experiments in sowing babul and other species in 
the Bombay Deccan in dry localities where the rainfall is scarcely 20 in. He 
states that in his experience the only successful method of restocking the 
forests of these dry tracts is by sowing in conjunction with the raising of field 
crops : the crops employed here are chiefly sesamum, cotton, and the lesser 
hemp. 

Operations are conducted where possible by lessees and not depart- 
nientally. A two years’ lease is given, and two different methods have been 
tried : 

1. In the first year the lessee is allowed to cultivate field crops, the tree 
seeds as well as field crops being sown in the second year, one line of tree 
seeds to three lines of field crops, the distance between the lines of tree seeds 
being about 4 ft. : the lines are weeded twice in the first rains. 

2. Tree seeds are sown in the first year of the lease in broad strips 4 ft. 
apart — four lines 1 ft. apart- — alternating with strips of field crops 8 ft. broad : 
the lessee cultivates field crops between the strips of tree seedlings in the 
second year of the lease, and also weeds and sows up blanks. 

The first method had been tried only recently, but if experience in Berar 
holds for the Bombay Deccan, the distance between the lines of babul may 
be found too small. The second method promises well, but success must 
depend largely on favourable rainfall : babul seedlings 3| years old had 
a maximum girth of 11 in. and a maximum height of 16 ft. In departmental 
sowings on this principle the cost of formation — including cost of collection 
of seed and weeding, but not of supervision — for the first three years amounted 
to Rs. 28-1 1-0 per acre : the receipts from the produce of the agricultural 
crops amounted to Rs. 32 per acre, leaving a profit of Rs. 3-5-0 per acre. 

In the Poona district deep ploughing with broadcast sowing of seeds 
which have been swallowed and ejected by sheep and goats has proved 
fairly successful. 

Sind : broadcast sowings with and without field crops. In Sind broadcast 
sowings are carried out to supplement natural reproduction on new riverain 
land subject to annual inundations. The seed is scattered on the water when 
the floods are subsiding and sinks into the ground. 

Broadcast sowings in conjunction with the raising of field crops are 
carried out extensively on land above the reach of ordinary floods which is 
capable of being irrigated by lifts. The babul seed is sown broadcast along 
with the field crops in the first year ; in the second year the area is again 
ploughed up and a second field crop is sovm together with more babul seed. 
The second ploughing seems to do little damage to the babul crop, the culti- 
vator learning to avoid the patches of babul, and the results attained are 
highly successful. The cultivator pays the current rate of land revenue during 
the two years in which he cultivates, and is also bound to irrigate the y^oiing 
babul crop for a third year and to protect it by means of thorny hedges. These 
plantations are formed entirely free of cost. 

United Provinces, The babul has played an important part hi afforesta- 
tion schemes in the southern and drier part/S of the United Provinces, vheie 

i lnd. Forester, xxxiii ( 1907), p. 265* 
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tlie noriiial rainfall varies from 30 to 40 in. The sowing of babul, chiefly on 
an experimental scale, has been carried out both on ravine land and on flat 
or gently undulating ground. The principal examples of the former are the 
Kalpi plantation and the Fisher forest at Etawah. The Piprayan plantation, 
about 4| miles south-east of the Ata railway station, furnishes a none too 
successful example of sowings on imcultivated but irrigable land. This land, 
162 acres in extent, was acquired in 1905, with the view mainly of providing, 
bark for the Cawnpore tanneries. The plantation has sufi:ered from insufficient 
irrigation, combined with the effects of abnormal frost and drought. 

More recent experiments have been carried out on black cotton soil in 
the Hamirpur district in localities where the normal rainfall varies from 33 to 
38 in. These experiments are interesting as showing the excellent results 
attainable by sowing on raised ridges both on w^ater-logged and on over-drained 
ground. Under this method trenches IJ ft. by 1| ft. in section and 10 ft. 
apart are dug, and the loose earth is heaped up in a ridge alongside the trench. 
The seed is sown along the top of the ridge in June, before the rains com- 
mence ; w^eeding is carried out throughout the rains, and after the rains, when 
the soil dries and tends to cake, it is kept looscj cracks being filled up. The 
seedlings are thinned out from the earliest stage ; at first they are pulled up 
by hand, and afterwards superfluous plants are cut down with pruning shears, 
the rule being to thin out to such an extent as to prevent the plants from 
touching each other. The W'eeding, loosening of the soil, and thinning promote 
vigorous development, and by the end of the first season the young plants 
reach a height of 1| to 2 ft. or more with long thick taproots and stout stems 
and branches. As a rule it is found that unless the plants have strongly 
developed side branches they are liable to dry up in the hot weather. In order 
to guard against frost the grass which springs up between the lines, and which 
intensifies the risk, is cut and sold after the end of the rains. Fig. 162 shows 
these ridge sowings during the cutting of the grass. The main objection to 
this form of sowdng on continuous ridges is its high cost, which in the experi- 
mental stages amounted to Rs. 15 to Rs. 20 per acre with an additional Re. 1 
for each w'^eeding, or Rs. 6 for six weedings in the first year. , It is believed, 
however, that the cost will be considerably reduced after further experience, 
and by making the ridges non-continuous, say 5 ft. lengths of ridge alternating 
with breaks of 5 ft. Ridge sowings have given good results in the Fisher forest 
at Etawah (see Fig. 163). 

Other methods which have been tried in the same locality are sowing in 
mounds, broadcast, and in ploughed lines,' pits, and patches : these have 
proved far less successful than ridge sowings. Mound sowings were found to 
be fairly successful, provided the mounds were high : they are cheaper than 
ridge sowings, costing Rs. 9 per 100 mounds, but when failures occur large 
gaps are the result. Broadcast sowings have been successful only on the 
higher ground, and the results are therefore patchy. The ground requires to 
be kept loose and the plants to be weeded and tliinned, operations v/Mch are 
difficult under the broadcast system. Sowings in ploughed lines were likewise 
successful only on the higher ground, not on low ground. The lines tend to 
crack longitudinally after the rains, causing the death of some of the plants. 
Thorough weeding and tlunniiig of the plants and loosening of the soil are 
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Acacia arahica, ■weeded ridge sowings, end of first season, Hainirpnr district. United 
Provinces : grass being cut between lines. 


Acacia arahica, vidge sowings in bed of stream, end of second year 
Etawah, United Provinces. 










Fig. 165. Acacia arabica, sowings on ravine lands, Kalpi, United Provinces, 
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necessary. Sowings in pits and patches ])roved an entire failure, the seedlings 
being swamped not long after germination. 

Ajforestation of ravine lands : the Kalpi plantation. The Kalpi plantation 
ill the Jalaiin district of the United Proyinces was started in 1904 by the 
acquisition of 850 acres of ravine land, with the twofold object of producinii 
supplies of babul bark for the Cawnpore tanneries and of ascertaitiing whether 
ravine lands could be successfully afforested with babul, in order to check the 
erosion to which these tracts are subject every year. Afforestation w'ork was 
completed over the w’^hole area in nine years. 

This plantation may be regarded so far as purety experimental, but it 
has demonstrated that the ravine lands of the United Provinces can be success- 
fully afforested with babul. The financial success of the plantation has not 
yet been assured, but this is due largely to the experimental character and 
therefore high cost of the work, and to a succession of abnormal years of frost 
and drought ivhich greatly militated against success, and required the partial 
renew^al of sowing operations over the same ground for a few’ years in succes- 
sion. The plantation might have been more successful had closer supervision 
been possible, but as far as they go the results have been by no means un- 
satisfactory. 

The preliminary work of reclamation of these ravine lands consists of 
breaking down the steep sides of the ravines into gentler slopes and construct- 
ing at intervals across the ravines bunds of loose earth with suitable outlets 
for water dug in the hard ground round their ends : these bunds are con- 
structed at a comparatively cheap rate. This work is followed by the sowing 
of babul seed thickly along the bunds, on the sides of the ravines and on the 
elevated ground betw^'cen them. The soil is extremely poor, with layers of 
gravel and the latter in particular hindering the development of the 

taproot. The sowings have proved particulaiiy successful on the bunds of 
loose earth, which have become covered wdth dense promising crops of 
babul. 

Apart from the bund sowings, .which have alw^ays given the greatest 
success, three principal methods of sowing were tried : 

1. Ploughing in strips with broadcast sowing. This was carried out in 

places where the ground was sufficiently level : strips were ploughed to 
a width of 3 or 4 ft., a distance of about four paces separating the strips, and 
seed was sowm broadcast along the strips and covered by means of the agri- 
cultural After the first year the width of the ploughed strips w^as 

increased to 5 or 6 ft. Ploughing was carried out at the commencement of 
and after the end of the monsoon rains, that is up to the middle of July and in 
September and October, and again during the winter rains in December and 
January. Thorough ploughing is necessary to eradicate the roots of grass 
and weeds. 

2. Pitting. Where ploughing was impracticable, pits measuring ft. 
ill diameter and depth were dug at frequent intervals on contour lines, the 
loose earth being returned to the pits and the seed being sown on it : in the 
second year the size of the pits was reduced to 1 ft. in diameter and depth. 

3. Lining, This was a modified form of pitting in which the lines con- 
sisted of elongated pits along the contour. 
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In each case tKe seed was sown at the beginning of the year, and at the 
end of the first season the success, particularly in the case of the sowings in 
ploughed strips and along contour lines, was decidedly promising. A year of 
abnormal frost and twn years of abnormal drought, however, killed a large 
proportion of the young plants and seriously interfered with the success of 
the experiment. Indeed, throughout these sowings drought has proved the 
most serious source of injury, and success depends largely on years of good 
rainfall. The normal rainfall here is 32 in. 

The sowings on the more level parts of the plantation have proved least 
successful, owing to the poverty and hardness of the soil, which increase the 
danger from drought. The whole plantation has been fenced and regularly 
fire-protected. The crop of grass which sprang up with the sowings necessitated 
careful weeding from the first season. It w^as sometimes found necessary to 
weed more than once during the first season, and the weeding w^as continued 
in subsequent years until the plants w^ere well clear of grass and weeds. Hand- 
watering of the young plants was tried at one time, but had to be given up 
owing to its high cost. Fig. 164 shows the general aspect of the ravine lands 
in the Kalpi plantation, and Fig. 165 shows some of the results of the afforesta- 
tion work. 

More recent work in the afforestation of ravine lands in the Etawah 
district has given w^onderfully successful results even on the most unpromising 
ground, where owing to the denuded and hardened condition of the soil the 
whole rainfall drains off rapidly. The subsoil water-level is at a great depth, 
and the upper strata of the soil are excessively dry. On such ground great 
success has been attained by deep ploughing, sowing of tree seeds in June, 
and repeated weeding and loosening of the soil. The first weeding is carried 
out soon after the first showers of rain, and two more weedings are carried out 
before the end of October, the soil being well loosened at the time of the last 
weeding. The ravines themselves are reclaimed by the construction of earth 
bunds at intervals across their beds, with the object of holding up silt, and 
the bunds and beds of silt are sown up. The sides of the ravines are 
afforested by means of a system of contour trenches and ridges on which 
sowings are carried out. Apart from Acacia arahica it has been found 
possible to raise crops of teak, Dalhergia Sissoo, Gmelina arborea, and other 
species on these ravine lands. The total cost of reclamation and afforesta- 
tion amounts to between Rs. 50 and Rs. 60 per acre, inclusive of establish- 
ment charges and depreciation on plough bullocks and plant. The success 
of this work depends largely on the protection of the young plantations from 
grazing. 

Experimental plantations on saline lands. Experimental plantations of 
Acacia arahica and Prosopis spicigera on salt-impregnated lands in the Aligarh 
district are described by Mr. G. Greig in the Indian Forester, vol. ix (1883), 
p. 454. Success was obtained by digging pits 3 to 4 ft. deep and filling them 
with good soil, in which young nursery-raised plants were planted. The seed 
was sown in the nursery early in June, the seedlings being pricked out 2 ft. 
apart in July, when about 4 in. high, and transplanted early in the rainy 
season of the following year, when about 2 ft. high, great care being taken to 
keep moist earth, bound on with grass, round the roots. Transplanting was 
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also found to be possible, if carefully done, in December and Janiiary. Tlie 
plantations were regularly irrigated. Flooding was found to be injurious to 
the young trees ; the best method of irrigation proved to be by means of 
small channels 1 ft. broad and 1 ft. deep running along the edges of the lines 
of trees, the water being allowed to stand in the channels for several hours 
and to percolate into the pits in which the trees were planted. Eleven acres 
of the Pardilnagar plantation, on strongly saline land, had been planted in 
this way eight or nine years previously, and some tliree-foiirths of the area 
was densely covered with Acacia arabica trees 20 ft. or more in height. 

SILVICULTIJRAL TEEATMENT. Clear felUngs, The system under which the 
babul is most commonly worked is that of clear-felling in equal annual 
coupes with artificial reproduction by sowing under one of the methods already 
described. This system is the one in vogue in Berar, the Bombay Deccan, Sind, 
and the United Provinces, the rotation ordinarily employed being 25 or 30 
years in Berar, 30 or 40 years in the Bombay Deccan, and 30 years in Sind. 
Actually the rotation in Berar is two years shorter, the first two years being 
taken up with the cultivation of field crops prior to the sowing of babul. The 
tendency in Berar is to reduce the rotation, as experience has shown that 
after twenty years the babul is increasingly liable to fungus attacks. For 
the supply of tanning hark in the United Provinces a rotation of sixteen years 
is being adopted provisionally in afforestation schemes, though it is possible 
that in ravine lands it may be necessary to lengthen the rotation to twenty 
years. In Madras certain babul forests are worked under clear fellings, a few 
standards being sometimes left to provide natural reproduction. 

In Sind the management is complicated by cyclones, drought, and erosion, 
and by the necessity for irrigation. The first three factors upset the working 
plans from time to time, necessitating the temporary suspension of regular 
fellings to provide for the removal of dead and fallen material. Special 
‘ erosion fellings ’ are carried out to clear threatened banks in advance of the 
river’s action, with the object not only of utilizing the trees but also of pre- 
venting the formation in the river of snags which endanger navigation. Irriga- 
tion schemes of considerable magnitude and complexity are also a special 
feature of the management of the Sind babul forests. Reproduction is not 
altogether artificial, a certain amount of natural reproduction being also 
obtainable ; artificial sowings, therefore, though sometimes extensive, may be 
regarded as supplementary. A rotation of thirty years has been adopted 
primarily to meet the demand for fuel. The coupes are sold standing in 
August each year; the purchaser commences felling on October 1 or as 
soon afterwards as the floods subside, and completes felling and extraction 
by September 30 following, after which seed is broadcasted over the felled 
area. 

In some parts of Madras, where babul of moderate 
size coppices without difficulty, the system of coppice-with-standards is 
followed ; the standards left are few in number, and the coppice is usually 
worked on a rotation of fifteen to twenty years. 

Thinnings. Practice as regards the conduct of thinnings varies in different 
localities. In Sind thinnings are not carried out. In Berar they are con- 
sidered essential to the proper development of the crop. Regular thinnings 
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usually commence at an age of about ten years, and are repeated at intervals 
of five or six years ; tbey are carried out with sufficient intensity to free the 
crowns of the trees from contact with each other. In the Bombay Deccan 


regular thinnings are also the rule. 

Grazing, The question of closure to grazing has been carefully studied 
in Berar, and it is now recognized to be most beneficial to admit light grazing 
of cows and bullocks, one animal per 2 acres or sometimes up to one head per 
acre, as soon as the field crops are off the ground : this continues until the 
young crop is well established, that is for about five to seven years, after which 
the limit as to number is removed and buffaloes may also be admitted, but 
camels, goats, and sheep are excluded. In the Bombay Deccan closure to all 
kinds of grazing is prescribed for varyiilg periods up to fifteen years or even 
more. In Sind the coupes are closed to all grazing for five years from the 
date of sowing, though in view of the rank growth of grass which springs up 
it would probably be beneficial to admit light grazing of cows and bullocks at 
an earlier stage : this is recognized, and actually closure is enforced for the 
first six to twelve months only. Browsers are not admitted until ten years 
after sowing, though it would be advantageous to exclude them for a longer 
period, if not permanently. 

Bate of gbowth. The annual rings in Acacia arabica are indistinct, 
and much reliance cannot therefore be placed on the results ' of ring- 
countings. The rate of growth varies considerably, but under favourable 
conditions it is rapid. .The following recorded measurements refer to various 
localities : 

Punjab, Brandis ^ says that in the Punjab the tree attains a girth of 
2|- ft. in about twelve years, and 5 ft. in about thirty years. Mr. Minniken 
reported that in the Delhi Bela plantation a girth of 2 ft. was attained in 
7 1 years. 

Sind. Brandis ^ states that in lower and middle Sind the average girth 
at 4 ft. from ground-level has been ascertained to be 4 ft. in 35 years, and 
6 ft. in 55 years. He also mentions that trees planted in 1844 at Jacobabad 
reached in less than 30 years a girth of 6-8 ft. and a height of 50-60 ft. More 
recent measurements in the Jerruck forest division ^ in annually inundated 
coupes of known age from 5 to 18 years old showed a mean annual girth 
increment of 1*73 in. : on alluvial land the age of which was approximately 
known the mean annual girth increment up to 40 years w^as estimated to be 
1-67 in. 

In the Hyderabad forest division measurements of trees of known age 
gave the following results : ^ 


Age. 

Diameter. 

Correspoiidir 

years. 

in. 

ft, in. 

5 

1-8 

0 5-6 

10 

3-5 

0 11-0 

15 

50 

1 3*7 

20 

6-2 

1 . ' '7*5 


^ For. Flora N.-W. and Central India, p. 182. 

Revised Working Flan for the Jerruck Forest Division, D. J. Navani, 1915. 
3 Working Flan for the Hyderabad Forest Division, H. Mitra, 1900. 
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Bowhciy Decccin-. In the Ahmednagar forest' division following lias 
been estimated to be the average rate of growth, based on riiig-couiitiiigs : ^ 

Acacia arahica : rate of growth, Ahmednagar. 

Diameter at base 


Age. 

Height. 

without bark. 

Volume. 

yea.rs. 

ft. 


in. 

cub. ft. 

lo} 

20-25 ' 

' ^ 

" 2-5 

L 5*0 

0*5 

2-2 

151 

20/ 

30-40 


7*0 

Lio-0 

5*1 

9*0 

25 \ 

40-45 

J 

ri2-5 

16*0 

30/ 

1 

150 

24*0 


45-50 


ri7*5 

35*0 

40/ 


t20-0 

45*0 


The following measurements are recorded in the Poona babul forest 
working plan,^ though the working plan officer does not place absolute reliance 
on them since they are based on ring-countings : 

Acacia arahica : rate of growth, Poona. 

Mean radius. Mean radius. 


Age. 

Above flood- 
level. 

Below flood- 
level. 

Age. 

Above flood- 
level. 

Below flood- 
level. 

years. 

in. 

ill. 

years. 

in. 

in. 

5 

1*2 

1*4 

30 

5*3 

6*5 

10 

2-1 

2-4 

35 

6-2 

7*6 

15 

2*9 

3*4 

40 

7*2 

8*8 

20 

3*7 

4*4 

45 

8*3 

— 

25 

4*4 

5-4 

50 

9*4 



Berar. Mr. Shrinivasulu Nayadu ^ says that in Berar generalty speaking 
a babul crop attains a height of 12 to 15 ft. in ten years, and estimates that 
with proper cultural attention babul crops ought to produce about 1 ton or 
40 cub. ft. per acre per annum. In the Loni Bliongaon range w'orking plan 
the mean annual radial increment is estimated from ring-countings to be 
0*19 in., and the average yield of timber and fuel in existing coupes is estimated 
at 470 cub. ft. solid per acre. 

Sample plot measurements extending over four years in the Akola forest 
division gave the following results : 


Acacia arahica: rate of growth, Akola. 



Number of trees 

Girths of trees 

Mean annual girth 

Plot No. 

measured. 

measured. 

increment for 4 year 



in. 

in. 

1 

27 

30-56 

2*0 

2 

15 

16-46 

1*6 

3 " 

13 

15-30 

0*94 

4 

13 

15-33 

0*9 

5 

,6 ' 

24-50 

1*2 


^ Working Plan for the Fuel and Fodder Reserves of the Ahmednagar Division, R. S. F. 
Fagan, 1901.,, 

“ Working Plan for the Poona Babul Forest, L. Napier, 1902. 

® ^oc. Pt3. 504 and 512. 
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Madras. Mr. A. W. Lushington ^ records the following girth measurements, 
presumably excluding bark, based on ring-countings in the Guntur taluk of 
the Kistna district : 

Age (years) ... 10 15 20 25 30 35 

Girth (inches) . , 7*1 13-9 19-4 24-9 34*1 43-2 

The sapwood varied from three to six rings in thickness. He mentions 
elsewhere ^ that some samples gave an average of 11 rings per inch of radius : 
this rate of growth, equivalent to a mean annual girth increment of about 
4|- in., is extremely rapid. The soil is black cotton, and the normal rainfall is 
about 34 in. 

2. Acacia IcucopMoea, Willd. Syn. Mimosa leucophloea, Roxb. White- 
barked acacia, Vern. Eeni, rinj^ raunj, rhea, safed kikar, Hind. ; Heivar, 
Mar. ; Velmylam, Tam. ; Telia tuma, Tel. ; Tanaung, Burm. (Fig. 167.) 

A moderate-sized to large thorny deciduous tree, with a somewhat spread- 
ing crown and a trunk often crooked and gnarled. Bark light yellowish grey 
to nearly white, smooth, exfoliating in irregular scales, light red inside ; bark of 
older trees rough and nearly black. Heartwood comparatively small, reddish 
browm streaked with darker and lighter colour, strong and hard. The wood, 
which is not of great value, is used for posts and beams, carts, wheels, agricul- 
tural implements and turning, also for fuel. 

Distribution and habitat. This tree is found on the plains of the 
Punjab and United Provinces, particularly in the drier parts, in the Siwalik 
hills between the Jumna and the Ravi, Rajputana, central, western, and 
southern India, and Burma, chiefly in the dry zone. It is characteristic of 
dry regions, occurring chiefly in open scrub or thorn forests. In the Indian 
Peninsula it is often very common on trap and on black cotton soil, though it 
is also fomid on other geological formations. In the Deccan, the south Mahratta 
country, and the Central Provinces its associates vary from place to place, 
but include some or all of the following species : Acacia Catechu, Zizyphus 
Jujuha, Z, Xylopyrus, Prosopis spicigera, Ghloroxylon Swietenia, Soymida 
febrifuga, Diospyros Melanoxylon, Aegle Marmelos, Butea frondosa, Anogeissus 
latijolia, Cassia Fistula, AzadiraGhta indica, n>nd other species, while in southern 
India in addition to most of these it is commonly associated with Acacia 
Latronum, A, eburnea, Alhizzia amara, Canthium parviflorum, Dolicha-ndrone 
crispa. 

In the dry zone of Burma it is one of the most characteristic trees, forming 
somewhat open forests, often on poor shallow soil, in association with Acacw 
Catechu, Terminalia Oliveri, Tectona Hamiltoniana, Zizyphus Jujuha, Limonia 
acidissima, and other dry zone species. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 105° to 120° F., the absolute minimum from 30° to 55° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 18 to 60 in. 

Lear-shed DING-, elowebing, and eruiting. The tree is leafless towards 
the end of the cold season and in the earlier part of the hot season, the new 
leaves appearing about April. The yellowish white flowers, in small globose 

4- Ind. Forester, xxi (1895), p. 255. 

‘^Preliminary Working Scheme for the Guntur Babul Working Circle, Kistna District, 
1893. ' 


ACACIA 


445 


heads 0*25 in. in diameter, arranged in large terminal panicles, appear from 
August to November (sometimes May, according to Brandis) ; the tree is 
a conspicuous sight when in blossom. The pods, 4-8 in. long by 0*2-(l*35 in. 
broad, flat, slightly curved, ripen from April to June (or earlier?). The pods 
are 10- to 20-seeded, and are scarcely dehiscent. The seeds (Fig. 166, are 
irregularly elliptical or rliomboidal, 0-2-0'25 in. by 0-15-0-2 in., dark brown, 
smooth, shining, compressed, with a hard testa : about 200 weigh 1 oz. 
The seed germinates readily with moisture and warmth, and does not recpiire 
any special preparation. 

Gebminatioiv (Fig. 166, h-e). Epigeous. The radicle emerges, the 
hypocotyl elongating with slight arcliing and carrying the cotyledons above 
ground; the testa usually remains partially enclosing the cotyledons until 
they expand, when it falls to the ground. 

The seedling (Fig. 166 ). 

Boots : primary root long, terete, tapering, -wiry, white turning yeilowisli 
brown : lateral roots fairly numerous, fine, fibrous : nodules present. Hypo- 
cotyl distinct from root, 0*4-1 *5 m. long, terete, tapering slightly upwards, 
expanded in a ring at the base, white turning green, glabrous. Cotyledons : 
petiole 0*1 in. long or less, glabrous : lamina 0*3-0*4 in. by 0*25-0*35 in., 
plano-convex, somewhat fleshy, ovate obovate or oblong, apek rounded, base 
broadly sagittate, entire, glabrous, bright green above, paler beneath. Stem 
erect, somewhat zigzag at the nodes, wiry, glabrous, green turning brown ; 
internodes 0*3-1 *2 in. long. Leaves alternate. Stipular spines 0-1-0-2 in. long. 
First leaf once-paripinnate, rachis 0*5-0*7 in. long, terminating in a fine bristle, 
leaflets 4-8, usually six pairs, sub-sessile, 0*1-0*25 in. by 0*1 in. or less, obliquely 
oblong, entire, glabrous, mueronate ; next six or more leaves bipinnate with 
one pair of pinnae and 5-15 leaflets on each pinna ; siibsequent leaves with 
two pairs, followed in the second season by leaves with three or four pairs of 
pinnae. 

In loose fertile soil the growth of the seedling is fairly rapid, a height of 
2 ft. or more being attained by the end of the first season. Under usual natural 
conditions in poor dry soil, however, the young plant grows slowly. A long 
taproot is developed early, and may reach a length of 1 ft. in the first month. 
Loose deep soil is very favourable to its development, and stiff clay is 
prejudicial. The seedling is sensitive to suppression by weeds : it is also very 
tender to frost, but has good power of recovery when kiUed back. Seedlings 
raised at Dehra Dun ceased growing by November-December, and new growth 
commenced in February-March. 

SiLViOHLTiJRAL CHARACTERS. Acacia Uucopliloea is a decided light- 
demander. It stands drought well, and was not affected by the abnormal 
drought of 1899-1900 in the Indian Peninsula. Though young seedlings are 
sensitive to frost the tree itself is frost-hardy within its habitat : in the severe 
frost of 1910-11 in the Central Provinces it proved to be one of the hardiest 
of the indigenous trees. It suffers from browsing, goats in particular being 
very partial to it. It coppices well and produces root-suckers. 

Artificial REPRODUCTION. Experiments at Dehra Dun showed that 
direct sowing is more successful than transplanting. Young seedlings were 
found-to transplant fairly well early in the first rainy season, but the trans- 
planting checked their growth. Line sowings were found to be the most 
successful, as it is necessary to weed regiilaiiy, and this can be done most 
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effectively along lines. Sowings have given good results in AJiner-Merwara 
in places where the soil was not too dry. lane sowings in conjnnction with 
the raising of field crops have been tried experimentally in Berar., and this 
system would appear to be the most satisfactory one to adopt : the details of 
this form of sowing are given on p. 435, under Acacia arabka. 

Rate oe growth. Reliable statisties of rate of growth are wanting. 
The tree is generally considered to be slow giwving. A section 2 ft. 5 in. in 
girth, including bark, in the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun had 31 rings, 
giving a mean annual girth increment of 0-94 in. 

3. Acaeia Catechu, Willd. Cutch tree. Syn. A. Stmdra, DC. ; Mimosa 
Catechu, Linn. Vem. Khair, Hind., Mar. ; Kagli, shemi, Kan. ; Kamngalli, 
Tam. ; Sundra, tella tumma, Tel. ; Sha, Burm. 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree with a light feathery crown, the branch- 
lets armed with twin hooked prickles. Bark 0-4^0-5 in. thick, dark grey or 
greyish brown, rough, exfoliating in long narrow strips, bromi and red inside. 
Sapwood yellowish white ; heartwood dark or light red, very hard and durable. 
The wood is largely used for house-posts, agricultural implements, wheels, 
tool-handles, and other purposes : it also gives excellent fuel and charcoal. 
The substances cutch and hath are obtained by boiling down chips of the 
heartwood : the former is largely exported for dyeing and tanning, and the 
latter is used for chewing with betel-nut. The tree sometimes reaches a fair 
size: Fig. 168 shows one 10 ft. 6 in. in girth. Brain’- distinguishes three 
varieties ; 

(1) Var. Catechu proper. Calyx, petals, and rachis covered with spreading 
hairs. Chiefly in the Punjab, Garhwal and Kumaun, Bihar, Ganjam, and in 
the Irrawaddy valley : also in North Kanara and the Konkan (Talbot). 

(2) Var. catechuoides. Calyx and petals glabrous, rachis ' puberulous. 
Chiefly in the Sikldm tarai and Assam, also in Upper Burma, Mysore, and the 
Nilgiris. 

(3) Var. Sundra. Calyx, petals, and rachis all glabrous. Chiefly in the 
Indian Peninsula and Upper Burma. 

Disteibxjtioh and habitat. Throughout the greater part of India and 
Burma, except in the most Iiumid regions! The tree is most typically found 
in one of two main classes of forest : (1) in the shingly or sandy alluvial beds 
of rivers and streams which may or may not be dry for a considerable portion 
of the year ; here it is markedly gregarious, often forming entirely pure 
forests : (2) in dry types of forest on high land away from watercourses, 
where it is frequently more or less gregarious, though commonly mixed with 
other species characteristic of dry regions. Examples of forest types in 
different localities are given below, and it will be seen that although the tree 
is capable of growing on the poorest soil in dry localities, it occurs also in 
mixed forest of good quality — as in the drier types of teak forest in Burma— 
where it may attain considerable dimensions. 

Bock and soil. Acacia Catechu occurs on a variety of geological formations 
and soils, though it undoubtedly thrives best on porous alluvium composed 
of sand and shingle and on well-drained sandstone, as in the Pegu Yoma. 
It is known to occur on granite, gneiss, schist, quartzite, shale, basalt, trap, 
^ Join’ll. As. Soc. Bengal, LXVI, ii (1898), p. 508. 
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limestone, conglomerate, and laterite, while as regards soil it is common on 
sandy and gravelly aUuvium, and on loam or gravel with varying proportions 
of sand and clay ; it grows also on black cotton soil. It is frequent on and 
shallow stony soil and grows even on sheet rock. In the poor shadow soils 
composed of mtirram or hanhm\ which are frequent m parts oi the Indiai 
Peninsula, it grows where few other species are able to survive ; this adapta- 
bility is seen also in parts of the sub-Himalayan tract, where it grows pure, 
though in stunted form, on poor hard soil composed largely of calcareous 
nodules, where hardly any other tree can exist. On stiff clay where the drainage 

is bad it becomes stunted and tends to die off early. . , , • , 

Climate. Acacia Catechu is essentially a tree of comparatively dry regions, 
though in its alluvial form it extends into regions of heavy rainfall, as m the 
eastern sub-Himalayan tract, where it is found in places where the rainfall 
is as much as 150 in. In gravelly riverain tracts, however, it has few com- 
petitors and is no doubt enabled to establish itself for that reason Away 
from riverain tracts it occurs ordinarily in localities where the normal rainfall 
varies from 20 to 85 in. In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade 
temperature varies from 105° to 120° F., and the al3solute minimum from 


Local occurrence. Suh-Himalayan tract. Acacia Catechu is common 
throughout the sub-Himalayan tract from the Indus to Assam, ascending the 
Himalayan vaUeys to 3,000 ft. and sometimes to 4,000 ft. From the Jumna 
eastwards it occurs either gregariously in the beds of rivers and streams or 
in various types of dry mixed forest, where it may be either more or less 
crregarious or scattered. The riverain khair forests of northern India are very 
characteristic. They spring up on new aUuvium along the banks or in the 
beds of the rivers and streams in the valleys of the outer Himalaya and the 
Siwalik range, on deposits of sand, shingle, and boulders, extending some 
distance out into the plains provided the alluvium remains sandy or shingly 
and does not reach the consistency of soft mud. In these alluvial forests the 
klMir is either pure or mixed with Dalbergia Sissoo, and occasionally with 
Acacia eburnea, Bombax malabaricum, Albizzia procera, and a few other species. 
It is also associated with characteristic grasses, the chief of which are Saccharum 
Munja, 8. spontaneum (xerophilous form), Aristida cyanantha, Tnraphis mada- 
gascariensis, and Andropogon monticola. There is often a dense undergrowth 
oiAdhatoda Vasica in these riverain forests. The gregarious habit of the tree 

in this type of forest is shown in Fig. 169. 

At the higher elevations it meets the hill species ; for example, above 
Ratighat in the Naini Tal hills, at 4,000 ft., it grows in a river-bed with 
Quercus incana and Pinus longifolia growing on the slopes down to the edge 
of the river ; in the same locality it is found mixed with Oeltis australis on old 


riverain boulder beds. 

In non-riverain tracts the tree occurs either in scattered savannah lands 
or in various types of dry mixed forest, sometimes as a survival from former 
riverain forest which has become elevated at no very distant date above the 
river-bed owing to changes in the course of the river, but frequently on land, 
both flat and hilly, which shows no such recent transition, or on which it has 
sprung up naturally after the land has ceased to be new alluvium. In such 






Fia. 169. Riverain forest of Acacia Catechu, Siwaliks, United Provinces : the tall grass is Saccharum MuTcja. 
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tracts the kJiair is frequently mixed with a variety of deciduous species, siicli 
as Dalbergia Sissoo^ Bomhax malabaricimi, Ganiga pinnata, Odina Ifocfier, 
EJiretia laevis, PhyUantMis EmhUca, Zizyphus Jujuba, Bauhinia 7 *(iceniosa, 
Holaffhcna antidyseiiieftca, and others. On drier and poorer ground it is stunted,, 
but survives under conditions which are unfavourable to the existence of 
almost every other species. Stiildng examples of its hardiness occur in certain 
parts of the submontane mixed forests of the Gonda district in the United 
Provinces, on undulating ground intersected by ravines ; the soil, besides 
being very poor, is subject to erosion, which is hastened by grazing, and 
the roots of the trees are in consequence much exposed, as shown in 
Pig. 172. In the poorest parts of these tracts Acacia Catechu occurs pure, 
nothing else being capable of growing, but where the soil is somewhat more 
favourable it is associated with stunted specimens of Diospyros tomentosa^ 
Anogeissm laUfoUa^ Buclianania latifoUa, and Nyctanthes Arbor -tristis. The 
soil, which is excessively poor, is a reddish -clay with calcareous nodular 
pebbles. 

West of the Jumna the riverain type of khair forest is scarce, being 
confined to a few localities, for example in parts of the Kangra valley, but the 
tree is common on the dry foot-hills, often associated with A, modesta, and 
extends in some places into the region of Pinus longifolia. 

In the sub-Himalayan tract Acacia Catechu occurs in localities where the 
normal rainfall varies from 25 to 180 in. 

Indian Peninsula. The tree is common throughout the greater part of 
the Indian Peninsula in dry types of mixed forest on a variety of geological 
formations and soils. 

In the Central Provinces and elsewhere it occurs in open grass-lands, and 
in teak forest of a dry type as well as in forest devoid of teak, its commoner 
associates being Terminalia tomentosa, T. Chebida, Lagerstroemia %mTvifiora, 
Anogeissus latifolia, Diospyros Melanoxylon, Ougeinia dalbergioides, Buchananiu 
latifolia, Zizyphus Jujtiha, Z. Xylopynis, Aegle Marmelos, Odina Wodier, Butea 
frondosa, Acacia leucophloea, Cochlospermum Gossypium, Holarrhena anti- 
dysenterica, PhyllantJms Emblica, Chloroxylon Sivietenia, Soymida febrifuga^ 
Cleistanthus collimis, Gardenia latifolia, G. lucida, and other trees, as well as 
the bamboo Dendrocalamus strictus. On dry hills it is found with BostveUia 
serrata dkiid Sterculia urens, in places where the soil is poor and shallow, with 
sheet rock cropping out. It is also found associated with Hardwickia binata 
on trap or on gravelly soil. In the Central Provinces it is one of the commonest 
species in a poor stunted type of forest where the soil has an excess of calcareous 
nodules on the surface, its chief associates here being Chloroxylon Swietenia, 
Soymida febrifuga, Diospyros Melanoxylon, Buchanania latifolia, and Ter- 
minalia tomentosa. 

In Bombay it occurs in Guzerat, the Deccan, and the South Mahratta 
country in dry open thorn forests. It is associated with many of the species 
already named as well as with Prosopis spicigera and sometimes Acacm arahica ; 
here also it forms poor stunted types of forest on dry calcareous or mMTUW 
soil. Talbot says that it ascends to 3,700 ft. in the Khandesh Akrani, and that 
it occurs nearly pure in larger or smaller patches on the low level laterite 
near the sea-coast in North Kanara and the Konkan. In the Dangs of Surat 
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it is common, but not so plentiful as it once was, having been heavily worked 
at one time for catechu boiling. 

In Chota Nagpur it is found not only in dry mixed deciduous forest but 
also frequently in association with sal. It occurs in the dry forests of Central 
India and Rajputana, often growing on mere sheet rock in the hilly tracts. 
It is common in Merwara associated with Anogeissus fendida, Alhizzia. odora- 
tissiim, Bosimllia serrata, Acacia leticopUoea, and other species. 

In Madras it is common in dry mixed forests, often on dry stony soil, 
associated with Acacia leueopMoea, Alhizzia amara, A. odorafdssima, Ghloroxylon 
Swieteniad Prosopis spicigcra, Cassia Fistula, Anogeissus latifolia, Zizypims 
Jujuha, Z, Xylopyrus, Santalum album, Hardwickia hinata, and others. 

Burma. Acacia Catechu is one of the commonest trees in the dry zone 
of Upper Burma, where it occurs partly in the form of pure crops in the sandy 
beds of streams and partly on dry ground away from rivers and streams. 
The riverain cutch attains fairly large dimensions, but the trees on the higher 
ground are often stunted, forming scrub forests in association with Acacia 
leucophloea, Terminalia Oliveri, T. tomentosa, Tectona Hamiltoniana, Capparis 
hurmanica, C. jlavicans, Cassia renigera, Bauhinia racemosa, Zizyphus Jujuha, 
Azadirachta indica, Diospyros hurmanica, Limonia acidissima, Flacourtia cata- 
phracta, Gardenia turgida, Phyllanthus Emhlica, Pentacme suavis, and occa- 
sionally Dipferocarpus tuherculatus. In this dry region, where the rainfall 
varies from about 23 to 40 in. and the soil is often poor and shallow, the trees 
are for the most part of small size and the crop is open. Cutch trees were 
formerly more plentiful than they are now, but have been extensively cut out 
for cutch boiling, not only the stems but also the stumps and main roots 
having been utilized for this purpose. 

In Burma the tree extends well outside the dry zone proper, occurring 
both in Upper and in Lower Burma and in the Shan States in mixed deciduous 
forests with or without teak, in association with Terminalia tomentosa, T. Che- 
hula, Xylia dolahriformis, Homalium tomentosum, Pterocarpus macrocarpus, 
Dalhergia cultrata, Pentacme suavis, Shorea ohtusa, and many other species 
characteristic of the drier types of the upper mixed forest. Bamboos are 
also common, the chief being Dendrocalamus strictus, Bamhusa Tulda, and 
Cephalostachyum per gracile. In the Pegu Yoma the tree extends southward 
to the northern part of the Tharrawaddy district, where on the well-drained 
sandstones and shales of this range it attains large dimensions, the minimum 
feUing diameter under the Taungnyo working plan being fixed at 1 ft. 6 in. 
In the Thayetmyo forest division (East Yoma and other reserves) the exploit- 
able girth is fixed at 4|- ft. In Burma it does not extend into regions with 
a rainfall higher than 65 in. 

LEAF-SHEBDixa, ELOWERixa, AXD EETJiTiNG. The tree is leafless for a time 
during the hot season. In northern India the leaves are shed about February, 
the new leaves appearing towards the end of April or during May. When 
leafless the forests have a grey and dreary appearance, in strong contrast 
to the fresh green of the sissoo crops, which by that time have come into new 
leaf. By June, however, the forests have acquired their new delicate 
green feathery foliage, and are a beautiful sight. The whitish flowering spikes, 
2-3’5 in. long, which are axillary on the young shoots, appear with the new 
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Fig. 170. Acacia Catechu— -Sv^^^hmo: x |- 

a— Fruit b— Seed c - g— Germination stages h -j— Early development of seedling, first season 

k— Seedling towards end of second season 
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leaves, and add to tlie beauty of the trees. The trees continue in flower until 
July or August, sometimes later. The pods develop rapidly, becoming full- 
sized by September or October, and turning from green to reddish green and 
then to brown : they begin to ripen by the end of November and continue 
ripening during December and early Janiiarju The pods (Fig. 170, a], are 
2-4 in. long by 0-4-0-6 in. broad, straight, fiat, dark bromi, shining, dehiscent, 
usually three- to six-seeded. The seeds (Fig. 170, ?>) are 0-25-0-35 in. b}-* 
0-2-0-3 in., broadly ovate or orbicular, dark greenish brown, smooth, shining, 
moderately hard, with a hard testa which becomes soft and pliant on soaking. 
About 900-1,100 seeds weigh 1 oz. 

The pods dehisce not long after ripening, and commence falling in Jaiiuary, 
continuing to fall in the succeeding months : the seeds adhere to the pod 
valves, and the latter being light are often blown to a considerable distance 
from the trees, dissemination of the seed being effected in this way. In alluvial 
tracts the dissemination of the seed is further effected by water. Some pods 
remain on the tree until the following October, by which time, however, the 
seed has become so damaged by insects as to be useless. 

As a rule the tree seeds well every year. The seed can best be collected 
by stripping the pods off the trees in December or early January and spreading 
them in the sun for a few days. The seeds cling tenaciously to the pod valves, 
and in order to detach them it is necessary to heap the pods on a large cloth 
and beat them well with sticks, after which the seeds can be separated by 
shaking and winnowing in a flat basket. 

The seed is badly subject to insect attacks, even when carefully stored. 
Seed kept for one year was tested at Dehra Dun and found to be quite unfertile : 
it is not certain how far this was due to insect attacks. It is advisable, there- 
fore, to sow the seed the year in which it is collected. The fertility of fresh 
undamaged seed is high. The seed germinates readily with moderate rain, 
and requires no special preparation to stimulate germination. 

Germixatiok (Fig. 170, c-g). Epigeous. The radicle emerges first and 
curves downwards ; the hypocotyl then elongates, with or without arching, 
and raises above ground the cotyledons enveloped by the testa. The cotyledons 
expand, turning from yellow to pale green, and the testa falls to the ground. 

The seedling (Fig. 170). 

Roots: primary root long, wiry, thickening considerably after a few 
months, terete, tapering, whitish or pale brown becoming darker brown : 
lateral roots few to numerous, short, fibrous or mry, distributed down main 
root : nodules present. distinct from root, 0-5-0-8 in. long, terete, 

expanded in a ring at the base, white becoming green, glabrous or sparsely 
pubescent in upper part. Cotyledons very shortly petiolate, plano-convex, 
somewhat fleshy, 0-3-0 -4 in. in diameter, orbicular, entire, base sagittate, 
glabrous, yellow becoming green, obscurely 3-veined. Stem erect, somewhat 
zigzag at the nodes, thin, delicate at first, becoming wiry, green or reddisli, 
young parts pubescent, elsewhere glabrous or neaiiy so. alternate. 

Stipules minute, subulate, caducous. First leaf once paripiniiate with three 
to four pairs of opposite leaflets 0-2-0-25 in. by 0-1 in., rachis pubescent; 
subsequent leaves bipinnate, at first with one pair, then with two pairs of 
pinnae, each pinna at first with 3-5 pairs of leaflets, the number increasing 
with succeeding leaves, leaflets 0-2-0-4 in. by 0-1-0-2 in. ; the number of 
pinnae increases in subsequent leaves. 

' ' 1 . 2 . 
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Under favourable conditions the growth of the seedling is rapid from the 
commencement, plants regularly weeded and watered attaining a height of 
3 ft. or more in three months from germination. Branching takes place at 
an early age, and the general habit is more or less straggling. The seedling 
develops a long taproot, which may attain a length of 2 ft. or more in three 
months. 

Under natural conditions the growth of the seedlings may be extremely 
slow, particularly if they are hampered by weeds or subject to damage by 
grazing. Thus a plot of natural seedlings 200 sq. ft. in area on sand and 
sMiigle among scattered tufts of grass about 3 ft. high in a dry river-bed in 
the Swaliks was kept under observation for about years : the following 
shows the number of seedlings coimted and their maximum height at different 
stages : 


Date of observation. 

December 11, 1910 (end of 1st season) . 
December 28, 1911 (end of 2nd season) 
December 19, 1913 (end of 4th season) . 
April 14, 1915 (beginning of 6th season) 


of seedlings 

Maximum height 

present. 

of seedlings. 


ft. 

in. 

201 

0 

6 



1 

0 

74 

0 

11 

24 

0 

10 


These results show a steady diminution in the number of seedlings and no 
progress in their gi'owth, this being due mainly to damage by grazing ; nearly 
all the survivors w^ere found in the ‘clumps of grass, where they received 
a certain amount of protection. 

The beneficial results of irrigation and weeding, of which the latter is of 
even more importance than the former, are w'ell demonstrated by the following 
figures showing the development of seedlings in various experimental plots 
at Dehra Dun : 


Acacia Gatechu ; development of seedlings under varying treatment. 


Time of ob- 
servation. 


Irrigated. 

Regularly weeded. Not weeded. 


Not weeded. 


End of 1st Maximum height Maximum height 
season 5 ft. 2 in. 5 in. 

(very vigorous) , (weakly) 


End of 2nd Maximum height Maximum height 
season 10 ft. 3 in, 1 ft. 0 in, 

(very vigoroixs) 


Unirrigated. 

Regularly 'weeded. 

ft. in. ft. in. 

(1) Maximum height 0 8 (1) Maximum height 0 5 

(fairly vigorous) (very weakly) 

0 6 
0 6 

0 7 

. 1 . 5 

1 , 1 

1 
2 


(2) 


3 

8 

(2) „ 


(3) „ 

?> 

2 

3 

(3) , 

Vi 

(1) .. 


4 

0 

(1) „ 

. 55 

(2) 


6 

3 

(2) „ 

vv 

(3) „ 

,, 

12 

9 

(3) „ 

Vi 

(4) „ 


12 

0 

(4) „ 

Vi 

(5) „ 

Vi 

10 

0 

(5) 

a 


End of 3rd Maximum height Maximum height 
season 14 ft. 0 in. 1 ft. 1 in. 

(very vigorous) 


( 1 ) 


9 


(2) Maximum height 18 

Mean height 8 

Maximum girth 0 

(3) Maximum height 14 

(4) Maximum height 17 

Mean height 6 

Maximum girth 0 


6 

8 

4 

7 

10 

9 

0 

■ 7 ^ 


(1) Height 2 ft. 6 in. to 7 ft. : 
thin lanky stems among 
growth of weeds 


111 most of the im weeded plots the seedlings were all killed out by suppression 

or had damped off before the end of tbe third season. One of the commonest 
forms of mortality in the ease of seedlings in a heavy growth of weeds is the 
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damping of to which they are subject during the rains : in tall open grass, 
however, where they are not subjected to' such a degree of damp, thej- are 
capable of making their way up successfully, though their development is 
comparatively slow during the process. 

The effect of light on the development of the seedling has been studied 
at Dehra Dun in the case of plants grown in plots under varying degrees of, 
shade : these tests proved the seedlings to be strongly light-demanding, and 
liable to be killed out in one season where the shade is at all dense. The 
seedlings are ffrost-tender during the first few years, and are also apt to suffer 
from drought during long periods of dry weather. In dry regions then- some- 
times die back for a few years in succession, eventually shooting up after the 
root has established itself. Rats do much injury to the seedlings by gnawing 
through the taproots. The power of recovery of the plants, however, is good, 
numerous cases having been obseiwed of new shoots being sent up from the 
portions of the taproots left in the ground after this form of damage. Similar 
new shoots were found to be sent up from the roots in the case of plants 
thinned out in unirrigated line sowings at Dehra Dun, in which the taproots 
were severed a few inches below ground-level. Young plants are very subject 
to browsing by deer. 

SiLVicuLTUitAL CHAEACTEES. Acacia CaUclm is a strong light-demander. 
Within its habitat it is decidedly frost-hardy, though young seedlings are 
somewhat tender : in the abnormal frost of 1905 in northern India it stood 
the frost better than most species, though young coppice growth was killed 
back. It is often found thriving in frosty grass-lands where tender species 
succumb. Although decidedly xerophiious in character, and capable of growing 
in dry situations where almost every other species fails to survive, it may 
suffer severely in years of abnormal drought, as in 1899-1900 and subsequently 
in the Indian Peninsula, and in 1914-15 in Palamaii, Chota Nagpur. In the 
abnormal drought of 1907 and 1908 in Oudh it was unaffected on the low 
alluvial lands where it grows. 

The tree coppices well up to a moderate size and produces root-suckers, 
particularly where the roots have been exposed : coppice-shoots, however, 
require complete light for their development, and under shade they are 
frequently not produced at all, the stools dying off. It is very subject to 
damage by browsing, and responds readily to closure to grazing. Porcupines 
are particularly destructive to the trees, gnawing the bark off round their 
bases and often killing them. Ranger Basti Ram ^ reports that he has found 
a smearing of lime efficacious in keeping them off. An American plan for 
dealing with porcupines is to soak small boards in brine and Strychnine and 
nail them to the bases of the trees ; the porcupines have a partiality for salt 
and gnaw the boards, dying of strychnine poisoning. 

In the mixed forests Acacia Catechu is subject to the usual damage from 
climbers. In the sub-Himalayan alluvial forests a very characteristic climber 
is Dregea voluhilis, which does great damage ; other common climbers in these 
forests are Cryptolepis Btichanani and VaUaris Heynei, 

^ Under natural conditions the seed is dis- 

seminated by wind, the seeds adhering to the light pod-valves ; in alluvial 
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tracts water is also an important agency. Germination takes place early in 
the rainy season, and the early development of the seedling is greatly favoured 
on loose soil free from weeds. Thus on alluvial sand or gravel countless numbers 
of small seedlings may be found in the early part of the rainy season, not only 
ill the open, but also under comparatively dense cover. In the latter case they 
die rapidly owing mainly to shade and to damping oh, and by the end of the 
season hardly a seedling is to be found. In the open a fair proportion Survive 
I provided they are protected from grazing : frequently, however, there is high 

' mortality from drought, particularly if the soil is stiff or shallow and the roots 

i l have difficulty in penetrating it. The seed germinates readily with heavy 

t i rain, and although germination takes place ordinarily at the commencement 

U, " of the monsoon it may begin earlier in the season if abnormal falls of rain 

occur ; when this happens the seedlings almost invariably die off or the 
germinating seed perishes in the ensuing spell of dry weather. Such mortality 

ii is particularly marked in the case of seeds germinating on the surface of the 

ground. Experiments at Dehra Dun showed that this early germination takes 
place more readily on ground exposed to the sun than in shady places, owing 

h to the greater warmth in the former case. In alluvial riverain situations the 

j tufts of grass which frequently appear on new ground, provided they are not 

'j too dense, act as a useful protection from drought in the early stages. In wet 

1 and sodden grass, however, the seedlings damp off. 

I i The adverse effects of grazing have been alluded to above, under Hhe seed- 

ling in the case of a riverain plot in the Siwaliks. A striking example of 
the benefits of closure to grazing came under my notice in the submontane 
mixed forests of the Gonda district. United Provinces, along a central fireline 
which separated a block of forest permanently closed to grazing from an 
adjoining block open to grazing. The forest on either side of the line was 
similar, except that on the side closed to grazing hhair trees of all sizes filled 
. ; up every gap, while on the side open to grazing this species was represented 

by only a few old trees. In one part the grazed forest consisted of a rather 
open growth of nearly pure iael {Aegle Marmelos), while on the opposite side 
of the line the forest closed to grazing consisted of a dense crop of khair with 
bael trees scattered through it. Numerous other instances might be quoted 
of the adverse effects of grazing on the natural reproduction of Acacia Catechu, 
but the above will suffice. 

Forest Ranger A. K. Desai^ remarks on the large quantity of hhair 
reproduction which appeared in gaps formed by the heavy exploitation of 
trees killed by the abnormal drought of 1899-1900 in the Godhra range of the 
Panch Mahals, Bombay, this reproduction being stimulated by the admission 
of light and warmth, and no doubt also by the breaking up of the soil during 
the extraction of the timber. 

The freedom with which natural reproduction springs up in alluvial 
riverain tracts is remarkable. The chief factors favouring it in such localities 
are the new loose soil free from heavy weeds and the abundance of light, while 
the soil moisture obtained by percolation no doubt also assists the development 
of the seedlings. As the crops become older and elevated above the river-bed 
through changes in the course , of the river, the conditions for natural repro- 
^ Ind. Forester, sxxiv (1908), p. 15. 





/ \ y> 


Line sowings of Acacia Catechu months old in eon junction 
with field crops, Dehra Dun. 


Fig. 172. Acacia Catechu on very poor eroded ground, Gonda district, 1 nited Pro\inces. 
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Fig. 173. Acacia Catechu, unirrigated line sowings, weeded and thinned, end of third season. 
Delira Dun ; maximum height 18 ft. 8 in., maximum girth / in. 
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diiction change. The ground becomes harder and a dense undergrowth of 
Adlmtoda Vasica or other plants frequently makes its appearance. Under 
such conditions natural reproduction is no longer possible, and althoiigli it 
continues to take place where new alluYium is thrown up it ceases under the 
old crops. 

Artificial eeprobuctiois . Numerous expeiiments in the artificial repro- 
duction of Acacia Gatechu have been carried out at Delira Dun. These have 
shown that transplanting cannot be relied on, but that direct son ing. if carried 
out properly, is highly successful. Transplanting was tried under different 
conditions, both in the first and in the second season, and moderate success 
was attained only by transplanting young plants early in the first rainy season, 
care being taken to avoid any injury to the root-system. This, however, does 
not axipear to be the experience everywhere, for Mr. Pearson ^ sajvs regarding 
this species in Bombay : ‘ The only results at all favourable with kJimr are 
those when carried out with large plants.’ In the Debra Dun experiments 
pruning of the roots and stem inv^ariably resulted in the death of the 
seedling. 

The success of direct sowings depends on : (1) the degree to which the soil 
is kept loose for the first two years or so after sowing; (2) thorough weeding; 
(3) abundance of light from the commencement. In addition the thinning 
out of the young plants has a marked effect on their development. Inigation 
undoubtedly stimulates the growffh of the plants, but is not essential provided 
regular loosening of the soil is carried out. 

In the Debra Dun experiments the greatest success was attained by line 
sowings, particularly in combination with the raising of field crops. A distance 
of 8 to 10 ft. betw^een the lines should be sufficient. It was found necessary 
to sow the Miair seed along the lines in clear strips 2 to 3 ft. wide, the field 
crops being sown in the intervening spaces (see Fig. 171). Where the crops 
were sown continuously over the area many of the seedlings were killed by 
suppression, the development of the survivors was poor and the stocking wns 
incomplete, while the sudden exposure when the crops were reaped caused 
the leav^es of the seedlings to fall prematurety and many of the seedlings to 
die down partially. The field crop employed w-as the lesser millet or mmidim 
{Elmsim coracana), which was sown in May or June and reaped in October : 
the land was cleared forest land, and the millet crop w^as dense and heavy 
and up to 3| ft, in height. The Miair seed was sowm at the same time as the 
miUet, and the lines were kept weeded both when the crops were on the ^’ouiid 
aild after they were reaped. The results along the w^eeded lines were admirable, 
the seedlings being plentiful and vigorous and attaining a maximum height 
of 2 ft. 3 in. by the end of the first season and 6 ft. 3 in., with an average of 
4 ft. 3 in., by the end of the second season. Regular thinning of plants, com- 
mencing from the end of the first season, stimulated their development greatly. 
The necessity for regular w^eeding may be realized from the fact that one line 
was left unweeded after the reaping of the crop, with the result that by the 
end of the next season every seedling had been killed by weeds. 

In the Debra Dun experiments, weeded line sowings without field crops 
also prov^ed highly successful where the soil was thoroughly loosened before 
^ Lid. Forester, xxxi (1905), p. 638. 
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sowing, and regular weeding, thinning, and loosening of the soil were carried 
out siihseqiiently : 1 lb. of seed was found sufficient for about 350 ft. length 
of line. Fig. 173 shows line sowings at the end of the third season. 

Sowings of Acacia Catechu have been carried out in many parts of India 
1 and Burma in a variety of ways. In the grassy savannahs of Oudh line 

' sowings have proved successful in spite of a fairly tall growth of grass in 

the rains. In Berar line sowings in conjunction with field crops have also 
I done well : the system employed has been described under Acacia arahica 

\ (p. 435). 

! Moimd and ridge sowings have been carried out with varying success. 

i Owing to their high cost, however, they are hardly justified except on very 

! stiff soil where the drainage is bad. Broadcast sowing has also been frequently 

tried, often with success : where suppression from weeds is to be feared, how- 
ever, it cannot compare with line sowings. 

? In Burma numerous cutch plantations have been formed on the taungya 

system, the seed being dibbled 6 ft. by 6 ft. or 12 ft. by 3 ft. or 9 ft. by 4 ft. 
on temporary forest clearings in which field crops, usually hill rice, are raised. 

| ; In many cases mixed plantations of teak and cutch have been formed in this 

i;! way. The twn species, however, do not mix well, their requirements being 

dissimilar ; not only does the cutch damage the teak by contact with it, 

! but one of the species in time usually ousts the other, the cutch or the teak 

ii gaining the upper hand according to the nature of the locality. These 

J ’ mixed plantations are not as a rule formed now. A description of these 

I , taungya plantations is given under Tectona grandis. 

if Silvicultural treatment. Under existing working plans the tree is 

I i frequently worked under coppice or coppice-wdth-standards, both in alluvial 

; tracts and in mixed forests. The Ichair and sissoo forests of the Ganges islands, 

I I for example, are worked as simple coppice on a rotation of twenty years, 

j| a protective belt at least 100 ft. wide being left uncut round the edges of 

^ the islands. Provided the trees coppiced are not too old, and provided the 

standards are not numerous enough to suppress the coppice, this system has 
usually answered satisfactorily for the production of poles. 

The treatment under high forest is a more difficult matter. Several 
working plans, both in India and in Burma, prescribe selection fellings, the 
object of which is to remove mature trees. This, how’-ever, does not ensure 
reproduction, which cannot be obtained under any system which does not 
involve removal of the overwood and of weed-growth. This being so, as far 
as experience goes the only system under which complete regeneration can 
be ensured on a given area appears to be that of clear felling with artificial 
reproduction. The question of regenerating riverain crops of Dalbergia Sissoo 
has been discussed in some detail on p. 314. The system proposed is to 
divide these crops into two classes, stable and unstable, the former to be 
regenerated artificially, while in the latter the fellings would consist of utilizing 
marketable material, regeneration being left to the vagaries of the river. For 
riverain crops of Acacia Catechu exactly the same procedure is indicated. 

In crops of Acacia Catechu which tend to become very dense, regular 
thinnings are of great importance. 

Rate OE OROWTH. Ooppice. Statistics relating to coppice growth are 
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scanty. Measurements in Bhandara, Central Provinces, in 1912-13 showed 
the average height of coppice-shoots one year old to be 6 ft. 4 in. as against 
7 ft. 1 ill. for teak and 6 ft. 6 in. for TerminaUa tomentosa. Measiireinents 
recorded by Mr. A. F. Broun at Bnllawala near Dehra Dun in 1886 showed 
an average girth of 8 in. and an average height of 11 ft. 4 in. for coppice 
nine years old. 

High forest • The annual rings are usually, but not always, quite distinct, 
and the rate of growth can thus as a rule be deduced from ring-countings. 
Measurements show the growth to be extremely variable. Gamble says 
Himalayan specimens show 5 rings per inch of radius, giving a mean aimiiai 
girth increment of 1-26 in. ; a specimen from the bed of the Mahanadi, Dar- 
jeeling tumi, showed 3*8 rings per inch of radius, giving a mean annual girth 
increment of about 1*7 in., which is fast. 

Extremely slow growth is shovm in an mithinned riverain sample plot 
of Mmir mixed with Dalbergia Sissoo in the Saharanpur Siwaiiks in a somewhat 
dry locality with a soil of sand and boulders. The measurements, which 
applied to forty -five trees and extended over five years only (1910-11 to 
1915-16), gave the following results : 

Acacia Catechu : girth increment in imthinned sample plots, Siwaiiks, 

United Provinces. 


Age. 

Mean 

girth. 

Age. 

Bfean girth. 

years. 

ft. 

in. 

years. 

ft. 

ill. 

10 

0 

OJ 

*70 

1 

5i 

20 

0 

2 

80 

1 

10 

30 

0 

44 

90 

2 

24 

40 

0 

7*^ 

100 

2 

64 

50 

0 

94 

no 

2 

10“ 

60 

i 

14 





Although these results can hardly be regarded as very accurate owing 
to the short period over which the measurements extended and to the fact 
that dominated and suppressed trees were included, they emphasize the 
importance of carrying out regular thinnings to promote more rapid growth. 
A somewhat faster rate of growth is shown in an mithinned sample plot 
in the Sathiana block of the North Kheri forests. Measurements, which 
extended over eight years and related to seventy-five trees, gave the following 
results : 

Acacia Catechu : girth iiicrenient in unthimied sample plot, Sathiana block, 



North Kheri, 

United Provinces. 


Age. 

Mean girth. 

Age. 

Mean girth. 

years. 

ft. 

in. 

years. 

ft. in. 

20 

0 

8 

90 

4 0 

■30: 

1 

24 

100 

4 5 

40 

1 

8-1 

no 

4 10 

50 

2 

2 

120 

.5' 2'4 

60 

2 

n 

130 

5 ' 7 ■ 

70 

3 

1 

140 

5 11 

80 

3 

64 




This plot was situated within the limits of the sal forests, not on recent 
alluvium. 
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Measurements of 100 trees by Mr. Beadon Bryant in the Kumaun sub- 
Himalayan tract gave the following results : ^ 


Girth. 


Over 4 ft. 6 in. . 
3 ft. -4 ft. 6 in. . 
1 ft. 6 in. -3 ft. . 
1 ft.~l ft. 6 in. . 


Average age. 
years. 

53 

36 

20 

15 


Average volume, 
cub. ft. solid. 
35-0 
16-5 
4-0 
1-3 


Periodical measurements of 117 trees in three unthinned sample plots in 
the Palamau district of Bihar and Orissa gave the following results : ^ 


Acacia Catechu : girth increment in untliinned sample plots, Palamau, Bihar 

and Orissa. 


Age. 

Mean girth. 

Age. 

Mean 

girth. 

vears. 

ft. 

in. 

years. 

ft. 

in. 

'' 30 

0 

4-1 

n 

‘ 90 

1 

104 

40 

0 

100 

2 

2-1 

50 

0 

lOi 

no 

2 

74 

60 

1 

Of 

120 

3 

0| 

70 

1 

3J 

130 

3 

7 

* 80 

1 

7“ 





Mr. W. R. Fisher records very rapid growth in a plantation at Kuch 
Behar where the seed was sown in 1873 and 1874 : measurements made in 
1881, the plantation being then seven to eight years old, showed an average 
and maximum girth of 1 ft. 6 in. and 2 ft. 1 in. respectively. 

Measurements recorded, by Mr. J. Nisbet^ from the dry, intermediate, 
and moist zones in Upper Burma showed rapid growth, particularly in the 
moist zone. The following is a summary : 


Acacia Catechu : girth measurements, Upper Burma. 


District, 

Character of forest. 

Number of 
measure- 
ments. 

Mean annual 
girth 

increment. 

Yamethin and Meiktila 

Dry zone : dry open forest and 

8 

in. 

2*2 

Yamethin and Meiktila 

scrub jungle 

Intermediate zone : mixed forest 

3 

2-2 

Yamethin (Pyinmana sub- 

and scrub jungle 

Moist zone : mixed and savannah 

10 

3-54 

division) and Minbu 

forest 




Ring-countings which I carried out in 1902 in the Meiktila district of 
Upper Burma on twenty stumps in pure riverain cutch forest on sandy soil 
gave the following results : " 

Acacia Catechu : girth increment, riverain forest, Meiktila district, 

Upper Burma. 



Girth including 

Mean annual 

Age. 

bark. 

girth increment. 

years. 

ft. in. 

in. 

6 

0 6 

1*2 

10 

18 

2-0 

15 

3 0 

2-4 

IT 

3 6 

2-47 


1 Working Plan for the Kumaun Forest Division, 1893. 

= Ind. For. Eecords, vol. vi, pt. v. ® Ind. Forester, vii (1881), p. 41. 

« /J«., xix (1803), p. 11. 
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This shows rapid growth, and as the rings were perfectly distinct the 
figures may be regarded as accurate. The diameter of heartwood averaged 
0-67 of the whole diameter including bark. 

Proportion of Jiewrtwood, The following measurements by M,r. A. Rodger 
of about 100 sections of cutch trees in the Thayetmyo and Prome districts 
of Burma, show that the percentage of heartwood increases with size : 

Acacia Catechu : measurements of heartwood in trees of difiereiit sizes. 


Diameter 

iiieliiding 

Corresponding 

Diameter of 

Percentage of total 
area of seetio.ii oe- 

bark. 

girth. 

heartwood. 

cnpied by heartwood. 

in. 

ft. 

in. 

in. 


6 

1 

7 

3-6 

35 

7 

1 

10 

4-7 

45 

8 

2 

1 

5-6 

49 

9 

2 

4 

70 

61 

10 

2 

7 

8-0 

64 

11 

2 

11 

90 

67 

12 

3 

2 

90 

56 

13 

3 

5 

10-3 

65 

14 

3 

• 8 

10-7 

59 

15 

3 

11 

12-5 

64 

16 

4 

2 

12-5 

6i 

17 

4 

5 

13-6 

63 

18 

4 

9 

15-2 

68 

19 

5 

0 

160 

70 

20 

5 

3 

170 

p 

21 

5 

7 

18-2 

7o 

22 

5 

9 

18-7 

72 

24 

6 

O 

O 

21-2 

80 


4. Acacia niodesta, Wall. Syn. Mimosa dmnosa, Roxb. Verii. PMiki, 
Punjab. 

A moderate-sized thorny tree with a bushy rounded crown and drooping 
branchlets. Bark rough, with numerous irregular cracks. Sapwood large, 
white : heartwood very hard, dark brown with black streaks, not durable, 
used for cane-crushers, Persian wheels, and agricultural implements, and 
largely for fuel. The tree is useful for afiorestation purposes on poor 
soil in the dry lower hills and plains : it also makes a good hedge plant if 
trimmed. 

This tree occurs more or less gregariously in the dry outer hills and valleys 
of the Suliman Range, ascending to 4,000 ft. in the Salt Range, the sub- 
Himalayaii tract from the Jumna westwards, ascending to 4,000 ft., the 
northern part of the Punjab plains, and Baluchistan. In Hazara it is comiiion 
on limestone in the scrub forests of Khanpur, and occurs in the Kagan valley 
on hot shaly hill-sides up to 5,500 ft. Within its natural habitat the rainfall 
varies from 15 to 50 in., the absolute maximum shade temperature may rise 
to over 120° F., and the absolute minimum may sink to well under freezing- 
point. 

It is found on various geological formations, including limestone, sand- 
stone, conglomerate, and shale, and is capable of growing in poor dry shallow 
soil w^here few other species can survive. It may occur pure or in mixture 
with other trees. Among its commoner associates are Olea € 2 is 2 ndata, Acacia 
Catechu, Placomtia Bamo7itcMy Teco7m undulata, Prosopis spicigera, Bauhbiia 
variegata, Odind WocUer, Zizyphus Jujtiba, Ehretia laevis, and other miseel- 
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laneous species, often with an undergrowth of Dodotiaea viscosa, Carissa 
spinarum, Adhatoda Vasica, Woodfm-dia floribunda, and other shrubs. It 
extends into the lower limits of Pimts longifoUa in some parts of the outer 
Punjab hills. On poor dry localities at low elevations it is sometimes associated 
with Salvadora oleoides and Capparis aphyllu. The new leaves appear in 
March : they are of a delicate green colour, but turn later to an ashy grey. 
The spikes of fragrant white flowers appear from March to May, when the 
trees are conspicuous with their masses of white tasselled blossoms. The pods 
ripen in the autumn and hang long on the tree ; they are 2-3 in. long by 
0-5 in. broad, flat, indehiscent, three- to five-seeded. The seeds, like those of 
A. arabica, are subject to the attacks of weevils. The tree seeds freely at 
frequent intervals, but occasional bad seed-years occur. 

The tree is a drought-resistant species. It coppices well, and is usually 
worked as coppice-with-standards. The coppice-shoots as well as seedling 
plants require protection from browsing, as they suffer much damage from 
goats, sheep, and camels. Seedling reproduction is somewhat disappointing, 
and in many localities grazing is largely the cause of this. The tree has been 
raised artificially by direct sowings in afforestation operations in the outer hills. 

An attempt was made by Mr. A. M. Reuther during the preparation of 
the Kalachitta working plan ^ to deduce the rate of growth by ring-countings 
on stumps of trees selected and felled for the purpose. As the rings are not 
always easy to distinguish he was unable to place absolute reliance on the 
results, which must be taken as approximate only. From the recorded 
measurements the following statement showing the approximate rate of growth 
has been prepared : 

Acacia modesta : rate of growth in Kalachitta forest. 


Age. 

Mean height. 

Mean 

girth 

years. 

ft. 

ft. 

in. 

10 

6-0 

0 

5-7 

20 

12*0 

0 

114 

30 

15*0 

1 

5*0 

40 

17-0 

1 

10-8 

50 

19-7 

2 

4-6 


Parker says the growth is very slow, plantations made in the sub- 
Himalayan tract having reached a height of 18-20 ft. in as many years, though 
the girth was only about 1 ft. at the base. 

5. Acacia Senegal, Willd. Syn. A. rupestris, Stocks. Vern. Khor, Sind; 
Kumta, Rajputana. 

A small thorny deciduous tree, usually gnarled, ordinarily reaching 
a height of 10-16 ft. and a girth of 1-2 ft. Bark smooth, pale greenish grey, 
peeling off in flakes and exposing the yellowish new hark underneath ; branches 
smooth, grey, shining, flexuose. The wood, which is hard with a nearly black 
heartwood, is used for weavers’ shuttles and for fuel, and the true gum-arabic 
of commerce is obtained from wounds in the bark. In habit and appearance 
the tree resembles A. modesia, hut is readily distinguished by its smooth pale 
bark, its infra-stipular spines in threes, and its larger pods. 

This is a tree of the arid regions of India, occurring on the dry rocky 
bills of Sind, the south-east Punjab, the Aravalli, and the other hills of Raj- 

Working Plan for the Kalachitta Forest, Rawalpindi Forest Division, 1897. 
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pntana, where it is abundant, and Ajmer ; it is also found in Arabia and Africa. 
In its Indian region the absolute maximum shade temperature may rise to 
over 120^ F., and the absolute minimum may sink to well iiiider f reeling- 
point, while the normal rainfall varies from about 10 to 25 in. The tree occurs 
on the poorest soil on rocky hills and sandy tracts. In Ajmer it is associated 
with Anogeiss'us pendtila, Acacia CatecJiu, and Bostcdlia serrafa : here it pro- 
duces abunclaiit- seed every year, and is said to regenerate freely under con- 
ditions adverse enough .to prevent the regeneration of A. Catechu, Parker 
says it regenerates much more freely than x4. modesta, and that it has been 
employed successfully for afforesting bare rocky hills and shifting sand in the 
Jaipur state, Eajputana. Mr, E. McArthur Moir,^ writing of sowings of this 
and other species in the dry regions of Ajmer-Merwara, notes that the seedlings 
died back for two or three years before finally establishing themselves and 
becoming capable of resisting drought and frost, developing in the meantime 
taproots of great length and thiclmess. The tree is readily browsed by camels 
and goats. It is a hardy species, surviving under most adverse conditions. 

The fragrant white flowers, in lax spikes 2~4 in, long, appear from August 
to December ; the pods, which ripen the following spring, are 3 in. long by 
0-7 in. broad, thin, flexible, brown when ripe, five- or six-seeded, tardily 
dehiscent. 

6. Acacia planifrons, W. and A. Umbrella thorn. Vern. Kodaivelmn, 
odai (which is also a name given to A, Latromim), Tam. ; Godiigu thmn/ma, Tel. 

A small to moderate-sized tree with a flat spreading dense umbrella-like 
crown, common and often gregarious in the southern parts of the Indian 
Peninsula, in the south Deccan, Salem, Madura, Tinnevelly, and Travancore, 
in dry forests, often occurring along with A, Laironum, and sometimes also 
with A, arahica, Albizzia amara, Dichrostachys cmerea, Ghloroxylon Bwietmiia, 
and a few others. Mixed with A, Latromm it forms at times a dense and 
impenetrable grovdh, but often it occurs in stunted form in open crops. In 
shape it exhibits the umbrella form characteristic of tropical open xerophiloiis 
woodland. The tree reproduces from root-suckers when felled ; in the Tin- 
nevelly district it is worked for the production of fuel as simple coppice on 
a rotation of fifteen years, reproduction being largely from root-suckers. 
Seedling reproduction is also said to be good in open places. 

7. Acacia Latronum, Willd. Vern. Odai (also a name given to A.' phni- 
frons), odai mal, Tam. ; Jala^ Tel. 

A gregarious very thorny shrub or small tree resembling A. planifmns 
in its spreading umbrella-like crown, but smaller than that species. It is 
common in the dry parts of the Deccan and southern India, covering con- 
siderable stretches of country with a dense impenetrable thorny scrub, and 
often growing on bare hard gravelly soil, both on flat ground and on the lower 
hill slopes, where it may perform a useful function in preventing erosion and 
in protecting young plants of other species from injury by browsing. It is 
readily browsed by goats itself, though its thorns afford a formidable protec- 
tion. The thorns are of two kinds, one large, white, conical and hollow, often 
tenanted by large black ants, and the other shorter and slender. Among its 
more common associates are Acacia phinif Tons ^ A, UmopU A, arabica, 

^ lud. Forester, iv( 1879), p. 3S7. 
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Albizzki amura, Ramlia ditmefomm, Azadirachta indica, Dichrostachys cmerea, 
■and CMoroxylon Sivietenia. On poor soils it is sometimes associated with 
Acacia eburnea, Balanites BoxhurgMi, and Gapparis apliylla. 

8. Acacia Farnesiana, Willd. Sjn. Vachellia Farnesiana, W. and A. 
Gassie flower. Vern. Wilayati babul, ivilayati IciJcwr, guMkar, Hind. ; Jalli, 
Kan, ; Kankri, Mar. ; Nanlongyaing, Burm. 

A thorny shrub or small tree reaching a height of 15 ft. or sometimes 
more, with fragrant flowers from which a perfume is extracted ; it yields 
a gum. Indigenous in tropical America ; cultivated and self-sown throughout 
the greater part of India and Burma. In northern India it is sometimes 
found gregariously in river-beds on loose sandy soil, a condition which appears 
to favour its establishment. On the plains of the Punjab it grows well on 
pure sand in fairly dry places, and would probably do well for sowing up 
shifting sands. 

The flowering season is somewhat irregular, but lasts chiefly from Novem- 
ber to March ; the bright yellow globose flower-heads are powerfully scented. 
The pods form rapidly, and are usually full-sized but still green by May. They 
commence ripening about July (Dehra Dun), but hang long on the tree, and 
may be collected almost any time. The pods are 2-3*5 in. long by 0*5 in. 
thick, nearly cylindrical, pointed at both ends, turgid, dark brown when ripe, 
with a double row of numerous seeds embedded in dry spongy tissue ; they 
are hardly dehiscent. About 300-340 seeds weigh 1 oz. The pods usually 
fall without deliiscing, and the valves become eaten by insects or decay or are 
beaten open by heavy rain, the seeds being washed out. The seeds often 
germinate within the pod, a dense clump of seedlings resulting. Germination 
takes place during the rains, but many seeds remain on or in the ground for 
a whole year, germinating in the second rains. At Dehra Dun the season’s 
growdh ends about December ; the leaves commence falling in November- 
.^^December and the plants are leafless or nearly so in January-February, the 
"^new leaves appearing in February-March. 

Under favourable conditions the growth of the seedling is rapid. Seed 
sown at Dehra Dun in May in a nursery-bed regularly watered and weeded 
produced plants up to 7 ft. high by the end of the first season, and these 
flowered early the next year. In another plot seedlings regularly weeded but 
not watered reached maximum heights of 2 ft. 1 in. and 7 ft. 10 in. by the 
end of the first and second seasons respectively, and by the end of the third 
season the dominant plants varied from 7 ft. to 14 ft. 4 in. in height ; they 
commenced flowering in the end of the second season and the pods ripened 
successfully in the third season, the plants being then about two years old. 
The plants require free growing space, and the smaller ones are quickly sup- 
pressed and outgrown by the more vigorous ones. They stand frost fairly well. 

9. Acacia ehurneaj Willd. Syn. Mimosa eburnea, Roxb. Vern. Faha,ri 
kikar. Hind. ; Marrmti, Mar. ; Odai vel, kal odai, Tam. 

A large shrub or small tree with rough dark grey bark, sparse greyish 
foliage and straight spines, the larger ones white and up to 2 in. long. Though 
nowhere abundant, it is widely distributed in the drier parts of India, extending 
westward into Arabia. In the sub-Himalayan tract it occurs in dry river-beds 
along with A. Catechu. In the Indian Peninsula it is found in open thorn 
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forests on dry^stony soil, associated with A. CafecJiu, A. Latronmm^, A. hum- 
phloea^ Prosopis spictgera. and other species, and on the poorest ground with, 
Balamtes RoxbwrgUi and Capparis aphylla. It is associated with Acmla 
araiica on black cotton soil, but where tins gives place to shallow murram or 
calcareous soil with rock or a clay stratum near the surface it replaces that 
species. 

The yellow flower-heads, which have a somewhat unpleasant odoin% 
appear from November to March, and the pods ripen from April to Jime. 

10. Australian acacias. Tiiree important Australian acacias, A. demrrens, 
Willd., A. dealbata, Lmk, and A. Melmioxylon, R.Br., have been introduced 
into India, chiefly in the Nilgiris, but to some extent also in the Himalaya and 
other hill tracts. In the Nilgiris they have become such a feature in the 
landscape that a brief account of their introduction and propagation in these 
hills will not be out of place. 

A general description of the topography and climate of the Niigiris will 
he found under Eucalyptus Globulus, the exotic tree par exceUeme in that 
region. Australian acacias appear to have been introduced first in the 
early forties of last century, mainly with the object of providing fuel, of 
which there was a gi’eat shortage at that time. Although as plantation trees 
they have been outclassed by Eucalyptus Globulus, still the acacias — chiefly 
A. dealbata and A. Melanoxylon, and to a smaller extent A. decurrens — were 
extensively planted, partly in mixture with eucalyptus and partly alone. 
The actual area of pure acacia plantations omied Government in 1912 
amounted to 322 acres ; in addition there are considerable areas of eucalyptus 
and acacias mixed, at elevations varying from 5,000 to 8,300 ft. These acacias 
are also to be found along roadsides, on waste land, in private plantations, 
and in gardens. A. dealbata has spread by root-suckers to such an extent as 
to become in many cases a nuisance. 

The acacias appear to have been propagated from transplants and not by 
direct sowings, and this system has answwed w’-elL Spacings of 6 ft. by 6 ft. 
to 9 ft. by 9 ft. have been the general rule in plantations. The Government 
plantations, whether pure or mixed with eucalyptus, are w^orked for the pro- 
duction of fuel under the system of simple coppice. The rotation adopted until 
recently was one of ten years, but in 1913 it was raised to fifteen years. Under 
the coppice system, A. Melanoxylon is gradually dying out, and in a few 
unimportant cases it is being maintained, where pure, as high forest. Where 
acacia is mixed with eucalyptus the resulting crop becomes a two-storied 
coppice, owing to the more rapid growth of the eucalyptus. 

The following particulars regarding the three acacias in question may be 
of interest : 

(1) Acacia decurrens, Willd. Green wattle. An evergreen tree; bark 
olive green when young, dark grey on older trees. Branchlets and foliage 
nearly glabrous and not hoary ; decurrence of leaf-stalks very marked. FknTers 
paler yellow and less plentiful and less strongly scented than in A. dealbata ; 
pods narrow and constricted between the seeds. Maiden describes six varieties, 
but admits that the gradations from one to another are slight. Var. mollis, 
Lindl., has tomentose foliage, but the pubescence on the branchlets is golden 
yellow ; this variety is regarded in Australia as the best tannin producer 
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among the acacias, and Maiden quotes 3 delds of 32 to 36 per cent, of tannic 
acid in bark samples. Analyses of Nilgiri bark samples of the t^’pical variety 
made at the Indian Institute of Science in 1912 gave 24-42 per cent, of tannin. 
In India it is nowhere plentiful enough to jield regular supplies of bark in 
quantity. 

This species (or variety) is a native of Queensland, New South Wales, 
Victoria, and Tasmania. It is far less plentiful in the Nilgiris than A. dealbata ; 
it has been planted in fair abundance along roads in Coonoor, but is not so 
common at Ootacamimd, and is comparatively rare in the plantations. Its 
general habits in the Nilgiris are somewhat similar to those of A. dealbata 
described below ; it reproduces well by coppice-shoots and root-suckers, but 
not so freety as that species. Its grow’th is more erect than that of A. dealbata. 

(2) Acacia dealbata, Link. (A. Willd., var. dealbata ^VoiiMueller 

ex Maiden.) Silver wattle. An evergreen tree with grey, sometimes silveiy 
bark. Young branchlets angled, hoary, covered with minute pubescence; 
foliage also hoarj^ Flower-heads in profuse axillary and terminal panicled 
racemes, globose, about 0-15-0-2 in. in diameter, deep saffron yellow, strongly 
scented. Pods straight or curved, flattened, 2-3 in. long by 0*25-0*5 in. 
broad, broader and less constricted between the seeds than in A. decurrens ; 
decurrence of leaf -stalks less marked than in the latter. Maiden regards A. 
dealbata as merely a variety of A. decurrens. 

In Australia it ordinarily attains a height of 50 ft. and a girth of 3-6 ft. ; 
in Tasmania a tree has been recorded about 100 ft. in height and 11 ft. 2 in. 
in girth. In the Nilgiris it seldom attains a height of over 40 ft. or a girth of 
over 4 ft. In Australia the timber is considered of little value, and is used 
chiefly for making cheap cask-staves. In the Nilgiris it is used as fuel, for 
which purpose it is considered good. The bark is not so rich in tannin as that 
of A. decurrens. Maiden says that in Australia the best samples of bark 
contain about 25 per cent, of tannic acid. Analyses of Nilgiri bark made at 
the Indian Institute of Science in 1912 showed 9-56 per cent, of tannin. 

The tree is a native of New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, and 
Tasmania. It has been extensively planted in the Mediterranean Riviera and 
elsewhere. In India it has become thoroughly naturalized in the Nilgiri and 
Palni hills, and has been planted in the Himalaya. 

In the Nilgiris this tree, together with the blue gum, is one of the most 
characteristic features of the vegetation from 5,000 ft. upwards. One of its 
most striking peculiarities is its extraordinary power of reproduction by root- 
suckers, which come up in dense masses of thin whippy shoots, and spread 
with great facihty. For this reason it is almost unrivalled as a means of 
clothing unstable hill slopes ; in the ne^hbourhood of gardens, however, it 
is an intolerable nuisance owing to its powers of spreading and the difficulty 
of eradicating it, which is possible only by deep hoeing and extraction of all 
the roots. Another peculiarity of this tree in the Nilgiris is its straggling 
and sometimes almost recumbent habit of growth, erect trees being quite excep- 
tional. It is very liable to breakage from wind. In the Nilgiris it has proved 
an excellent under-story to the eucalyptus in the grass-land type of plantations, 
where a soil-protective undergrowth is desirable : it appears to stand the light 
shade of the eucalyptus well, and reproduces freely by coppice. Fig. 174 






'A: 


Coppice of Acacia dealbata, with younger coppice intcrmi 
numerous root-suckers in foreground, Nilgiris. 
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shows a crop of Etimlypim Globiilm coppice with Acacia dmlbata coppice as 
an under-story, and Fig. 175 shows pure coppice of acacia, in which numerous 
root-suckers are intermingled. The tree has been found to have a powerful 
nitrogenizing action on the soil, and is thus a good natural fertilizer. In 
France it is said not to thrive on soil containing lime ; the soil of the Mlgiris 
is particularly free from lime, and this may possibly favour its extraordinary 
vegetative activity on those hills. 

As regards the yield of plantations, Mr. S. Cox ^ points out that it is 
hardly possible to give accimate figures for A. dealbata by itself, as it has been 
universally planted with A. MtUnozylon, and although in the plantations 
regularly coppiced for fuel the latter has largely died out there is always 
a small proportion left. Allowing for error caused by the mixture of the two 
species, the general average yield of coppice from ten to fifteen years old in the 
second rotation may be said to be from 2,000 to 3,000 cub. ft. stacked per acre. 

The tree has been commonly planted in the Himalaya, for example at 
Simla and in the Haini Tal and Almora hills, chiefly between 6,000 and 8,000 ft. 
elevation. It suffers considerably from snow-break, but where its value lies 
in its adaptability for afforestation purposes this is not a serious drawback. 
In the abnormal frost of 1905 it suffered to a considerable extent, particulaiiy 
at the higher elevations, but the check to the growth resulted in the production 
of numerous root-suckers. In the Naini Tal hills it stood the abnormal di’oughi 
of 1907 and 1908 weU w^here most other exotic species were badly damaged. 
In the Himalaya the tree flo-wers from January to March, and the seed ripens 
in June : in cold situations the fruit fails to ripen. When in flower the trees, 
laden with yellow blossom, are a striking sight. 

(3) Acacia Melanoxylon, R.Br. Australian blackwood. 

An evergreen tree, in its natural home ordinarily reaching a height of 60 to 
80 ft. and a girth of 6 ft. Exceptionally it is said to reach a height of 120 ft. 
and a girth of 10 ft. In the Nilgiris it often reaches a height of 80 ft., but 
seldom attains a girth of over 5 ft. On rich soil it grows luxuriantly : thus 
in the Rallia plantation near Coonoor, %vhere it is mixed with Eucalyptus 
Globulus, occasional trees reach a height of 110 ft. at an age of forty years, 
though the girth averages less than 3 ft., the trees having been drawm up to 
height by close planting (see Fig, 176). The largest recorded measurements 
in the Mlgiris are those made by Mr. Cowley-Brown in the case of a tree forty- 
nine years old in Bleak House plantation ; these are : (1) height 127 ft., (2) girth 
at breast height 6 ft. 4 in., (3) estimated volume 212*5 cub. ft. (timber only). 
This tree has since been killed by Lormithus, Trees fifty-two years old in the 
Marlimund block on deep moist soil measured up to 100 ft. in height and 5 ft. 
in girth. 

Acacia Melmioxylon is a larger tree, with more erect habit, straighter bole, 
and denser crown, than A. decurrens or A. dealbata. The dense olive-green 
foliage, consisting mainly of phyllodes and not of true leaves, forming a sym- 
metrical tapering crown reaching low down, makes it one of the handsomest 
of the exotic trees in the Mlgiris; its general appearance is unlike that of 
a typical acacia. The young branchlets are angled, minutely grey tomentose, 
rarely glabrous. Phyllodes coriaceous, glabrous, lanceolate or oblong, usually 
1 Working Plan for the MlgM Plantations, 1913. 
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falcate, variable in size, usually ■2-5“4 in. long by 0-3-0-8 in. broad. True bipin- 
iiate leaves often present, especially on young trees. , Mower-heads 3 to 4 in 
axillary racemes, globose, yellow, about 0*2 in. in diameter. Pods linear, fiat, 
often curved in a circle, 2-4 in. long by 0*3-0-4 in. broad. Seed small, with 
a long pale red funicle which encircles it. 

The timber is of very good quality, dark brown, beautifully mottled, and 
is used in Australia for furniture, gunstocks, railway carriages, and other 
purposes. In the Nilgiris there is little demand for it for such uses. Analyses 
of Nilgiri bark at the Indian Institute of Science in 1912 gave 7-04 per cent, 
of tannin. 

The tree is a native of Tasmania, Victoria, and New South Wales, and 
extends into South Australia- and Queensland : it grows typically on rich soil. 
It has been fairly extensively planted in the Nilgiris, where it does well on 
fertile soil, but it is slowly dying out, partly owing to its susceptibility to the 
attacks of a Loranthns, which kills off numbers of trees, and partly to the fact 
that its coppicing powers are feeble. It reproduces by root-suckers, but not 
to the same prolific extent as A. dealbata. On deep moist fertile soil its growth 
is fairly rapid, as the figures quoted above show. Mr. D. E. Hutchins found 
in 1883 that trees in the Nilgiris gave about four rings per inch of radius and 
an annual increment of about 5 to 6 tons of wood per acre. 


4. ALBIZZIA, Durazzini. 

This genus contains fourteen Indian. species, all trees, some of wdxich are 
of importance in Indian silviculture. Perhaps the most characteristic feature 
of the genus, as affecting the distribution of the seed, is the pod, which is thin, 
flat, and dry, developing rapidly after the flowering, but taking some time to 
ripen fully ; in most cases dehiscence does not take place fully until after the 
pods fall, and as they fall chiefly in the hot season when dry winds are pre- 
valent, they may be blown to some distance from the tree. In some cases, 
especially in A. Lebheh, the seeds are very liable to destruction by insects, and 
this probably explains to a considerable extent the absence of reproduction 
where such damage is prevalent. Germination is epigeous. Some species 
produce root-suckers freely, e. g. A. lucida, A. mollis, A, odoratissima. 
The growth of some is extremely rapid, e. g. A. moluccana (hot indigenous) 
and A. stipulata. The species vary in soil moisture requirements from A. 
procera, which thrives on moist and even swampy ground, to A. amara, w:hich 
grows on poor dry soils in the Indian Peninsula. 

Species 1. A. Lebbek, Benth. ; 2. A. stipulata, Boivin ; 3. A. proeem, Beilth. ; 
4. A. odoratissnna, Benth.; 5. A. lucida, Benth.; 6. A. amam, Boivin ; 
1. A, mollis, Boivin; 8. A. Miq. 

1, Albizzia Lebbek, Benth. Siris, East Indian wahiut. Vern. 

Hiiid. ; OMchola, Mar. ; Sirsul, Kan. ; Dirasanam, Tel. ; Vagai, Tam. ; 
Kokho, Burm. 

A moderate-sized or large deciduous tree ; bark dark grey, rather rough 
with irregular cracks, red or crimson inside. In the open the tree forms 
a short bole, branching low down, with a broad crown, but in the forest 
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Fig. 177. Albizzia Lebbek in evergreen forest, Andamans, 
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when drawn up by other .trees it produces a long straight bole. In the Aiida- 
iiiaiis it is said to yield squares up to 50 ft. long witlr3 ft. siding. „ 

The sapwood is whitish and large, the heartwood dark brown witli lighter 
or darker streaks, ornamental, used for biiiidiiig, furniture, agrieultural 
and other implements, carving, turning, &c. The burrs are partieiilaiiy 
valuable. 

Disteibutiok aistd habitat. The tree has been so extensively planted 
in gardens, along roadsides and in other places, from \rhicli it has probably 
ruit wild, that its natural habitat is difficult to determine. It is believed t(> 
be wild in the sub-Himalayan tract, Bengal, Chota Nagpur, the Indian 
Peniiisuia, Bimna, and the xindaman and Cocos islands. In the Hiinaiayaii 
valleys it occurs up to 4,000 ft. or sometimes more, usually along the banks 
of streams. Haines has come to the conclusion that it is nowhere wild in the 
southern forest circle of the Central Provinces, though very commonly planted, 
but the tree often called A.. Lebbeh is A. odoratissiina, Benth., var. lebbekifo^-tn 
Haines. Talbot says it is scattered throughout the Bombay Presidency in dry 
and moist monsoon forests. It is undoubtedly wild in some of the Madras 
forests, and Bourdillon says it is wild in the deciduous forests of Travaiicore 
at low elevations. It is a tree of the mixed deciduous forests, in both dry and 
moist types, or of moist semi-evergreen or even evergreen forest, usually 
occurring scattered and not gregariously. In the Andamans it is a regular 
forest tree, and occurs not only in the semi-deciduous or padaiik-bearing 
forest but also in the evergreen forest : in the former it is associated with 
Pterocarptis dalbergioides, Lagerstroemia hypoleuca, Termdruilia biodata, Bombax 
'insigne, Stermdia alata, S. villosa, Myristica Irya, Ariocarpus Ghaplaslia, and 
other species, while in the evergreen forest its chief companions are Diptero- 
carpus turbinaf/us and other species of Dipierocafrpus, Plamhonia andmmmmi, 
Aftocarpus Chaplaslvay A, Lahoodm, MyrisUca Irya, Galophylkmi spectaMle, 
Ilesua prrea, Hopea odoraia, Mimusops Elmgi, Baccaurea aapida, and Podo- 
carpus neriifolia. Fig. 177 shows a tree in evergreen forest. 

Mr. F. H. Todd ^ notes that in the North Andaman its northern limit, 
except for occasional specimens, is the Balmi creek, and that it is particularly 
abundant in Interview and Bennett Islands, in which from valuation surveys 
he estimated the stock to be : (1) trees 6 ft. in girth and over, 7,820 ; (2} trees 
4|--6 ft. in girth, 3,275 ; (3) trees 3--4-|- ft. in girth, 3,275. He also mentions 
that in the North Andaman the tree grows best in the moist semi-evergreen 
forests, and though fairly numerous in the deciduous forests, it is usually 
somewhat stmited.,, , 

More recent estimates from enumerations b}- Mr. Boiiig, in which Mr. 
Todd'sfiguresareincorporatedjgivethefollowingfigures:- 

Trees over 6 ft. Trees under 6 ft, 
iu girth. in girth. 

10,725 


North Andaman felling series 
Middle Andaman felling sexies 
Southern Andaman felling iseries . 


18 . m 
1,220 


21,624 

4,990 


In Burma it grows in tropical forests as well as in mixed deciduous forests. 

^ Draft Working Plan for the Forests of the North Andaman, 1906. 

^ Working Plan Be|)drt of the Andamans Forest Division, 1916. 
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In the former Brandis ^ mentions it as one of the lofty deciduous trees towering 
above the evergreen trees, other large deciduous trees growing with it being 
Xylia dohirif&rmis, Albizzia stipulata, Tetrameles nudi flora, Pentme hurmamca, 
Stercidia spp., &c. It is found both in the moist upper mixed forests and in 
the dry mixed forests. In the former it is associated with teak, Xylia, Lager- 
stroemia Flos-Eeginae, Dipterocarpus alatus, and many other trees, the chief 
bamboos being Bamhusa polymorplm and OephalostachyiLm pergracile. In the 
dry mixed forests its chief companions are Pentacme stwtvis, Shorea obkisa, 
Buchanania latifoUa, Dalbergia cultrata, Terminalia tomentosa, Phyllanthus 
BmbUca, DilUnia pidcherrima, Cassia Fistula, and others, sometimes with 
teak of comparatively small size ; the chief bamboo is Dendrocalamus 
strictus. 

In the dry forests of the Madras Presidency it is found chiefly along streams 
and in moist places. It is frequently planted in dry regions, and on a variety 
of soils ; it grows successfully when planted on black cotton soil. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. In northern India the 
leaves commence falling in October and November, and some trees are almost 
leafless by the end of November. Some are still in full leaf duiing December. 
In some cases the leaves continue falling from December to the end of February 
or even into March. The new leaves appear in April or sometimes as early 
as March. Trees or branches which yield fruits in plenty become leafless 
earlier and remain leafless longer than those which do not. 

The flowers, of a somewhat heavy fragrance, appear chiefly in April and 
May, sometimes earlier or later, and the masses of yellowish white blossom 
are conspicuous against the new foliage. 

The fruits develop rapidly, and by August some are nearly full-sized. In 
northern India they approach maturity by October, though still green, and 
begin to turn yellow in November, ripening soonest on trees which have lost 
their leaves ; by December or January the pods are all ripe. Farther south 
they ripen sooner. They hang on the tree as a rule until March, when they 
commence to be blown down, but many continue hanging through April and 
May, some exceptionally remaining on the trees as late as October, so that 
from July onwards old yellow pods may be seen hanging along with young 
green ones. Heavy rain from March onwards brings down the pods in 
quantity. 

The ripe pods are straw coloured, 8-12 in. long by 1*2-2 in. broad, flat, 
thin, firm, linear-oblong, 6- to 12-seeded, the outlines of the seeds prominent 
on the outside. They rustle in the breeze with a characteristic sound which 
has been described as that of the frying of meat. On leafless trees they are 
often produced in great abundance, the trees having the appearance of being 
covered with dry light yellow foliage. The pods are dehiscent, but dehiscence 
does not as a rule take place until the pods have reached the ground, and 
may be tardy or only partial, the seeds remaining within the pod for a con- 
siderable time. 

The seeds (Fig. 178, a) are 0*3-0*45 in. by 0*25-0*35 in., obovate or oblong, 
compressed, light brown, smooth, with a hard testa. Their weight varies 
considerably, from 140 to 350 (average 230) weighing 1 oz. Tests carried ou,t 

^ Keport on the Attaraix Forests. 
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at Delira Dun showed that the seed retains its vitality well for at least one 
year, though fresh seed has a higher percentage of fertility than seed which 
has been kept for a time ; seed kept for a year germinated more rapidly than 
fresh seed. The seeds are very subject to the attacks of insects, particularly 
of a small whitish caterpillar, and many are destroyed both on the tree and 
on the ground. Rain sometimes causes much of the seed to rot in the pods, 
particularly after they have fallen, and it is therefore advisable to collect the 
seed as soon after it ripens as possible. This can best be done by men ascending 
the trees and picking the pods off, or by knocking them off with the aid of 
a long stick ; in the latter case it is advisable to spread sheets under the trees, 
as much of the seed may fall out during the process. The seeds are extracted 
from the pods either by opening the latter or by crushing them in the hands 
and separating the seeds b}’* winnowing. 

Geeminatioix (Fig. 178, b~d). Epigeoiis. The radicle emerges first, and 
the hypocot3d elongates bj^ arching, soon straightening and carrying the 
cotyledons above ground ; as a rule the testa is carried up over the cotjdedons, 
falling with their expansion, but sometimes it remains underground. 

The seedling (Fig. 178). 

Roots : primary root long, terete, tapering, wirj% brown : lateral roots 
moderate in number, short, fibrous, distributed down main root : nodules 
present. Hypocotyl distinct from root, 1*5-2 in. long, terete, tapering upwards, 
minutely pubescent. Cotyledons sessile, 0*6 by 0*4 in., elliptical ovate, apex 
rounded, base sagittate, flat or slightly plano-convex, fleshy, entire, green, 
glabrous. Stem erect, terete, wiry, green, pubescent ; internodes 0-1-0-5 in. 
long. Leaves alternate. Stipules minute, lanceolate. First leaf once pari- 
pinnate, rachis 0*6-1 *3 in. long, leaflets opposite, five or six pairs, 0*4-0*7 in. by 
0*15-0*17 in., obliquely oblong, subsequent leaves bipinnate, at &st with one 
pair of pinnae 0*7-1 *5 in. long, common rachis 0*5-1 in. long, the number of 
pairs of pinnae increasing subsequently. 

The development of the seedling varies greatly among individual plants 
even under identical conditions, but there are certain factors which stimulate 
development, and which induce remarkabty rapid growth from the com- 
mencement ; the most important factors are absence of weeds, loose soil, 
sufficient soil moisture, and full sunlight. Numerous experimental plots at 
Dehra Dun have demonstrated the marked effect of regular weeding and 
loosening of the soil on the growth of the seedling, and although watering 
has a beneficial effect it is of comparative^ little avail unless weeding is 
. carried out. 

As regards light requirements, experimental plots of seedlings grown 
under shade of varying intensity have shown that dense shade greatly retards 
germination, some seed failing to germinate until the second year ; seedlings 
which do appear are capable of standing heavy shade for one season but 
not longer, and development is very slow, a maximum height of only 4 in. 
having been recorded at the end of the season. The seedlings develop 
satisfaetority with moderate side shade, but at Deffia Dun their growth was 
found to be inferior to that of plants gromi in full sunlight. The following 
measurements recorded in various experimental plots at Dehra Dun exhibit 
the marked effects of regular weeding, whether accompanied by irrigation 
or not:''' 
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Albizzia - Lehbeh : rate of growth of seedlings in experimental plots. 

Irrigated plots. Unirrigated plots. 

Weeded. Unweeded. Weeded. Unweeded. 

Height at end of first season. 

(1) I ft. 2 in. -8 ft. 4 in. Maximum 1 ft. 5 in.^ Maximum 2 ft. 9 in. ^ (1) Maximum i ft. 1 in. 

(nursery plants ; seed (2) „ Oft. Tin. 

sown Feb. and early (3) „ Oft, Sin, 

start obtained) (4) „ Oft. 10 in. 

(2) Maximum 2 ft. 0 in.^ # 

Height at end of 2nd season. 

(1) Maximum 14 ft. 4 in. Maximum 4 ft. 5 in.^ Maximum 6 ft. 11 in.^ (1) Maximuni 2 ft. 9 in.^ 

(2) „ 6 ft. 8in.i (2) „ 1ft. 9 in. 

. (3) „ 2 ft. 9 in. 

(4) „ 2 ft. 10 in. 

Height at end of 3rd season. 

(1) Abandoned Maximum 11 ft. 0 in. Maximum 14 ft. 9 in. (1) Maximum 4 ft. 10 in, 

(2) Maximum 13 ft. 0 in. (dominant plants (2) ,, 4ft, Sin. 

(dominant plants vigorous) 

vigorous) 

^ Growth of seedlings retarded by attacks of Oxyrhachis tarandiis, Fabr., a hemipterous insect 
of the family Membracidae which infests seedlings and saplings of this and other species of Alhizzia 
as well as certain other leguminous species (to some extent Acacia Catechu), doing much damage 
by sucking the young shoots and causing them to wither ; the leading shoots are often destroyed in 
this way and the growth of the plants is seriously interfered with. 

All the plots noted in the above statement were in full sunlight : the 
unirrigated imweeded plots may be taken to represent the development under 
natural conditions. Nursery-raised plants, regularly weeded and watered, 
show rapid growth from the commencement, and may attain a height of 
nearly 4 ft. in four months from germination. A long stout taproot is pro- 
duced at an early stage ; this may reach a length of 2 ft. in three to four 
months. The lateral rootlets are often covered with rather large nodules. In 
northern India the leaves of seedlings fall from about December to March, 
and growth ceases during the cold season ; new growth commences about 
February. 

The seedlings are not very frost-tender, though the leaves are apt to 
shrivel up in frosty localities before falling, and the leading shoots are some- 
times killed back where frost is severe. Young plants are somewhat sensitive 
to drought, especially in the first season. If early rain stimulates germination 
and prolonged dry weather ensues, the young seedlings are killed off in quantity. 
Under natural conditions light weed-growth and grass, though it impedes 
development, acts as a protective against drought. The sudden removal of 
weeds from over young seedlings is fatal ; weeding requires to be carried out 
from the commencement. Seedlings do not stand suppression well, and where 
they are at all crowded the more vigorous individuals quickly suppress the 
more weakly ones. 

SiLVicuLTTJBAn CHABACTERS. Young plants are capable of standing 
a moderate amount of shade, though their growth is interfered with if the 
shade is at aU heavy. For its best development the tree requires full over- 
head light. It is not exacting as to soil, and will grow fairly well even on 
laterite or black cotton soil. The root-system is largely superficial, and though 
as a rule the tree does not produce root-suckers regularly, it may do so if the 
roots are; exposed. Mr. G. M. Ryan writes : ^ ' Albizzia Lebbek is not a tree 

^ Ind. Forester, XXX (1904), p. 454U 
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wiiicli has been noticed to throw up root-suckers habitually, but a very interest- 
ing instance of such reproduction occumng on the exposure of the root-system, 
came to my knowledge recently in the Wada Range (Thana district, Bombay), 
where 21 Albizma Lebbek suckers were observed in some excavated pits arising 
from ..roots which were embedded to the depth of 1| ft. in the .soil. A close 
examination proved that these suckers arose from a network of subterranean 
roots which spread out from an AlMzzia Lebbek 100 ft. away/' Its shallow root- 
system renders it liable to be thrown by wind. The tree is browsed by camels 
and lopped for camel fodder. It is sometimes badly attacked by Lotvnfhus, 

Natueal eepeodxjgtiox. Under natural condition.s germination ordinarily 
commences early in the rainy season and may continue until late in the rains. 
If the seeds are exposed to full sunlight germination is usually prompt and 
complete, but under shade it is delayed, and seed may lie uiigerininated until 
the following year. In full simliglit, however, there may be high mortality 
if dry weather occurs after rain during or shortly after germination, and the 
survival of the seedlings is surer in a moderate growth of grass and weeds 
than if they are fully exposed to the sun, though their development is inipedecL 
The ideal conditions for natural reproduction appear to be loose fairly moist 
soil, free from weeds, under light shade preferably from the side, the shade 
being removed when the seedlings have established themsedves. 

The sporadic nature and uncertainty of natural reproduction in most 
localities is noticeable. Seedlings in various stages are occasionally met with, 
but considering the large quantities of pods produced natural reproduction 
is decidedly scanty. It is probable that insect attacks account for this to a large 
extent, and an experiment carried out at Debra Dun appears to support this 
view. Pods which were knocked off the trees by heavy rain in March were 
placed OB a plot of ground which had been previously dug up, germination 
being thus favoured. The pods, which were left uncovered as under natural 
conditions, gradually dehisced and the seed began to fall out in May, but by 
July every seed had become badly attacked by insects, and not a single one 
germinated, although the plot was kept under observation until the end of 
the year. Drought is no doubt also a fruitful cause of fcailure, in dry localities 
and on stiff or shallow soils, particularly during germination and in the early 
seedling stages. Heavy shade, in retarding germination and thus prolonging 
the period during which the seed is exposed to insect attacks, is another 
adverse factor. 

Aetieioiab eepeodugtiok. Albizzia Lebbek can be grown by direct 
sowings and by transplanting from the nursery, but experiments at Debra 
Dun showed the former to be the more successful, as transplanting checks the 
growth to some extent. It was found that transplanting could be carried out 
successfully either by pruning the root and stem or by leaving them intact ; 
in the latter case it is advisable to use small plants during the first rainy season, 
owing to the length of taproot. If pruning is carried out the stem should be 
cut down to about 2 in. from ground-level and the taproot pruned to a length 
of about 9 in. The seed may be sown in the nursery in jMarch- April in drills 
not less than 9 in. apart, the beds being ivatered regularly but moderately and 
kept well weeded ; the young plants will be ready to transplant early in the 
rainy season. 
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For direct sowings the Dehra Dun experiments showed that line sowings 
on well-loosened soil, the lines being kept weeded from the commencement, 
gave the best results. Irrigation stimulates the growth, the seed being sown 
along the base of the ridge of loose earth throw up alongside an irrigation 
channel 1|- ft. by 1| ft. in section. In line sowings the seedlings require to be 
thinned out regularly. 

Mr. L. S. Osmaston ^ has described some experiments carried out in 1905 
and 1906, in raising AlUzzia Lebbek artificially on shallow soil overlying trap 
in the Nasik district of Bombay, where the rainfall is about 24 in. The experi- 
ments and their results were briefly as follows : 

1. Broadcasting without previous preparation of the soil. Seedlings of 
1905 died ; those which failed to germinate in 1905 germinated in 1906, but 
the results in the latter case have not been recorded. 

2. Dibbling : results similar. 

3. Sowing on circular mounds : 

(a) Large mounds 2^ ft. high, 2 ft. diameter at top, and 7 ft. at base ; 
percentage of successful mounds, 100. 

(b) Medium mounds 1 ft. to Ij ft. high, 2 ft. at top and 4 ft. at base ; 
percentage of successful mounds, 89-4, 

(c) Small mounds 9 in. high, 3 ft. diameter at base ; percentage of success- 
ful mounds, 100. 

4. Sowings in pits : 

{a) All soil returned to pit ; percentage of successful pits, 37. 

(6) Pits half filled with soil ; percentage of successful pits, 68. 

(c) No soil returned to pit ; percentage of successful pits, 43. 

5. Planting one-year-old transplants ; only 300 survived out of 7,000, or 
4-3 per cent. 

Mr. Osmaston further describes the conduct of line sowings in conjunction 
with the raising of field crops in the same locality : ^ this system, which is 
explained under Acacia ambica (p. 437), proved quite successful, the plants in 
3-| years reaching a maximum height and girth of 18 ft. and 1 ft. 5| in. re- 
spectively. The Berar system, described under Acacia ambica (p. 435), should 
also prove suitable for the raising of Albizzia Lebbek, 

Mound sowings have proved successful in the Bellary district, Madras. 
The tree grows readily from cuttings. 

SiLVicxJLTXJBAL TBEATMENT. As the tree occurs scattered in mixed forests 
it is in actual practice treated along with other species, usually either as coppice- 
with-standards or under selection fellings. In the Andaman forests it is 
legarded as one of the more valuable species ; under the existing working 
plan these forests are worked by selection fellings, the minimum girth limit 
for the felling of sound Albizzia Lebbek being fixed at 6 ft. 

As a general rule natural reproduction is so scanty that the only means 
of ensuring a plentiful and regular supply of this timber would appear to be 
by artificial cultivation. 

Rate oe gbowth. The growth is fast. The rapid development of young 
plants under favourable conditions has already been alluded to under /the 
1 lad. Forester, xxxiii (1907), p. 177. ^ I6R, p. 265. 
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Fig. 180. Albizzia procera growing gregariously on low-level savannah, Goalpari 
Assam : Bomhax malaharicum on extreme left. 
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seedling Brandis says that trees in the Punjab reach a girth of 2 ft. 9 in. 
in twelve years and 4 ft. 6 in. in thirty years, and that trees seventeen years old 
at Siikkur in Sind reached a girth of 5 to 6 ft. These figures probably refer 
to trees grown in more or less open positions ; in the forest the growth in 
girth would probably be slower. 

2. Albizzia stipulata, Boivin. Vern. Ohi, Pb. ; Siran, Hind. ; GhaMm, 
Beng. ; Sau, Ass. ; Ealbage, Kan. ; Laeli, Mar. ; Konda chigara, Tel. ; Pili 
vagai, Tam. ; Bonmeza, Burm. (Pig. 179.) 

A large deciduous tree with feathery foliage and large stipules. The 
crown is often spreading and fiat-topped. Bark dark grey, fairly smooth, 
with occasional prominent horizontal wrinkles and furrows and numerous 
small vertical wrinkles. Sapwood large, white ; heartwood brown, soft, not 
very durable, used for building, furniture, domestic utensils, &c. It is used 
as a shade tree in tea plantations in Assam and the Bengal Duars. 

DiSTRiBTJTioisr AND HABITAT. Throughout the sub-Himalayan tract and 
Himalayan valleys up to 4,000 ft., Bengal, Assam, Chota Nagpur, the moister 
parts of the Indian Peninsula, Andamans, Nicobars, Burma, Ceylon, and the 
Malay Peninsula. 

The tree occurs chiefly in moist localities. It is common in the Kangra 
valley. In the sub-Himalayan tract and outer valleys it often occurs in swampy 
ground and moist low-lying savannahs. In the Peninsula it is found only in 
the moister regions, both on the west coast and in southern India. Bourdillon 
says it is very common in the lower open and deciduous forests of Travancore, 
ascending the hills to 3,000 ft. It occius in the evergreen sholas of North 
Coimbatore (C. E. C. Fischer). Mr. F. H. Todd mentions it as one of the 
species in the semi-evergreen and deciduous forests of the North Andaman.^ 
In Burma it is common in the tropical forests, in mixed forests both of moist 
and of dry types, and extends into the hill forests. Kurz ^ mentions it as one 
of the lofty deciduous trees towering above the stratum of evergreen trees in 
closed tropical forests. He also gives it as one of the trees of the pine {Pinus 
Khasya) forests of the hills, with Daphnidimn, Aperula, Helicia, Eiigelliardtia, 
Dillenia aurea, Ternstroemia japonica, &c., and of the lower drier hill forests, 
of a rather stunted type, occupying exposed ridges at 3,000 to 4,000 ft. and 
upw^ards, associated with Ternstrdhnia japonica, ScMma NoronJiae, Turpinia 
nepalensis, Bucklandia populnea, Dillenia aurea, Symplocos^ laurels, &c. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 95"^ to 110° F., the absolute minimum from 30° to 65° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 45 to 200 in. or more. 

Leaf-shedding, FLOWERING, and fruiting. Kurz^ and Haines ^ say 
the tree is evergreen. In northern India it is deciduous, the leaves commencing 
to fall about January, shrivelling up and falling by single leaflets or by whole 
pinnae. The trees are usually leafless in February-March, the new leaves 
appearing in March or early April. 

The masses of fragrant feathery yellowish white flowers appear from 
April to June amongst the rich green of the new foliage, and the tree is then 

^ Draft Working Han for the Forests of the North Andaman, 1906. 

- Preliminar^r Forest Report of Pegii, 1875. » For. Flora Br. Burma. 

For. Flora Chota Nagpur. 
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particularly handsome. The pods while developing are pale reddish green : 
they commence ripening about November-December, arid continue hanging 
in quantity through the leafless season, when they resemble small siris pods 
on the trees. They commence falling in quantity about March, and continue 
falling during the hot weather months, being blown to some distance from the 
trees by the dry winds : a few old empty pods may sometimes be found on 
the trees as late as September. 

The pods (Eig. 181, a) are 3-5-6 in. long by 0-5-0-8 in. broad, flat, glabrous, 
light brown, often wrinkled over the seeds, 8- to 12-seeded. The majority of 
the pods dehisce after falling to the ground, the seed thus being distributed 
by the wind ; only those which remain late on the tree dehisce before falling. 
The seeds (Fig. 181, &) are 0-15-0-3 in. long, flat, ovate or elliptical, greenish 
brown, smooth ; about 900 weigh 1 oz. Tests at Dehra Dun have shown that 
the seed retains its vitality to some extent for at least a year, though the 
percentage of fertility of seed so kept is less than that of fresh seed. 

Gebmixatiox (Fig. 181, c-e). Epigeous. After the emergence of the 
radicle the hypocotyl arches slightly, soon straightening and raising the 
cotyledons above ground. The testa is usually carried up over the cotyledons, 
falling with their expansion. 

The SEEDLING (Fig. 181), 

Roots : primary root moderately long and thick, terete, tapering, wiry, 
white turning brown : lateral roots numerous, moderately long, fibrous, dis- 
tributed down main root : nodules present. Hypocotyl distinct from root, 
0*6-1 -5 in. long, cylindrical or tapering upwards, expanded in a ring at the 
base, green or pinMsh when young, minutely pubescent. Cotyledons sessile or 
very shortly petiolate, 0‘3-0*4 in. by 0*15-0-2 in., elliptical or ovate, plano- 
convex, or slightly concave beneath, thin, somewhat fleshy, apex rounded, 
base sagittate, entire, glabrous. Stem erect, slightly zigzag at the nodes, 
green, minutely pubescent; internodes 0*2-0 *5 in. long. Leaves, first two 
sub-opposite or alternate, subsequent leaves alternate. Stipules 0*1-0*15 in. 
by 0*1 in. or less, falcate acuminate, caducous. First leaf usually once pinnate, 
sometimes bipinnate ; if once pinnate rachis 0-4-0-6 in. long, with about 
five pairs of leaflets 0*l-0*2 in. by less than 0*1 in., obliquely oblong or falcate, 
acute, entire, pubescent, glaucous beneath, midrib close to and parallel to 
one edge ; subsequent leaves bipinnate, first few with one pair, then a few 
with two pairs, then three pairs of pinna#, leaflets 4-20 pairs, up to 0*4 by 
0*15 in., rachis with a gland on the upper side. 

During the first season the seedling does not show that rapid growth 
which is such a marked feature later on. Seedlings raised under natural 
conditions on unweeded and unwatered ground at Dehra Dun showed the 
following growth in the first two seasons : 

Under moderate shade. In full sunlight. 

Height at end of 1st season . . . Chiefly 5-7 in. Chiefly 5-8 in. 

Height at end of 2nd season . . . Maximum 4 ft. 1 ft. 3 in. -4 ft. 9 in. 

The seedhngs stand moderate shade, but are killed by dense shade. They 
are capable of struggling well through a moderate growth of weeds and grass, 
though their development is stimulated by regular weeding as well as watering : 
seedlings regularly weeded and watered reached a height of 3 ft. by the end 
of the first season. Weeding, however, has to be carried out from the com- 
mencement, since if weeds are suddenly removed from over young seedlings 
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they are apt to die of drought. The seedlings are very sensitive to drought ; 
they are also somewhat sensitive to frost, though they have good power of 
recovery if killed back. 

SiLViCFLTUBAL CHABAOTEBS. Little is knowii of the silvicultural characters 
of this tree. It may be classed as a moderate light-demander ; that it is able 
to stand some shade is evident from the fact that it sometimes grows up in 
teak plantations in Burma and makes its way through the teak. 

Nattjbal bepboduction. Germination starts early in the rainy season, 
and in warm sunny places is completed early. Under shade germination may 
continue throughout the rains and on till October or November, while some 
of the seed may lie dormant through the ensuing dry season, and may germ- 
inate in the second rainy season. The most favourable conditions for natural 
reproduction appear to be loose soil, in which the seed becomes covered during 
the early showers, and a fair degree of moisture. A moderate growth of grass 
and weeds is not harmful, though it may hinder the development of the seed- 
lings to some extent ; in dry localities it is even useful in protecting them 
from drought. 

Abtieicial BEPBODXJCTioisr. Experiments at Dehra Dun have shown 
that direct sowing is more successful than transplanting, and regular weeding 
from the commencement stimulates growth ; in this respect line sowings give 
the best promise of success. 

Transplanting can be carried out without much difficulty in the rains. 
The seed should be sown in the nursery about March or April in drills 9 in. 
apart, the beds being well watered and weeded through the dry season. The 
seedlings should be planted out during the rainy season ; they can be trans- 
planted successfully after pruning down the stem to near ground-level and 
cutting the root down to a length of about 9 in. If unpruned plants are 
used they should be small, otherwise the taproot gives trouble. 

Rate oe okowth. The growth is very rapid. In teak plantations in 
Burma the tree grows quickly through the fast growing teak and has to be 
cut out periodically in thinnings. Two crosvs-sections in the silvicultural 
museum at Dehra Dun, from trees in the United Provinces, showed the follow- 
ing rates of growth : 

(1) Age 28 years : girth 4 ft. 11 in. : mean annual girth increment 2*1 in. 

(2) Age 43 years : girth 4 ft. 6in. : mean annual girth increment 1-25 in. 

Gamble’s specimens gave three to four rings per inch of radius, or a mean 
annual girth increment of 1*57 to 2-1 in. He also quotes the following measure- 
ments : ^ ' Roxburgh says that a tree he planted in the Botanic Garden at 
Calcutta measured 48-5 in. in girth at 4 ft. above ground when 7 years old; 
this would give a rate of growth of slightly less than 1 ring per inch of radius. 
Stewart, in “ Punjab Plants ”, p. 56, says that a tree in the Saharanpur Gardens 
was 7 ft. in girth at about 17 years of age, which gives rather over 1 ring 
per inch of radius. . . . A round in the Bengal Forest Museum from a young 
tree shows 11 rings on a mean radius of 6 in., or 1-8 rings per inch of radius.’ 

3. Albizzia procera, Benth. Syn:^ Roxb.^^ W 

Vevn. Safedsif is, guraryB^^^ Ass.; Bellati, Kan.; Ilinhai, 

Mar. ; Konda vagai, Tam. ; OMgaray Tel. ; Sit, Burm. 

1 Man. Ind. Timb. (1902), p. 3 
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A large tree with a long clean bole, often branching at a considerable 
height and forming a somewhat light crown. Bark smooth, light yellowish or 
greenish grey, exfoliating in thin flakes, red inside. The sapwood is large, 
whitish, the heartwood brown with streaks of darker or lighter colour, used 
for house-posts, agricultural implements, &;c. 

Disteibution AisTD HABITAT. Throughout the sub-Himalayan tract, 
common from the Jumna eastwards, Assam, Bengal, Chota Nagpur, the Indian 
Peninsula, Burma, and the Andamans. The tree is found most commonly on 
alluvial ground along streams and in moist, even swampy places ; it is par- 
ticularly common in low-lying moist savannahs, as in the Duars of Bengal 
and Assam, in Burma and elsewhere ; in such places it is often gregarious, 
the clean light-coloured boles being very conspicuous (see Fig. 180). It is in 
many localities also a common species in mixed forests, generally on moist 
alluvial ground. In the Dehra Dun valley it is one of the constituents of the 
swamp forests, along with Trewia nudifiora, Ficus glomerata, Pterospermuwt 
acerifoUum, Oedrela Toona^ and other swamp species. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 98° to 115° F., the absolute minimum from 30° to 65° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 40 to 200 in. 

Leaf-shedding, floweeing, and fexjiting. The tree becomes almost 
leafless for a short time during the hot season, from April to June, according 
to locality : Haines ^ says there may be a second flush of new leaves in August 
growing through the flowering panicles. The large panicles of yellowish white 
flowers appear from June to September. The pods soon commence forming, 
and in the cold season, especially from October to January, they have a rich 
red colour, the trees at this time being particularly handsome with the masses 
of red pods against the green foliage. The pods ripen from February to May, 
and are then dark reddish brown, 4-8 in. long by 0- 5-0- 9 in. broad, thin, 
strap-shaped, 6- to 12-seeded, dehiscent. The seeds (Fig. 182, a) are 0*2~0-3 in. 
by 0-15-0-25 in., flat, elliptical to nearly orbicular, hard, smooth, greenish 
brown, with a leathery testa ; about 500-850 weigh 1 oz. 

The pods fall from the trees for the most part during the hot season, 
dehiscing before or about the time of falling. The seed germinates readily, 
and is less subject to insect attacks than that of A. LebbeJc, It retains its 
vitality for at least a year ; two tests of seed one year old at Dehra Dun 
showed 23 and 80 per cent, of fertility respectively. 

Geemination (Fig. 182, b-e), Epigeous. After the emergence of the 
radicle the hypocotyl arches slightly, carrying the cotyledons above ground; 
the testa is either left on or in the ground, or, less commonly, carried up over 
the cotyledons, falling with their expansion. 

The seedling (Fig. 182). 

Roots : primary root long, at fii'st thin, becoming fairly thick in vigorous 
plants, terete, tapering, wiry, whitish at first, becoming yellow or light brown : 
lateral roots few, somewhat short, fibrous, distributed down main root: 
nodules present, iff distil from root, 1*2-2 in. long, cylindrical, 
green or pinkish. Cotyledons mssile or sub-sessile, 0*35-J)*4 in. by 0*2 in., 
elliptical, flat, somewhat fleshy, base sagittate, entire, green, glabrous. Stem 
erect, terete, wiry ; internodes 0^2-l*5 in. long. alternate, compound. 

# 1 For. Flora Chota i^agpur. 
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Stipules miiiiite, linear. First leaf compound, paripinnate, with rachis 0*6-1 in. 
long, terminating in a bristle, leaflets normally three pairs, opposite, shortly 
petioled, 0-4-0-6 in. by 0*15-0*25 in., obliquely ovate or obovate oblong, acute 
or obtuse, glabrous. Subsequent leaves bipinnate, leaves of the first season 
with one pair of pinnae, the number of pairs increasing later ; common rachis 
and pinnae each 0-5-2 in. long ; leaflets at first two or three pairs on each 
pinna, the number increasing to about ten pairs during the first season, opposite 
or sub-opposite, up to 1 in. by 0*3 in. 

Under natural conditions the seedling usually attains a height of 4-8 in. 
by the end of the first season, but if regularly weeded and w'atered it grows 
rapidly, nursery-raised seedlings at Dehra Dun having attained a height of 
i ft. to 1 ft. 8 in. in three months from germination. The seedling is capable 
of struggling during the first season through low weeds and grass, its growth 
being slow during the process but increasing considerably after the weeds . 
have been surmounted. The sudden removal of weeds from around seedlings 
previously unweeded, however, is liable to cause their death through sudden 
exposure to the sun. Vigorous seedlings produce long stout taproots which 
may reach a length of nearly 2 ft. in three months from germination : the 
lateral rootlets are usually covered with nodules. 

The following measurements of seedlings in various plots at Dehra Dun 
will give some idea of the rate of growth under different conditions : 


Albizzia procera : development of seedlings. 

Conditions xuider 
which grown. 

Nursery-raised trans- 
plants, entire stem 
and roots 

Nnrsery-raised trans- 
plants, pruned stem 
and roots' 

Natural conditions, 
unweeded, in full 
sunlight 

Natural conditions, 
unweeded, in mode- 
rate side shade 

The growth would in most cases have been greater except for the damage 
caused by the hemipterous insect OxyrMcMs tarandus, Fabr., which causes 
much injury to this species, as in the case of Lebbek. The seedlings 

are somewhat frost-tender, arid are liable to be killed back in frosty localities. 
Growth ceases about November, and recommences about February-March. 
The leaves drop from December to February and the seedling is leafless for 
a short time. 

SILVIOXTLTIJRAL CHARACTERS. Although it stauds moderate but not heavy 
shade in youth the tree may be classed as a light-demander, as it cannot 
stand suppression. In the abnormal drought of 1907 and 1908 in Oudh it 
proved fairly drought resistant, though in the moist localities in which it 
grows it was probably not as severely tested as species growing in drier tracts. 
In the great frost of 1905 in northern India it suffered severely. The tree is 
much subject to cankerous wounds, as a rule where branches have been broken 



Height at end of season. 


1st season. 

2nd season. 

3rd season. 

4th season. 

(1) Maximum 0 ft. 6 in. 

(2) „ 1ft. 4 in. 

(1) 1 ft. 2 in.-3 ft. 4 in. 

(2) Maximum 3 ft. I in. 

(1) 1 ft. 9 in.-7 ft. 5 in. 


Maximum 1 ft. 0 in. 

Maximum 4 ft. 2 in. 

2 ft. 10 in. -8 ft. 5 in. 


(1) Maximum 0 ft. 6 in. 

(2) 4 in.-7J in. 

(1) Maximum 2 ft. 1 in. 

(2) 1 ft. 6 in.--2 ft. 5 in. 

(2) 2 ft. 4 in.*-8 ft. 2 in. 

(2) Maximum 
11 ft. 6 in. 

(1) Maximum 0 ft. 6 in. 

(2) „ 0ft.7|-in. 

(1) 5J in.-l ft. 10 in. 

(2) 9 in. -1 ft. 8 in. 
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off. Mr. 6. M. Ryan, ^ writing of conditions in Bombay, says the tree throws 
up root-suckers when the aerial portion of the stem has been mutilated or 
when an ad¥anced age has been reached. 

Natubal BEPB0DIJGTI03S"'. The natural reproduction of this tree is far 
more satisfactory than that of A, Lebbek, Germination takes place readily 
provided there is sufficient moisture, and in the forest seedlings may be found 
in quantity in the neighbourhood of seed-bearers during the rainy season, 
from seed which germinated early in the rains. Although the seed germinates 
more readily than that of A. Lehbek, in densely shaded localities the seedlings 
quickly die off, while in such places some of the seed may lie migerminated 
until the second rains. The factors most favourable to natural reproduction 
are plentiful moisture and bare loose soil where the seed becomes buried with 
the early showers. Thus on new soft alluvial ground near rivers seedlings in 
all stages may often be found in abundance. Natural seedlings may also be 
found in some quantity in moist grassy tracts. 

Abtificial eepbodxjction. Experiments carried out at Dehra Dun have 
shown that transplanting can be carried out successfully in the rainy season, 
preferably during wet weather, with stem and root either pruned or left intact, 
but in the latter case transplanting is troublesome imless small plants of the 
first season are used. The seeds should be sown in nursery beds about March 
to May in drills about 9 in. apart, the seeds being placed a few inches apart 
in the drills and lightly covered. 

Direct sowing has proved more^successful than transplanting, provided 
regular weeding and loosening of the soil is carried out; line sowings have given 
greater success than any other form of sowing owing to the facility with which 
weeding can be carried out. This is a suitable species for growing in irrigated 
plantations or in line sowings in conjunction with the raising of field crops. 

The tree grows readily from cuttings, 

Silvicxjltubal tbeatmeot. The tree is a useful one for afforesting 
low^-lying savannahs and moist alluvial tracts. Although natural reproduction 
is often good near seed-bearers artificial reproduction would have to be relied 
on for complete stocking. 

Rate op growth. The rate of growth is rapid. A cross-section in the 
silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun showed 26 rings for a girth, including 
bark, of 3 ft., giving a mean annual girth increment of 1*38 in. Brandis says 
that in northern India it attains a girth of 3-4 ft. in tw^elve years and 4-6 ft. 
in thirty years, giving a mean annual girth increment of 1*6 to 4 in. Gamble’s 
specimens gave 6 rings per inch of radius, representing a mean annual girth 
increment of about 1 in. 

4. Albizzia odoratissima, Benth. Syn, Mimosa odoratissima, Roxb. Black 
siris. Vern. Karmaru, Rb. ; Kali siris, bansa (C. P.), Hind. ; BilJcumbi, hilwara, 
Kan. ; Karu vagai, Tam. ; Thitmagyi, Burm. 

A large tree with graceful drooping dark green foliage. Bark grey to 
yellowish grey, dark crimson inside. The dark brown heartwood is used for 
building, carts, wdieels, furniture, &c. Haines ^ recognizes a variety A, lebbeki- 
folia in the Central Provinces, with foliage very like A, Lebbek but distinguish- 
able by the short peduncles, sessile flowers, and colour of the pods. 

^ Iixd. Forester, xxx (1904), p. 454. ^ Ibid., xl (1914), p. 227. 
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Disteibftiok and habitat. Sub-Himalayan tract and slopes and valleys 
of the Himalaya up to 5,000 ft., Bengal, Chota Nagpur, the Indian Peninsula, 
and Burma ; also in the low country of Ceylon. The tree is widely distributed, 
being a common constituent of many types of mixed deciduous forest, where 
it grows sporadically. It is frequently found on hill slopes, and sometimes in 
valleys. In northern India it is common in the outer Himalaya and in the 
Siwalik hills : it extends throughout the greater part of the Indian Peninsula in 
dry as well as in moist deciduous forests. In Ajmer-Merwara it is one of the most 
important species, growing in dry forests on hill slopes with pendula, 

Acacia Catechu, Boswdlia serrata, and other trees. In Burma it is common 
in the upper mixed forests with teak and its associates, extending into the 
drier types where the teak is associated with Pentacme suavis, Shorea obtusa, 
Dalbergia cultrata, Phyllanihus Emblica, &c. In Bombay it is common in the 
moist monsoon forests of North Kanara and the Konkan and also in the dry 
Deccan, ascending to 3,700 ft. in the Khandesh Akrani (Talbot). Bourdillon 
sa 3 ^s it is common on grass-lands and in open forest throughout Travancore 
up to 3,000 ft. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 100° to 120° P., the absolute minimum from 30° to 60° P., and the normal 
rainfall from 25 to 120 in. 

Leaf-shedding, floweeing, and fruiting. The leaves commence falling 
about December (northern India), and the new leaves appear in March-April. 
The tree sometimes becomes quite leafless for some little time, but more 
commonly the new leaves appear before the old ones have ail fallen. The 
pale yellowish white fragrant flower-heads in large terminal panicles appear 
from April to June, and by October the pods are full-sized but still green : 
they commence ripening in December (northern India), or earlier farther 
south, falling during the hot season and dehiscing as a rule after falling, though 
some may hang for a long time on the tree, dehiscing before falling. When 
ripe the pods are 5”12 in. long by 1-L3 in. broad, reddish brown or purplish 
green with darker markings over the seeds, flat and flexible, eight- to twelve- 
seeded. 

Silvicultural charagtees. The tree stands a certain amount of shade 
in youth, but may be classed as a moderate light-demander. It is not exacting 
as regards soil, though on poor soil it is somewhat stunted. Its roots are largely 
superficial, and numerous root-suckers are produced. The young plants are 
susceptible to frost, and plantations formed in Ajmer-Merwara are reported 
to have failed for this reason. The tree coppices well, and in Ajmer-Merwara 
the shoots are said to reach a height of 10 ft. in two years, but are liable to be 
killed by frost: natmal seedlings are reported to be plentiful in sheltered 
places where the soil is good.^ 

^ Rate of growth. The only measurements available are those recorded 
by Mr. Gamble from wood specimens examined by him, the average of which 
showed 4 rings per inch of radius or a mean annual girth increment of 1-57 in, 

5. Albizzia lucidEj Benth. Burmese siris. Vern. Thanthat, Burm. 

A large tree with thin greyish bark and a full crown of handsome dark 
green foliage, the leaflets fewer and larger than in other species of this genus. 

1 Working Plan for the State Forests of Ajmer-Merwara, 1896. 
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DiSTBiBtJTiOK AKD HABITAT. The sub-Himalayan tract from Nepal east- 
wards, eastern Himalayan valleys up to 2,000 ft., Assam, Chittagong, and 
Burma. The tree is often planted along avenues and in gardens outside its 
natural region, and grows well in Dehra Dun and other stations of northern 
India. It is fomid wild as a rule along the banks of streams and in moist 
places. In Burma it occurs in tropical forests where many of the species are 
evergreen, in lower mixed forests of the alluvial plains, and also in upper 
mixed deciduous forests. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 98° to 108° F., the absolute minimum from 35° to 55° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 45 to 200 in. or more. 

Lbab-sheddifg, bloweeihg, akd erijiting. The tree is leafless or nearly 
so for a short time in the early part of the hot season, about March ; the 
leaves usually turn yellow before falling. The yellowish white flowers appear 
in Aprii-May. The pods become full-sized about October-November, but are 
then unripe and green or reddish green ; they ripen from February to April 
(observed ripening February in Bengal Duars, April in Dehra Dun). When 
ripe (Fig. 183, a) they are 4-8 in. long by 0-7~l in. broad, light brown, flat, 
the seeds prominent. Most of the pods fall during the hot season, and dehisce 
as a rule after falling : they are carried by wind, with the seeds enclosed, to 
some distance from the tree. Some dehisce on the tree and a few'' of the open 
pod-valves may remain hanging as late as the following November. The 
seeds (Fig. 183, 1) are 0'3-0'4 in. long, broadly elliptical or orbicular, light 
brown, flat, smooth, with a leathery testa : about 550-600 weigh 1 oz. The 
seeds germinate readily, but so far as tests at Dehra Dun go they appear to 
lose their vitality more quickly than those of other species of Albizzia, 

Germixatiox (Fig. 183, c-g). Epigeous. After the emergence of the 
radicle the hypocotyl arches, soon straightening and carrying the cotyledons 
above ground : as a rule the testa is carried up over the cotyledons, falling 
off with their expansion. 

The seedlixg (Fig, 183). 

Roots : primary root moderately long, terete, tapering, flexuose : lateral 
roots moderate in number, fibrous, distributed down main root. Hypocotyl 
distinct from and thicker than young root, 1*2-1 *8 in. long, terete, tapering 
slightly upwards, green, minutely pubescent. Cotyledons sub-sessile, 3*5-5 in. 
by 3-4 in,, plano-convex, fleshy, elliptical orbicular, base sagittate, entire, 
glabrous, greenish yellow. /Si5em erect, wiry to woody. Leaves, first pair 
opposite, produced after a very short internode, thus emerging from between 
the cotyledons, subsequent leaves alternate. First pair simple or paripinnate 
wdth two or three pairs of leaflets or imparipinnate with five leaflets or 
bipinnate, one of the leaves often differing in form from the other. Simple 
leaves with petiole 0*1 in. long, lamina 0*8-1 *2 in. by 0*3-0*4 in., ovate or 
elliptical lanceolate, acuminate, entire, glabrescent or minutely pubescent. 
Earliest compound leaves mth rachis 0-5-0-8 in, long, leaflets opposite, very 
shortly petiolate, 0-5-0-8 in. by 0*2-0*4 in., ovate lanceolate, acuminate. 

Seedlings raised at Dehra Dun showed only moderate grow^th during the 
first two years, nursery-raised transplants having a maximum height of 6|- in. 
and 14 in. by the end of the first and second seasons respectively. The 
seedlings proved very sensitive to drought, and grew best if well watered and 
kept shaded from the sun. 
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SiLVictTLTFRAL CHARACTERS. The silvicultural characters of this tree 
have not been studied in detail. It appears to be somewhat shade-bearing, 
and requires a moist situation for its best development. It has long spreading 
lateral roots near the surface of the ground, which produce a prolific crop of 
root-suckers to a considerable distance from the tree. 

Artieicial bbpeodxjctiok. Experiments at Dehra Dun have shown that 
transplanting can be done without much difficulty both in the first and in 
the second rainy season, though this should be carried out as far as possible 
in wet weather, Fresh seed should be sown in the nursery-beds about March 
or April, the beds being kept well watered and weeded and shaded from the 
sun during the heat of the day. The transplanting of root-suckers is also 
recommended. 

6. Albizzia amara, Boivin. Syn. Mimosa amarn, Roxb. Vern. Tugli, 
tugal, Kan. ; Lallei, Deccan ; ChiJcreni, Tel. ; Thuringi, imjai, usil, Tam. 

A small or moderate-sized much-branched deciduous tree with thin smooth 
dark greenish scaly bark. The leaves have numerous small leaflets. Heart- 
wood purplish brown, very hard, used for small building material, agricultural 
implements, &c., but chiefly for fuel. 

A tree of the Indian Peninsula from Khandesh and Vizagapatam south- 
wards, on dry often hilly country. Dry regions of Ceylon. On the Laun 
sandstone plateau in Raipur, Central Provinces (Haines). It is a common 
tree in the dry mixed deciduous and thorn forests of the Deccan. It is one 
of the most characteristic trees in the dry regions of the Madras Presidency, 
often growing on very poor soil; among its chief companions are Acacia 
Latronum^ A. Catechu, A. planifrons, A. leucophloea, Chloroxylon Sivietenia, 
Dichrosfachys cinerea, Azadirachta indica, Anogeissus latifolia, Prosopis spici- 
gera, Cassia Fistula, Strychnos Nux-vomica, 8, potatorum, Phyllanthus Emhlica, 
CleistantJms colUnus, Terminalia Chebula, ' Zizyphus Xylopyrus, and Wrightia 
tinctoria. 

The tree reproduces freely from coppice-shoots and also produces root- 
suckers ; the coppice-shoots are often produced in such numbers that their 
size suffers and thinning is necessary. Natural reproduction by seed is usually 
good in areas protected from fire and grazing : goats are very partial to it, 
and it suffers much in grazed areas. The tree is usually worked as coppice 
or coppice-with-standards. It has been roughly estimated that coppice-shoots 
attain a girth of 2-| ft. in thirty years. ^ 

The yellow fragrant flower-heads appear from April to June and the pods 
ripen in the cold season, chiefly from November to January. The pods are 
5-8 in. by 0*7-1 in., thin, fiat, greyish brown, pubescent, veined, with undulate 
edges.','"' 

7. Albizzia mollis, Boivin. Sjn. A. JuUbrissin, Pink siris, 

hin siris. Yexn^ Sirin, lal siris, kurmm*a, limd. 

A moderate-sized tree of the western Himalaya, ascending to 7,000 ft. 
The tree reproduces freely from root-suckers, and is useful for afforesting 
unstable hill-sides. The large pink tassels of flowers appear from April to 
June, at which time the tree is very handsome. The pods ripen from September 
to November, and remain some time on the tree : they are 3-5 in. by 0-6-0-9 in., 
1 Tiruvannamalai Working Plan, South Arcot, 1902. 
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thin, yellow or light brown, eight- to twelve-seeded. The growth is fast; 
Gamble’s specimens showed 3-4 rings per inch of radius, which gives a mean 
annual girth increment of 1*57 to 2*1 in. 

8. Albizzia moliiccaiia, Miq. 

A very large f ast-gromng Malayan tree with light foliage and a straight 
clean smooth grey bole, branching high up. It is largely grown in Ceylon 
and Java as a shade to coffee, and is worth cultivating as a quick-growing 
shade tree for other crops requiring light shade, as it is said to possess soil- 
improving properties. It has recently been grown on land cleared for tea in 
Assam, where in the Towkok garden, Sonari, Sibsagar district, trees four years 
from seed were reported in 1913 to have grown 46 ft. in height with a girth 
of 2 ft. 9 in. at 3 ft. from ground-level. Plantations of this tree have recently 
been formed in the Andamans, where it grows well even in exposed situations 
and is not affected by wind. Plants from seed sown in December 1912 attained 
by 1916 a height of 30 to 35 ft. and a girth of 1|- to 2 ft. ; those on the soil 
of cleared evergreen forest attained in the same time a height of 40 to 45 ft. 
and a girth of 2-3 ft. at 3 ft. from ground-level. A tree in the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Peradeniya, Ceylon, eleven years old, was 125 ft. high and nearly 
11 ft. in girth at 2 ft. from the ground.^ In Ceylon the pods ripen in May- 
June ; the seeds are small, about 1,200 weighing 1 oz. The wood is soft and 
light, and suitable for tea-boxes and .planking. Owing to its rapid growth it 
should be worth planting for this purpose in suitable localities. 

5. DICHROSTACHYS, DC. 

Dichrostachys cinerea, W. and A. 

A thorny shrub or small tree with brown or grey longitudinally furrowed 
bark, found on dry stony ground in central and southern India, Rajputana,. 
the Deccan and the dry zone of Upper Burma. It occurs also in Tinnevelty,. 
along with Acacia planifwnsy on land regularly inundated by sea-water during 
the north-east monsoon, forming a dense impenetrable growth. In the dry 
regions in which it is commonly found the forest is usually of an open scrubby 
nature, situated both on liilly and on flat ground. In the Central Provinces 
it is frequent on black cotton soil. Silviculturally its chief importance in dry 
regions lies in the fact that it is very drought-resisting and reproduces freely 
by root-suckers, which are often produced at a considerable distance from 
the main stem owing to the long spreading lateral roots : thickets many 
yards in diameter are formed in this way. It is also comparatively immune 
from damage by grazing. 

The plant resembles an acacia, having bipinnate leaves with minute 
leaflets. The inflorescences are striking, consisting of cylindrical spikes of 
flowers, the upper ones yellow and bisexual and the lower ones rose-coloured 
and sterile with long staminodes. The pods are 2-3 in. long, curled and 
twisted. The flowers appear and the fruit ripens at various times according 
to locality, during the hot season, the rains, or the cold season. 

1 Cir. and Ag^r. Journ. Roy. Bot. Gardens, Geylon, Ser. I, No. 18, July 1900. 


6. ADENANTHEEA, Linn. 

Adeiiaiitliera pavonina, Linn. Yemn. Ahmjuti, Kan.; Ami, hundwnani, 
Tam. ; Bnmi. 

A handsome deciduous tree of the eastern sub-Himalayan tract, Burma, 
the Andamans, and the Western Ghats, often planted for ornament, especially 
in southern India. It attains a height of about 60 ft. The red wood is used 
for cabinet work and the scarlet seeds are used for jewellers’ weights and 
necklaces. The tree requires a moist climate to thrive well, and can be grown 
easily from large cuttings put down early in the rains. The seeds are hard, 
and germinate with some difficulty miless kept moist for some days prior to 
sowing. The tree is leafless for a short time during the cold season. The small 
yellow^ fragrant flowers appear in the hot season. The pods are linear, narrow, 
about 6-8 in. long, twisting while opening and exposing the red seeds. 

7. PITHECOLOBIUM, Martins. 

Species 1. P. didce,3eTAh..\ 2. P. Saman, Benth. 

1. Pithecolobium diilce, Benth. Syn. Inga dulcis, Willd. ; Miynosa dulcis, 
Roxb. 

A moderate-sized evergreen tree with stipular spines in pairs, a native 
of Mexico but commonly cultivated in India and Lower Burma as a hedge 
plant, and in southern India also as a fuel tree. On the coast of the Nellore 
district of Madras it has been planted on pure sand in the casuarina plantations 
as a safeguard against fungus disease in the casuarina. For hedges it is usual 
to sow the seed at site, and to trim the plants. The small globular heads of 
white flowers appear in January-February and the pods ripen from April to 
June ; the latter are 4-5 in. long by 0-3-0-4 in. broad, twisted, with black 
seeds embedded in a spongy edible pulp. The growth is fast. The tree 
coppices vigorously, and stands a good deal of shade. Parker^ gives the 
following note regarding its susceptibility to frost in the Punjab : 

^ In Lahore it suffers considerably from frost. Seedlings planted in the 
Changa Manga Rest House Garden grown from seed received in 1912 from 
Sonora, Mexico, were uninjured by three nights’ frost when the shade tempera- 
ture sank to 27^, 27°, 26° F., although they were only a foot or so high and 
were quite unprotected. In 1914-15 plants from Indian seed were killed by 
frost in Lahore, but plants from Sonoran seed w^ere uninjured, though they 
were not protected in any way. Hence it appears that the Sonora plant is 
a more frost-hardy variety than the one hitherto grown, which has not got 
beyond the South and Eastern portions of the Province owing to frost.’ 

2. Pithecolobium Samaiij Benth.” Rain tree. 

A large tree with a broad spreading crown, branching low down and 
forming a short bole. A native of tropical South America, it has been largely 
planted along roadsides in some of the warmer parts of India, and particularly 
in Lower Burma, where it is one of the commonest roadside trees. It will 
not stand the colder parts of northern India, but elsewhere it is not particular 
as to soil, and will thrive even in comparatively dry climates, as at Mandalay, 
though it grows best in a moist climate. In the delta districts of Burma it 

^ For. Flora Punjab, p. 201. 
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is capable of growing in some of the wettest places, rapidly killing out grasses 
with its broad crown ; it has therefore been suggested as a suitable tree for 
planting up grassy blanks in the fuel reserves in swampy localities, with the 
view of killing out grass and enabling other species of trees to be introduced 
afterwards. The pods contain a sweet edible pulp, and are readily eaten by 
cattle ; the wood, however, is of little value. In Burma the flowers with 
their pink tufts of stamens appear in the hot season, chiefly in April and May, 
and the pods ripen from March to May. The growth is very rapid, and the 
tree is easily raised from seed ; it can also be growm from cuttings.* 


8. LEUCAENA, Benth. 

Leucaena glauca, Benth. Lead tree. 

An unarmed evergreen large shrub or small tree, a native of tropical 
America and naturalized in other tropical regions of the world. It is planted 
in the plains of India, often as a hedge plant, and regenerates freely from 
self-sown seed. It occurs in the Phillaur plantation on the Punjab plains, 
where natural seedlings appear readily and stand a fair amount of shade. 
In the Philippines, where it is known as ipil-ipil, its growth in youth, accordihg 
to Mr. D. M. Matthews,^ is extremely rapid, seedling plants twenty-six months 
old varying from 3 to 5 cm. (1*2 to 2 in.) in diameter at breast height. It 
coppices vigorously and the growth of coppice-shoots is much more rapid than 
that of seedling plants, the shoots reaching a height of 5 m. (16-4 ft.) and 
a breast-height diameter of 6 cm. (2 in.) in one year. Coppice coupes one year 
old on well-drained soil were f oxmd to yield more than 90 stacked cubic metres 
per hectare (1,287 cub. ft. per acre), including brushwood of all sizes, while 
coupes two years old yielded up to 114 stacked cubic metres per hectare of 
material large enough for fuel, giving an annual production of 57 cubic metres 
per hectare or 815 cub. ft. per acre. 

The utility of this species for afforesting grass-lands with the view of 
preparing the way for the introduction of timber trees has been proved in 
the Philippines. The dominant grass is Impemta exaltata, with which few 
species are able to compete owing to its dense mass of rhizomes and roots. 
The usual custom is to burn the grass immediately before the rainy season 
and to sow the Leucaena seed broadcast at the beginning of the rains : plough- 
ing up the ground before sowing the seed is considered likely to give better 
results. Where seed is not sufficiently plentiful sowing in ploughed lines or 
transplanting from the nursery is suggested. The plant flowers and fruits at 
a very early age, good seed being produced by vigorous plants in the first or 
second year. In the Philippines the plant grows at comparatively low" eleva- 
tions in regions where the rainfall varies from 40 to 160 in. It is not particular 
as to soil, though it flourishes best on deep moist soil. 

^ Bureau of Forestry, Philippines, Bull. No. 13, 1914. 
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ORDER XXIV. ROSACEAE 

This order is of little importance from a forest point of view, except that 
many of the species reproduce freely by means of root-suckers and are thus 
useful in clothing unstable hill-sides. This characteristic may, however, in 
some cases render them noxious weeds, as in the case of certain species of 
Riihus and Rosa, which form dense thickets in moist places, impeding the 
reproduction of forest trees. Ruhus lasiocarpus, Sm., a scrambling shrub of 
the outer Himalaya, has an effective means of spreading by long flexible 
whip-like pendulous shoots which are produced in the rainy season and grow 
rapidly. The ends of these shoots are soft, and as soon as they come in contact 
with the ground they produce roots w^hich quickly take a firm hold of the 
ground and in their turn produce new plants, a dense gregarious mass of 
interlacing brambles being formed in time. Of climbers, Rosa moschata, Mill., 
and R. Leschenaultiana, W. and A., deserve mention. The former is a common 
Himalayan species, often attaining considerable thickness and climbing to 
some height ; although extremely handsome when in flower in the spring, it 
is often noxious to tree growth, causing suppression with its mass of scrambling 
branches and foliage. The latter is a large climber of the hills of southern 
India, very common in the Nilgiri sholas. 

This order contains several important fruit trees grown in India, chiefly 
in the hills, namely Prunus armeniaca, Linn., the apricot ; P. persica, Benth. 
and Hook, f ., the peach ; P. communis, Huds., the plum ; P. Amygdalus, Bail!., 
the almond ; P. Cerasus, Linn., the cherry ; Pyrus Malus, Linn., the apple ; 
P. communis, Linn., the pear; and Eriohotrya japonica, Lindl., the loquat. 

The Rosaceae are with few exceptions MU species, the majority Hima- 
layan, several in the hills of southern India and some in Baluchistan and the 
hills of Assam and Burma. 

Genera 1. Prunus, Linn. ; 2. Pyrus, Linn. 

1. PRUNUS, Linn. 

Species 1. P. Puddum, Roxb; 2. P. Padus, Linn; 3. P. mpalensis, 
Hook. f. 

1. Prunus Puddum, Roxb. Vern. Hind. Indian wild cherry. 

A tree of the Himalaya, at 2,500-8,000 ft., Khasi hills and hills of Upper 
Burma, often cultivated. Bark greyish brown, smooth, shining, peeling off 
in thin horizontal strips like that of the common cherry. Gamble notes that 
there are two varieties of the tree in the Darjeeling hills: (1) a very large tree 
with crimson flowers wMch appear in March, and (2) a smaU or medium-sized 
tree with pink flowers wMch appear in October-November. The latter is the 
common one in the western Himalaya, both wild and cultivated. It is small 
or moderate-sized, producing clusters of pink flowers in the autumn or early 
winter, chiefly from October to December, though it occasionally flowers 
partiaUy out of season, e. g. in July. The oldleaves turn yellow and fall from 
October to December, the new flush appearing before the old ones have all 
fallen, and remaining fresh and green through the winter. The fruit, a yellow 
and red ovoid drupe 0-4-0-6 in. long, ripens chiefly from April to June. The 
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seeds are spread by birds. In Burma the tree is evergreen or nearly so, and 
this is also the case in the western Himalaya. When in flower it is very 
handsome. In the western Himalaya it is common in open village lands 
as well as in the forest. It stands a fair amount of shade, and may be found 
flourishing under the moderate shade of other trees, though it flowers best 
in the open. It reproduces fairly freely from root-suckers, and can be grown 
from cuttings ; it forms a good stock plant for the common cherry. 

2. Prunus PadttSj, Linn. Syn. Padus cornuta, Carr. ; Cerasus cormita, 
Wall. Bird cherry. Vern. Paras, halakat, zam, Pb. ; Jamana, jamoi, 
Jaunsar. 

A moderate-sized or large deciduous tree with brown scaly bark. Wood 
with a handsome silver grain, suitable for furniture and deserving to be better 
known. In Europe it is usually a rather small tree, but in the Himalaya it 
attains a height of 60 ft. or sometimes more, and a girth of 6 ft. or over. 

Distribution and habitat. This is the most widely distributed of all 
the species of Prunus, and is found throughout the greater part of Europe, 
in Siberia, Manchuria, North China, Japan, Persia, the Caucasus, and the 
Himalaya. In the Himalaya it is common chiefly at 6,000-10,000 ft., often 
occurring more or less gregariously on rather moist pasture grounds and in 
forest glades, associated with Acer caesium, Aesculus indica, Ulmus WaUichiana, 
and other broad-leaved species, as well as with conifers, particularly with yew 
(Taxus haccata), which in Hazara is often in the form of an underwood to it 
(see Pig. 185). It is particularly common in Hazara, where it attains very fair 
dimensions : on the higher ridges and grazing grounds at 9,000-10,000 ft., 
where it is plentiful, it is often associated with Pyrus lanata. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. The leaves turn red and 
fall in the autumn, the tree remaining leafless during the winter and the ne%v 
leaves appearing in the spring. The racemes of small white flowers appear 
from April to June, and the fruits, red to nearly black drupes about 0*4 in. 
in diameter, ripen from August to October. Fig. 184, a, shows the fruit-stone. 
The seed is disseminated by birds, which eat the fruits. 

Germination (Fig. 184, 5, c). Epigeous. The fruit-stone splits in two, 
enabling the radicle to emerge. The hypocotyl elongates, carrying the coty- 
ledons above ground, while the tw^o halves of the fruit-stone are left on the 
ground. 

The seedling (Fig. 184). 

Roots : primary root moderately long, wiry, flexuose : lateral roots 
moderate in number and length, fibrous, distributed down main root. Hypo- 
cotyl distinct from root, 1*2 in. long, terete, fusiform or tapering upwards, 
red, minutely pubescent and tender when young, brown, glabrous and woody 
in second year. Cotyledons: petiole very short, flattened : lamina 0*25-0*3 in. 
by 0*15-0*2 in., plano-convex, fleshy, elliptical or obovate, entire, glabrous. 
Stem erect, slightly ^compressed, minutely pubescent ; first internode, above 
cotyledons, 0*6-1 *5 m. long, subsequent internodes of first season very short, 
leaves being crowded together. Leaves simple, first pair opposite, subsequent 
leaves alternate or sub-opposite, approximate. Stipules 0*2-0*3 in. long, 
linear acuminate, fimbriate. Petiole 0*2-0*4 in. long. Lamina 1-2*5 in. by 
0*5-1 in., ovate lanceolate, acute or acuminate, base acute or tapering, serrate, 
glabrous, venation arched, veins prominent, depressed above, raised beneath, 
lateral veins 7-10 pairs. 
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The growth of the seedling is somewhat slow, natural seedlings attaining 
a height of about 3-5 in. during the first season and 9 in. to 1 ft. in three years. 

SiLVictrLTiJEAL OHAEACTERS. The tree is a moderate light-demander. 
It coppices well and produces root-suckers freely, especially when trees are 
felled or when the superficial roots are exposed and wounded. The branches 
are somewhat liable to be broken by snow. 

Natural bepeoduction. Under natural conditions the seed germinates 
about April. Seedlings spring up in abundance on newly exposed ground, 
and particularly on deep loose rubble ; natural reproduction may often be 
found in quantity on landslips and places recently eroded by snow. 

3. Prunus nepalensis. Hook. f. Vern. Amjpatti, Nep. 

A large tree of the central and eastern Himalaya at 6,000-10,000 ft., 
Khasi hiUs, Upper Burma In evergreen forest in the Ruby Mines district at 
6,000 ft. Bark greyish black, thin, smooth ; branches verticillate. Mr. E. B. 
Manson ^ says the seeds, which are distributed by birds, germinate very easily 
in the end of February and the beginning of March, even when hoar-frost is 
frequent, and that the seedlings seem to thrive almost as well under cover 
as in the open, and are very common and useful for restocking blanks. He 
adds that the tree has an extensive range, but in the Darjeeling hiUs it thrives 
best between 6,000 and 6,500 ft. ; here it grows quickly, and sound trees of 
8 to 10 ft. in girth with fine straight boles are met with. In this locality the 
new leaves appear in March, the flowers in May, and the fruit ripens in 
October-November . ^ 


2. PYRUS, Linn. 

Pyrus Pashia, Ham. Syn. P. variolosa, Wall. Vern. Patangi, Hazara ; 
Kdint, mehdl, W. Him. 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree of the Himalaya at 2,000-8,000 ft., 
Khasi hills and hills of Upper Burma. In the outer Himalaya it is very 
common on open sunny slopes, often with Quercus incaha, Rhododendron 
arhorsum, Berberis aristata, B, Lycium, and Pieris ovalifolia, and lower down 
with Piniis longifoUa, while at the base of the hills it is associated with low- 
level species, for example at Dehra Dun. It has spreading superficial roots 
and reproduces with great freedom from root-suckers, especially on hill-sides 
where the roots have become exposed ; in this respect it is useful in preventing 
landslips. It can be grown from cuttings, and forms a useful stock for the 
apple. The leaves fall in November or early December, turning nearly black 
before falling, and the trees are leafless until the following March or April, 
when the new leaves appear * at low elevations they may appear as early 
as February. The white flowers appear with the new leaves, but occasionally 
trees may be seen flowering out of season, as late as July. The fruit is a globose 
five-celled pome 0-6-1-2 in. in diameter, greenish brown, covered with raised 
light grey dots, resembling a miniature apple, with brownish black shining 
seeds like small apple seeds. The fruits become full-sized by about July or 
August, but remain hard, with a firm whitish very astringent flesh until 
November-December, when the flesh begins to rot and turn black and sweetish : 

^ Working Plan for the Darjeeling Porests, 1893. ^ Gamble, Darjeeling List. 
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Fig. 186. Bucldandia popuhtea, mature tree, girth Fig. 187. Bucklandia populnea, pole (in centre \^dth Fig. 188. BiicUandia j^opiihiMi plantation between 

22 ft. 6 in., height 140 ft., bole 85 ft., Darjeeling hills. man at base) grown in sufficiently close crop to produce 20 and 30 jmars old. 

a clean bole, Darjeeling hills. 
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they are conspicuous on the leafless trees during the earlier part of the winter. 
The fruits are left untouched by birds, though sometimes eaten by monkeys, 
until they become over-ripe, in which condition they are eagerly devoured by 
birds, including crows, which visit the leafless trees in winter, testing each 
fruit and eating those which have become soft and leaving those which have 
not yet reached this condition ; in this way the seeds are scattered. 

Gamble notes that the leaves are attacked by the fungus Gymnosporangium 
Cunningha7nia7ium, BarcL, whose alternate generation is on the Himalayan 
that another species is also found on it, G, cMvariaefonne^ Jacq., 
whose alternate generation is probably on the juniper. 

The growth is moderate. Gamble’s specimens showed 8 rings per inch 
of radius, or a mean annual girth increment of 0-78 in. A cross-section 
2 ft. 10 in. in girth in the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun had 31 rings, 
giving a mean annual girth increment of 1*1 in. 

ORDER XXV. HAMAMELIDACEAE 

Genera 1. Bucklakdia, R. Br. ; 2. Paeeotia, C. A. Meyer. 

1. BUCKLANDIA, R. Br. 

Bucklandia populnea, R. Br. Vern. PipU, E. Him. 

A tall handsome evergreen tree with cordate shining coriaceous leaves 
and thick fleshy stipules. Bark of poles blackish and slightly rough, that of 
old trees reddish brown and deeply furrowed. The bole is long but seldom 
entirely free from side branches, and the crown is dense and spreading ; poles 
grown in the open are pyramidal in shape, and often have several leading 
shoots. The tree reaches very large dimensions, attaining a height up to 
140 to 150 ft. Mr. H. S. Gibson records a tree 22 ft. 6 in. in girth (see Fig. 186) ; 
the largest apparently sound stem measured by him was 17 ft. in girth. 

This is one of the most valuable trees of the Darjeeling hills, with a reddish 
brown durable wood used for planking, flooring, door and window frames, 
and many other purposes. It is one of the best trees for afforestation and 
for the protection of hill slopes liable to landslips ; it is also an excellent 
soil-improver. It was at one time so extensively cut out in the Darjeeling 
forests that there are now very few large trees left, and the timber seldom 
comes on to the market ; it is, however, being extensively planted. 

DiSTEiBiTTiojsr AND HABITAT. The eastern Himalaya, Khasi hills, Maiiipur, 
and the hills of Martaban. In the Darjeeling hills it is found between 3,000 
and 8,000 ft., but thrives best between 4,000 and 6,500 ft. The climate here 
is moist, the normal rainfall being about 120 to 160 in. The tree is found 
on various aspects ; a northerly aspect suits it best, no doubt owing to 
favourable conditions of soil moisture, but plantations on southerly dry slopes 
have succeeded well, showing that it is adaptable. It prefers a thoroughly 
moist sandy loam, though it does well on clayey soils, and is not exacting: 
it grows better in depressions than on ridges. The tree grows in mixture with 
other species of the Darjeeling hills, but has a great tendency to regenerate 
on newly exposed ground on landslips and similar places, where it often forms 
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pure groups ; oil such places it is frequently associated with Alnus nepalensis, 
which also regenerates freely on newly exposed ground. It occurs sometimes 
on precipitous groimd. 

FLOWEnma and erijiting. The tree produces flowers and fruits at 
various seasons^ and one tree in flower and another in fruit may be found 
side bjT- side. The fruit is a small globose capsule, in which the lower seeds 
are winged and fertile and the upper ones are sterile. The seeds (Fig. 189, a) 
are 0*2-0-3 in. long, compressed, angular, reddish brown, smooth, moderately 
hard, light, about 7,000 weighing 1 oz. The small light winged seeds are 
capable of being blown to a considerable distance by the wind. Good seed- 
years are of frequent occurrence. Although seed is obtainable at almost any 
time of year, Mr. J. B. P. Gent has observed that seed collected in March 
gives the best results, possibly because the climatic conditions in the following 
months are most favourable for germination and early development ; these 
conditions are sufficient warmth and probable showers of rain in May. Great 
care is necessary in collecting the seed. If collected a day or two before it is 
actually ripe it will not germinate, while if collection be delayed too long 
the seed will have escaped from the capsules. The fruits should therefore be 
collected when they are just commencing to open and spread in the sun to 
open them, the seed then being shaken out and sown at once. 

Germination (Fig. 189, ft-i). Epigeous. The whitish radicle emerges 
from one end of the seed, the hypocotyl elongates by arching and soon 
straightens, carrying the cotyledons above ground. The testa is almost always 
carried up over the cotyledons, and frequently adheres to the end of one of 
them after they expand, eventually falling to the ground. 

The seedling (Fig. 189). 

Boots : primary root moderately long, at first thin and delicate, after- 
wards wiry, flexuose : lateral roots numerous, long, fibrous. Hypocotyl 
distinct from root, 0*5-0*8 in. long, terete or slightly compressed, white or pink 
turning green, minutely pubescent. Cotyledons : petiole about 0-05 in. long : 
lamina 0‘3~0-35 in. by 0-2 in., foliaceous, somewhat fleshy, elliptical or ovate, 
apex rounded, entire, glabrous. Stem erect, terete or slightly compressed, 
pubescent, appearing jointed owing to the ring-like scars left by the stipules 
after falling. Leaves simple, alternate. Stipules 0*2 by 0-1 in. in young seed- 
lings, up to 0-8 by 0*4 in. in second season, somewhat unequally elliptical, 
pubescent, enclosing the terminal bud, deciduous. Petiole 0*2-2 in., pubescent. 
Lamina 1-2*5 in. by 0*9-2 in., cordate, acuminate, entire, glabrous above, 
slightly pubescent beneath, venation arcuate with five prominent veins from 
the base. The leaves increase considerably in size, to about 4-5 in. long and 
broad in the second season. 

The growth of the seedling for the first few years is somewhat slow. It 
reaches a height of only a few inches by the end of the first season, adding 
a few inches more by the end of the second season ; plants raised at Dehra 
Dun were 4-10 in. high at the end of the second season. The seedlings are 
capable of standing a fair amount of shade, but once established they develop 
much better if full light is admitted ; shade tests at Dehra Dun showed that 
they are killed by very dense shade. In heavy weed-growth the young plants 
become suppressed, but if they surmomit the weeds their strong leaders 
penetrate through almost anything. At Dehra Dun they were found to damp 
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off if given too miicli water. The seedling is sensitive to frost, but in its 
natural home it is usually out of danger after it reaches a height of 3 or 4 ft. 
At Dehra Dun seedlings in the open were killed in large numbers during the 
winter. The young plant is not usually considered very sensitive to drought 
in the Darjeeling hills, but at Dehra Dun seedlings in the open died off in 
large numbers during the hot weather even when watered, whereas those 
kept under slight shade survived. 

SiLVicuLTUEAL CHAEAOTEES. The tree is a shade-bearer, and also gives 
heavy shade ; it develops best, however, with abundant overhead light, 
though it requires to be grown in a close crop in order to counteract its 
tendency to form numerous side branches. Fig. 187 shows a pole grown in 
a crop sufficiently dense to produce a clean bole. It does not coppice except 
when young, and it does not produce root-suckers. It is sensitive to frost 
in youth, but later it is immime in its natural home. In dry situations it is 
liable to suffer from prolonged drought, but in the Darjeeling hills it is seldom 
severely tried in this respect. It is very sensitive to fire, and although pole 
crops are capable of surviving light ground fires they are killed by severe 
fires. The young plants are sensitive to grazing ; they are readily eaten by 
cattle and by deer, and plantations accordingly require to be fenced, par- 
ticularly against the latter. 

Natxjeal REPEODucTioisr. As already mentioned, the small light winged 
seeds are carried by wind to a considerable distance from the tree, and seedlings 
are therefore often found a long way from any seed-bearer. The tendency to 
regenerate in masses on newly exposed gromid on landslips and similar places 
has already been noted : this is a characteristic of many species with small 
light seeds, and is due largely to the fact that such seeds are unable to reach 
the ground when it is covered with a mass of undergrowth or a low thick 
herbaceous growth of weeds and grass, while the small seedling is unable to 
effect contact with the mineral soil except where the latter is exposed. Natural 
seedlings, however, are not confined to landslips, and are found in other places 
where there is no heavy soil-covering and where the shade is not too dense 
for their development, for instance along paths, on ridges, and sometimes in 
the forest itself where conditions are favourable. 

Artificial eeprodtjctioh. The tree has been extensively grown in 
plantations in the Darjeeling hiUs, Seed is sometimes sown broadcast on 
landslips, but otherwise transplanting from the nursery is the invariable rule. 
Pure plantations have been found to give better results than plantations 
where BucUandia is mixed with Michelia excelsa and oaks. Experience has 
also shown the unsatisfactory results of wide spacing owing to the tendency 
of this species to form numerous side branches ; a spacing of not more than 
6 ft. by 6 ft. is now considered advisable. 

The usual method adopted in the forest nurseries in the Darjeeling hills 
is to sow freshly collected seed in nursery beds of fine earth in March or April, 
the seed being lightly covered with earth. The seedlings are either pricked 
out 6 in. by 6 in, at the end of the first season and again transplanted 6 in. 
apart in lines 9 in. apart at the end of the second season, or left for two years 
in the seed-beds and transplanted into nursery lines 1 ft, apart in the third 
season. Beds containing seedlings up to two years old are protected by screens 
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from heavy rain, from frost in the winter, and from a hot smi in the summer. 
The seedlings are usually kept in the nursery until four years old, by which 
time they are about 3 ft. high and are large enough to plant out into the 
forest ; they can be transplanted when three years old, but they are usually 
somewhat small and the extra cost of cleaning makes it preferable to keep 
them a year longer in the nursery. 

Transplanting is usually carried out in the rainy season from June till 
early August. A break in the rains is considered the best time, as plants 
pitted out in rainy weather are apt to become water-logged and to die owing 
to an accumulation of water in the pit. Nursery plants often have too much 
foliage, and this should be reduced at the time of planting to prevent excessive 
transpiration. Winter planting is possible, but the risk of frost damage makes 
rains planting preferable. In places subject to severe frost it is customary 
to protect the plants during the first year after transplanting, usually by means 
of a leafy branch stuck in the ground beside the plant and broken over it. 
The plantations require to be fenced against deer. 

In the Mongpoo plantations of the Cinchona Department a different 
method is adopted. The seed is sown in March and April in well-manured 
seed-beds under the shelter of double bamboo mats. When about 3 in. high 
the seedlings are pricked out about 3 in. apart : they are kept well weeded 
and watered, and by the end of June in the second year are about 8 or 9 in. 
high. The shelter of bamboo mats is then gradually remdved and the seedlings 
are transplanted with balls of earth, the planting holes being dug to a depth 
of 18 in. at least a fortnight in advance. The plants are tended carefully for 
the first year or so after they are put out, and when there is danger of drought 
the ground around their roots is covered with grass. When the ground becomes 
hard it is forked up all round the plants. Under this treatment the growth is 
fast, the plants attaining a height of 20 ft. in seven or eight years on good soil. 

Kg. 190 shows a young plantation, and Kgs, 188 and 191 show older 
plantations. 

SiLViouLTUUAL TREATMENT. The best treatment for BucMandia is to 
grow it in dense pure crops with sufficient side shade to prevent the formation 
of side branches but with abundant overhead light to promote height-growth. 
The tending of natural plants or crops as well as of plantations requires to be 
carried out with this object in view. 

Rate of growth. Young plants ordinarily reach a height of 3 ft. in 
five years and 8 to 15 ft. in ten years. At fifteen years the height is about 
15 to 25 ft., and at twenty years about 30 to 40 ft., with a girth of 1|- to 2 ft. 
According to Gamble the radial growth is 6 to 7 rings per inch of radius, repre- 
senting a mean annual girth increment of 0-9 to 1 in., which is fairly fast. 

A plantation below Rangirum in the Darjeeling hills, shown in Fig. 191, 
was measured in 1917 with the following results : 



No. of stems 

Mean 

Mean 

Solid volume 

Age. 

per acre. 

girth. 

height. 

per acre. 

years. 


in. 

ft. 

cub. ft. 

' 38 

■ : 22o / , , 

36-2 

79 

4,517 (timber 2,889 cub. ft.) 


A thinning carried out that year gave a total of 1,632 cub, ft., of which 
timber amounted to 878 cub. ft. 
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2. PARROTIA, C. A. Meyer. 

Parrotia JacqaeiHontiaiia, Dene. Himalayan witch-liazeL Vern. Pdser, 
Mldr, shtar, Punjab. 

A large gregarious deciduous shrub or small tree, strongly resembling 
a hazel, occurring between 3,000 and 8,500 ft. in the Himalaya from the 
Jumna westward. It is used chiefly for wicker-work for the walls of houses 
and for rope-bridges, the twigs being flexible and very tough : it is also used 
for walking-sticks and other purposes. Silviculturally it is of importance 
owing to the abundance with which it springs up as an underwood in certain 
localities. It coppices very vigorously, stands a certain amount of shade, and 
forms dense masses which impede the reproduction of deodar, blue pine, 
and other trees. It is a good soil-improver, and if it can be kept down 
sufficiently to allow young deodar and pine to penetrate its cover they grow 
well : the only means of ensuring this seems to be to cut back the Parrotia 
repeatedly, a costly operation owing to its vigorous power of coppicing. 

ORDER XXVI. RHIZOPHORACEAE 

This order comprises for the most part a number of littoral species collec- 
tively known as mangroves, which, together with certain species belonging to 
other natural orders, make up the curious littoral forest formation known as 
mangrove swamp, ©f non-littoral species the most important is Oamllia 
Roxb. 

Maijtgeove swamp. Mangrove forest is found in littoral regions through- 
out the tropics, not along sandy beaches or rocky shores which are exposed to 
the full force of the wind and the waves, but in the estuaries of rivers, in creeks 
and lagoons, and on low islands where the force of these agencies is not so 
strong. In such places the mangrove belt occupies a strip of low-tying muddy 
ground, subject to inundation by ordinary tides, the strip varying in width 
from less than a hundred yards to several miles. 

Distribution- and species. In a classification of the mangrove forma- 
tions of the world two broad but well-defined areas are distinguishable— -an 
eastern area embracing East Africa, Asia, and the Polynesian Islands down 
to Australia, and a western area comprising the coasts of America and West 
Africa. The species in the respective areas are distinct, but the eastern area 
is far richer in species than the western. The most extensive and highly 
developed mangrove forests are found in the Malayan region, and particularly 
in the island of Borneo, where the configuration of the country favours the 
formation of mangrove swamps over large areas in the coastal regions.^ 

In the Indo-Burman region the mangrove forests are distributed to 
a greater or less extent in suitable localities throughout the coastal regions, 
from the delta of the Indus in Sind southwards along the west coast of the 
Peninsula down to Travaticore, from the Sundarbans southwards along the 
east coast of the Peninsula and down the coast of Chittagong, Arakan, and 
Burma; also along the coast of the Andamans and adjacent islands. The 
mangrove forests of Arakan are estimated to cover 948 square miles, while 
^ Distribution and Utilization of the Mangrove Swamps of Malaya, F. W. Foxworthy, 1909 
(Ann. Jard. Bot. Biiitenzorg, 2® s6r., Suppl. III). 
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there are further large stretches of maiigTove both north and south of Mergui 
along the coast and round the islands. 

The natural orders and the principal species which make up the mangrove 
formations of the Indo-Burman region, and the localities in which they are 
known to occur, are given in the following tentative table : 

Distribution of mangrove swamp species ' in the Indo-Burman region. 
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Although the species mentioned in this table occur in the mangrove 
swamps, some of them are by no means confined to them, and may extend to 
the drier ground farther inland. 

Characteeistios oe mangrove swamps. Mangrove swamps are formed 
on the silt which is washed down by rivers and creeks, and which, subject to 
occasional erosion, gradually spreads seawards, the mangrove spreading with 
it and helping, by means of its dense growth and mass of roots, to hold up the 
silt and form new land. As the silt accumulates the ground graduall37- rises 
and becomes drier, and an entirely new formation replaces the mangrove; 
this formation occurs on land which is inundated only by spring tides, and 
is commonly known as tidal forest. The most important Indian species of the 
tidal forest is the sundri (Heritiera Fornes), Although some of the species of 
the mangrove swamp extend into this forest many new species appear. The 
mangrove formation extends up rivers sometimes for miles, and is usually 
intersected by numerous creeks, which are often dry at low tide but can be 
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ascended by boats at high tide. The groxmd is a soft mud which is often 
STteP, L o™ be traversed on foot, with some difficolty md .bscomlort, 
low mL On the seaward side there is usuady a stretch ol shallow water 
into which the mangrove is spreading, and approach by boatirom that side is 
often difficult or impossible ; the mangrove swamp can, however, be penetrated 

by boat and often by launch, along the creelcs. ^ ^ 

Root-system. The root-system of the mangroves is highly specialized. 

In the case of Bhizophora the lower part of the stem dies early and the stem 
is supported by numerous stilt-like roots which raise it above the mud, while 
aerial roots are sent down from the stem and branches and anchor themselves 
in the ground. These stilt-roots are covered by water at high tide and expose 
at low tide. Ehizophora is usually characteristic of the outer edge of the 
mangrove swamp, and the mass of stilt-roots is a conspicuous sight on approach- 
ing the shore. These peculiar stilt-roots are not conspicuously developed in 
otter species of the mangrove formation except in Acanthus %hcijohus, a tlnstle- 
like herbaceous or shrubby plant with prickly leaves, which sometimes forms 
a dense undergrowth. In other species the roots are superficial, twisting 
about on the surface of the mud, sometimes ribbon-shaped as in Carapa 
obovata, sometimes bending out of the mud in the form of knees (i. e. Jmee- 
rooted) as in Bruguiera, Kandelia, md Lumnitzera. Some species produce 
pneumatophores which rise out of the mud from the superficial roots and 
resemble inverted tent-pegs. The ribbon-roots, knee-roots, and vertical 
pneumatophores, some mere knobs or finger-like outgrowths and others, as 
in Sonneratia apetala and Avicennia officmahs, of consffierable size, are a 
adaptations for supplying the roots with oxygen, and are covered with lentiyels 
or exhibit other devices for breathing purposes, such as the shedding of cortex. 

Leae-stepctxtee. The habitat of the mangroves, namely swampy 
ground impregnated with salt, is a physiologicaUy dry one, and the leaves of 
the trees therefore possess a marked xerophilous structure with a thick 
cuticle, large mucilage-cells, protected stomata, and especially a large-celled 
thin-waUed, aqueous tissue, the dimensions of wMch increase with the age “ 
the leaf and with the corresponding rise in the amount of salt contained. Old 
leaves serve essentially as water-reservoirs for the younger leaves ^(Schimper). 

Gbeminatiov. One of the most interesting characteristics of the Rhizo- 
phoraceae is that they exhibit vivipary. The fruit is indehiscent, and therq is 
no resting stage for the embryo as in the case of normal seeds. As soon as the 
fruit is fully developed the embryo commences to grow inside it ; the radicle 
soon pierces its apex, and the hypocotyl elongates and protrudes, hanging 
vertically from the fruit. After it has reached a length varying from a few 
inctes in some species to 1^-2 ft. or more in the case of BMzophora mucronaUi , 
the embryo plant falls, leaving the cotyledons inside the fruit, which remains 
on the tree. The lower part of the hypocotyl is thicker than the upper part, 
and in some cases the lower extremity (radicle) comes to a sharp point ; when 
the embryo falls into the mud, therefore, it becomes firmly planted in a more 
or less vertical position. Within a short time of falling the yomig seedling 
produces rootlets from its lower extremity, thus further establishing itself, 
and before long the first pair of foliage leaves are produced at its apex. The 
embryos are buoyant, and if they do not obtain an immediate footing under 
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the parent tree, or are uprooted, they are carried by water and find a resting- 
place in the mnd, eventually establishing themselves in an upright position 
through the positively geotropic nature of the lower extremity and the 
negatively geotrophic nature of the upper extremity (shoot). 

It will thus be seen that the term sowing or dibbling of mangrove seed is 
strictly speaking incorrect ; it is the embryo or young seedling which is planted 
in the ground. 

In the other species of the mangrove formation vivipary is also exhibited 
by Aegiceras majus and Avicennia officmalis, and although it does not occur 
in other species, the embryos of some, particularly those of AcantMis ilicifolius, 
are always further developed than is usual in inland plants. 

Local occuerexce of species. The requirements of the va.rious species 
of the mangrove swamp differ to some extent, particularly as regards water, 
and their local distribution is influenced accordingly. The species of Mhizo- 
f lhora grow typically on the outer and seaw^ard fringe of the swamp, where 
the water is most salty and exposure to wind and wave is greatest. R. mucro- 
nata can apparently live in pure salt water, for Schimper notes that he has 
seen it thriving on the rocky ground of the coral islands of the Java Sea, w^here 
there is no fresh w^ater.^ Ceriops spp. grow’ well out in the sw^amp. Bmgtiiera 
gymnorhiza and B. parviflora require a greater admixture of fresh water, and 
grow farther inland behind the Rhizophora^ the first named, the largest of the 
mangroves, overtopping the surrounding vegetation. Sonneratiu spp. and 
Avicennia officinalis not only grow in deep mud in the mangrove swamp, but 
also extend some distance inland into the tidal forest, and are found in the 
upper stretches of the tidal streams. Garapa spp. occur mainly in the drier 
parts of the swamp, often near or just beyond high-water mark, and extend 
into the tidal forest in areas remote from the mangrove sw amp. Avicennia 
officinalis may occur near the outer edge of the sw^amp or at some distance 
up tidal streams on wet ground : it sometimes comes up in abundance on 
cleared areas. Acanthus iliclfolnis sometimes forms a rather dense prickly 
undergrowth, growing near the sea. The palm Nipa fruiicans is at times very 
abundant, not only in the mangrove swamp but also in the drier tidal forest 
beyond high tide, forming fringes along the banks of creeks. 

Interference with the free flow of tidal water and of fresh water from the 
landw^ard side may alter the character of or destroy the normal vegetation 
of the mangrove swamp. Thus at Port Blair in the Andamans attempted 
reclamation by means of embankments has rendered large areas unfit for the 
growth of mangroves, and marshy blanks have resulted. 

Method of working mangrove forest. The working of mangrove 
forest is carried out under different methods. The coppicing and pollarding 
capacity of the different species have not been studied in detail. In unregulated 
fellings rough pollarding is often carried out. Working plans for mangrove 
areas in the Madras Presidency prescribe coppice fellings under a rotation of 
five years in one case and ten years in another. Larger trees wdiich have been 
pollarded are said to have thrown out vigorous pollard-shoots. In the Anda- 
mans a considerable area has been clear-felled and replanted. In the Federated 
Malay States the selection system is in operation, the felling cycle being tw^enty 

^ Plant Gleography, p. 396, 
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years, and the minimum felling limit being a girth of 1 ft. at 4|- ft. from ground- 
level. The system is said to be difficult to control, and when, as sometimes 
happens, the crop consists mainly of stems 1 ft. in girth and over, clearings 
may result, and artificial reproduction has to be resorted to.^ The retention 
of seed-bearers in such places should help to regenerate the blanks naturally. 

Artificial BEPRonucTioisr. Artificial reproduction is a simple matter, 
the embryos being collected off the ground after falling and stuck vertically 
in the mud. In the Andamans mangrove plantations were commenced in 
1897, the species employed being Bhizophora mucronata^ B. conjugata, Bniguiera 
gyYMioThizdy JB. pdTvijioTci, KcbTiddia Bheedii, and CeHops Caudolleafid. These 
plantations were extended until 1908, when the total area amounted to 685 
acres, the cost of creation being Rs. 5,368 or slightly under Rs. 8 per acre. 
The original spacing is said to have been 3 ft. by 3 ft., which proved to be 
excessively close, and some years later alternate rows were cut out, as well as 
alternate saplings in each row, leaving a spacing of 6 ft. by 6 ft. These planta- 
tions have suffered much from the erection of bunds already referred to, whereby 
the flow of fresh and tidal water was interfered with. ^ 

In Burma in 1908 five acres in the Zapathwe fuel reserve in the Hantha- 
waddy district were cleared of all undergrowth and species of little value and 
planted 4 ft. by 4 ft. at the end of October with Bhizophora mucronata (2 acres), 
B. conjugata {I acre), and Kandelia Bheedii (2 acres). The overhead clearance 
caused early drying of the mud, while hog-deer ate off the main shoots, with 
the result that only about 30 per cent, of the seedlings survived until the 
following May, and these were in poor condition. Similar experiments with 
Bhizophora miicTOTiata and B. conjugata in the Mingalun fuel reserve in the 
same district gave better results, about 30 per cent, of the former species and 
40 per cent, of the latter being in good condition, with a height of about 
2-| ft., by the following May. In the Eederated Malay States the embryos 
are usually dibbled in 4 ft. by 4 ft. or 6 ft. by 4 ft., and the percentage of sur- 
vivals is high, almost the only danger being from crabs, which eat through 
the stem at its base. 

Rate of growth and out-ttjrh. The rate of growth of mangroves is 
said to be slow, but actual statistics are not available except in the case of 
the Andamans plantations, where Bhizophora mucronata and Bruguiera gym- 
norhiza attained a height of 30-35 ft. and a girth of 9-12 in. in fifteen years. 
Sample plots in Arakan gave an average yield per acre of 3 tons of bark and 
25 tons of wood in clear-felled coupes. 

Genera 1. Rhizophora, Linn. ; 2. Ceriops, Arn. ; 3. Kakdelia, W. and 
A.; 4, Bruguiera, Lam. ; 5. Carallia, Roxb. 

1. RHIZORHORA, Linn. 

Species 1. B, mucronata^ Lam. ; 2. i?. conjugata, Linn. 

1. Bhizophora mucronata, Lam. Vern, Bhara, Beng. ; Kandal, Mar.; 
Kamo, Sind ; Vppu poma, Tel. ; Ppu, Burm. 

A small to moderate-sized evergreen tree with elliptical mucronate leaves 
4-7 in. long, the young branches thick and prominently marked with the scars 
of fallen leaves and stipules. Bark fairly smooth, brown. This tree produces 
^ The Mangrove Forests of the West Coast, F.M.S., J. P. Mead, 1912, 
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characteristic stilt-roots, the lower portion of the stem d}dng early and the 
tree remaining propped up on numerous roots which are submerged at high 
tide and stand out of the mud at low tide. Aerial roots are also produced 
from the branches, these fixing themselves in the mud. This tree is the one 
most commoiily found on the outer fringes of the mangrove swamp where 
the water is decidedly salty and the action of the tides and waves is most 
strongly felt : its peculiar root-system therefore is of special advantage in 
forming an anchorage to withstand this action. 

The conspicuous wliite flowers appear in the hot season and rainy season, 
and the fruits ripen in the rainy season. The fruit (Pig. 192, a) is 1-5-2 in. 
long, conical-ovoid, pendulous, coriaceous, rough, dark brown. The hypo- 
cotyl (Pig. 192, b~d), which emerges through the apex of the fruit, is sharp 
pointed and rough with lenticels. Before dropping it attains a considerable 
length, ordinarily up to l-|-2 ft., but sometimes longer, and the seedling is 
thus able to establish itseK in water of some little depth, the sharp point of the 
hypocotyl penetrating the mud and the young plant being kept upright while 
the roots are rapidly developed and the first pair of foliage leaves appear at 
the apex of the shoot. Seedlings -which have established themselves in this 
way may often be found in quantity in the mud and shallow water round the 
parent trees. The tree commences to produce fruits at an early age. 

The sapwood is light red and the heartwood dark red, hard, but splits in 
seasoning. It is a good fuel. The bark is used for tanning. 

2. RMzophora conjugata, Linn. Vein. Pyu-ma, Burm. 

A tree somewhat smaller than, but with habits similar to those of the 
last species, with which it is commonly associated. The leaves are narrower 
and darker than in JS. mucronata ; it can be most easily distinguished by the 
calyx-lobes, which are pale yellow within. The fruit is about 1 in. long ; the 
hyijocotyl is smaller than in B, mucronata, up to about 1 ft. long. 

2. CERIOPS, Arnott. 

Species 1. 0. CandoUeana, Avn. ; 2. C. Roxburghiana, Arn. 

1. Ceriops Candolleana, Arn. Vein. Beng. ; Chauri , Sind, 

2. Ceriops Boxburghiana, Arn. Vern. Goran, 3eng. ; Outtia, Chittagong ; 
Kabaing, Burm. 

Small evergreen trees resembling each other in appearance and habit, 
and distinguished mainly by the inflorescence, which is more compact in the 
latter than in the former. The bark of both species contains a great deal of 
red colouring matter. The stem is not supported by stilt-roots as in Rhizopliora,, 
but aerial roots are sent down from the branches, and small or inconspicuous 
pneumatophores are produced. The fruit, which is about 1 in. long, ripens 
in August-September, and the hypocotyl when it falls is 4-6 in. long by 0*25- 
0-35 in. in diameter, longitudinally grooved and ribbed, tapering upwards : 
about 120-150 of the embryos weigh 1 lb. lig. 192, e-g, shows germination 
and the development of the young seedling. 

Brandis gives the respective distribution of the two species as follows : 

G. Gandolleana. Tidal forests of Sind, the Indian Peninsula, Bengal, and 
the Andamans. Sea-coast of tropical Asia, Africa, and Australia. 


Fia. 192 . Rhizophoraceae . Germination. 

Mhizophora mucromta x J ; a, fruit ; h, fruit with radicle protruding ; c, fruit with embryo (hypo- 
cotyl) half grown ; d, embryo after falling from fruit. 

Cerio'ps Oandolleaim x ; c, fruit with protruding hypocotyl fully developed ; f, embryo detached 
from fruit ; g, h. development of young seedling. 
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G. Roxh'urgMmia. Siiiidarbans, coast of Burma, Malay Peninsula and 
Archipelago. 

Both are indiscriminately known in the Sundarbans as goran, and are in 
great demand for fuel and house-posts. The goranis often gregarious, forming 
nearly pui‘e forests in many places ; it is also found in mixture with various 
other species. In Chittagong, Oeriops is worked as coppice on a rotation of 
eight years for the production of smaU fuel and of bark, the latter being sold 
to fishermen for tanning their nets. In the Malay region the bark is considered 
superior to that of any other mangrove forciitch making : it is also used for 
dyeing a red colour. 

3. KANDELIA, Wight and Am. 

Kandelia Rheedii, W. and A. Vern. Goria, Beng. ; Madama, Burm. 

An evergreen shrub or small tree with spongy reddish brown flaky bark, 
elliptical oblong leaves 3-5 in. long, and white flowers. Fruits ovoid, 0^5-1 in, 
long, encircled by the calyx lobes ; hypocotyl up to 15 in. long. This man- 
grove is not as a rule so common as most of the others ; it occurs usually on 
the banks of tidal rivers some little distance inland, and not so much near the 
sea-face. The wood is soft, and is used only for fuel and charcoal. 

4. BRUGUIERA, Lam. 

Species 1. R. gymnorhiza, Lam. ; 2. B. eriopetala, W. and A. ; 3. B. caryo- 
phylloides, Bl. ; 4. B, parviflorai W. and A. 

1. Bmgiiiera gymnorhiza, Lam. Vern. KanJcra, Beng. ; Kandal, Mai. 

This, the largest of the mangroves, is an evergreen tree attaining under 

favourable conditions a height of 80 ft., though in India a height of 30-40 ft. 
is more usual. In Mulaya it is said to reach a height up to 100 ft. and a girth 
up to 5 or 6 ft. Bark rough, dark, with large corky lenticular patches, Flowers 
large, solitary, orange or red. Fruit 0-7-1 in. long, enclosed in the calyx tube 
and crowned by the 12-14 red calyx lobes. The hypocotyl usually grows to 
6-12 in. in length before dropping, but may attain a length of 2 ft. The flowers 
and fruits are produced from June to October. 

This tree is a common one in the mangrove forests of the Indian region, 
being associated with the two species ol BhizopTiom and occurring as a rule 
immediately behind them. Unlike these, however, it is not supported on stilt- 
roots, but produces knee-roots along the surface of the ground. 

Bourdillon says it is very common on the backwaters about Quilon, form- 
ing with the two species of MMzophora the majority of the mangroves seen 
there. Talbot says it is equally common with RMzopJiora in the North Kanara 
mangrove formations, and Prain says it is the chief constituent of the mangrove 
jungles in the Cocos Islands. 

The wood is reddish brown, very hard, used for beams, posts, planks, and 
firewood; it is said to be difficult to split. The bark is sometimes used for 
tanning. 

2. Bruguiera eriopetala, W. and A. 

A tree strongly resembling the last species, but smaller, with large, solitary, 
yellow flow^ers. 
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3. Briiguiera carjophylloides, BL, including jB. nmlabanca, Am. 

This is the smallest and probably the rarest species of the genus. The 
bark is thin, brown, the foliage light green, the leaves thinly coriaceous, and 
the flowers small, white, in 2- to 3-flowered cymes. The fruit is yellow, about 
0-5 in. long, and the hypocotyl reaches a length of about 6-8 in. before falling. 
Flowering and fruiting take place in the rainy season. 

4. Bruguiera parviflora^ W. and A. 

A small tree, widely distributed in the mangrove formations of the Eastern 
Hemisphere, and often very common, sometimes forming pure crops in the 
middle of the mangrove swamp. In some localities it attains a fair height, 
but it is always of small girth : in the Indian region it is a small tree or a mere 
shrub. The foliage is yellowish green, paler than in the previous species. 
The fruit is about 1 in. long, enclosed in the enlarged calyx : the flowers and 
fruits appear in the rainy season. The hypocotyl is furrowed, truncate, 
and reaches a length of only 4-5 in. before falling. The tree grows on drier 
ground than Rhizophora^ chiefly away from the banks of streams, and often 
reproduces in great profusion. 

5. CARALLIA, Roxb. 

Carallia iucida, Roxb. Syn. C. integerrima, DC. Yern. ShsngaU, panasi, 
Mar. ; Andi, andamuria, Kan. ; Karalli, Tel. ; Thehera-mdhi, Ass. ; Maniawga, 
Burm. 

A moderate-sized to large handsome evergreen tree with a dense crown 
of shining opposite leathery elliptical leaves, and pronounced opposite branch- 
ing. Bark moderately thick, the outer dead bark corky, furrowed, dark grey 
outside, pink when cut, the inner living cortex pale greenish yellow or pinkish 
when newly cut, turning orange brown on exposure. There are numerous 
small corky excrescences on comparatively smaU-sized twigs of the previous 
year's growth ; the new twigs are green. The numerous broad medullary rays 
are conspicuous as vertical streaks on the outer surface of the sapwood and 
on the inner surface of the cortex when the latter is stripped off. Sometimes 
the tree produces aerial roots, showing its relationship to the mangroves. 
The tree is at times mistaken for a Garcinia, and vice versa, but the pink 
corky bark is a distinctive feature, while the cut cortex of Garcinia spp. exudes 
a yellow gum-resin which is not present in that of CtemZKa. In Buima the 
tree reaches a height of 50-80 ft., with a girth of 6 or 7 ft. In the Indian 
Peninsula it is smaller. 

The wood is hard and very ornamental if cut radially, the large medullary 
rays giving it the appearance of good oak ; the heartwood is red to chestnut- 
brown. The wood is suitable for panelling, furniture, picture-frames, and 
similar purposes. 

Disteibittion and habitat. The tree is found in limited quantity in 
damp evergreen and swamp forests in the sub-Himalayan tract as far west as 
Debra Dun ; it is very scarce in the west but commoner in the east. It occurs 
in Bengal, ascending to 4,000 ft. in Sikkim, Assam, Chittagong, Chota Nagpur 
along streams and ravines in Singhbhum (Haines), Orissa and the Circars, 
the Central Provinces in South Chanda along flowing streams in Ahiri and 
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Sironcha ranges (Haines), Western Ghats, Burma, chiefly in the moister parts 
of Pegu and Tenasserim : also in Ceylon, China, the Malay Peninsula and 
islands south to Australia. It is nowhere abundant, and is typical of moist 
localities, occurring in evergreen and semi-evergreen forests and along streams 
and moist shady ravines. In the Dehra Dun valley it is a constituent of true 
swamp forest, where it is associated with Diospyros EmbryopteriSy Putrmijiva 
Boxhurghiiy Eugenia Jambohnay Ficus glomeratay Pterospenmim acerifolimn, 
Cedrela ToonUy Bischoffia javanicay Albizzia procera, Treivia nudifioray and 
Calamus tenuis. In the Bengal Duars it occurs in moist evergreen and semi- 
evergreen forest associated with. Dillenia indicuy Michelia, Amooray Dysoxylwiiy 
Meliosmay Turpiniay Eugenia spp., Elmocarpus spp., Garcinia spp., and several 
Lauraceae. 

Bourdillon says it is common in all the evergreen forests of Travancore 
up to 4,000 ft. Talbot says it is found throughout the tropical rain forests 
of the Konkan and North Kanara. In Burma Kurz, in his Preliminary Report, 
mentions that it is frequent in Pegu and Tenasserim up to 4,000 ft. on meta- 
morphic rocks, sandstones, and permeable laterite, in evergreen tropical and 
upper mixed forest ; it occurs also in the lower mixed forest where it verges 
on evergreen forest. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 95° to 110° P., the absolute minimum from 33° to 65° P., and the normal 
rainfall from 50 to 200 in. or more. 

Plowebixg and fexjithstg. The small flowers with white petals, in 
trichotomous cymes, appear from December to March, and the fruits ripen 
about May-June. The fruit is globose, fleshy, 1-seeded, coriaceous. The seed 
is 0-2-0-3 in. in diameter, compressed, shaped like a crescent in which the 
horns are curled round to form an almost complete circle, reddish brown, 
somewhat rough, with a fairly thick hard testa and a copious white albumen : 
840-980 seeds weigh 1 oz. (samples from Burma). The seed is perishable, 
and while on the ground is very liable to rot and to be attacked by insects. 
It is difficult to explain the scattered distribution of the tree otherwise than 
by the dissemination of the seeds by bird agency. 

Gebmination. Epigeous. The testa splits round the edge, the radicle 
emerging through the opening so caused. The hypocotyl elongates by arching, 
raising the cotyledons above ground ; the ends of the cotyledons remain 
enclosed in the albumen of the seed for some little time before falling. 

The seedling. Seedlings cultivated at Dehra Dun showed slow develop- 
ment during the first two seasons, reaching a height of l|--2 in, by the end of 
the first season and 5-14 in. by the end of the second. In the earlier stages 
the young plants suffered much from the attacks of crickets. During the third 
and subsequent seasons growth was more vigorous, the height being 3 ft. 11 in. 
at the end of the third season, and 7 ft. 8 in., with a basal girth of 10 Jin., at 
the end of the fifth season. The young plants were found to grow best under 
slight shade on ground kept well watered but loose. They proved sensitive 
to drought, but were not so frost-tender as might be expected from a tropical 
evergreen species. 

Seedlings at Dehra Dun had two to three pairs of leaves by the end of 
the first season, the cotyledons persisting until the end of the season. Side 
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branches commenced to form in the second season, and from the third season 
onwards the branching was vigorous, with copious foliage. The following 
characters apply to the young plant : 

Young stems bright green, somewhat flattened, with a longitudinal ridge 
up the centre of each flat side 5 nodes swollen. Leaves opposite, lanceolate, 
finely serrulate, coriaceous, glabrous, shining, darker above than below, up 
to 5*5 in. by 1-5 in. by the end of the second season ; petiole 0-2-0-4 in. long. 
Young leaves very shiny, lighter green than the older ones, involute in the 
bud, with small acuminate interpetiolar stipules between them which quickly 
enlarge to 0-5-0-6 in. in length and fall, leaving well-marked brown scars 
extending across the shoot from base to base of the petioles. 

The serrulate leaves of young plants are interesting. In the older plants 
they are entire, or serrulate above the middle ; in the forest young trees up 
to 6 or 7 ft. high or more have been noticed with all the leaves serrulate 
throughout. 

Silvicultural characters. The tree is a shade-bearer. It coppices 
well and reproduces freely from root-suckers, which are sometimes produced 
in quantity on swampy ground. Frost does not ordinarily occur within its 
habitat except in the extreme north ; in the abnormal frost of 1905 it suffered 
severely in the Dehra Dun valley, where one tree was noticed to have been 
killed right down, but next year it shot up vigorously from the base. It is 
exacting as to soil, being found only on rich deep moist soil. 

Artificial reproductioh. Experiments at Dehra Dun have shown that 
owing to the large percentage of failure in the seed direct sowings cannot be 
relied on. Transplanting, however, is easy. The seed should be sown quite 
fresh in drills in fairly rich but porous soil about May-June, the beds being 
kept well weeded and watered, and sheltered from the sun in hot weather. 
The plants are ready for transplanting in the rainy season when two years old. 

This tree can also be grown successfully from cuttings, which should be 
kept in the nursery and watered and shaded until well rooted. 

ORDER XXVII. COMBRETACEAE 

This order is one of great importance in Indian forestry, containing as it 
does several trees of considerable economic as well as silvicultural importance 
belonging to the genera Terminalia and Anogeissus. It also contains several 
climbers or scrambling shrubs of the genera Comhretum, Quisqualis, dbixd 
Calycopteris, Of these Roxb., conspicuous by the 

large white bracts of the inflorescence, is a particularly noxious climber. It 
is common in parts of the sub-Himalayan tract, for example on the hill slopes 
round Kalsi on the Jumna, in Assam, Chittagong, Burma, Chota Nagpur, and 
in parts of the Indian Peninsula. It forms dense masses, suppressing young 
seedling and coppice growth and climbing into the crowns of trees. It is very 
difficult to deal with, as it grows rapidly and luxuriantly after cutting, and 
reproduces freely from seed, quantities of young seedlings appearing in the 
rainy season. 

Genera 1. Terminalia, Linn. ; 2. Anogeissus, Wall. ; 3. Lumnitzera, Willd. 
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1. TERMINAL! A, Linn. 

TMs genus is of great importance both silviculturally and economically ; 
it comprises ten Indian species, all trees, some of which reach large dimensions. 
The climatic and other requirements of the species vary considerably, T. 
OUveri being confined to the driest parts of Burma, while others such as 
T, myriocarpa, T. panimlata^ T, bialata, and T. Gatappa are characteristic of 
the moister regions, the last named being essentially a littoral species. T, 
tomentosa, T, GJiebula, and T. heUrica are very widely distributed, while 
T. Arjima is peculiarly restricted to the banks of streams, where, however, it 
is often abundant within its region. 

The fruits vary. They are drupaceous in T. belerica^ T, Ghebula, and 
T. Catappa, ordinarily S-winged in T. tomentosa, T. Arjuna, and T. OUveri, 
unequally 3-winged in T. paniculata and T. myriocarpa, and broadly 2-winged 
in T. bialata. The germinative power of the seed is variable. In T. Ghehuh 
it is poor, in T. helerica usually good, while in the other important species it is 
more variable but often indifferent. Germination is hypogeous in T, helerica 
and epigeous in T. tomentosa, T. Arjtma, T. Ghebula, and T. myriocarpa. 
The straggling habit of the young plant is a peculiar feature in certain species, 
notably T, tomentosa, T. Arjuna, and T . 7}iyriocarpa ; -young plants of T. 
helerica are erect. 

Species 1. T. helerica, Roxb. ; 2. T. Ghehula, Retz. ; 3. T. tomentosa, W. 
and A. ; 4. T. Arjuna, Bedd. ; 5. T, ynyriocarpa, Heurck and MuelL Arg. ; 
6. T. Gatappa,lAnn.] 7. T. paniculata, Roth; 8. T. hialafa, Steud. ; 9. T. 
OUveri, Brandis. 

1. Terminalia helerica, Roxb. Vern. Bahera, Hind. ; Tare, Kan. ; Goting, 
hherda, Mar. ; Tani, Tam. ; Tandi, Tol. ; Thitsem, Burm. (Fig. 195.) 

A large deciduous tree, attaining a height of 120 ft. and a girth of 10 ft. 
or more, usually with a straight tall bole ; large trees are often buttressed at 
the base. Bark bluish or ashy grey, with numerous fine longitudinal cracks, 
yellow inside. Leaves broadly elliptical, 4-8 in. long, clustered at the ends of 
the branchlets. Wood yellowish grey, hard, not durable, but lasts fairly well 
under water, used for planking, packing-cases, boats, and other purposes. 
The fruits are used for tanning, but are inferior to those of T, Ghehula. 

Disteibution AND HABITAT. The tree is found in deciduous forests 
throughout the greater part of India and Burma, but not in arid regions. It 
is a common associate of the sal, the teak, and other important trees, occurring 
more or less scattered and not gregariously. In the Indian Peninsula it occurs 
most frequently in moist valleys. In Burma it is fairly common in deciduous 
forests both of the upper and of the lower mixed types, with or without teak. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 97° to 115° F., the absolute minimum from 30° to 60° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 40 to 120 in. or more. 

Leaf-shedding, flow^ering, and feijitino. In northern India the 
leaves commence falling in some cases as early as November, some trees being 
almost leafless by the end of that month, while others may be in full leaf till 
the end of January. The trees remain leafless until March to May, when the 
new foliage appears. The spikes of small greenish white flowers appear in 
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April~May with the young leaves ; they have a strong honey-like smell, which 
is almost overpowering at times. The fruits (Fig. 193, a) ripen from November 
to February and fall during the cold and hot seasons. The fruit is a somewhat 
dry fleshy drupe 1-1-5 in. long, ovoid, pyriform, ellipsoidal or globose, grey 
velvety tomentose, with a hard thick-walled woody light yellow putamen 
0-7-M in. long {Fig. 193, 5). The fruits are greedily eaten by monkeys, 
scjuirrels, pigs, deer, goats, and other animals, and are never allowed, to lie 
long on the ground before being stripped of their fleshy covering . during the 
cold and hot seasons small clusters of the light yellowish fruit-stones may be 
found lying about the forest disgorged by deer in rumination. During the 
cold season the trees may often be seen with numerous withering branchlets, 
broken by monkeys in picking the fruits. The partiality of animals for the 
flesh of the ripe fruits is an assistance to the spread of the seed. On the other 
hand, much of the fruit crop is rendered ineffective by insects and animals. 
The immature fruits are attacked by insects during the rainy season, and 
may faU to the ground. The hard nuts of the fruits are very largely bored 
into by insects while lying on the ground, and the whole crop may be destroyed 
in this way. The nuts are also frequently broken open, for the sake of the 
kernel inside, by squirrels, pigs, and other animals, and in some localities it 
is rare to find a single sound nut on the gromid by the beginning of the rainy 
season. 

The germinative power of the seed is better than that of most species of 
this genus, and much better than that of T. Chehula. Tests carried out at 
Dehra Dun showed a fertility of 86-100 per cent, for fresh seed and 5-40 
per cent, for seed kept one year. 

Germinatiois' (Fig. 193, c-e). Hypogeous, thus differing from that of 
the other species under consideration. The hard putamen splits into two 
halves, and the radicle emerges, a strong taproot soon establishing itself. 
Meanwhile the cotyledonary petioles elongate, curving in the process and 
separating sufficiently to enable the young shoot to issue from between them. 
The cotyledons and the remnants of the putamen remain in or on the ground. 

The SEEDLING (Fig. 193). 

Boots: primary root long, thick, terete, tapering, light brown : lateral 
roots moderate in number and length, fibrous, distributed down main root. 
Hypocotyl not very distinet, 0*2-0-3 in. long, subterranean. Cotyledons: 
petiole 0-4 in. long, thick, fleshy, flattened, curved to side of stem : lamina 
0*6-0*8 in. by 0-5-0-6 in., thick, fleshy, broadly ovate or nearly orbicular, 
auricled by a basal prolongation, convolute and remaining some tim.e within 
the nut. erect, terete, green, pubescent ; internodes 0*4-1 *2 in. long. 

Leaves simple, exstipulate, first pair opposite, sub-opposite or alternate, 
subsequent leaves alternate, earlier leaves small, subsequent leaves increasing 
rapidly in size. Petiole 0d“0*3 in. long. Lamina 0’9--5 in. by 0*5-3 in., 
elliptical or obovate, acute, base acute or tappring, entme, glabrous above, 
sparsely pubescent on veins beneath, venation arched reticulate. 

The growth of the seedling during the first season is only moderate, 
a height of about 5-8 in. being ordinarily attained. Subsequently the develop- 
ment is more rapid, particularly if the plants are regularly weeded, for although 
they are capable of making their way through weeds their development is 
considerably impeded in the process. The young plants do not assume the 
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straggling habit of some Terminalia species, but grow erect, producing strong 
side branches from the second year. A long stout taproot is formed, and 
develops considerably in the second year ; plants only one year old, that is 

in the second season, have been dug up and found to have thick taproots as i 

much as 3-| ft. long. 

The seedlings stand fairly dense shade during the first year or two, but j 

very heavy shade suppresses and kills them afterwards. Frost often affects 
the leaves, but ordinary frosts do not kill back the seedlings, particularly in 
grass. Hail tears the large leaves to pieces, as was observed in a severe hail- 
storm at Dehra Dun in February 1913. In northern India the season’s growth 
stops in November-December, and new growth starts in March. The leaves 
turn yellow about November-December, and commence falling in December- 
January ; by March they have usually all fallen. 

The following measurements in experimental plots at Dehra Dun give 
some indication of the rate of growth of young plants under different con- 
ditions, and exhibit the marked effect of weeding : 


Terminalia heUrica : rate of growth of young plants, Dehra Dun. 

Condition under which grown. Height at end of season. 

1st season. 2nd season. 3rd season. 4th season. 5th season. 

( 1 ) In nursery, weeded and watered 0 ft. 6 in.-0 ft. 8 in. 

(2) Transplants of 1st rains, not weeded Maximum 0 ft. 6 in. Maximum 1 ft. 2 in.~ 2 ft. 6 in.- 4ft, 11 in.- 

or watered subsequent to transplanting 1 ft. 6 in. 2 ft. 0 in. 3 ft. 7 in. 5ft. 8 in. 

(3) Fruit scattered on ground as under Maximum 0 ft. 5 in. 2 ft. 6 in.- 4 ft. 5 in.- Maximum 

natural conditions; subsequently 3ft. 2 in. 10 ft. 12ft. 9 in. 

weeded. Sunny locality (girth 

Oft. 7 in.) 

(4) Fruit scattered on ground as under Oft. 4 in. -Oft. 7 in. Oft. 7m.- 

natural conditions ; not subsequently (heavy grass and Oft. 9 in. 
weeded. Sunny locality weeds) 

(5) Fruit scattered on ground as under Maximum 0 ft. 5 in. Maximum Maximum Maximum 

natural conditions ; not subsequently 1 ft. 3 in. 2ft. 7 in. 5 ft. 10 in. 

weeded. Sumiy locality 

(6) Fruit scattered on ground as under Maximum 0 ft. 8 in. Maximum 

natural conditions ; not subsequently (heavy growth of 0 ft. 11 in. 

•weeded. Moderate side shade weeds) 

(7) Fruit scattered on ground as under Maximum 0 ft. 6 in. Oft. 3 in.- 

natural conditions ; not subsequently Oft. 10 in. 

weeded. Heavy shade 

SiLViOTJLTTJKAL CHARACTEES. The tree is a light-demander, though it can 
stand slight shade in youth. It is decidedly sensitive to frost, all records of 
severe frosts agreeing in this respect ; the leaves are usually found to be 
touched by frost more readily than those of almost any of its associates. As 
regards drought it is somewhat more hardy, though it does not occur in very 
dry localities. In the abnormal drought of 1907 and 1908 in the sal forests 
of Oudh it proved to be fairly hardy, while it was not affected in the severe 
drought of 1899 and 1900 in the Indian Peninsula. 

It coppices fairly well. Measurements made by Mr. C. M. McCrie at 
Ramgarh in the Gorakhpur district. United Provinces, showed an average 
varying from 1 to 2*5 shoots per stool in coppice coupes of different ages up 
to fifteen years old. Measurements made by me in 1911 in the Tikri forest, 

Gonda, United Provinces, gave for coppice one year old an average height 
of 5 ft., and an average of two shoots per stool, as against 4-7 ft, and 2*2 shoots 
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respectively for sal. Experiments in 1909 in North Chanda, Central Provinces, 
showed a poor pollarding capacity, while the results of coppice fellings were 
on the whole good ; the percentage of stools which coppiced successfully in 
different months being : (1) April, nil ; (2) May, 100 ; (3) June, 100 ; (4) July, 
100 ; (5) September, 50. 

Natxjbal beproditction. The consumption of the fleshy portion of the 
fruit and the dissemination of the hard nuts by animals has already been 
alluded to. Where the flesh is not so consumed it rots off or is eaten off by 
white ants, the nuts often being wholly or partially buried in the process. 
Germination takes place at different times during the rainy season. Successful 
germination is greatly assisted if the nuts are buried by rain, by white ants, 
or otherwise, since the radicle of the germinating seedling is liable to be eaten 
by birds and insects or to dry up if exposed to the sun. A considerable degree 
of moisture is necessary to stimulate germination, and it has been found by 
experiment that germination takes place more readily in moist places mider 
shade, particularly if the nuts are buried, than in places exposed to the sun. 

The high germinative power of sound seed and the comparative ease 
with which the seedling establishes itself would indicate that the tree should 
be more gregarious th^n it is. There can be little doubt that its sporadic 
character is due to the fact that the seed is so much subject to the attacks 
of animals and insects that a comparatively small proportion reaches the 
germinating stage. , 

Artificial repboductiois^. Experiments in direct sowing have not been 
tried, but transplanting during the first rainy season, before the taproot has 
become too long, has proved quite successful. The nuts or the whole fruits 
should be sown in the nursery in March or April, covered with earth and 
watered regularly. Germination usually takes place about one to two months 
after sowing. Transplanting should be done in wet weather, and may be 
carried out either after pruning the stem and roots or with stem and roots 
intact ; the latter gives the better results, the former checking the growth 
considerably. 

Rate OF growth. The rate of giowth is moderate, or under favourable 
conditions rapid. The following records are available of girth measurements 
of trees in sal forest sample plots in the United Provinces : 


Termimlia Menm : girth measurements in sample plots, United 

Provinces. 




No, of years 

No. of trees 


Mean annual 

Forest 


under 

under 

Girth 

girth incremen 

division. 

Locality, 

observation. 

observation. 

classes. 

for the period. 





ft. 

in. 

Saharanpur 

Dholkliand and 

7 and 12 


0~i 


Maiowala 



3-4 

0'86 

South Kheri 

Bhira range 

8 and 9 

{2 

1-2 

2-3, 

n-38 
'0-54 ■ 

Lansdowne 

Chaukhamb 

V 17, 

6 

1-|— 4 

0*34 


Jogichaur 


1 

3-4 

0-80 


Kauria 

4 

1 

6-8 

0-49 


Gewain 

12 

■.:2' 

l|-3 

0*10 

Haidwani 

Khonani 

6 


3-4 

0-46 
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I: 


A tree raised from seed sown in 1901 by Mr. Haines in the forest garden 
at Chaibassa, Ghota Nagpur, attained in sixteen years a height of 36 ft, and 
a girth of 2 ft. 1| in. 

Gamble’s specimens gave three to seven rings per inch of radius, repre- 
senting a mean annual girth increment of 0-9 to 2-1 in., which is rapid. 

As regards coppice, measurements by Mr. C. M. McCrie in 1910 in the 
Ramgarh coppice coupes, Gorakhpur, gave the following results : 

Terminalia helerim : rate of growth of coppice, Ramgarh, Gorakhpur, United 

Provinces. 


Age. 

Mean girth. 

Mean height. 

years. 

in. 

ft. 

2 

— 

4 

4 

2 

8 

6 

3 

11 

8 

3*8 

14 

10 

4-6 

16*5 

12 

5*5 

19 

14 

6*3 

21 


2. Terminalia Cliebnla, Retz. Syii. T. tmmntella, Kurz. Myrabolan tree. 
Vern. Harm, Hind. ; Hirda, Mar. ; Anale, Kan. : Kadahai, Tam. ; Karaka, 
Tel. ; Panga, Burm. 

A moderate-sized to large deciduous tree with a rounded crown, spreading 
i branches, and usually a short trmik, though in Burma it often grows tall and 

straight. Bark dark brown, often longitudinally cracked, exfoliating in woody 
scales. Wood very hard, fairly durable, used for building, agricultural imple- 
ments, and other purposes. The tree is important mainly on account of its 
fruits, which are the best of the commercial myrabolans used for tanning. 

Distbibution and habitat. Throughout the greater part of India and 
; Burma in mixed deciduous forests, extending into forest of comparatively dry 

; types. It ascends to considerable elevations, up to 5,000 ft. in the outer 

' Himalaya, and according to Bourdillon, up to 6,000 ft. in Travancore in localities 

1; where the rainfall is light. In Burma it occurs in deciduous forests both of 

i the upper and of the lower mixed types, along with teak, Terminalia foment osa, 

I and their associates : it occurs also in indaing forest on laterite, along with 

i Dipterocarpus tuberculatus and its companions. It extends to the borders of 

the dry zone of Burma, but is not a characteristic tree of the drier parts of 
that zone. It is found on a variety of geological formations, and on clayey 
as well as on sandy soil. In the Central Provinces it is particularly common 
on metamorphic rocks in open forest or village lands, but also occurs on other 
geGlogical formations. In Bombay it is common on Deccan trap, and Talbot 
notes that on the laterite of the Mahableshwar plateau at 4,500 ft. it is one of 
the principal constituents of the low elfin- wood forest. It is also a characteristic 
tree of other special types of dry forest. Thus in the Goalpara district of Assam 
it is common in the feAabar tract fringing the base of the outer hills on deep 
■ boulder formation in mixture with sal and Lagerstroemia parviflora in a dr^- 

stunted type of forest of a pronounced deciduous character : again, in the 
Kangra valley it grows gregariously in rather stunted form on poor rocky 
ground at about 3,500 ft. elevation, either pure or mixed with Pmus longi- 
■ , folia. . 
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In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from OS'"' to IIS'" F., the absolute minimum from 30® to 60® F., and the normal 
rainfall from 30 to 130 in. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. In some localities the leaves 
commence falling in November, and by February or March the trees are usually 
leafless. The new leaves appear from March to May ; they are light green 
or sometimes copper coloured. The spikes of greenish white flowers appear 
with the new leaves. In the Himalayan valleys flowering may take place as 
late as June.’ In the Central Provinces, Haines says flowering takes place 
to a small extent in July-August, in addition to the usual flowering in 
April-May. 

The fruits ripen from November to March, according to locality, and fall 
soon after ripening. The fruit (Fig. 194, a) is a somewhat hard drupe 1-2 in. 
long, obovoid, ellipsoidal or ovoid, yellow to orange brown, sometimes tinged 
with red or black, 5-ribbed when dry ; the nut (putamen) is 0-7-0-8 in. by 
0-5-0-6 in., ovoid, pale yellow, rough, hard, sub-angular. For commercial 
purposes the fruits are collected when quite ripe and spread out in the sun 
until thoroughly dry. The fruit crop varies from year to year. About 35 to 
45 fresh fruits, or 60 to 75 dry fruits, "weigh 1 lb. 

The germinative power of the seed is poor. The precise cause of this has 
not been ascertained ; Mr. J. E. C. Turner,^ writing of conditions in Bombay, 
says that germination is general^ backward with regard to the ridged fruits, 
but that those Imown locally as hhonga, in which the fleshy portion has been 
transformed into a black powder, presumably by a fungus, germinate readily. 
Tests at Dehra Dun with whole fruits as well as with nuts from which the 
outer fleshy covering was removed, invariably gave poor results. The results 
were better in the shade than in the sun . It w^as also found that the seed retained 
its fertility to a small extent for one year. 

Germination (Fig. 194, &-/). Epigeous. The hard putamen splits in 
two and the radicle emerges from one end ; the cotyledonary petioles elongate, 
arching slightly and raising above ground the cotyledons, which are convolute 
in the seed and unroll on emerging. The young stem then issues from between 
the cotyledons, and the discarded pieces of the putamen remain in or on the 
ground. 

The seedling (Fig. 194). 

: primary root moderately long, somewhat thin, terete, tapering, 
wiry, yellow turning brown : lateral roots moderate in number and length, 
fibrous, distributed down main root. If distinct from and much 
thicker than root, 0-3-0-6 in. long, somewhat compressed and quadrangular, 
yellow turning green, pubescent, scarcely emerging from the soil. Cotyledons : 
petiole 1-1-5 in. long, flattened above, yellow or pinkish turning green, tomen- 
tose : lamina 0' 9-1 in. by 1*5-1 *7 in., foliaceous, somewhat fleshy, reniform 
or broadly orbicular, apex truncate or retuse, base acute, entire, yellow at 
first, becoming green on expanding, pubescent near base on both surfaces, 
glabrous elsewhere, with three prominent and two less conspicuous veins 
from the base, veins prominently branched. Stem erect, zigzag at the nodes, 
terete, green, rusty pubescent ; internodes 0*5-1 *2 in. long. Leaves simple, 

4 Ind. Forester, xxxiii (1907), p. 362, 
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alternate, exstipulate. First leaf sometimes under 0-3 in. long, ovate lanceo- 
late, acute or acuminate, pubescent. Subsequent leaves -Rith petiole 0-1-0-2 in. 
long, tomentose ; lamina 0-8-4-5 in. by 0-5 -2 in., ovate, acute, entire, pubescent, 
bright green above, somewhat paler beneath, venation arched reticulate, 
lateral veins 4-10 pairs. 

The young seedling of this species can be distinguished from those of 
T. tomentosa and T. Arjuna by the length of the hypocotyl and the cotyle- 
donary petioles (see p. 519). 

The growth of the seedling is comparatively slow, a height of about 
4-8 in. being ordinarily attained by the end of the first season, increasing to 
1-2 ft. by the end of the second season. The year’s growth ceases about 
November ; the leaves commence falling that month, and the seedling is 
leafless in January-February, new growth commencing about March (Dehra 
Dun). Young plants are fairly frost-hardy. 

SiLViOTLTTJEAL CHAJBACTEES. The tree is a light-demander, though in 
youth it stands slight shade and even benefits by side protection from the 
sun. It is fairly hardy against frost as well as drought. It withstands 
fire well, and has good powers of recovery from burning. It coppices fairly 
well. 

Natural eepeodtjotion. The fallen fruits often become partially buried 
by rain, the soil round them being blackened with the tannin they contain. 
The fleshy portion becomes partly eaten by white ants or disintegrates, leaving 
the hard nut exposed. Germination takes place in the rainy season, some- 
times not until the end of that season, or in some cases not until the following 
year. The scarcity of natural reproduction in some localities is very noticeable, 
and is a matter which requires further study. Where the collection of myra- 
bolans is carried out extensively, the removal of the fruits would be sufficient 
to account for it. On the other hand, the lack of reproduction may be attribut- 
able to some extent to the poor germinative power of the seed and to the fact 
that it is much subject to the attacks of insects, rats, and squirrels. Numerous 
fruit-stones found lying ungerminated after the end of the rainy season have 
been split open, and almost invariably the seed has been found to be destroyed 
by insects. The seed germinates better if it has become covered with earth 
or debris than if it is lying in the open. 

Aetieicial eeprodttction. Sowings on mounds, in patches or trenches, 
and otherwise have been carried out for years, but with very indifferent 
success, owing in part at least to the poor ger m i n ative power of the seed and 
to its liability to the attacks of insects, squirrels, and rats. 

Experiments at Dehra Dun showed that transplanting from the nursery 
can be carried out successfully in the first or second rainy season. The most 
successful method of raising plants in the nursery was found to be by drying 
the fruits thoroughly, removing the hardened fieshy covering, and sowing the 
fruit-stones in boxes before the rainy season, covering them with earth and 
watering them regularly. Even with this treatment a success of only 20 per 
cent, was attained. Soaking the fruits in moist manure for some days was 
found to have no effect in stimulating germination. For artificial reproduc- 
tion the fruits should be collected from the ground as soon as they fall, and not 
off the tree. 
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Rate of growth. The rate of growth is slow. The following measure- 
ments of trees in sal forest sample plots have been recorded : 


Terminalia Chebula : records of girth measurements in sample plots. 





No. of years 

No. of trees 


Mean annual 


Forest 


under 

under 

Girth 

girth increment 

Province. 

division. 

Locality. 

observation. 

observation. 

classes. 

for the period. 






ft. 

in. 

United 

Dehra Dun 

Nagsidh and 

17 and 20 

l^ 

1-2 

2-3 

0-25 

0-29 

Provinces 


Thaiio 


i 2 

4-5 

0*37 


Lansdowne 

Chaukhamb 

17 

11 

li-6 

0-56 


?? 

Jogichaur 

4 

1 

14-S 

0-38 

if 


Barswar 

4 

15 

14~3 

0-27 


vSouth Kheri 

Bhira 

Q 

f 1 

1-2 

0-22 



(Kishanpur) 


1 1 

2-3 

0*12 

Bihar and 

Singhbhum 

Tirilposi 

18 

1 2 

3-4 

0-70 

Orissa 




i 1 

4-5 

0-67 

Central 

Balaghat 



30 

2-3 

0-16 

Provinces 








Gamble’s specimens showed six to ten rings per inch of radius, representing 
a mean annual girth increment of 0*63 to 1-05 in. 

Coppice measurements showed an average height of 8 ft. and 8-5 ft. in 
five years in Dehra Dun and Gorakhpur respectively. 

3. Terminalia tomentosa, W. and A. Vern. Sain, ain, saj, asna, asan, 
Hind. ; Matti, Kan. ; Sadada, Guz. ; Maddi, nallamaddi, Tel. ; Karra marda, 
Tam. ; Tauhhyan, Burm. 

A large deciduous tree with a long clean bole and a full crown. Bark 
grey to black, with deep longitudinal fissures and transverse cracks dividing 
it into oblong scales, red inside. Wood dark brown with darker streaks, 
hard, strong, of variable durability, used for building, carts, railway wagons, 
mine props, bedsteads, and other purposes : it lasts well under water. 

The thickness of the bark varies with size and other conditions : the 
following figures give the average of a number of measurements made in the 


Dehra Dun district : 




Girth of tree. 

Bark thickness. 

Girth of tree. 

" Bark thickness. 


in. 

ft. 

in. 

0-6 in. 

0-2 

3-4 

1-0 

6 in. -1ft. 

0-35 

4-5 

' ■ M 

1-2 ft. 

0*5 

5-6 

1-1 

2-3 ft. 

0-8 

6-7 

1-2 


Apart from its economic value the tree is important silviculturally as being 
one of the commonest of Indian forest trees and being suitable for afioresting 
clayey ground. In favourable localities it attains a girth of 12 ft. or more 
and a height of over 100 ft., but on dry rocky ground and other unfavourable 
situations it is stunted. 

It is somewhat variable, particularly as regards its leaves, which as a rule 
are large and tomentose in less favourable localities and smaller and more 
glabrous in localities in which it grows best. 

Disteibution ahb habitat. General distribution, Terminalia tomentosa 



Fig . 195. Terminalia belerica, United Proyinces. 
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Terminalia tomentosa, tree 12 ft. 4 in. in girth and 115 ft. in height on 
alluvial ground, Gonda district, United Provinces. 
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is one of the commonest and most widely distributed of Indian forest trees. 
It extends thronghont the sub -Himalayan tract from the Ravi eastwards, 
ascending the outer hills to 4,000 ft. : it is not common east of the Jalpaiguri 
district of Bengal, and is rare in most parts of Assam. It is not found in 
Sind and Rajputana, but is common throughout the greater part of the Indian 
Peninsula, extending into comparatively dry regions. It is plentiful throughout 
the greater part of Burma, extending into the dry zone and ascending to 
4,000 ft. in the Southern Shan States, 

Climate. In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature 
varies from 95° to nearly 120° P., the absolute minimum from 30° to nearly 
60° P., and the normal rainfall from 30 to 150 in. 

Soil. The tree attains its largest dimensions on deep rich ahuvial soil. 
On poor shallow soil, particularly on hilly ground, though often plentiful it 
remains stunted. It favours stiff clayey soil, where it often becomes gregarious 
in depressions and round the edges of swamps. It grows freely on black 
cotton soil, though it remains stmited. It is abundant on laterite in some 
localities, though here also it is stunted. 

Local distribution and forest types. Stib-Himalayan tract. In the sub- 
Himalayan tract Terminalia tomentosa is abundant in the sal forests, becoming 
gregarious on flat clayey ground and in grass-covered depressions which 
usually mark the sites of former ponds or watercourses and which have 
gradually filled up. In such places it is probable that the tree acts as a useful 
draining agent, for it is noticeable that sal reproduction eventually makes its 
way into these areas underneath it. That it is not specially partial to badly 
drained clayey ground, though' it is capable of growing there, is shown by 
the fact that it occurs in quantity and shows its best development on well- 
drained ground. In the sal forests, besides the sal {Shorea robusta) its principal 
associates are Lagersfroemia parviflora, Terminalia belerica, Adina cordifolia, 
Ougeinia dalbergioides, Anogeissus latifolia, Stereospermum suaveolens, Eugenia 
Jambolana^ E. operculatay and Buchanania latifolia. 

A special type of forest, in which Terminalia tomentosa occurs pure or 
mixed with Anogeissus latifolia on rich alluvial ground beside rivers, is a feature 
of some of the submontane forests and is well exemplified in the Gonda district 
of the United Provinces, The evolution of this type is explained on p, 523 
under ‘natural reproduction’ and is showm in Figs. 197-200. Fig. 200 gives 
a good idea of the appearance of a crop of this type approaching maturity. 
On rich alluvial ground of this kind it reaches magnificent proportions, as 
may be judged from Fig. 196, showing a tree 12 ft. 4 in. in girth and 115 ft. 
high. 

In the Siwalik hills and outer Himalaya it is common and sometimes 
gregarious, often on somewhat poor soil, but here it reaches only a small size. 
In the Himalaya it ascends to about 4,000 ft. It extends westward to the 
Kangra hills, and possibly to a small extent farther west. 

In the eastern part of the sub-Himalayan tract it reaches very large 
dimensions, for instance in the Tista forests, where it occurs both in sal forest 
and in low-level mixed forest without sal. In Jalpaiguri it is not plentiful, 
though there are some well-grown trees in the Upper Tondu forest : east of 
this district it is not common, and is more often absent altogether. In the 
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Bengal Duars it mixes with T. myriocarpay but farther east the latter replaces 
it largely if not entirely. 

Ghota^ Nagpur. In Chota Nagpur the tree is common, particularly in 
valleys and moist localities. On village lands it is very common, and is 
extensively pollarded for the cultivation of the tasar siU?:worm. It is a common 
constituent of the sal forests, while in some valleys it occurs along with Bombax 
malabaricum and other species without sal, probably owing to insufficient 
drainage. 

Central Provinces and Berar. Termmalia tomentosa is common in deciduous 
forests throughout the greater part of the Central Provinces and Berar ; it 
is a common companion of the sal as well as of the teak. It is plentiful on 
black cotton soil, which many species avoid, but here it is usually small. 
It reaches its best development on moist fertile alluvium near rivers, where it 
sometimes tends to be gregarious. 

In the usual mixed deciduous type, in which teak may or may not be 
present, its chief companions are Pterocarpus Marsupiuniy Terminalia belerica, 
T. GJhebulay T, Arjuna (along streams), Anogeissus latifolia, Ougeinia dal- 
bergioideSy Bassia latifolia y Lagerstroemia parvifloray Diospyros Melanoxylon, 
Buchanania latifolia y Soymida febrifugay Adina cordifolia, Dalbergia 
latifolia, Gleisanthus GollinuSy Ghloroxylon Swiefenia, Butea frondosa, as 
well as many other species of less importance. Sometimes a special type is 
found in moist valleys on flat ground where the soil is fair to good and 
often clayey, the chief associates being Cleistanthus Collinus, Bassia latifolia, 
Anogeissus latifolia, Ougeinia dalbergioides, Buchanania latifolia, and a fe\v 
other species. 

Bombay, Terminalia tomentosa is plentiful in most of the forest tracts 
of the Bombay Presidency, being perhaps nowhere more abundant than in 
Kanara and in the Dangs forests of Surat ; in parts of the latter forests there 
are sometimes as many as 30 mature trees per acre, wliile in the Mungod 
high forest of the ,East Kanara division it forms 23 per cent, of the crop. 
In Kanara it grows better on granite and schist than on laterite. In the 
Deccan it prefers black cotton soil to the shallow soils of the quartzite hiUs 
so frequent in that region. It occurs in nearly all types of mixed deciduous 
forest, ascending to between 3,500 and 4,000 ft. on the Nasik ghats and the 
Khandesh Akrani, but is absent from the laterite of the Mahableshwar plateau. • 
It thrives best in the moister localities, particularly in valleys on alluvial 
ground, becoming gregarious on clayey soil. At the higher elevations, in 
exposed situations and oii poor soil, it becomes stunted. In the Kanara 
forests, where the number of species is considerable, its most important com- 
panions are teak, Dalbergia latifolia, Lagerstroemia lanceolata, L. parvi flora, 
Xylia xylocarpa, Pterocarpus Marsupium, Anogeissus latifolia, Terminalia pani- 
culata, and Adina cordifolia. It shows a marked tendency to occupy the more 
level ground where the soil is deep and moist. In the mixed forests of some- 
what drier localities it is found with teak, Anogeissus latifolia, Lagerstroemia 
parviflora, Bassia latifolia, Ougeinia dalbergioides, Buchanania latifolia, Dios- 
pyros Melanoxylon, Dalbergia latifolia, Cassia Fistula, Phyllanihus Emblica, 
and many other species. 

Southern India. Although not so common as in Bombay, the tree is fairly 
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Fig. 197. Terminalia tomentosay establishment of pure crops on alluvial ground, Gonda dis- 
trict, United Provinces : ( 1 ) natural seedlings up to 20 ft. high aiipearing on comparatively recent 
alluvium. 


Pig. 198. Terminalia tomentosay establishment of pure crops on alluvial ground, Gonda district, 
United Provinces : (2) natural reproduction up to 8 ft. high ; older forest of Terminalia tomentosa 
on older alluvium behind. 
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Terminalia tomentosa, establisbment of pure crops on alluvial ground, Gonda 
1 Provinces : (4) forest approaching maturity. 
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well distributed in Madras^ and in some localities it is plentiful. It is charac- 
teristic of various types of mixed deciduous forest, and in Ganjam is a common 
companion of the sal. It is fairly plentiful in the W^maad, and ascends to 
4,200 ft. in the Nilgiris. In Coorg it is one of the commonest species in the 
deciduous forests, and attains very fair dimensions. It is common in many 
parts of Hyderabad and Mysore, and is very common in Travancore up to 
2,000 ft. 

Burma, Terminalia tomentosa is common in most of the mixed deciduous 
forests throughout Burma, both in the upper and in the lower mixed types, 
as well as in indaing (dry dipterocarp) forest. It is sometimes found in dense 
evergreen forest, for example on alluvial flats along streams in some parts 
of the Upper Chindwin, but here the evergreen has probably encroached on 
a former deciduous type of forest. 

In the upper mixed forests, which are found on hilly or undulating ground, 
it is characteristic more of the dry than of the moist types, its chief companions 
being teak, Xylia dolahriformis, Acacia Catechu^ StercuUa spp., HomaKum 
tomentosum, Dalbergia cultrata^ Terminalia Ghehula, Vitex glabrata, Pterocarptis 
macrocarpus, Odina Wodier, Adina, cordifoUa, Anogeissus acumimta, and others, 
and in the drier parts P&ntacme suavis and Shorea dbtusa. The chief bamboos 
are Dendrocalamus strictus in the driest types, Bamhusa polymorpha in the 
moister types, and in intermediate types Cephalostachyum pergracile, and in 
Upper Burma Thyrsostachys Oliveri ; Bamhusa Tulda often occurs with it on 
alluvial flats. 

It is very plentiful in certain types of lower mixed forest on flat alluvial 
land tending towards dry rather than moist conditions. A case in point is 
the Satpok forest of the Tharrawaddy district, where after teak it is the 
commonest tree, these two species being far more plentiful than any other. 
Although flat, the locality is fairly well drained ; the chief associate species 
are Xylia dolahriformis, Lagerstroemia Flos-Reginae, Berrya Ammonilla, Adina 
cordifoUa, A, sessilifolia, Stephegyne diversifolia, Terminalia Ghehula, T. helerica, 
Odina Wodier, Eugenia Jamholana, and Eriolaena Gandollei. The rainfall in 
this tract is about 80 in. 

The following figures based on complete enumerations in the Satpok 
forest give some idea of the prevalence of this tree in some of the compart- 
ments : ^ 


iStock of Terminalia tomentosa in certain compartments in the 
Satpok forest, Tharrawaddy district, Burma. 


I 


Compartment 

Area ..in 

7 ft. girth 

No. 

acres. 

and over. 

2 • 

178 

192 


178 

' 235 

8 

VJSy , 

176 

9 

. ■ ^78. ^ 

128 

: ■■■24":'' ■ v: 

.. ■. 178'..:; .' 

■ .122 

25: , 

.178. 

■ 177 ■■ 


Number of trees. 


n 

III 

IV 

6 to 7 ft. 

4 J to 6 ft. 

3 to 4J ft, 

girth. 

girth. 

girth. 

250 

470 

508 

283 

383 

437 

173 

357 

717 

141 

214 

487 

114 

295 

524 

193 

310 

372 ; : 


^ Working Plan for the Satpok, Sitkwin TMndawyo Reserves, Tharrawaddy, R. S. 


Troup, 1906. 
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The tree extends into the open scrub forests of the dry zone of Upper 
Burma, but even outside that zone it is characteristic of certain dry types of 
poor open bamboo forest on shallow soil, where the trees attain small dimen- 
sions. This type is exemplified in parts of the Ruby Mines district, where 
the chief associate species dJi^^Xylia dolalriformis, Pterocarpiis macrocarpus, 
Diospyros 'bmmanica, Acacia Catechu, Adina cordifolia, Odina Wodier, and 
others, with Termimlia Oliveri in the drier parts ; the chief bamboo is Dendro- 
calamus strictus. In the dry zone proper the rainfall varies from 22 in. to about 
50 in., but it is doubtful if the tree occurs in tracts where it is less than 30 in. 
The geological formation consists mainly of soft sedimentary unaltered 
sandstones and shales. Terminalia tomentosa is common, but its growth is 
stunted ; its chief associates are Terminalia Oliveri, Tectona Hamiltoniana, 
Acacia Catechu, A, leucophloea, Buchanania latijolia, Diospyros hurmanica, 
Odim Wodier, Schleichera trijuga, and sometimes Xylia dolahriformis of small 
size. 

A variety with larger leaves and fruits (var. macrocarpa, Kurz) is charac- 
teristic of indaing forest, chiefly on laterite, in association with Dipterocarpus 
Uiberculatus, Pentacme smvis, Shorea ohtusa, Melanorrhoea usitata, Buchanania 
latifolia, Diospyros hurmanica, and other species. Where the soil becomes 
stiff and clayey Terminalia tomentosa becomes the predominating species and 
may form entirely pure crops; often of an open description with a soil-covering 
mainly of grass. 

Leaf-shedding, floweeing, and fbxjiting. In northern India the leaves 
usually commence falling in January or February, and by March or April, 
and in dry places as early as February, the trees are leafless, though the dead 
leaves sometimes hang on the trees for some time. This is one of the latest 
forest trees to acq[uire its new foliage, and in northern India the new leaves 
only begin to appear about the end of June. Farther south they appear 
about April-May. The panicled spikes of small whitish flov/ers appear about 
July in northern India and about May-June farther south. In the early part 
of the rainy season a forest of Terminalia tomentosa is a beautiful sight with 
the masses of whitish blossom against the delicate green of the young foliage. 
The fruits form rapidly, becoming full-sized by about October, though still 
green ; they remain pale yellowish green from November to January, ripening 
about February-March. The fruit (Fig. 201, a) has a hard bony axis with 
five coriaceous wings, and is brown when ripe. The ripe fruit falls chiefly 
from March to May, But many unripe fruits, usually found to be bitten off 
by insects or possibly birds, fall during January-February, and turning brown 
after falling give the false impression of being ripe. Parrots often destroy 
much of the fruit crop prematurely. The ovary is often attacked by db Cynips, 
which prevents the formation of the fruit and produces bunches of galls which 
may be mistaken for fruits, though they have no resemblance to the charac- 
teristic winged fruits. 

So far as tests show, the percentage of fertility of the seed is comparatively 
low. In a number of tests carried out at Dehra Dun the maximum percentage 
obtained was only 45, except in one case in which 78 per cent, was obtained. 
Possibly these poor results are due partly to the difficulty in discriininati^^ 
between good and bad (i. e. prematurely fallen) seed when the fruits are 
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collected from the ground, but in any case this would represent the actual 
conditions so far as natural reproduction is concerned. In seven different 
samples of fruits from northern India the number weighing 1 lb. varied from 
150 to 250. 

Records of seed-years extending over a series of years in various localities 
show that fair to good seed-years are the rule, though occasional bad seed- 
years occur at varying intervals. 

Germustation (Fig. 201, &-e). Epigeous. The hard endocarp of the fruit 
opens slightly and the radicle emerges. The cotyledonary petioles elongate 
by arching and the large foliaceous cotyledons, which are convolute in the 
seed, extricate themselves and unroll. The cotyledons are raised above ground 
by the further elongation of their petioles, from between which the young 
shoot emerges. 

The seedling (Fig. 201). 

Boots : primary root moderately long and thick, terete, tapering, brown, 
upper part, immediately below ground-level, swollen, with a characteristic 
bend due to the efforts of the seedling to escape from the hard endocarp of 
the fruit during germination ; lateral roots moderate in number and length, 
fibrous, distributed down main root. Hypocotyl distinct from root, 0*2 in. 
long, green, immediately below or on surface of ground. Cotyledons : petiole 

0- 8-1-5 in. long, flattened above, green, pubescent: lamina T2-1-4 in. by 

1- 1*5 in., foliaceous, somewhat fleshy, broadly and often obliquely obovate 
orbicular, apex truncate or retuse, base tapering and slightly decurrent, bright 
green, glabrous, with five prominent veins from the base. Stem erect, terete, 
green, tomentose ; first internode, above cotyledons, l*8-2*5 in., subsequent 
internodes 0*l-0*7 in. long. Leaves simple, exstipulate, alternate, rarely sub- 
opposite, first pair not opposite. Petiole 0*l-0*2 in. long, tomentose. Lamina 
1*3-4 in. by 0*8-1 *6 in., elliptical ovate or obovate, apex and base acute, 
entire, pubescent or glabrescent above, pubescent beneath, tomentose round 
margin and on principal veins beneath, lateral veins 6-8 pairs hi young seed- 
lings ; two small glands present, one on either side of midrib near base of 
lamina on under surface. 

The cotyledons of T. tomentosa, T. Arjujia, and T, Chebula> are somewhat 
similar, but in the germinating stages the seedlings can be readily distinguished 
by the lengths of the hypocotyls and cotyledonary petioles, thus : 

Cotyledonary petioles short (0-3-0-6 in.) ; hypocotyl long (2*2-3 in.) — 
T, Ar§una. 

Cotyledonary petioles long (0-8-1-5 in.); hypocotyl moderately long 
(0*3-0‘6 m.)--y. 

Cotyledonary petioles long (0-8-1-5 in.) ; hypocotyl very short (0*2 in.) — 
T, tomentosa. 

During the first season the growth of the seedling is only moderate, 
a height of 4-7 in. being ordinarily attained under natural conditions, while 
even with regular watering and weeding a height of more than 1 ft. is seldom 
reached, though occasionally a height of 18 in. or more may be attained. 
The taproot reaches a length of about 6-10 in. within two months of germina- 
tion. In the subsequent growth of the young plant height is sacrificed to 
a branching or straggling growth, long branches being produced which bend 
over towards the ground, and no definite upward leader being formed for 
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some time ; this form of straggling or bushy growth is characteristic of certain 
other species of Tennimlia, e. g. T. Arjuna and T, myriocarpa. 

The seedlings are fairly hardy against drought, but are more sensitive to 
frost. They stand moderate side shade, but are intolerant of heavy overhead 
shade ; in experimental plots at Dehra Dun it was found that few seedlings 
survived heavy shade more than one season, while all succumbed before the 
end of the second season. .The cotyledons are subject to the attacks of 
birds, and the seedlings are browsed by deer and cattle and are uprooted by 
pigs- " 

In the forest, seedlings of Terminalia tomentosa often pass unrecognized, 
since the leaves of young seedlings are very different from those of older 
plants, the leaves being much smaller, more pointed, and more conspicuously 
hairy. A characteristic feature of seedlings of the first year is a swelling and 
decided bend where the taproot joins the stem immediately below ground- 
level, at the point where the seedling escaped from the hard fruit during 
germination. 

Silvicultural characters. Terminalia tomentosa a light-demander, 
and is rapidly suppressed under shade. It cannot be called exacting as regards 
soil, being found on a variety of soils, and sometimes on dry hills with poor 
shallow soil. Although capable of existing on stiff clay better than most 
species it does not follow that this type of soil suits it best, for its development 
on deep well-drained soil is better. 

In years of severe drought the tree has proved decidedly tender. In the 
abnormal droughts of 1899 and 1900 in the Indian Peninsula and 1907 and 
1908 in Oudh it was badly affected, but in the latter case the sal suffered 
more severely than it did. As regards frost, the leaves are readily killed, but 
the damage is often more apparent than real, since the stems frequently 
remain untouched when all the foliage is withered. Young plants are, how- 
ever, often killed back in frosty localities. 

Young plants suffer less than sal from grazing, probably because they 
lose their leaves in the hot season, at which time the sal plants send up succulent 
young shoots. Mr. J. Best ^ describes a curious form of growth due to excessive 
grazing in the Bhandara district of the Central Provinces. Considerable areas 
are covered with plants up to 18 in. in height, much branched and stunted 
in growth. On being dug up they are found to have a thick and distorted 
stem at or just beneath ground surface. This stunted growth is attributed 
more to trampling and hardening of the soil than to actual browT-sing, and it 
is pointed out that on steep hills where cattle do not graze this stunted growth 
is absent. 

The tree has a deep root-system. It sometimes produces root-suckers 
where the roots are exposed, but as a rule sparingly. Trees up to medium size 
generally coppice and pollard well, but the coppicing power of trees more 
than about 4 ft. in girth is usually poor : stools of this size sometimes make 
a dying effort by producing an immense mass of small coppice-shoots and 
then succumb. In some districts, particularly in parts of Chota Xagpur, the 
Central Provinces, and elsewhere the tree is regularly pollarded for the growing 
of tasar silk: in parts of Bombay it is extensively lopped for ash manure 
I- Ind. Forester, xxxy (1909), p. 612. 
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for crops, while in some localities it is lopped for cattle fodder. The coppicing 
and pollarding power appears to vary. Experiments carried out in the Chanda 
district of the Central Provinces in 1909 showed that of eleven different species 
coppiced and pollarded Terminalia tmne^itosa showed the poorest results under 
either method. As regards coppice, the percentage of stools which produced 
shoots when cut in different months from April to September was: April, 66; 
May, 66* July, 40; August, nil; September, nil. Coppicing experiments in 
North Khandesh, Bombay, in 1903 showed that 70 per cent, of the trees 
yielded coppice-shoots, 1-9 shoots per stool. Measurements which I made in 
1911 in three coppice coupes one and two years old in the Gonda district, 
United Provinces, showed that out of 17 species Terminalia tomentosa 
showed the largest average number of shoots per stool in each of the coupes, 
namely 4*7 in the one-year-old coupe, and 4-7 and 2-9 in two coupes two 
years old. 

A curious form of injury very prevalent among trees on the western side 
of the Indian Peninsula from North Kanara southwards to Malabar is that 
known as water-blister. This so-called blister is a ridge-like swelling on the 
side of the tree, apparently resulting from the healing over of a longitudinal 
crack in which sap or water has accumulated, so that when the blister is cut 
into a quantity of yellowish fluid is forced out under considerable pressure. 
There may be one or more blisters on a tree. 

Natxjeal REPEonucTioisr. The natural reproduction of this important tree 
is not yet fully understood. Considering the comparatively low germinative 
power of the seed, the wide distribution and relative abundance of the species 
is remarkable, and points to some compensating advantage in its power of 
e,stablishing itself under varying conditions. In forest tracts young seedlings 
may be found in large quantities after a good seed-year, indicating that even 
if a considerable proportion of the seed fails to germinate, the seedlings which 
survive from seed which does germinate are sufficiently plentiful^ 

Numerous experiments have been carried out at Dehra Dun to ascertain 
the conditions which favour natural reproduction, and so far as they go these 
experiments have shown that germination, which takes place early in the 
rains, is more successful on bare ground than where the fruits are scattered 
on grass or on low weeds. (Although germination takes place fairly readily 
in the case of fruits lying on the surface of the ground, there is a higher 
percentage of success if they are slightly buried, as often happens under 
natural conditions on loose soil during the early showers preceding the rainy 
season. Moisture greatly stimulates germination, and thus the seed may 
germinate freely under the densest shade, though the seedlings do not survive 
for more than one season if the shade is at all heavy. Successful germination 
as well as establishment of seedlings is possible in the case of fruits lying on 
a layer of dead leaves both in the sun and under shade ; this is not the case 
with sal, which fails to germinate on a layer of dead leaves in the sun, while 
under shade, although germination takes place, the seedlings do not survive 
more than one season where the leaf layer is thick. In a damp sodden growth 
of weeds the seedlings tend to rot during the first rainy season : otherwise 
they are capable of making their way through a moderate growth of grass 
and low weeds. 
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The effects of light and shade and of soil-covering at the time the fruit 
falls are indicated by the following results of experiments in six plots in the 
same locality at Dehra Dun : 


Terminalia tomentosa : survival and development of seedlings. 


Condition of plot. 

Percentage of 
germination 
(100 fruits 
scattered in 
each plot). 

Percentage and condition of survivors 
at end of first season. 

(1) In full sunlight : on bare ground, 
not weeded subsequently 

42 

40 1 

1 Seedlings up to 6 in. high ; plots 
h covered with grass up to 1 ft. 

(2) In full sunlight : on short grass 

14 

12 

I high. 

(3) In moderate side shade : on bare 
ground, not weeded subsequently 

29 

28 1 

Seedlings healthy, up to in. 

high ; ground moist with heavy 

(4) In moderate side shade : on short 
grass 

5 


dew ; grass and weeds about 
9 in; high. 

(5) In dense OYerhead shade : on bare 
ground, not weeded subsequently 

45 

14 

Of which only 2 healthy, 4 in. 
high, on side of plot near light ; 
remainder dpng. 

(6) In dense overhead shade : on short 
grass 

29 

6 

Up to 5 in. high, only on side of 
plot near light. 

The effect of light on natural reproduction has been further brought out 

in two plots in close proximity to each other at Dehra Dun, one plot being 


under the fairly heavy shade of bamboos and the other in the open. These 
plots were laid out with the view of ascertaining if sal seed scattered on the 
surface of a thick layer of leaves would germinate and the seedlings would 
establish themselves under shade and in the open respectively. The leaves 
in question were collected in the forest, and among them were a number of 
fruits of Terminalia tomentosa. In the shaded plot several seedlings appeared 
from these fruits during the rainy season in July and August : germination 
was very successful owing to the w^et layer of leaves. Of the seedlings which 
appeared the survivals were only 4 in November, 2 in December, 1 in January, 
1 in March, and none in July. It is probable that the mortality was due 
not only to shade but also to want of moisture, since the ground became 
decidedly dry after the rainy season was over ; this, however, would also 
hold imder similar conditions in the forest. In the open (unshaded) plot ten 
seedlings appeared : although some of the fruits germinated on the dry upper 
layer of the dead leaves a number failed to do so, and this indicates that 
a thick layer of dead leaves in the open may prevent reproduction to some 
extent, though to nothing like the extent which it does in the case of sal, 
for the sal fruits fall after the season of leaf -shedding, whereas those of 
Terminalia tomentosa fall in the early part of it and therefore do not lie on 
the top of the leaves. These ten seedlings all survived, and by October of 
the second year varied from 1 ft. 5 in. to 4 ft. 2 in. in height ; some were 
amongst grass about 2 ft. high and others were quite in the open. This experi- 
ment clearly demonstrates the necessity for an abundance of light for successful 
natural reproduction. 

To summarize, it may be said that these preliminary experiments indicate 
the following to be some of the main factors which favour the establishment 
of natural reproduction : (1) abundance of light, (2) a fair degree of soil 
moisture, (3) bare ground, (4) loose soil, enabling the fruits to be slightly 
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covered during the early showers, (5) absence of dense sodden grass and weed- 
growth. The influence of frost, fire, and grazing will be alluded to below. 

Confirmation of the results of these preliminary experiments may fre- 
quently be met with by observations in the forest. The effect of light in 
particular is constantly noticeable. Vigorous young seedlings appear in 
quantity along roads, paths and fire-lines, and on open spaces. Dense masses 
of saplings establish themselves in gaps with, complete overhead light, and 
the stronger ones eventually suppress the w^eaker. 

An instance of the result of admitting light and clearing the gromid is 
recorded in the Burma Forest Report for 1914-15, "where it is stated that 
good natural reproduction resulted from the burning of an area in Toungoo 
in which the bamboo had flowered ; this area had previously been fire- 
protected for many years. 

A good instance of the value of loose soil w^as observed a few years ago 
in the Gonda district of the United Provinces, where vigorous seedlings 
appeared in large numbers in the loose earth washed down along the base 
of the ridge of earth thrown up alongside a new boundary trench. The 
abundance of the seedlings was due to the fruits having been washed against 
the base of the ridge and partially covered with soil, and indicates that surface 
water in the rains is an important distributing agency ; the vigour of the 
seedlings was apparently due to the loose earth in which they grew^ Similarly 
in loose bare earth along the sides of cart tracks in the forest seedlings are 
often found in great abundance. 

The establishment of the pure type of Terminalia tomentosa forest on 
alluvial land in parts of the sub-Himalayan tract, which has already been 
alluded to, furnishes a good instance of a combination of factors which favour 
the reproduction of this species to such an extent that it becomes dominant, 
forming pure or almost pure forest. The chief factors in question are full 
overhead light, loose soil, sufficient soil moisture, and absence of dense weed- 
grow’th, though the ground may be covered with an open growth of moderately 
tall grass. The gradual evolution of this type of forest, -which is illustrated 
in Figs. 197-200, is as follow^s : 

The fruits are partly wind-borne and partly water-borne, and the seed 
germinates on alluvial deposits in the beds and along the banks of streams 
in a soil consisting of sand, or of fine sand with an admixture of clay forming 
a rich alluvial loam. Frequently Acacia Catechu and Dalbergia Sissoo are 
found coming up along with tho TermiimUaj the latter being mixed with the 
others either by single trees or, as is more common, by groups. In such 
a mixture the Acacia and Dalbergia eventually become outgrown and sup- 
pressed by the Terminalia, and the latter forms a pure crop or, if there are 
gaps in the crop, other species may come in ; of these the commonest is 
Anogeissus latifolia, while sal also tends to appear where the locality is suitable 
and the cover is not too dense. 

The development of this forest is interesting as showing that Termimlia 
tomentosa, like Acacia Catechu and Dalbergia Sissoo, is capable of establishing 
itself on new alluvial ground on which sal is unable to establish itself owing 
to the fact that the soil moisture in the dry season of the year is insufficient 
to support it ; in other w’^ords, Terminalia tomentosa is capable of establishing 
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itself ill soil in wMch sal fails to survive for want of sufficient permanent 
moisture. On the other hand, a copious rainfall in the year of seeding appears 
to favour natural reproduction: thus in the Dehra Dun forests in 1910, 
following a season of abundant rainfall, young seedlings were found in great 
abundance in the ensuing cold weather. 

In connexion with soil moisture it may be mentioned that seedlings of 
Termmalia tomentosa, like those of sal, have been observed to die back in 
dry localities, forming long thick taproots which enable the young plants 
eventually to establish themselves. 

Excessive grazing is a serious menace to natural reproduction. Allusion 
has already been made under ' silvicultural characters ' to a bushy growth 
resulting from excessive grazing in the Bhandara district. Central Provinces.* 
In the Gonda district of the United Provinces, where excessive grazing has 
resulted in a dense undergrowth of Carissa spinarum with little or no repro- 
duction of tree species, the plan was adopted a few years ago of cutting the 
Carissa and with the cut plants forming a thorny fence round coupes recently 
feUed, in order to keep out cattle : the exclusion of grazing combined with 
the admission of light resulted in abundant reproduction of Terminalia tomen- 
tosa, and provided weed-growth is kept within bounds its establishment is 
assured. 

(In the drier types of forest, fire is undoubtedly injurious to natural 
reproduction, but in moist types, such as those of Kanara and Malabar, 
fire-protection tends to oust this and other deciduous species and to replace 
them by shade-bearing evergreens) Mr. E. A. Leete,^ writing in 1900 of the 
results of fire-protection in the sal forests of Kheri and Bahraich in Oudh, 
observed that fire-protection had not favoured Termmalia tomentosa repro- 
duction, but the reverse, and that although saplings which originated before 
the days of fire-protection were plentiful, seedling reproduction had come to 
a standstill. Mr. (now Sir Sainthill) Eardley-Wilmot,^ referring to these 
observations, noted that the forests in question had passed through three 
stages, namely : 

' First stage. The forest annually burnt, impossible for seed to germinate 
save in those localities which escaped fires ; in consequence the tree represented 
in^perfection in low-lying areas and along the drainage lines and banks of lakes. 

^Second stage. The forests protected from fire, the above restriction 
removed and immediate spread of the species over the ruined sal forest. 

' Third stage- Continued protection, recovery of vitality in the sal forest, 
renewed suitability of the soil for sal reproduction, intolerance and defeat of 
other species by the triumphant sal forest.’ 

The observation on the third stage undoubtedly bears out the results of 
the preliminary experiments in respect of the light requirements of the young 
plant and its inability to compete with more vigorous vegetation, in this case 
sal. The explanation of the paucity of Termiimlia reproduction in this case 
is no doubt the correct one,, namely, that whereas reproduction is favoured 
by fire-protection, it is prevented by continuous protection, which favours the 
sal to a greater extent. In such a case the reproduction of Termimlia must 
be looked for only in places unsuitable for the sal, and this is in fact the case, 
1 Ind. Forester, xxvi (1900), p. 239. s ^ 37Y 
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for it is in low-ljdng badly drained ground, where sal cannot gain a footing, 
that Terminalia GhiQ&j springs up. 

LThe fruits fall for the most part before or during the season of fires, and 
this fact has been held t(^be a preventive of reproduction owing to the destruc- 
tion of the fruit. In the case of severe fires the germinative power of the seed 
is possibly destroyed, but in the case of light fires it is difficult to believe, in 
the absence of definite tests, that the hard endocarp is not a sufficient pro- 
tection to the seed} 

In some localities, particularly in the Indian Peninsula, the plants assume 
a low bushy growth only a few feet high, which they may maintain for several 
years before they commence to grow up. Haines notes that the ultimate 
stem is a sympodium, arising not from the apex of one of the shoots but from 
a bud lower down. The cause of this bushy growth is not always definitely 
known, but probably it is due to more causes than one. Excessive grazing, 
and more probably trampling, have already been noted as a cause. Erost 
certainly produces this growth, for it has been noticed to be prevalent in 
frosty hoUows where the stems are killed back annually. Fire and suppression 
are other possible causes, while on the analogy of the dying back of sal this 
abnormal growth may perhaps be due in some cases to want of soil moisture, 
to stiffness or hardness of the soil, or to some other unfavourable soil factor, 
such as bad soil-aeration. It has been suggested that rich soil and absence 
of weeds may be possible causes of this form of growth ; if this be the case 
these factors certainly do not always cause it. Mr. P. M. Lushington mentions 
that the pruning of all but the strongest shoot may result in a leader being 
formed. 

Abtificial REPKODTJCTioisr. Direct sowings, as well as transplanting from 
the nursery during the first rains, before the taproot has reached any great 
length, prove quite successful. In order to ensure regular weeding at small 
cost sowing in lines is preferable to other forms of sowing ; in order to allow 
for indifferent germination the fruits should be sown fairly close together, at 
intervals of about 6 in., superfluous plants being afterwards transplanted to 
fill gaps in the finest Line sowings with field crops have proved successful 
on an experimental scale, the lines being kept clear of crops to a width of 
about 2 ft. Pit sowings to fill up blanks have proved successful in Bombay. 
[Sowing should be carried out before the early rains, the soil being worked up 
and the fruits lightly covered| As a rule 1 lb. of fruits will suffice for 100-120 ft. 
of line. \ln the nursery the fruits should be sown not long after they ripen, 
about Marc h-April, and if the beds are regularly watered and weeded the 
seedlings should be ready for transplanting early in the rainy season^ In 
Bombay the fruits are sown on a layer of leaves and grass in order to raise 
them from the ground and prevent them from rotting : the seed germinates 
readily after a good fall of rain, and the seedlings are easy to lift without 
damage to the root if the sowing is done on leaves.^ 

Mr. R. Bourne informs me that in Malabar he has obtained the best 
results in germination by sowing the seeds in seed-beds divided into squares 
surrounded by small mud walls, so that when the beds are flooded the water 
stands in them for some time. 

^ R. S. Pearson in Ind. Forester, xxxi (1905), p. 170. 
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Owing to the light requirements of the young plants, sowing and 
planting -under cover should be avoided, such work being confined to open 
places or gaps of some extent. Plantations are apt to be damaged by deer 
and pigs. 

SiLVioirLTTJEAn TREATMENT. The Correct treatment of this tree must be 
based on its light-demanding character during all stages of its existence. 
Actually its treatment is as a rule that of an accessory species to more valuable 
trees such as teak or sal, or as a component of a mixed crop in which it is not 
of outstanding importance. Under existing working plans it is worked along 
with other species usually under some form of selection fellings or under 
coppice- with-standards. For the rearing of silkworms it is regularly pollarded. 
It is quite suitable for working as even-aged high forest with natural or 
artificial reproduction. 

Rate of growth. (1) High forest The annual rings are not always 
clearly distinguishable, though the rate of growth in several working plans is 
based on the results of ring-countings ; the figures deduced in this way may 
be taken as only approximately correct. The results of various sample plot 
measurements are available, and these may be taken to be more accurate 
than the figures based on ring-countings, though here also there is an element 
of uncertainty in the fact that the time required for a seedling to establish 
itself under different conditions is not known. 

United Provinces, The statement below gives a summary of the results 
of sample plot girth measurements in natural forest up to 1917, the measure- 
ments in all sample plots being combined for separate localities or forest 
divisions. These sample plots are situated in sal forest. 

Terminalia tomentosa : girth increment in high forest sample plots, 
United Provinces. 


Corresponding girth. 


Age. 

Dehra Dun. 

S. Kheri. 

N. Kheri. 

Gonda. 

Hlibhit. 

Bahraioh, 

(260 

trees) 

(67 trees) 

(30 trees) 

(64 trees) 

(21 trees) 

(30 trees) 

years. 

ft. 

in. 

ft. 

in. 

ft. 

in. 

ft. 

in. 

ft. 

in. 

ft. 

in. 

10 


. 

o‘ 

. 


. . 





0 

5 

20 

, 

. 

5 

0* 

7 

0* 

* 4 



0 

10 

30 

0 

11 

0 

10 

1 

1 

0 

7 



1 

5 

40 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

8 

0 

11 

2 

*0 

2 

0 

50 

1 

10 

1 

6 

2 

2 

1 

■4 

2 

6 

2 

7 

60 

2 

3 

1 

11 

2 

8 

1 

8 

2 

11 



70 

2 

9 

2 

4 ■. ■ 

3 

' .2 ' \ 

•2 

0 

3 

3 



80 

3 

4: 

2 

10 

3 

7 

2 

4 

3 

7 



90 

3 

11 

3 

' 4;' 

4 

0 

2 : 

9 

3 

11 



100 

4 

6 

3 

10 

4 

4 

3 

1 

4 

2 



no 

o 

2 

4 

5 

4 

8 

3 

6 





120 

5 

9 

5 

1 

4 

11 

3 

10 





130 





5 

2 

4 

3 





140 





5 

4 

4 

9 





150 





0 

6 

5 

4 





160 





o 

8 

5 

11 





170 





5 

10 






180 





5 

11 








270 ^ 6 .-- Measurements taken over bark at ft. from ground-level : 
time required for seedling to establish itself. 


no addition made for 
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Bihar and Orissa, The following are the results of measurements in two 
sample plots in the Singhbhum forest division, (1) in Tirilposi block, (2) on 
the Samta-Hendakuli old road : 


TerminaUa fomeniosa : girth increment in high forest sample plots, 
Singhbhum division. 


Girth 

class. 

ft. 

2- 3 

3- 4 

4- 5 
0—6 
6-7 


No. of trees under 
observation. 

( 1 ) ( 2 ) 


18 

3 

1 


No. of years under 
observation. 

( 1 ) ( 2 ) 


18 


27 


Mean annual girth 
increment for period. 

(1) (2) 

m. in. 

0-47 

0-61 0-30 

! ' 0-33 

0-37 


A tree raised from seed sown in 1901 by Mr. Haines in the forest garden 
at Chaibassa attained in sixteen years a height of 33 ft. and a girth of 2 ft. 3|- in. 

Central Provinces. Ring-countings in the ease of a few felled trees in 
the South Chanda forest division gave the following results : ^ 

TerminaUa tomentosa : girth increment, South Chanda, Central Provinces. 


Girth at 4| ft. from 
ground-level. 

in. 

6 
12 
18 
24 ■ 

30 


Mean annual girth 
Age. increment. 

years. in. 

8i 0-71 

17 0-70 

25i 0-71 

47 0-Sl 

76 0-40 


^ote. No addition made for time rei^uired for establishment of seedling. 

The following results of sample plot measurements extending over a period 
of eight years in respect of 39 trees in the Baihar and Raigarh ranges of the 

Balaghat division show a very slow rate of growth : 2 


TerminaUa tomentosa : 

: girth increment in high forest 




Balaghat. 


Age. 

Mean girth. 


Mean girth. 

Age. 

years. 

ft. in. 

years. 

ft. in. 

years. 

“ 20 

0 3^ 

70 

1 5J 

120 

30 

0 6 

80 

1 8 

130 

40 

0 9 

90 

1 lot 

140 

50 

1 0 

100 

2 


60 

1 2i 

110 

2 . ^4 ■ ^ 



Mean girth, 
ft. in. 

2 6 | 

2 

3 0 


Note,- 


-No addition made for time required for establishment of seedling. 


^ Working Plan for the Dhaba, Ghot, and Marklianda Ranges and Elchil Forest, South 
Chanda, J. Donald, 1913, 

- Statistics compiled in the Silviculturist’s office, 1916-17 ; Ind. For. Rec., vol. vi, pt. v. 
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Bombay. The following table has been compiled from measurements 
based on ring-countings and recorded in high forest working plans in 
Bombay : 

Termifialia fmnentosa : diameter increment in high forest, Bombay 

Presidency. 


North Kanara district. Surat 

district. 




■g-C 

oq' 

'Sb 


c3 

ec 

OQ 

c3 





S g 

© M 




'P 

CO 

SH 


m 

bO 

Age. 

Supa fuel 
reserves.^ 
(1906) 

Allkola high fo 
Blocks xxiv 
xxv.^ 
(1908) 

Kalinaddi slo 
Block XXV 
(1909) 

..H Jco 

a ^ 

p.'.'iS 

o 

m 

(1910) 

Ankola-Kuj 

coast.® 

(1911) 

Sirsi town for( 
(1913) 

0 
m 

1 
!x 

high fores 
Block xxvi 
(1914) 

North Dan 
forests.^ 
(1912) 

years. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 


in. 

in. 


in. 

in. 

10 

2-21 

2-18 

2-4 

1-7 


1-6 

1-1 


1-0 

2-5 

20 

4-20 

4-00 

5-7 

3-7 


4-0 

2-4 


2-6 

7*3 

30 

6-27 

5-76 

8-4 

5-2 


6-4 

3-7 


4-6 

10-6 

40 

8-12 

7-46 

9-9 

6-8 


8-6 

5-0 


6*6 

13*2 

50 

10-06 

9-05 

12-2 

8-4 


10-3 

6-2 


8-8 

16-2 

60 

11-50 

10-55 

14-2 

10-0 


11*8 

7-4 


10-7 

20*2 

70 


11*73 

15-9 

11-6 


13-1 

8-7 


12-5 

.22*2' 

80 


12-80 

17-6 

13-1 


14-3 

10-1 


14-3 

24*5 

90 


14-13 

18-9 

14-5 


... 

11-5 


16-0 

25-5 

100 


15-51 

20-4 

15-8 



13-0 


17*6 

... 

110 


16-82 

21-9 

17-1 



14*4 


19*2 


120 


18-10 

23*2 

18-5 



15-6 


20*6 


130 


19-21 

24-4 

19-9 



16-6 


21-8 


140 


20-75 

25-5 

21*3 



17-6 


22-8 


150 


21-96 

26-5 

22-7 



18-0 


23-6 


160 


23-10 

27-3 

24-0 





24*4 


170 



. . 






25-4 



Measurements do not include bark. Thickness of bark is given as 1*3 in. in the 
North Dangs forests, and 1*6 in. in the Sopinhosalli and Yekambi-Sonda forests. 

1 Measurements by D. A. Thomson. ^ Measurements by R. S. Pearson. 

® Measurements by P. E. Aitchison. ^ Measurements by G. E. Marjoribanks. 


Madras. Ring-countings in the Begur forest (25 trees) and Chedleth 
range forests (77 trees), North Malabar, gave the following results : 


Terminalia tomentosa : results of ring-countings, North Malabar, Madras. 




Mean age. 

Diameter. 

Corresponding girth. 

Begur. 

Chedleth range. 

. in, ' 

in. 

years. 

years. ■ 

6 

19 

28 

26 

12 

38 

58 

48 

18 

57 

85 

.72,,: 

24 

75 ■ 

117 

100 

(2) Coppice. 

United Provinces. Measurements by Mr. C. M. McGrie in 

1910 in sal coppice coupes at Ramgarh in 

the Gorakhpur 

district gave the 

following results 

for Terminalia tomentosa 

as compared 

with sal {Shorea 


robusfa) : 
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Terminalia tomentosa : growth of coppice at Ramgarh, Gorakhpur, 

United Provinces. 


Mean height. 

Age, Teminalia tomentosa, 

years. ' ft. 

2 4-5, 

4 9-0 

6 12-3 

8 15-0 

10 17-0 


Sal. 

Mean girth. 
Tarmmalia tomentosa. 

Sal. 

ft. 

in. 

in. 

3-0 

1-3 



7-0 

3-0 

2-0 

10-3 

4-5 

2-9 

13-0 

■ 5-7 

3-8 

15-3 

7-3 

. 4-8 


Tile following measurements made by me in 1911 in young coppice coupes 
in the Tikri forest, Gonda, show the comparative growth of Terminalia tomen- 
tosa and sal : 


Terminalia tomentosa : growth of young coppice in the Tikri forest, 
Gonda, United Provinces. 


Mean height. Average No. of shoots per stool. 


Age. 

Terminalia tomentosa. 

Sal. 

Terminalia tomentosa. 

Sal. 

years. 

ft. 

ft. 

in. 

in. 

^ 1 

8-2 

4-7 

4-7 

2-2 

2 

11-2 

10-0 

2-9 

1-7 

2 

6-3 

7-6 

4-7 

1-8 


Bihar and Orissa. Measurements in coppice coupes of various ages in 
the Saitba block, Kolhan, Ghota Nagpur, in a somewhat dry type of forest 
on hilly ground with stony soil, gave the following results : 

Terminalia tomentosa : growth of coppice in the Saitba block, Kolhan, 

Ghota Nagpur. 


Mean height. Mean girth. 


Age. 

Terminalia tomentosa. 

Sal. 

Termvmlia tome7itosa. 

Sal. 

years. 

ft. 

ft. 

in. 

in,. 

2 

5*5 

9-0 

1-5 

4-0 

4 

10-5 ■ 

16*0 

3-2 

6-5 

6 

14’5 

20-0 

4-8 

.■ 8-6 

8 

17-8 

22-5 

6-5 

10-3 

10 

20-4 

24-5 

8-3 

,11-5 

12 

■ 22-7 ■■ 

26-5 

lO-O 

' 12-6 

14 

■ ■ 24*5 

28-5 

11-6 

' 13-6 


Bombay. The following coppice measurements are recorded in the working 
plan for the Karwar fuel reserves, West Kanara forest division : ^ 

Terminalia tomentosa : growth of coppice in the Karwar fuel reserves, 
West Kanara, Bombay. 


Age. 

Girth, 

Age. 

Girth. 

years* ■ 

'in. 

years. 

in. 

4 ,.: 

6-75' 

11 

11-16 

5 ' 

8-46 

12 

11-31 

6 

8-55 

13 

11-69 

7 

8-71 

15 

12-75 

8 

9-26 

18 

17-0 

9 

10-55 




^ Working Plan for the Karwar Fuel Reserves, West Kanara, Bombay, D. A. Thomson, 1904. 
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4. Teriniiiaiia Arjima, Bedd. Sjn. T, glabra, W. and A. ; PentajMra 
Arjuna, Roxb. Vern. Arjun, arjmia, haJma, Jcoha, Hind. ; Savimadat, Mar. ; 
Holematti, Kan. ; Kula marntfm, Tam. ; TJiella 7naddi, Tel. (Fig. 204.) 

A large handsome tree, evergreen or nearly so, with trunk often buttressed, 
a large crown and drooping branchlets. Bark smooth, exfoliating in thin 
irregular sheets, green when newly exposed, turning light grey, pink inside ; 
young bark with chlorophyll. The tree resembles T, tomentosa except for its 
smooth bark, the narrower wings to the fruits, and the fact that it is charac- 
teristic of the banks of streams. It sometimes attains an enormous girth. 
Mr. J. C. McDonnell ^ records two trees 26 ft. and 32 ft. in girth at 5 ft. from 
ground-level at the village of Manapur in Jammu. 

The wood is brown, very hard, used for building, agricultural imple- 
ments, carts, and boats. The bark is used for tanning, and is much collected 
for the purpose in Central India. A special blazing instrument is used 
which strips off flakes of cortex without penetrating to and damaging the 
cambium, and within two years the stripped patches are covered with a 
thick new growth of cortex slightly lighter in colour than the original bark : 
if the cambium is injured the wood blackens and no regrowth of cortex takes 
place. 

DiSTEiBTJTioisr AXD HABITAT. Terminalia Arjuna is common throughout 
the greater part of the Indian Peninsula along rivers, streams, ravines, and 
dry watercourses, reaching a large size on fertile alluvial loam. It extends 
northward to the sub-Himalayan tract, where it is locally distributed along 
the banks of streams. It is common in Chota Nagpur, Central India, 
the Central Provinces, and parts of the Bombay and Madras Presidencies, 
extending south to Ceylon. It is often planted for shade or ornament 
along roadsides and in avenues. In some localities it has escaped from 
cultivation along streams, and is doubtfully indigenous. It is found naturally 
in regions where the absolute maximum shade temperature varies from 
100° to 118° F., the absolute minimum from 30° to 60° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 30 to 70 in. ; as, however, its occurrence depends largely on the 
moisture supplied by streams, its distribution is not governed by climatic 
considerations alone. 

Leaf-shedding, FLO weehstg, and feuiting. The tree is evergreen or 
nearly so, the new foliage appearing early in the hot season. The panicled 
spikes of small white flowers appear from April to July, and the fruits ripen 
the following February to May. The^^ (Fig. 202, d) are 1-2 in. long, 
with a hard bony axis and five to seven wings 0-25-0‘5 in. broad ; about 
80-110 weigh 1 lb. As in T. the germinative power of the seed 

is often indifferent. The tree flowers and fruits at an early age : a tree six 
years old flowered and fruited abundantly at Dehra Dun in 1918. 

Geemination (Fig. 202, 6-/). Epigeous. The hard endocarp of the fruit 
opens slightly and the radicle emerges. The hypocotyl elongates by arching, 
and the large foliaceous cotyledons, which are convolute in the seed, extricate 
themselves and unroll. The hypocotyl straightens and still farther elongates, 
carrying the cotyledons above ground ; at the same time the young shoot 
emerges from between the two cotyledonary petioles. 

^ Ind, Forester, xxix (1903), p. 152. 






TERMINALIA 


631 


The seedlin-g (Fig. 202). 

Roots : primary root long, terete, tapering, wiry : lateral roots numerous, 
fibrous, distributed down main root. Hypocotyl distinct from root, 2*2-3 in! 
long, terete or slightly compressed, tapering slightly upwards, tomentose. 
Cotyledons: petiole 0-3-0-6 in. long, flattened above, tomentose: lamina 
0-7-0-9 in. by 1 *4-2*2 in., foliaceous, somewhat fleshy, reniform, much broader 
than long, apex broadly truncate, base decurrent, entire, green, with three 
conspicuous and two mii\or veins from the base. Stem erect, terete, pubescent ; 
first internode, above the cotyledons, 1 *8-2*2 in., subsequent internodes 
0*2-1 in. long. Leaves simple, alternate, or first pair sub-opposite, exstipulate. 
Petiole 0*2-0*3 in. long, flattened above, pubescent. Lamina 2*4-4 in. long, 
elliptical lanceolate, apex and base acute, widely serrulate, sparsely pubescent, 
or glabrous on the upper surface, venation sub-arcuate, lateraP veins 8-12 
pairs. 

The young seedling of this species is easily distinguished from those of 
T, tomentosa and jT. Ghehula by the length of the hypocotyl and cotyledonary 
petioles (see p. 519). 

The growth of the seedling during the first season is somewhat faster 
than in the case of T, tomentosa, a height of about 5-12 in. being ordinarily 
attained under natural conditions, and a height of 1 ft. to 1 ft. 9 in. in the 
case of nursery-raised plants. A fairly long taproot is developed early and 
may attain a length of as much as 1 ft. within two months of germination. 
As in the case of T, tomentosa and T, myriocarpa, the young plant during the 
first few years tends to assume a straggling or branching formation, sacrificing 
height-growth to the production of long side branches which bend over towards 
the ground. This does not always occur, however, and rapid height-growth 
may take place from the commencement ; thus young tended plants at Dehra 
Dun have attained a height of 6-10 ft., with a basal girth of 5-8 in., in three 
years. In Berar seedlings have reached a height of IJ ft. in two years, and 
at Nagpur they have attained 3 ft. in 2| years. Growth is stimulated by 
regular watering and loosening of the soil. 

The seedlings are somewhat sensitive to frost, and are decidedly sensitive 
to drought, both in the germinating stages and subsequently. They grow 
well in full sunlight provided the ground is moist ; they also stand moderate 
shade, but not dense overhead shade. In northern India the season's growth 
ceases in November-December and new growth commences about March. 

SiLViouLTHaAL CHARACTEBS. The tree is capable of standing more shade 
than T. tomentosa. It has a more or less superficial root-system, and relies 
for its moisture chiefly on the streams whose banks it frequents. It is some- 
what tender to frost as well as to drought. Mr. C. M. McCrie ^ notes regarding 
the abnormal drought of 1899 and 1900 that many trees along the banks of 
the streams in the Nagpur district died owing to the lowering of the subsoil 
water-level. The tree produces root-suckers and pollards well. Experiments 
in Bombay have shown that it coppices well up to a girth of about 2| ft., 
after which the coppicing power is indifferent. 

Natural reproduction. Under natural conditions germination takes 
place early in the rainy season, and may actually commence with the early 
showers before the monsoon proper. Numerous experiments at Dehra Dun, 

^ Ind. Forester, xxvi (1900), p 338. 
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including plots of ground kept moist by percolation in order to imitate natural 
conditions, showed that the seed does not germinate readily if exposed to the 
sun, and if germination begins the radicle is very liable to dry up. If the 
fruits become partially buried by rain or otherwise germination is much more 
successful, while the success is greater on bare soil with a considerable amount 
of moisture, provided the fruits are buried : these conditions ordinarily obtain 
on alluvial ground along streams. A certain degree of shade, particularly 
from the side, assists the establishment of the seedling, but heavy shade is 
inimical. In the forest seedlings are often to be found in large quantities 
where the fruits have been accumulated by the action of streams in loose 
alluvial soil and conditions for germination have been favourable. 

Aetificial eepeodtjction. The plants bear transplanting well during 
the first rainy season before the taproot becomes too long. The fruits should 
be sown in the nursery about April~May, covered lightly, and watered regularly. 
Irrigated weeded line sowings have been found successful. 

Rate of geowth. Few detailed statistics are available regarding the 
rate of growth, but young trees planted at Dehra Dun and well watered have 
grown fairly rapidly. A cross-section from the United Provinces 2 ft. 8|- in. 
in girth, including bark, in the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun showed 
43 rings, giving a mean annual girth increment of 0-75 in. Trees raised from 
seed sown in 1901 by Mr. Haines in the forest garden at Chaibassa, Chota 
Nagpur, attained the following dimensions in sixteen years : 

(1) Height 40 ft., girth 2 ft. 11 in. 

(2) Height 37 ft., girth 2 ft. 8 in. 

(3) Height 37 ft., girth 1 ft. 8|- in. 

Measurements in coppice coupes in Bombay showed that a height of 12 ft. 
and a girth of 10 in. may be expected in six to seven years. 

5. Terminalia myriocarpa, Heurbk and MueU. Arg. Vern. Panisaj, Nep. ; 
Hollock, jhalna, Ass. 

A very large evergreen tree with pendulous branches. Bark greyish 
brown, rough, exfoliating in vertical flakes. Wood dark brown, hard, used 
for house-building, canoes, cheap furniture, and other purposes. The tree 
attains very large dimensions. Mr. Jacob ^ records one tree in the Raidak 
valley over 30 ft. in girth, and two trees close together in the Chirrang valley 
roughly 36 and 27 ft. in girth. Babu R. N. De ^ records a tree 46 ft. 4 in. in 
girth round buttresses in the Lakhimpur district, Assam. 

Disteibutioh akd habitat. Eastern Himalaya from Nepal eastwards, 
in valleys and lower hills up to 5,000 ft., Assam, hills of Upper Burma. It is 
very plentiful in some localities, often coming up in gregarious patches on 
newly exposed ground, forming pure even-aged groups underneath which 
evergreen species appear. Mr. Jacob notes that it is very common in Bhutan 
up to 3,000 ft. and is found up to 4,000 ft. Mr. Milroy^ reports that in the 
Abor country it is the predominant tree on the lower hills, where trees of 
12 and 14 ft. girth are common, and still larger ones up to 18 and 20 ft. are 
not scarce ; he adds that although the trees are apt to be short in the bole 

1 Report on tte l^rests of Bhutan, 1912 .^ ^ Ind. Forester, sliv (1918), 517. 

® Report on the Forest Resources of the Abor Country, 1912. 
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and miicli branched a great quantity of clean timber could be extracted from 
them. 

Termimlia myriocarpa is essentially a tree of moist situations and, rich 
soil, and in Assam is often found associated mth Bischoffia javanica. In its 
natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies from 90"^ to 
102'" F., the absolute minimum from 33° to 45° F., and the normal rainfall 
from 80 to 200 in. or possibly more. 

Floweeing and ebuiting. The panicles of small pink flowers appear 
in October-November and the fruits ripen from March to June. The fruits 
(Fig. 203, a) are small and light, 0- 1-0* 15 in. long, light yellowish brown, with 
a pair of lateral membranous wings, the whole 0*4~0-5 in. in width. About 
4,000 to 4,500 weigh 1 oz. The germinative power of the seed is fairly good, 
tests at Dehra Dun showing a fertihty of 63 per cent., which for a small light 
seed is not unsatisfactory. Seed-year records show that the tree seeds well 
as a rule every year. The trees are a very handsome sight when covered 
with masses of pink blossom or yellow fruits. 

Germination (Fig. 203, b-d). Epigeous. The thin radicle emerges from 
one end of the winged fruit and the cotyledons from the other ; the hypocotyl 
quickly elongates, carrying above ground the cotyledons, which expand in the 
meantime, and the young shoot emerges from between them. 

The seedling (Fig. 203). 

Roots : primary root moderately long, terete, tapering, wiry : lateral roots 
numerous, fine, fibrous, distributed down main root. Hypocotyl distinct from 
root, 0*5--0*8 in. long, thin, terete, cylindrical, tomentose. Cotyledons : petiole 
0*1-~0*15 in. long, flattened above, pubescent: lamina 0-1--0-2 in. by 0*15- 
0*3 in., foliaceous, reniform or sub-orbicular, broader than long, apex truncate 
or retuse, base tapering, entire, glabrous or minutely pubescent. Stem erect, 
terete, green or red, rusty tomentose ; internodes 0*2-0 *7 in. long. Leaves, 
first pair opposite, small, subsequent leaves larger than first pair, alternate, 
exstipulate. First pair with petiole 0*1 in. long or less, tomentose, lamina 
0-4-0-5 in. by 0*15-0*2 in., elliptical lanceolate, apex and base acute, entire 
or obscurely serrate, glabrous or sparsely pubescent above, sparsely pubescent 
beneath. Subsequent leaves with petiole 0* 1-0*3 in. long, tomentose, lamina 
0*l-2*8 in. by 0*4-1 in., elliptical lanceolate, acuminate, base acute, serrate, 
pubescent, venation arcuate, lateral veins 6-10 pairs, nearly reaching the 
margin ; later leaves of the first season with glands at the base. The serrate 
leaves of the seedling are interesting ; the adult leaves of this species, and of 
the whole order, are entire. 

In its early stages the seedling is minute, and is apt to be washed away 
by rain before it gains a footing. It develops rapidly, however, and attains 
a height of about 4-8 in. or more by the end of the first season. As in the 
case oi T . tomentosa and T. Arjuna, the young plant has a tendency to produce 
long straggling branches in place of a definite leader, but in spite of this its 
height-growth after the first season is rapid. Sixteen plants grown at Dehra 
Dun had a height of 4 ft. 8 in. to 7 ft. 3 in. by the end of the second season, 
and 10 to 15 ft. by the end of the third season. 

SiLViciJLTiJEAL CHARACTERS. The tree bears a fair amount of shade and 
is exacting as regards moisture. It is not known to produce root-suckers. 

Natural BERRODircTiON. The ideal conditions for successful reproduc- 
tion are a loose porous soil free from weeds, in order to enable the small light 
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fruit to reach the soil and the germinating seedling to establish itself quickly, 
and a fair amount of soil moisture. The light fruits tend to be washed into 
heaps and the minute seedlings are also liable to be washed away, considerable 
mortality resulting. The young seedlings are apt to dry up if exposed to the 
sun, and benefit by a certain ainomit of shade ; they are also apt to die off 
in quantity on stiff water-logged soil, and good drainage appears to be 
necessary for their establishment. The young crop often tends to come up 
gregariously, where conditions are favourable, on newly exposed ground or 
fresh alluvium. 

Abtificial BEPRODUCTioisr. Direct sowings are unsuitable, as the small 
light fruits are liable to be washed away. Experiments at Dehra Dun showed 
that the best results are attained in fine porous sandy soil in boxes or in well- 
raised beds protected from sun and heavy rain ; watering should be frequent 
but light. Germination ordinarily starts in two or three weeks and may 
continue for about three months. The plants transplant well during the first 
rainy season when 3 to 4 in. high. ‘ 

6, Terminalia Catappa, Linn. Syn. T. procera^ Roxb. Indian almond. 
Vern. Badam, Beng. Known in the Andamans as 'white bomb way a cor- 
ruption of the Bwmese banhwe (Careya arborea), 

A large handsome deciduous tree with whorled branches and large glabrous 
leaves which turn red before falling in the hot season. Bark smooth, grey, 
stem often buttressed. The tree is a native of the Andamans and adjacent 
islands and of the Malay Peninsula, in coast forests. It is extensively planted 
in tropical India and in Burma, particularly round monasteries, both for 
ornament and for the sake of its fruits, the kernels of which are eaten. 

In the Andamans it is common in the littoral forests on raised beaches 
and deposits of sea-sand above high tide, associated with Calopliyllum Ino- 
phyllum, Afzelia bijuga, Thespesia populnea, Heritiera littomlis, Erythrina 
indica, StercuUa spp., Pongmnia glabra, Odina Wodier, Hibiscus tiliaceus, WlA 
Pandanus tectoriics. It also extends into the padauk forests, where it is confined 
to sandy soil as a rule not far from the sea, or to diluvial deposits formed of 
detritus brought down by streams in flood. 

The whitish flowers, in axillary spikes, appear from February to May, 
and according to Bourdillon again in October-November (Travancore). The 
fruits ripen in June-July (also’ January, Bourdillon). The fruit is a yellowish 
ellipsoidal drupe, somewhat compressed, 1-5--2 in. long, with a porous fibrous 
to fleshy pericarp and a hard endocarp enclosing the edible seed. The fruit 
is adapted for dissemination by water, the thick husk of porous tissue rendering 
it buoyant. The tree is easily raised from seed, the fruits being sown in the 
nursery about July and the seedlings transplanted during the following rainy 
season. The tree grows best in a moist tropical climate. 

7. Terminalia panieulata, Roth. Vern. Kindal, Jcinjal, Mar. ; Hudve, 
homl, bili-inatti, Kan. ; Pulavdi, venmarudu, pumamdu, Tam. ; Nimiri, pula- 
maddi, Tel. 

A large to very large deciduous tree. Bark 0-4~0*6 in. thick, dark brown, 
rough, with numerous shallow longitudinal and transverse fissures. The lower 
part of the bole is often much fluted. Heart wood light brown, very hard ; 
wood used chiefly for planking, agricultural implements, and canoes, but not 
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quite so miicli in demand as that of T. tomeniosa. The bark contains much 
tannin. 

The tree reaches considerable dimensions. Mr. H. Tireman records one 
13 ft. 3 in. in girth measured in the Coorg forests : large trees, however, are 
usually unsound inside. It attains a height of 100 ft. under favourable 
.conditions. 

Disteibution and habitat. The tree is found in the western regions 
of the Indian Peninsula from Bombay southwards, and in southern India. 
In Bombay it is one of the commonest trees of the North Kanara mixed 
deciduous forests, its most important associates being teak, Dalbergia latifolia, 
Pterocarpus Marsupimn, Terminalia tomentosa, Lagerstroemia lancmlata, and 
Xylia xylocarpa. It is rare on the Deccan trap and absent from the Dangs 
and Satpuras. It extends southwards through South Canara and Malabar to 
Travancore, and occurs in the Nilgiris, Anamalais, and other hill ranges of 
southern India. In Coorg it is most plentiful and attains its largest dimensions 
in the deciduous forests of the ghats ; it is also found throughout the eastern 
forests, but here it reaches smaller dimensions. Throughout its region it is 
often the most plentiful species of the mixed forests. Bourdillon says it 
is probably the commonest tree in Travancore, often forming 50-60 per cent, 
of the trees in the deciduous forests up to 2,000 ft. elevation. It is also the 
commonest timber tree of the Nilambur valley in Malabar and of some of the 
Kanara forests. 

The tree is most frequently found in valleys and on lower slopes, preferring 
fairly moist situations. It requires a well-drained soil, and is not found on 
water-logged ground, thus differing from T, tommtosa. In the Western Ghats 
it grows equally well on the laterite soils at the foot of the ghats and on the 
decomposed crystalline rocks of the slopes. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 95° to 102° F., the absolute minimum from 55° to 65° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 40 to 180 in. or more. 

Flo WEEING AND FEUiTiNG. The flowering season appears to vary. 
Brandis gives it as August to December, Talbot (Bombay) as August to Septem- 
ber, and Bourdillon (Travancore) as July to December, one flowering succeeding 
another. Mr. H. Tireman informs me that in Coorg he has observed it in 
flower in April~May. The flowers are small and white in rusty-pubescent 
panicied spikes. 

The fruits, which ripen from December to May, are brick-red, 0*25-'0-5 in. 
long, with one large wing about 0*5~-0*75 in. broad and two smaller wings ; 
about 100-120 fruits weigh 1 oz. 

SlLVicuLTiJEAL CHAEACTEBS. The tree stands rather more shade than 
T, tomentosa, mplmgs> and poles being found coming up in small gaps ; it will 
not, however, stand heavy shade, and may be regarded as a light-demander 
rather than a shade-bearer. Frost is unknown within its region, and prolonged 
di'ought seldom if ever occurs. The tree coppices well up to a moderate size. 

Natubal EEEEODUOTION. The natural reproduction of this tree is as 
a rule plentiful, though the conditions influencing it require further study. 
In many places the moist deciduous forests of Kanara are gradually changing 
towards the evergreen type as a result of fire-protection, and the natural 
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reproduction of this and other deciduous trees is reported to be suffering in 
consequence, though it is plentiful near cultivation and along the sides of 
roads where heavy weed-growth is kept down. Mr. Tireman notes that in 
the Coorg ghats it probably owes its existence to fires, as the deciduous forest 
is almost certainly due to the Jcumri cultivation which has killed all the ever- 
green trees which must formerly have covered the locality. This would 
further indicate that newly exposed ground, such as that obtained by shifting 
cultivation, is a favourable factor, as it is in the case of light winged seeds 
and fruits in general. 

Rate oe growth. The following table shows the rate of growth in 
diameter, based on the results of ring-countings recorded in working plans of 
the North Kanara district, Bombay : 


Terminalia paniculata : growth in diameter in high forests of the North 

Kanara district, Bombay. 



Supa 

Ankola 
high forest, 

Kalinaddi 

Sopinhosalli 



Yekambi- 

Sonda 


fuel 

Blocks xxiv 

slojDes, 

high forest, 

Ankola -Kumta 

iSirsi town 

high forest, 

reserves/ 

and XXV. ^ 

Block xxvi.3 

Block xxvii.® 

coast. ^ 

forests.*^ 

Block xxvii 

Age. 

(1906) 

(1908) 

(1909) 

(1910) 

(1911) 

(1913) 

(1914) 

years- 

' in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

10 

2*1 

2*1 

2*2 

1*2 

1*8 

‘ 1*0 

1*2 

20 

4*2 

4*1 

■ 4*4 

2*8 

■ 4*0 

■ 2*4 

2*8 

30 

6*6 

5-9 

6*6 

4*4 

6*3 

3*8 

4*8 

40 

9*2 

7*7 

8-8 
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8*5 

5*4 

7*0 

50 

11*8 

9*5 

11*0 

8*5 

10*8 

7*2 

9*4 

60 

13*3 

11*2 

13*2 

10*5 

13*0 

9*0 

11*5 

70 


12-9 

15*2 

12*6 

15*2 

IM 

13*5 

80 

. . 

14*6 

17*1 

14*6 

17*4 

13*3 

15*4 

90 


16*2 

19*0 

16*7 


15*1 

17*0 
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17*8 

20*7 

18*8 


16*6 

18*5 

no 


19*4 

22*5 

20*9 


17*7 

20*0 

120 


20-6 

24*1 

23*0 


21*5 
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22-0 

25*4 




23*1 

140 


23*3 

26*4 




24*7 

loO 

160 


24-2 

24-9 

27*2 

27-6 




26*4 

170 


25*6 





• . 

Note. 
0*6 in. in 

— ^Diameter excludes bark. 
Sopiiihosalli high forest. 

Average bark thickness 0*4 

ill. in Ankola high forest and Kalinaddi slopes 


^ Measurements by D. A. Thomson. ^ Measurements by H. S. Pearson. 

Measurements by P. E. Aitchison. 


As regards coppice, the following measurements by Mr. H. A. Gass in 
the Kadike block of the South Canara district, Madras, were recorded in 
1898 - 9 : 

Terminalia panimlata : coppice measurements, South Canara. 
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Fig. 204. Terminalia Arjiina, Bombay. 
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Fig. 205. Anogeissus latifoUa, Dehra Dun, United Provinces, 
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8, Terniinalia biaiata. Steiiclel. White chuglam (Andamans). Vern. Lein, 
Biimi. ; Chugalam, And. 

A large deciduous tree of Burma and the Andamans, reaching a height 
of 100 ft. In Burma it occurs in the upper mixed deciduous forests along 
with teak and its associates, and probably also in the lower mixed forests. 
In the Andamans it is one of the chief species in the semi-deciduous forests 
associated with Pterocarpus dalbergioides (padauk), Lagerstroemia hypoleuca, 
Bomhax insigne, Sterculia spp., Alhizzia Lebhek, and others. It also occurs 
sometimes in the evergreen dipterocarp forest. It flowers in the rain}^ season 
(Brandis) and the fruits ripen in the cold season (Kurz) ; ripe fruits have been 
received from Burma in February. Mr. C. G. Rogers ^ says that numbers of 
germinating seeds were seen in the Andaman forests in the month of May, 
and that the large proportion of this species, including saplings and poles, in 
the standing crop points to its being better able to reproduce itself naturally 
than the other trees associated with padauk. The wood of this tree is strong, 
elastic, straight grained, and of good quality, and it is likely to become an 
important timber when better Imown. 

Another tree known in Burma as lein is common on the plains of Pegu, 
where it is of comparatively small size with a bushy form of growth. This 
is probably T. pyrifoUa, Kurz, which, according to Brandis, merits careful 
study in the forest, as to whether it is really a distinct species ; its size and 
mode of growth are certainly different from that of the larger and cleaner- 
stemmed T, bialata, 

9. Terminalia Oliveri, Brandis. Vern. Than, Burm. 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree with smooth greenish grey bark and 
a somewhat irregularly shaped and often channelled stem. It attains a height 
of 40-50 ft. and a girth of 4-5 ft,, but on poor ground it is stunted. The 
leaves are only 1*5-3 in. long, and turn red before falling in the hot season. 
The fruit is five-winged like that of T, tonienfosa, but much smaller. The 
wood is a good fuel and the bark is illicitly used to adulterate cutch. This 
tree is very common in the dry zone of Upper Burma in tracts where the 
rainfall varies from 22 to 40 in. and the soil is often poor and shallow. It 
extends from the Magwe and Yamethin districts in the south to about 2^}/ 
N. lat. in the Ruby Mines district in the north. It is one of the most charac- 
teristic trees of the dry open forests associated ' with Acacm Catechu, A, leuco- 
p)lhloea, Tectona Hamiltoniana, Diospyros burmanica, Terminalia tomentosa, 
Pentacme stiavis, and other species. Towards its northern limit in the Ruby 
Mines district it occurs in dry open forest on poor shallow soil, its chief 
associates being Diospyros burmanica, Vitex pubescens, Pterocarpus macro- 
carpus, Anogeissus acuminata, Xylia dolahriformis, Terminalia tomentosa, Acacia 
Catechu, Mid. others, with bamboos, chiefly strictus : the trees 

are of small size. Towards its southern limit in the Magwe and Yamethin 
districts it occurs in dry forest of a similar type, which may be regarded as 
a transition between the scrub forests of the dry zone and the upper mixed 
deciduous forests occurring outside that zone. 

^ Report on the Exploration of the Forests of the South Andaman and other Jslands, 1906, 
para. 23.,/ ' ■ . 
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2. ANOGEISSUS, Wall. 

This genus contains three well-defined Indian species ; A, sericea, Brandis, 
which occurs in parts of the Central Provinces and in the Panch Mahals, is 
possibly not distinct from A, acuminata^ Wall. The fruit is small, dry, two- 
winged, terminating in a beak formed by the persistent calyx-tube ; the 
fruits are clustered in small globose heads. One of the chief peculiarities of 
this genus is the infertility of the seed, in spite of which natural reproduction 
often appears in great quantity, resulting in the case of A. lati folia and 
A. pendula in gregariousness. This question is discussed in dealing with 
A. laiifoUa ; it has been suggested that fertile seed is produced in quantity 
only in certain years, and that the cause of this is climatic. 

Species 1. A. latifolia^ Wall.; 2. A. pendula, Edgw. ; 3. A. acuminata, 
Wall. 

Anogeissus latif olia. Wall. Syn. Conocarpus latifolia, DC. Vein. 
Dliaura, dhau, dhawa, Idlcli, UmA. \ Dindal, dinduga, Kan.; Yellay naga, 
Tam. ; Chiriman, Tel. (Pig. 205.) 

A moderate-sized to large deciduous tree with a somewhat feathery 
rounded crown and drooping branchlets. Bark thin, smooth, greenish or 
greyish white, exfoliating in irregular thin romided scales which leave shallow 
depressions ; the outer layer contains chlorophyll. The bark sheds rapidly, 
and rings of paint often disappear within two or three years of being 
applied. 

The tree seldom attains very large dimensions, a girth of more than 6 ft. 
not being common. Mr. T. Carr recorded a sound tree 9 ft. 3 in. in girth in 
the Sarda range of the Haldwani forest division. United Provinces. A cross- 
section without bark in the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun measures 
8 ft. 9 in. in circumference ; this was cut from a tree in the United 
Provinces- 

The wood, which is hard, very strong, and tough, is used for cart-axles, 
shoulder-poles, axe-handles, furniture, agricultural implements, poles and 
rafters, boat-building, and other purposes. The leaves are rich in tannin, 
and are collected for tanning purposes; the bark is also used for tanning, and 
yields a gum much used in calico-printing. Apart from its economic uses 
the tree is useful silviculturally in clothing dry hill-sides, and is an important 
constituent in certain dry types of forest. 

Distribution AXD HABITAT. Throughout the sub-Himalayan tract and 
outer hills from the Ravi to Nepal, ascending to 4,000 ft., Bihar, Chota Nagpur, 
Central India, and southwards throughout the greater part of the Indian 
Peninsula, ascending the Mils of southern India to 4,000 ft. ; also in the dry 
country of Ceylon. Not in eastern Bengal, Assam, or Burma. 

The tree is characteristic of deciduous forests, usually of a dry type, but 
is also common in sal forest and in other types of moderately moist forest. 
In the outer Himalaya it often marks a distinct zone towards the upper limit 
of the low-level species, at about 2,500-4,000 ft. ; here it is gregarious, forming 
almost pure crops ox mixed with Bauhmia retea and a few other species. 
In the Siwalik Mils it occurs gregariously in the same way on sandstone and 
conglomerate, the chief species associated with it being Buchanania laUfoU^^ 
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O’ugeinia dalbergioides, Terminalia tomentosa, Wendlandia exseria^ and Finns 
lojigifolia. In the submontane forests of the Himalayan region it is often 
abundant, both in certain types of sal forest and in mixed forest without sal. 
A very common companion is Terminalia tomentosa, and on alluvial flats near 
streams the crop sometimes consists entirely of this sj)ecies and Anogeissm.; 
here the trees attain large dimensions. 

In Chota Nagpur it is very common, especially on the drier hills, oft^n 
growing more or less gregariously. In the hills of Central India it is likewise 
plentiful in some localities. In Gwalior it often forms an underwood in 
Boswellia forests. In the Central Provinces and Bombay it is a common 
constituent of the mixed deciduous forests, where it is at times gregarious, 
among its chief companions being teak, Terminalia tomentosa, Lagerstroemia 
‘parviflora, Ougeinia dalbergioides^ Diospyros Melanoxylon, Cassia Fistula^ and 
PhyUanthus Emblica. 

In Bombay it is one of the commonest trees above gliats^ particularly in 
Belgaum and Kanara ; on the eastern (Dharwar) side of the North Kanara 
forest division it forms nearly pure crops over considerable areas. In the 
Madras Presidency it is perhaps more abundant than it is anywhere else, 
particularly in the south-east, in Madura and in Tinnevelly, where it may 
form as much as 50 per cent, of the crop on the upper dry slopes of the 
hills. It is plentiful in the eastern forests of Coorg, in many parts of 
Mysore and Hyderabad, and in the dry deciduous forests of Travancore up 
to 4,000 ft. 

Generally speaking it avoids moist regions, but on the other hand it does 
not extend into the driest parts of India, being absent from Sind and rare 
in Ajmer-Merwara : in the drier regions of its habitat it is usually stunted 
and crooked, though this condition is often due in part to fire and maltreat- 
ment. It grows on a variety of geological formations, including sandstone, 
limestone, metamorphic rocks, trap, and laterite : it attains its largest dimen- 
sions, however, on deep alluvial or diluvial soil. It avoids swampy and badly- 
drained ground, and requires good drainage. In the natural habitat of the 
tree the absolute maximum shade temperature varies from 102^ to 118° F., 
the absolute minimum from 30° to 60° F., and the normal rainfall from 25 
to 90 in. 

Leaf-sheddixg, ELowEumo, AND FEUiTiNG. The leaves turn a coppery 
red to reddish brown about November, and in the cold season the trees are 
very conspicuous with their deep red foliage. The leaves fall chiefly in 
February, the trees remaining leafless until April-May, when the new foliage 
T insignificant greenish yellow flowers, in small globose heads, 
appear from June to September according to locality (August-September 
towards the northern limit of the species). 

The small dry indehiscent fruits {Fig. 206, a), crowded in globose heads, 
are 0-1 5-0 '25 in. in diameter, compressed, with a narrow wing on each side, 
yellowish brown, fairly hard. About 3,000-3,500 weigh 1 oz. They ripen 
from December to March, fall soon after ripening, and may be found scattered 
over the ground round the trees from February-March onwards. 

As a rule the tree seeds abundantly every year, but the fertility of 
the seed is usually very poor ; this question is considered under ‘natural 
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reproduction’. Fertility tests can probably best be carried out on shaded 
well raised and watered beds of loose sand and gravel, as explained under 
artificial reproduction 

GeemikatiOjST (Fig. 206, h). Epigeous. The radicle emerges from the 
extremity of the fruit and descends. The hypocotyl and the cotyledonary 
petioles elongate, raising the cotyledons above ground. The shell of the fruit 
encloses the cotyledons for a time, falling with their expansion. 

The seedlixg (Fig. 206). 

Roots : primary root long, moderately thick, terete, tapering, woody or 
wiry: lateral roots few" to moderate in number, short, fibrous, distributed 
down main root. Hypocotyl distinct from root, 0*1~0*3 in. long, terete or 
slightly compressed, minutely pubescent. Cotyledons : petiole 0*5”0-9 in. long, 
finely pubescent, often red : lamina 0-2-0-4 in. by 0-35-0-6 in., foliaceous, 
much broader than long, apex truncate or retuse, base tapering, entire, glabrous 
above, minutely pubescent beneath, green, often red beneath, prominently 
S-veined from the base. Stem erect, terete, wiry, pubescent, often reddish ; 
internodes 0- 1-0*8 in. long. Leaves, first two sub-opposite or alternate, some- 
times abortive and 0*l-0*2 in. long, subsequent normal leaves alternate, at 
first small, successively increasing in size. Stipules absent. Petiole up to 
O’l in. long. Lamina 0*4-2*8 in. by 0*3-1 *1 in., elliptical ovate, * acute or 
acuminate, mucronate, base acute, entire, glabrous above, glabrescent or 
minutely pubescent beneath, especially on the veins, margins finely oiliate, 
venation arched reticulate, veins often reddish on under suriace. 

The growth of the seedling is only moderate, a height of 4-8 in. being 
ordinarily attained by the end of the first season. The taproot attains a length 
of IS in. or more in the same time. The seedlings suffer a little from frost, 
but the damage is not as a rule serious, and extends onty to the wilting of 
the leaves. In dry localities the seedlings may die back annually for some 
years before they finally shoot up. 

Silvicultueal chaeactees. The tree is a decided light-demander, though 
it can stand a slight amount of shade in early youth. Although it grows in 
dry types of forest it is sensitive to drought, and suffered much in the abnormal 
droughts of 1899-1900 in the Indian Peninsula and of 1907 and 1908 in Oudh : 
in the dry years from 1911 to 1914 in Jodhpur many young coppice-shoots 
died back and the stools did not recover. As regards its susceptibility to frost, 
Brandis notes that in January 1870, on the borders of Pertabgarh, south-west 
of Nimuch, he found it had been injured a good deal. It may, how^ever, be 
found flourishing in grass-covered frosty blanks where tender species could not 
exist, for example on the flat land fringing the Siwalik hills along with other 
frost-hardy species such, sus Stereospermum suavole^is, Ougeinia dalbergioides, 
and Acacia Catechu, It cannot therefore be considered a very frost-tender 
species. It is less susceptible to damage by browsing than many other species, 
even goats being not very partial to it. It suffers from fire, and in severely 
burnt areas it becomes gnarled and hollow. It produces root-suckers. If 
cut at the right season of the year it coppices and pollards well in most 
localities, but in experiments carried out in North Chanda, Central Provinces, 
in 1909, of trees pollarded only 16 per cent, produced pollard-shoots, while 
in the case of trees coppiced in different months the percentage of stools 
which produced coppice-shoots was: (1) April, 92; (2) May, 100; (3) June, 50; 
(4) July, 50; (5) Aiigust, nil; (6) September, nil. This shows that coppicing 



Fig. 206. Anogeissus lati folia — ’Seedling x f 
b— Germination c-g — Development of seedling during first season 
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in the rainy season is unsuccessful. In an experimental coppice area in North 
Khandesh, Bombay, in 1903, the percentage of felled trees which yielded 
coppice-shoots was 60, the number of shoots per stool varying from 2 to 7. 
In experiments carried out by Mr. E. Marsden in the United Provinces pol- 
larding was found to give better results than coppicing for the production 
of young leaves and twigs for tanning ; the best season for pollarding was 
found to be not later than March, and the best results were obtained from 
branchy trees, girth being of less importance than branchiness for the pro- 
duction of numerous shoots. 

Natijeal EEPRODTJCTioisr. The natural reproduction of this tree is not 
yet fully understood. Seedlings come up naturally, often in abundance, on 
newly exposed well-drained ground on stony hill-sides, on landslips, on aban- 
doned cultivation, on open grassy areas as well as on alluvial ground. Eepro- 
duction is always best, however, where the drainage is perfect, dense crops 
of saplings appearing on the well-drained slopes of hills and on sandy or 
gravelly soil. Light is undoubtedly an important factor in the establishment 
of natural reproduction, which is often plentiful in open gaps and bare places, 
but the Bombay experiments described below under ' artificial reproduction ’ 
would indicate that shade and moisture are favourable to successful germina- 
tion. Absence of weed-growth is also favourable, for the seedlings are very 
intolerant of suppression by weeds, and it is noteworthy that good reproduction 
has been observed to spring up on burnt areas, though its ultimate establish- 
ment is favoured by protection from fire and excessive grazing. 

The want of fertility of the seed does not accord with the fact that 
reproduction often springs up in dense masses on well-drained hill-sides, and 
Mr. R. S. Pearson ^ has advanced a theory to explain this fact. Having noticed 
in the Panch Mahals that reproduction appeared in even-aged masses differing 
from each other by definite intervals of years, as determined by comiting 
rings on cut seedlings and saplings, he ascertained that the years in which 
reproduction took place were those following on years of deficient rainfall. 
He surmised therefore that whereas under normal conditions the tree produces 
little or no fertile seed, the production of fertile seed is stimulated by years 
of drought. This theory is well worth following up by fertility tests of seeds 
carried out annually for a series of years, including seasons of good and of 
deficient rainfall, the results so obtained being supplemented by comparative 
observations of the state of reproduction in the forest. 

Mr. A. K. Desai^ notes that seedlings sprang up in great abundance on 
fiat grass-covered ground in the Panch Mahals as a result of the opening out 
of the forests by the removal of dead timber killed by the drought of 1899-1900. 
If Mr. Pearson’s theory be correct, the production of fertile seed as a result 
of the drought might be considered to be the main factor which induced this 
reproduction. ; 

Mr. H. Tireman*^ remarks on the profuse reproduction of Anogeissus 
which springs up and establishes itself in the Coorg forests on the removal, 
after burning, of the dense growth of lantana which infests them. The 
germination of the seed is evidently favoured by the clean bare soil under 

^ find. Forester, xxxlii (1907), p. 231. ^ Ibid., xxxiv (1908), p. 15. 
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the lantana, and the rapid growth of the seedlings, when the lantana is 
removed, is stimulated by the absence of grass for the first year or two and 
the fact that the lantana enriches the soil. 

Artimcial BEPRomjGTioisr. The fruits require to be collected when the 
heads commence to break up, and not before. The infertility of the seeds 
is a serious drawback to artificial reproduction, and if the theory just referred 
to holds good the best results would seem to be obtainable after dry years 
when a fertile crop of seed is obtained. Under ordinary conditions the 
infertility of the seed would preclude any great success by direct sowings, 
though in years of fertile seed-production they should prove successful on 
well-drained porous ground. Many years ago Mr. Haines carried out successful 
sowings on heaps of loose earth and rubble at Chaibassa, Chota Nagpur. 
Mr. Pearson^ notes that he obtained successful germination in the Ranch 
Mahals, Bombay, by sowing the seed on vv^elhirrigated raised beds, the soil 
being mixed with a large quantity of coarse sand ; the seed was sown in June 
and lightly watered by hand every day. Germination commenced after about 
twenty days ; it was successful only where the beds were well shaded by 
a thick covering of leaves and branches some 18 in. above the ground ; under 
this shade a large mass of seedlings came up, whereas in beds exposed to 
the sun hardly any seed germinated. Seedlings can be transplanted without 
difficulty. 

Silvicultural treatment. At present this tree is worked only as 
a component species of mixed forests, either as coppice-with-standards or 
under selection and improvement fellings, when, however, it is frequently cut 
out in the interests of more valuable species such as teak or sal. 

As the leaves and bark give promise of furnishing valuable tanning 
material, it is not unlikely that some system will have to be devised before 
long for working tliis species for the production of regular supplies of bark 
and leaves. The yomig tender leaves and shoots are richest in tannin. Short 
rotation coppice, or some modification of it, suggests itself, though the best 
method remains to be discovered by experiment. Meanwhile the following 
experiment carried out in Central India is of interest : 

A trial coupe of 6 acres on the slopes of the Sharda Devi hill, about 
2| miles from Maihar in Central India, was coppiced in January 1916, about 
1,500 trees having been cut to ground-level, leaving rounded stools. The 
trees were ail small and badly shaped. The yield obtained from these was 
Dry leaves , . . 31 maunds (of approximately 82 lb. each). 

Dry bark . . . 41 maunds. 

Dry fuel , . . 214 maunds. 

Within two months of cutting, strong shoots of a bushy growth appeared, 
covered with fresh leaves rich in tannin. The first flush of leaves was collected 
and weighed 3 maunds. The method of working proposed in this tract is to 
continue the collection of the fresh leaves from the coppice-shoots for two 
or three years and then to leave one strong shoot on each stool to develop 
into a pole before any further coppicing is carried out. Fresh new leaves are 
found to be produced on the young coppice-shoots very soon after the shoots 
have been stripped of leaves. 

^ Ind. Forester, xxxi (1905), p. 637. 
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The following programme of pollarding and plucking has been adopted 
tentatively in Central India : 

October, November, December : collection of old leaves, only green leaves 
being suitable. 

January, Eebruary, March : pollarding and colleetion of twig bark, once 
in three 3^ears. 

April, Ma^?*, June : collection of sumach (young leaves) once a month ; 
this is the most important crop. 

July, August, September : continued collection of sumach if drying 
arrangements are possible. 

Rate oe growth. The following figures are available of girth measure- 
ments in sample plots in high forest : 



Anogeissim 

latifoUa : girth increment in 

high forest sample ploti 



Forest 


No. of years 

No. of trees 


Mean annual 

Province. 


under 

under 

Girth § 

;irth increment 

division. 

Locality. 

observation. 

observation. 
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for period. 






ft. 

in. 

United 

Lansdowne 

Chaukhamb 

17 

8 

14-3 

0*29 

Provinces 


Jogichaur 

12 

. 2 

lJ -3 

14-3 

0*14 



Giwain 

4 

2 

0-27 



9 9 

12 

10 

14-3 

0*63 


Haldwani 

Khonani 

6 

1 

14-3 

0*20 


Ctonda 

Chandanpur 

2 

13 

14-4 

0*16 



Sakra 

2 

16 

14-3 

0*24 

Central 

Balaghat 

Baihar and 

8 

8 

1-2 

0*20 

Provinces ■ 

Raigarh ranges 





Bihar 'and 
Orissa ' ' 

Singhbhum 

Tirilposi 

25 


S -4 

4-5 

0*30 

0*32 




(1 

2-3 

0-37 



Samta-Hendakuli 

H 

i4 

3-4 

0*35 





(2 

4-5 

0*76 


Some of these figures probably under-estimate the rate of growth actually 
attainable, since all these plots are in sal forest, and their main object is to 
estimate the rate of growth of sal; hence in thinned plots dominant accessory 
species would be cut out, and the increment figures would refer to dominated 
or suppressed trees. Trees raised from seed sown in 1901 by Mr. Haines in 
the forest garden at Chaibassa, Chota Nagpur, attained the following dimen- 
sions in sixteen years: 


Height. 

ft. 

35 

284 

29 “ 

28 

29 


Girth, 
ft. in. 

1 104 
1 lOj 
1 61 

1 04 (half suppressed) 

1 34 


The annual rings are tolerably clear. Gamble’s specimens gave an average 
of 7 rings per inch of radius, or a mean annual girth increment of 0*9 in. 
A cross-section in the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun, measuring 8 ft. 9 in. 
in girth without bark, had 176 rings, giving a mean annual girth increment 
of 0*6 in. 

Measurements of natural saplings in the Ranch Mahals, Bombay, recorded 
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by Mr. Pearson,^ give some idea of the rate of growth in youth : the ages were 
determined by ring-countings on the stumps of felled saplings. The measure- 
ments are as follows : 


Anogeissus latifolia : rate of growth of natural saplings, Panch 
Mahals, Bombay. 


Age. 

years. 

Xo. of 
plants. 

Girth. 

Height. 

Remarks. 

4 

I 

4^ base. 

7 ft. 4 in. > 

These measurements are of 

5 

3 

3~4 in. 

8-10 ft. 1 

■ dominant plants ; very small plants 

5 

. 3 


2, 5, and 9 ft.J 

of the same age were also met with. 

20 

5 

At Xft, 

8, 11, 11, 11 J, 
and 13 1 in. 

25, 25, 15, 26, 



and 20 ft. 
respectively 



The following table summarizes the available results of measurements in 
coppice coupes : 



Anogeiss^is latifoUa : rate of growth of coppice. 



Saitba block, 
Kolhan, Bihar 

Mean girth and height in different localities. 
Gorakhpur, Tikri, 

Dehra Dun U.P. Gonda, Bhandara, 

N. Khandesh, 


and Orissa 

(A. F. Broun, (C. M. McCrie, 

U.P. C.P. 

Bombay 

Age. 

(1916). 

1886). 1910). 

(1911). (1912-13). 

(1903),^' 

years. 

girth, height. 

girth, height, girth, height. 

height. height. 

height. 


in. ft. 

in. ft. in. ft. 

ft. ft. 

ft. 

1 



S 6‘2 

2-5 

2 

1-3 4-5 




4 

2-5 8-2 




6 

3-6 10*8 




8 

4-6 13-0 

7-5 12’0 ! ! ” 



10 

5*5 15*0 




12 

6*4 16-8 




14 

7-2 18-0 




15 


!! !! 7 -25 22-5 




2. Anogeissus pendula^ Edgew. Vern. Dhokm, Ajmer-Merwara ; ■ Kardhai, 
Central India. 

A small tree with a short usually crooked bole, readily distinguished from 
A. latifolia by its smaller leaves and graceful slender drooping branches. In 
exceptional cases the tree reaches a height of 30-40 ft. and a girth of 5 ft., 
but ordinarily the height is about 20 ft. and the girth 2-3 ft., the stem branching 
at a height of about 4-5 ft. 

The bole yields little or no timber, but poles cut from the branches are in 
demand for building and other purposes. The leaves contain tannin, and the 
tree has possibilities as a producer of sumach. In the dry regions in which it 
occurs this is an important tree, not only as a source of timber and fuel, but 
also for clothing dry tracts. 

Dlstbibxjtiotst HABITAT. The tree has a decidedly limited distribu- 
tion. It extends from the Aravaili bills in Eajputana to Bundelkhand, and 
from the Kishengarh state and the Jhansi, Hamirpur, and Banda districts of 
the United Provinces on the north to the Xerbudda in Ximar and the Panch 

A Ind, Forester, xxxiii (1907), p. 23^^ 
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Mahals in the south. It is essentially a tree of the dry hot regions ; within 
its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies from 
115° to 120° F., the absolute minimum from 30° to 38° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 17 to 35 in. 

The tree is typically gregariouSj sometimes forming pure forests and 
sometimes occurring in mixture with a few other species. In the Aravalli 
hills of Rajputana, Ajmer and Merwara, which consist of metamorphic and 
sub-metamorphic rocks — chiefly gneiss, schist, slate, and quartzite with 
occasional limestone and trap— it often forms almost pure forests of consider- 
able extent, usually occupying the lower and more gentle slopes. The ridges 
and upper slopes are occupied mainly by Boswellia serrata^ below which and 
extending to the foot of the hills Anogeissus pendula occurs, particularly if 
the soil is good. Where the slopes are gentle this tree may extend to the hill- 
tops ; where the soil is poor it is replaced by Acacia rupestris. Besides the 
two species mentioned, its more important associates in this region are Acacia 
Catechu, Albizzia odoratissirm, Dalbergia lanceolaria, Dichrostachys cinerea, 
Bauhinia racemosa, and Grewia spp., while on the level ground below the 
Anogeissus forests the prevailing species is Zizyphus Jujuba. 

In the Jhansi district the tree forms practically pure forests on quartzite 
ridges, other species such as Diospyros Melanoxylon, Acacia Catechu, Zizyphus 
Xylopyrus, Bauhinia racemosa, Odina Wodier, and Butea frondosa being 
occasionally scattered with it. The trees here are small and badly shaped, 
though the forest is often well stocked. Another type of forest in this district 
is that occurring on undulating to hilly ground on a gneiss formation ; here 
Anogeissus pendula occurs in pure patches or in mixture with A. latifolia and 
Acacia Catechu, while the other species previously mentioned occasionally 
make their appearance. 

LEAF-SHEDBiisrG, FLOWERmo, AKD FRUiTmG. The leaves, which are green 
throughout the rainy season, turn a beautiful reddish brown colour in the cold 
season and commence falling in January, the trees becoming leafless about 
March and remaining so until about May- June, when the new foliage appears. 
The small flower-heads, about J in. in diameter or less, appear towards the 
end of the rainy season. The fruits (Fig. 207, a) ripen December-January ; 
they are small, winged, and nearly orbicular, about 2,700 weighing 1 oz. The 
tree fruits abundantty nearly every year, but the germinative power of the 
seed, like that of A. latifolia, is usually poor, though tests carried out at Dehra 
Dun gave a higher percentage of fertility than in the case of A. latifolia. 

Geemin'ation (Fig. 207, b). Epigeous. The radicle emerges from the 
extrenaity of the fruit and descends. The hypocotyl elongates, raising the 
cotyledons above ground. The shell of the fruit encloses the cotyledons at 
first, and falls with their expansion. 

The seedlikg (Fig. 207). 

Roots : primary root long, thin, terete, wiry : lateral roots moderate in 
number, short or moderate in length, fibrous, distributed down main root. 
Hypocotyl distinct from root, 0 *5-0*6 in. long, terete, minutely tomentose. 
Cotyledons : petiole 0*1 in. long or less : lamina 0*15-0*25 in. by 0*35-0*55 in., 
foliaceous, reniform, much broader than long, truncate or slightly retuse, base 
truncate or slightly lobed, entire, green, glabrous. Stem, erect," terete, wiry, 
tomentose ; internodes up to 0*5 in. longv Eeaves simple, first pair ilsualiy 

2307.2 p 
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opposite or sub-opposite, subsequent leaves alternate, exstipulate. Petiole 
less than 0*1 in. long. Lamina 0-2-1 in. by 0-1-0-5 in., ovate, acute or. acuminate, 
mucronate, entire, glabrescent above, pubescent on veins beneath, gland- 
dotted. 

SHiViouLTunAL CHARACTERS. The tree stands a fair amount of shade in 
youth, but as saplings appear in quantity in open gaps it seems to require 
a good deal of light for successful development. It is frost-hardy, but suffers 
severely from drought in abnormally dry years : in the famine of 1892 in 
Ajmer the branches of the trees were extensively killed, but new shoots were 
produced from the stem. The tree coppices and pollards well, but the growth 
of the coppice-shoots is slow. It produces root-suckers freely. 

Natural reproduction. The factors which affect natural reproduction 
require further study. Reproduction by root-suckers is often plentiful, but 
seedhng reproduction is also frequently good. Like A, latifolia the tree tends 
to regenerate in even-aged masses, and this would indicate that the theory 
put forward with regard to that species, namely that the production of fertile 
seed in quantity takes place only after years of scanty rainfall, might apply 
equally to A. pendula. In 1913 seed was sown at Dehra Dun along a ridge of 
loose earth and also in the trench from which the earth was dug. No seed 
germinated on the ridge, but several seedlings appeared in the loose alluvial 
soil accumulated in the trench ; none of these, however, survived the rainy 
season, being killed by an excess of moisture. Definite conclusions cannot be 
drawn from this solitary experiment, but it might be inferred that, as in the 
case of A. latifolia shade, or rather protection from a hot sun, is favourable 
to germination, and also that the seedlings cannot tolerate an excess of 
moisture. 

Silvicultural treatment. Forests of Anogeissus pendula are at present 
treated either under coppice-with-standards or under improvement fellings 
for the removal of old badly shaped trees over promising young natural crops. 
A coppice rotation of twenty years in Ajmer has been found to be too short 
for the production of material of a useful size. In the Jhansi forests Mr. J. 
Whitehead has suggested that after a provisional period of improvement fellings 
the most suitable method of treatment, in view of the tendency of this tree to 
come up in even-aged masses, would be to regenerate in even-aged crops 
under a shelterwood.^ 

Rate oe growth. A cross-section 3 ft. 2 in. in girth, in the silvicultural 
museum at Dehra Dun, shows 42 rings, representing a mean annual girth 
increment of 0-9 in., which is fairly fast. This does not accord with observa- 
tions in the forest, at all events in the case of young plants, whose growth is 
decidedly slow. Coppice-shoots likewise grow somewhat slowly, particularly 
in the earlier years. In Ajmer shoots seven years old had a height of 7-8 ft. 
and a girth of 3-4 in., while shoots eight years old had a height of 10-12 ft. 
and a girth of 4-7 in.^ 

3. Anogeissus acuminata, Wall. Yem, GMkwa, Beng, ; Pasi, Teh l YSn, 
Burm. 

A large handsome deciduous tree with a tall straight bole and graceful 

1 Working Plan for the Forests of the Jhansi and Banda Districts, 1911. 

^ Ajmer-Merwara Working Plan, 1909. 
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drooping branches. Bark dark grey, in Buima often covered with small 
globular pustules. The tree is variable. In Burma Kurz distinguishes two 
varieties : var. 1. genuina, with densely pustular bark, frequent in the mixed 
forests all over Burma; and YSbi, 2, pMlly7xaefolia, with smaller leaves, and 
bark more or less destitute of pustules, restricted to the savannah and swamp 
forests of the alluvial plains of Prome and Pegu, and extending to Upper 
Burma. Haines distinguishes three varieties in Chota Nagpur, of which 
complete material is wanting. 

The wood is moderately hard, but is inferior to that of A, latifoUa ; it is 
not durable, and warps and cracks in seasoning. 

Distribution and habitat. The tree is found in limited quantity in 
Chota Nagpur (Singhbhum district), extending southward through Orissa, the 
Northern Circars, and the Chanda district. Central Provinces. It is found 
typically along the banks of streams on alluvial ground. It occmrs in the 
Chittagong hill tracts, and is a common forest tree throughout the greater 
part of Burma, extending to the borders of the dry zone. In Burma it is 
frequent not only along river banks, but also in the upper mixed deciduous 
forests with teak and its associates. It is, however, perhaps most plentiful in 
the lower mixed deciduous forests of the plains, along with OilUnia pentagyna^ 
Terminalia tomentosa, T. belerica^ T, Ghebula, Schleichera trijuga, Odma Wodier, 
Dalhergia cultrata^ Vitex glabrata, Eugenia Jambolana^ Adma cordifolia, 
Stephegyne diversifoUa, and in the better drained localities teak, Xylia 
dolabriformis, and Homalium toimntosum. It extends into low-lying swampy 
ground, and is one of the most characteristic species of the freshwater swamp 
forests of the plains, which are inundated during the rainy season. It is, 
however, not confined to moist localities, but is common in certain dry regions, 
for example in the Ruby Mines district, where it occurs in open dry forest on 
somewhat poor shallow soil, the trees being of small size ; here it is associated 
with Terminalia tomentosa, Acacia Catechu, Diospyros burmanica, Vitex 
puhescens, Pterocarpus macrocarpus, and others. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 100^ to 115° F., the absolute minimum from 40° to 55° P., and the normal 
rainfall from 35 to 120 in. or more. 

Leaf-shedding, elo weeing, and fruiting. In Burma the tree is leafless 
for a short time in the hot season ; the flowers appear in February-March, 
and the fruits ripen in April-May, falling as soon as they ripen. In Chota 
Nagpur, according to Haines, the flowers appear in March-April and the fruits 
commence ripening in April. About 1,100 to 1,800 of the fruits weigh 1 oz. 
The seed, like that of other species of this genus, is very unfertile. No fewer 
than fifteen tests under different conditions were carried out at Dehra Dun 
in two separate years with samples of seed from three different localities in 
Burma, and in no case did a single seed germinate. 

NattjraIi REFBODtrcTiON. Notwithstanding the unfertile nature of the 
seed, natural reproduction of this tree in Burma is often very good, young 
plants sometimes forming dense even-aged thickets, particularly on alluvial 
ground in places where the fruits have been washed into heaps along with silt. 
In the case of A, latifoUa it hB>s been suggested that fertile seed is produced 
only in certain years, probably following on seasons of deficient rainfall. 
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Although it is possible that in the case of A, acuminata the production of 
quantities of fertile seed may take place only in certain years, the reason for 
this cannot be any deficiency of rainfall, since this does not occur throughout 
the greater part of its habitat in Burma. 

3. LUMNITZERA, Willd. 

Lumnitzera racemosa, Willd. Vern. Beng. ; Yinye, Burm. 

An evergreen shrub or small tree of the mangrove swamps along the 
coasts of India and Burma, an account of which is given on pp. 496-500. 
It extends also into the tidal forests behind the mangrove swamps, occurring 
chiefly on the banks of streams. The wood is hard and durable, and is used 
for house-posts and for fuel. Flowers March-April ; fruits September (Talbot). 
Its root-system is superficial, the roots bending out of the mud in the form of 
knees for breathing purposes. 


ORDER XXVIII. MYRTACEAE 

An important order containing some useful Indian trees {Eugenia, Carey a) 
and a number of introduced species, mainly of the great Australasian genus 
Eucalyptus, several of which have become thoroughly acclimatized in India. 
Among trees and shrubs yielding edible fruits may be mentioned Psidium 
Guayava, Linn., the guava, introduced from tropical America and grown all 
over Eugenia Jamhos, E. Jamholana, and other species of Eugenia, 

and Rhodomyrtus tonientosa, Wight, the hill gooseberry of the Xilgiris. Many 
of the species have aromatic and coriaceous leaves, and exhibit xerophytic 
characters, as seen for example in the pendulous leaves of Eucalyptus, Their 
silvicultural requirements vary considerably even in different species of the 
same genus. Of those which thrive in moist and even swampy ground may be 
mentioned Barringtonia and several species of Eucalyptus and Eugenia, while 
other members of the last two genera are found on dry poor ground. Of 
hardy fire-resisting species characteristic of burnt savannah lands, the most 
important are Carey a arbor ea B,nd Eugenia operculata. Many of the members 
of this order coppice with great vigour. 

Genera 1. Eugenia, Linn, ; 2. Eucalyptus, L’Herit. ; 3. BAEBrNOTONiA, 
Forst. ; 4. Gaeeya, Roxb. ; 5. Planchonia, Bl. 

1. EUGENIA, Linn. 

This genus is probably richer in tree species than any other Indian genus. 
Brandis [Indian Trees) enumerates no fewer than 79 species, cliiefly trees, 
with a few shrubs ; of these 76 or 77 are indigenous. They are nearly always 
evergreen, with ‘gland-dotted often coriaceous leaves, which with rare excep- 
tions are opposite. The fruit is a one- or few-seeded berry, often succulent, 
sometimes nearly dry. The great maj ority of the species are moisture-loving, 
and are found in moist localities, often in evergreen forest, while several grow 
along the banks and in the beds of streams. /ormolu. Wall, a large-leaved 
species with ternate leaves up to 18 in. long, often grows in the beds of perennial 
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streams with its roots permanently in water. E. Heyneana, Wall., a willow-like 
shrubby species, grows in the beds of streams, and is often inundated for 
a considerable period during the rainy season. E.Jamholam, Lam., and others, 
sometimes grow nnder similar conditions. Some species, on the other hand, 
grow in dry types of forest and exhibit xerophytic tendencies. Thus E. Jambo- 
lana itself is the most characteristic tree of the dwarf evergreen formation on 
the laterite of the Mahableshwar plateau, Bombay, wdiile the variety caryo- 
jphyllmfoliay Lam., of the same species, is found on dry hills in Chota Nagpur. 
E. gmndis, Wight, occurs on dry ridges in Upper Burma. 

Several species of this genus are rare or local, and on the wUole the trees 
are, with one or two exceptions, not of great importance in Indian forestry. 
By far the most important generally is E. Janibolana, Lam. In the sal forests 
of northern India, E. operculata, Roxb., is a useful species from a silvicultural 
point of view. 

Species 1. E. Jamiolana, Lam.; 2. E, operculata, Roxb.; 3. E. Jambos, 

Linn, 

1. Eugenia Jambolana, Lam. Black plum. Vern. Hind. ; Jambuly 

Mar. ; Nerlu, Kan. ; Naval, Tam. ; Neredu, Tel. ; Thahye, Burm. (Eig. 208.) 

A large evergreen tree with a dense shady much-branched crown of shining 
dark green foliage and usually a rather crooked bole. Bark up to 1 in. tliick, 
light to dark grey or brovm, fairly smooth, with shallow depressions caused by 
exfoliation, red inside. Wood moderately hard, fairly durable, used for 
common building, agricultural implements, well curbs, and other purposes ; 
an excellent fuel. This is an important forest tree, and is also largely planted 
on roadsides and in gardens for shade or ornament and for the sake of its 
edible fruits. It is variable as regards the shape of the leaves and the size and 
shape of the flowers and the fruits. 

Sometimes it reaches a very large girth : Mr. J. C. McDonnell ^ records 
one 20 ft, 6 in. in girth by the Saruinsar lake, Jammu. 

DiSTEiBXJTioisr AND HABITAT. Common throughout India and Burma, 
except in the most arid regions. Also in the Andamans, Ceylon, the Malay 
Archipelago, and southward to Australia. In the Himalayan valleys it ascends 
to 4,000 ft. or sometimes more, and in the Nilgiris to 6,000 ft. It is found in 
a variety of situations, but most typically along streams and in damp and 
even marshy localities, where it is often gregarious (see Figs. 209, 211). In 
the Indian Peninsula a variety with narrow leaves is very common on alluvial 
sand or loam in the beds and along the banks of watercourses which are 
often dry for several months in the year. The tree is, however, by no means 
confined to very moist situations. It is a common constituent of the sal 
forests. It is the commonest species of the stunted evergreen forest on the 
laterite of the Mahableshwar plateau in the Bombay Presidency, forming 
roughly 50 per cent, of the stock and associated with Actiwdaphw Hookefi, 
MeM6cylo7h eduls, FlacouHia SaMOUtchi, T&yfMualia Gh&bula, Olsa dioica, sxid 
Ca>nm^m didym^m.^^^^^^ the ground often rocky, and the 
soil shallow, while the rainfall is heavy (over 200 in.), most of the rain failing 
in July and August ; the trees seldom grow more than 25 ft. high, and have 
short thick boles and low flat crowns. 

1 Ind. Forester, xxix (1903), p. 152. 
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The narrow-leaved variety, caryophyllaefolia, Lam., is mentioned by 
Haines ^ as being very common in dry open forest on the hills of Singhbhnm, 
Palamau, and Manbhiim ; this variety, as noted below, exhibits the xerophytic 
character of dying back in the seedling stage. 

In Burma the tree occurs in various types of mixed deciduous forest, 
both upper and lower, in tropical evergreen forest, and in indaing (dry diptero- 
carp) forest on laterite, here again occurring in a xerophytic environment. 
In Travancore it is common on the Peermerd plateau at 4,000 ft., and else- 
where in the evergreen forests of the hills (Bourdillon). 

In its natural habitat in India and Burma the absolute maximum shade 
temperature varies from 95^ to 118"^ E., the absolute minimum from 28° to 
65° E., and the normal rainfall from 35 to over 200 in. 

Leaf-shedding, flow^ebing, and fruiting. The leaves usually com- 
mence falling about January and continue falling during Eebruary and March. 
The new leaves, which are coppery red in colour, appear in Eebruary-March. 
In dry localities the trees become almost, if not quite, leafless for a short time 
early in the hot season. Sometimes trees with large quantities of blossom 
become almost leafless. 

The panicles of small greenish white sweet-scented flowers appear chiefly 
fromMarch to May. The fruit (Eig. 210, a), which ripens from June to August, 
is an oblong-obovoid or sub-globose juicy berry, 0*5-1 in. long, or larger under 
cultivation, purplish-black, smooth and sliining when ripe, with a thin skin 
and a pink succulent flesh, which is edible though somewhat astringent. The 
seed (Eig. 210, b) is 0-4-0-8 in. long, shaped like the fruit, or two to five angular 
and irregularly shaped seeds are compressed together into a mass resembling 
a single seed, the whole enclosed in a sub-coriaceous covering. 

The germinative power of fresh seed is high, but the seed very quickly 
loses its vitality. The fruits fall as soon as they ripen ; they are eagerly 
devoured by birds and flying foxes, and the seed is spread by their agency. 

Germination (Eig. 210, c, d), Hypogeous. The covering enclosing the 
seeds quickly rots off, leaving the green interior (cotyledons), which usually 
breaks up into two or more portions, from each of which a seedling is pro- 
duced ; usually two or three, sometimes four or even five, seedlings emerge 
from one fruit ; the cotyledons remain in or on the ground. 

The seedling (Eig. 210). 

Roots : primary root moderately long and thick, terete, tapering, wiry : 
lateral roots numerous, moderately long, fibrous, distributed down main root 
or often crowded at its base. Hypocotyl very short and scarcely distinguish- 
able, subterranean. Cotyledons irregular in shape and size, angular, fleshly, 
green, subterranean. Stem erect, quadrangular, green or pinkish, glabrous ; 
internodes 0*2-1 *2 in. long. Leaves simple, exstipulate, first few often abortive, 
0-1-0-2 in. long, sometimes alternate or sub-opposite, subsequent normal leaves 
opposite. ^ Petiole 0*1 in. long or less, channelled above. Lamina 0*7-2 in. 
by 0*4-1 in., ovate, obovate or elliptical, apex acute or sometimes obtuse, base 
acute, entire, glabrous, coriaceous, aromatic when crushed. 

The development of the seedling is slow during the first season, but under 
favourable conditions is more rapid during the second and subsequent years. 

^ For. Mora Chota Nagpur, p. 351, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 





Fig. 210. Eugenia Janibolana — Seedling x \ 

c-d — Germination stages e-h — Development of seedling during first season 
i — Seedling early in second season 


a — Fruits b — Seed 
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In the case of the normal moisture-loving variety seedlings are very sensitive 
to drought if exposed to the sun, mortality commencing as early as September 
or October, and being particularly common during the subsequent hot season* 
Even under shade, seedlings have been observed to die off on dry ground. Soil 
moisture, indeed, appears to be of more importance than shade, since seedlings 
develop well even if exposed to the sun, provided the soil is kept moist. Under 
natural conditions, however, or where watering is not carried out, shade is of 
great benefit in preventing the desiccation of the soil and the death of the 
seedlings. 

A striking instance of the value of shade occurred in connexion with 
experimental line sowings at Dehra Dun. Two lines of Eugenia Jambolana, 
1|- ft. apart, were sown early in the rains along a clear strip 8 ft. wide, with 
the object of ascertaining the value of this species as a nurse to sal, a line of 
which was sown between the two lines of Eugenia. The strip ran from north- 
west to south-east, and on either side of it field crops (lesser millet) were 
sown ; these field crops grew rapidly and attained a height of 3|- ft. by the 
end of the rains. The direction of the strip was such that one line of Eugenia 
received shade from the sun from midday onwards, while the other line was 
exposed to the sun. The seed germinated along both lines, and the seedlings 
developed well during the rainy season. On the sunny line, however, high 
mortality from drought occurred in September-October, and continued to 
some extent subsequently, the result being that whereas the shady line con- 
tinued to be well stocked with vigorous seedlings, very few plants survived 
until the following rains in the parallel line exposed to the sim. Fig. 212 
shows the appearance of the two lines a year after sowung. 

In the case of var. caryojpliyllaefolia, Lam., I have noticed numerous 
seedlings in Singhbhum in open hiU forest, growing on the driest ground in 
situations exposed to the sun ; these seedlings, like those of many other 
species in diy localities, were observed to have died back annually for some 
years in their early stages, new shoots having been sent up each year from the 
base or from lateral buds. This great dissimilarity in the habit of this form 
from that of the normal seedling lends colour to Haines’s suggestion as to this 
form being a separate species. 

The seedling is capable of struggling w^ell amongst w^eeds, but its develop- 
ment suffers. Weeding and watering, particularly the former, have a marked 
effect on its growth and vigour. On stiff soil the development is poor. Where, 
as is frequently the case, the seedlings are in dense masses, the more vigorous 
individuals rapidly suppress the more weakly plants. The seedlings are some- 
what frost-tender, particularly on grassy ground, where they are frequently 
killed back. The season’s growth continues until November-December, new 
growth commencing in February or March (northern India). The taproot 
reaches only a moderate length during the first season, showing greater develop- 
ment during the second year, when it attains a length up to 2 ft. or more. 

The following measurements, made in experimental plots at Dehra Dun, 
give some indication of the dimensions attained by young plants under different 
conditions : 
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Eiigenia Jamholana development of seedlings. Delira Dun. 


GoRdition under which grown. 


Height and other particulars at end of season. 

1st season. 2nd season. 3rd season. 


(1) Nursery plants watered and 
weeded 

(2) Irrigated sowings, full sun- 
light, weeded 

(3) Irrigated sowings, full sun- 
light, unweeded 

(4) Unirrigated sowings, full sun- 
light, wreeded 


(5) Unirrigated sowings, full sun- 
light, unweeded 

(6) Unirrigated sowings, in par- 
tial shade, weeded 

(7) Unirrigated sowings, in par- 
tial shade, weeded 

(8) Transplants, in partial shade 


Maximum Oft. 4'|in. 
Maximum 0 ft. 6J in. 

Maximum 0 ft. 6 in. 
Maximum 0 ft. 10| in. 

Maximum 0 ft. 6 in. 
Maximum 0 ft. 4|- in. 
Maximum 0 ft. 5 in. 
Maximum 0 ft. 3 in. 


0 ft. 4 in. “4 ft. 1 in. 


0 ft. 3 in.-l ft. 3 in. 

0 ft. 7 in. -3 ft. 8 in. 
(vigorous, the larger 
suppressing the 
smaller) 

0 ft. 6-|- in.-O ft. 10 in. 
Maximum 2 ft, 3 in. 
Maximum 2 ft. 0 in. 
Maximum 1 ft. 6 in. 


Maximum 8 ft. 0 in. 
(dense mass of strong 
thick-stemmed plants) 

0 ft. 8 in. "3 ft, 1 in. (con- 
dition somewhat poor) 


0 ft. 11 in. -2 ft. 7 in. 


Nos. 2 to 5 demonstrate the great value of weeding. Eig. 213 shows 
Nos. 2 and 3 during the second season ; the effect of weeding, as shown on 
the left of the staff, is very marked in comparison with the unweeded plot on 
the right of it. 

SiLVicuLTUBAL CHABACTERS. Eugenia Jamholana is a shade-bearer, 
particularly in youth ; dense masses of young plants may be found coming 
up mider moderate shade near streams and in other moist places, while seed- 
lings and saplings are often found under shade in sal forest and other types of 
forest. Although somewhat frost-tender in youth, it is hardier later, and in 
the abnormal frost of 1905 in northern India it was not much affected. In the 
abnormal drought of 1907 and 1908 in Oudh it proved to be hardy in the 
sal forests, but along streams and in swamps it suffered when the water dried 
up. It is not readily browsed by cattle. 

The tree possesses remarkable coppicing power, shoots being produced 
in large quantities, chiefly round the periphery of the cut surface of the stool : 
large stumps as well as small ones produce shoots as a rule. Figs. 209, 211, 
and 215 show the appearance of pure coppice on rich alluvial land, subject to 
inundation in the rainy season, along the banks of streams in the Gorakhpur 
district. United Provinces. At an age of four years, with a height of 15 ft., 
there are often more than thirty shoots on one stump, more than half of them 
being usually dominant. The soil requirements of the tree have already been 
alluded to ; they are somewhat contradictory, though the differences appear 
in some cases to coincide with weU-marked botanical varieties. 

Nattjbal befboduction. The fruits fall in quantity under and around 
the parent trees early in the rainy season ; the seeds are washed into heaps 
by the rain, germination quickly taking place on moist ground and in pools 
of mud. Each fruit may produce from one to four or even five seedlings 
clustered together, and the seedlings often appear in dense masses : this is . 
particularly the case on allmdal ground, where as many as 100 seedlings about 
6 in. high to the square foot have been counted after the end of the rainy 
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Fig. 211. Eugenia Jambolana coppice 30 ft. high in process of being felied 
on swampy ground, Gorakh^Dur district, United Provinces. 






















Eig. 212. Eugenia Jambolana, line sowings in second year, showing beneficial 
effect of side shade, Dehra Dun. Line on left (a) exposed to the sun for a considerable 
part of the day, with the result that nearly all the plants have died of drought : line 
on right (b) receives side shade for most of the day, with the result that there has 
been little or no mortality from drought. 
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season on sandy allnvinm. Fig. 214 shows profuse growth of seedlings at the 
end of the first season. Sometimes two or three tiers of seedlings of difierent 
years may be found under the same seed-bearer, showing to what an extent 
the young plants will stand shade. Seedlings often occur sporadically in the 
forest where there are no seed-bearers in the neighborhood, the seed having 
been disseminated by the agency of birds. The necessity for soil moisture in 
the establishment of natural reproduction and the mortality wliich takes 
place on dry ground, even under shade, have already been noted under ' the 
seedling ’ ; indeed, the value of shade appears to lie mainly in its power of 
preventing desiccation of the soil. 

The exceptional case in which natural seedlings of var. caryophyllaefoKa 
establish themselves on dry hilly ground after dying back for some years in 
succession has already been aUuded to : possibly this may also be found to 
be the case with seedlings growing on laterite. 

Artificial reprodijctiox. So far as experiments show, direct sowing is 
preferable to transplanting, since there is usually a considerable proportion 
of failure during transplanting, in spite of precautions. Of the forms of direct 
sowing tried so far, line sowings kept regularly weeded have proved the most 
successful, but it is essential that the soil should be kept moist, and where 
irrigation cannot be isarried out, shade is necessary. This can be effected by 
means of narrow cleared and well-hoed lines under the shade of an overwood 
or cut through low growth, so as to retain shade and at the same time allow 
of regular weeding : side shade is of more importance than overhead shade. 
The seed should be sown early in the rainy season, as soon as it ripens. 

Sowings of Eugenia Jambolana to fill open grassy or other blanks have 
been repeatedly tried, but they have almost invariably resulted in failure 
except along the edge of the surrounding forest, where side shade is obtained 
from the sun. 

For transplanting purposes the greatest success is obtained by sowing 
in baskets, two or three seeds in each, and retaining the healthiest seedling in 
each basket. The baskets are kept well watered under moderate shade, and 
are planted out during the second rains. For forest purposes transplanting 
should usually be done under shade unless the ground is permanently moist, 
Roadside trees usually require watering in dry weather for the first year or 
two. Transplanting from nursery beds requires care, as the seedlings do not 
stand much exposure of or injur}^ to the roots. Natural seedlings in the forest 
can be transplanted successfully in moist places or under shade. 

Silvicultural treatment. In the forest the tree is ordinarily treated 
as an accessory species and worked along with other species in coppice coupes 
or in selection fellings. In private forests on alluvial ground along river- 
banks in parts of Oudh, pure crops of this species are worked very successfully 
as simple coppice for the production of poles (see Figs. 211 and 215). The 
rotation is usually a short one, about 10-15 years, or sometimes less, and 
Judging by the density of the crops the yield must be high : these areas are 
grazed, but the cattle do not appear to damage the coppice-shoots to any 
extent.' 

Rate OF growth, (1) High forest. The following statement gives a 
summary of available girth measurements in high forest sample plots : 
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Eugenia Jamhdla7ia : girth increment in high forest sample plots. 





Ko. of years 

No. of trees 


Mean annual 


Forest 


under 

under 

Girth 

girth increment 

Province. 

division. 

Locality, 

measurement. 

measurement. 

classes. 

for period. 






ft. 

in. 

United 

Dehra Dun 

Sherpur forest 

4 

1 

0-1 

0-41 

Provinces 

Lansdowne 

Chaukhamb 

17 

2 

li-3 

0*70 



Giwain 

4 

1 

1-1-3 

0*13 


>3 

Barswar 

4 

14 

14-4 

0*33 


S3 

Jogichaur 

4 

1 

6-8 

0-32 


Ramnagar 

Mandal 

1 

3 

l-|-3 

0-40 


33 

S. Path Dun 

19 

5 

0-3 

0*27 


5.3 

Domanda 

19 

1 

li-3 

0-36 


Haldwani 

Silani 

11 

4 

14-6 

0-61 


S. Kheri 

Kishanpur 

9 

1 

4-5 

0-09 


Gonda 

Chandanpur 

2 

1 

0-14 

0-15 



Sakra 

2 

2 

ii~3 

0*30 

Central 

Balaghat 

Raigarh and ) 

Q 

/2 

1-2 

0-47 

Provinces 


Baihar ranges ( 

O 


2-3 

0-31 


The sample plots in question are situated in sal forest, and the rate of 


growth shoAvn is probably slower than what might be expected on moist 
alluvial ground near streams. 

Ring-countings made in 1905 by Mr. D. A. Thomson in respect of nine trees 
in the Supa fuel reserves, North Kanara, Bombay, gave the following results : ^ 

Eugenia Jamholana : rate of growth in Supa fuel reserves, North 

Kanara. 

Age in years . . . 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 
Mean diameter (inches) . 1*06 2-16 3-26 4-38 5-48 6-58 7-60 8-78 9*82 10-73 11'13 

Corresponding girth (inclies) 3-2 6-6 10-1 13-5 17-2 20-7 23-9 27-6 31-4 33-8 35-0 

A cross-section from the United Provinces in the silvicultural museum at 
Dehra Dun, measuring 3 ft. 3 in. in girth, had 34 rings, representing a mean 
annual girth increment of 1*15 in. Measurements in 1907 of eight planted 
trees, sixteen years old, in the Thapal grant estate, Saharanpur, United Pro- 
vinces, gave an average girth of 2 ft. 4 in. and an average height of 25*7 ft., 
which shows that under favourable conditions the growth is fairly fast. 

2. Coppice. On fertile groimd coppice-shoots grow rapidly. On rich 
alluvium along river banks in Gorakhpur, Oudh, coppice four years old showed 
an average height of 15 ft. In NeUore, Madras, a height of 6 ft. was attained 
by coppice-shoots in eight months.^ Measurements made in 1911 in the 
Tikri forest, Gonda, United Provinces, showed for an age of two years an 
average height of 7 ft., as against 7*6 ft. for sal. 

The following measurements made in 1886 by Mr. A. E. Broun in the 
Buhawala sal coppice, Dehra Dun, compare the rate of growth of Eugenia 
Jamholana coppice with, thsbt oi ssbl : 


Growth of Eugenia Jamholana and sal coppice, Bullawala, Dehra Dun. 


Age. 

Mean girth. 

Eugenia. 

Sal, 

Mean height. 
Eugenia. 

Sal 

years. 

. . " 'in, , 

in. 

ft. in. 

ft. in. 

8 

7-5 ■ 

8-3 

16 4 

16 2*5 

8 

6*5 

71 

14 6 

13 1*9 

9 

7*2 • 

8-7 

10 0 

13 5*5 

10 

9-0 

5*9 

14 0 

11 10*6 


^ Working Plan for the Supa Fuel Reserves, 1907. ^ Forest Report, 1909-10. 





Fig. 213. Eugenia Jamholana, plants 13 months old from broadcast sowings, showing bene- 
ficial effect of w^eeding, Dehra Dun : on left of staff, plot regularly weeded contains 88 vigorous 
seedlings up’to 3 ft. 9 in. in height ; on right of staff, plot sown at same time and left umveeded 
contains 23 seedlings up to 1 ft, 3 in. in height struggling through grass and -weeds. 









V, ‘ k.>, ' 








stream, Gorakhpur district, United Provinces. 






EUGENIA 


555 


Measurements made in 1910 by Mr. C. M. McCrie in sal coppice in Gorakh- 
pur, United Provinces, showed the following growth for Eugenia and sal 
respectively : 

Growth of Eugenia Jamholam- and sal coppice, Gorakhpur. 


Mean girth. Mean height. 


Age, 

Eugenia. 

Sal 

Eugenia. 

Sal. 

years. 

in. 

in. 

ft. in. 

ft. in. 

2 

— 

— 

2 0 

3 0 

4 

2-0 

2-0 

4 8 

7 0 

6 

3-0 

2-9 

7 0 

10 4 

8 

3-8 

3-8 

8 5 

13 0 

10 

4-5 

4-8 

10 0 

15 4 % 


2. Eugenia operculata, Roxb. Vein. Pidman, Bai jdma-n, Hind. ; Kdii 
thahydy'Burm. 

A moderate-sized evergreen tree with a short bole and spreading branches. 
Leaves coriaceous, turning red in the cold season. Found in the sub-Himalayan 
tract, Bihar, Orissa, Assam, Chittagong, and Burma. This is a familiar tree 
in the sal forests of northern India, particularly on grassy savannahs and 
blanks, where it is often the first tree to appear, and being fire-resisting and 
frost-hardy, it establishes itself in such localities and forms a useful nurse to 
sal, which regenerates well under its protection. In their earlier stages, how- 
ever, the seedlings are sensitive to frost. In northern India the fruits ripen 
about August. The growth is slow to moderate. Sample plot measurements 
in sal forest in the United Provinces give the following results : 


Eugenia operculata : girth increment in sample plots, United Provinces. 




e Ko. of years 

No. of trees 


Mean annual 

Forest 


under 

under 

Girth 

girth increment 

division. 

Locality. 

measurement. 

measurement. 

classes. 

for period. 





ft. 

m. 

Lansdowne 

Barswar 

4 

5 

l|-3 

0*34 

Ramnagar 

S. Path Dun 

19 

2 

0-3 

0-17 ' 


A cross-section 6 ft. 3 in. in girth, in the silvicultural museum at Dehra 
Dun, has 83 rings, giving a mean annual girth increment of 0*9 in. 

The tree coppices well, and the coppice-shoots sometimes show fairly 
rapid growth. Measurements of coppice made in 1911 in the Tikri forest, 
Gonda, United Provinces, showed an average height of 6 ft. in two years, 
compared mth 7 ft. 7 in. for sal ; the average number of shoots per stool was 
two as compared with 1*8 for sal. Measurements by Mr. G. M. McCrie in 1910 
in a coppice coupe three years old in Gorakhpur, United Provinces, showed 
an average height of 7 ft. 6 in. as against 9 ft. 7 in. for sal. Measurements in 
1886 by Mr. A. F. Broun in the Bullawala coppice coupes, Dehra Dun, showed 
the following growth of Eugenia ojgerculata as compared with sal : 

Eugenia operculata : growth in coppice coupes, Bullawala, Dehra Dun, 


Mean girth. Mean height. 


Age. 

Eugenia operculata. 

Sal, 

Eugenia operculata. 

Sal. 

years. 

in. 

in. 

ft. 

in. 

ft. 

in. 

8 

8-1 

8*3 

■17 

4-4 

16 

2-5 

8 

6-2 

71 

13 

6*6 

13 

1-9 

9 

15-2 

8*7 

17 

5*5 

13 

5-5 

10 

10-5 

5*9 

18 

3*6 

11 

10*6 
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These coupes are subject to occasional severe frosts which damage the sal 
coppice, and this accounts for the poor growth of the sal in some cases. 

3. Eugenia Janabos, Linn. Rose apple. Vern. Guldb jdman, Hind. 

A tree cultivated in many parts of India and Burma for its fruit, which 
is rather insipid though sweet-scented. According to Brandis it is indigenous 
in the Malay Archipelago and in Upper Burma (Shwebo district, at 1,000 ft. 
on stream banlp). It has run wild in many places. The handsome flowers, 
with large yellowish white bunches of stamens, usually appear from February 
to April. The fruits ripen from June to August, and drop at once ; the seeds 
germinate soon after falling, and large quantities of seedlings may be found 
under and around the trees during the rainy season, as in the case oi E, Jam- 
bokma. These survive if the locality is sufficiently moist and shady, but if 
exposed to the sun they die off rapidly. This habit coincides exactly with 
that of the common form of E. Jamholana, and it is possible that on closer 
study of the various species it may be found, to be fairly general in the case of 
those which grow in moist localities. 

2. EUCALYPTUS, UH6ritier. 

An Australasian genus consisting of about 140 species, most of which 
are found in Australia and some in Tasmania, New Guinea, and other islands. 
The eucalypts are evergreen trees, all more or less aromatic and containing 
oil-glands in the leaves ; the oil distilled from the leaves of some species is 
of value in medicine. The leaves of young trees, of young coppice-shoots, 
and of shoots sent out after injury by fire or otherwise, are generally opposite, 
sessile, and horizontal, and are often of a different shape from the normal 
leaves of the adult tree ; the latter are usually alternate, petiolate, and 
hang vertically. The flowers are white or red, and the flower-buds have the 
calyx-tube covered with a lid or operculum which falls off when the flowers 
open. The fruit is a woody capsule, consisting of the hard calyx-tube and 
containing numerous small seeds, a considerable proportion of which are usually 
unfertile. 

The eucalypts contain several of the most important timber trees of the 
Australian continent, where they form large tracts of forest, some growing 
pure and others mixed. Some of them reach gigantic size, and are among the 
largest trees in the world, specimens of the blue gum (E. Globulus^ Labill.) 
and peppermint gum (jff. F. v. M., formerly included midsT E, amyg- 

dalina, Labill.) having been stated to reach a height of over 400 ft. 

Intbobuctioh iHTo BOBEioisr coiJNTiiiES. The eucalypts appear first to 
have attracted attention outside their natural home in the early part of the 
nineteenth century, when seed began to be introduced into southern Europe, 
and the trees, probably for the most part E, Globulus^ began to be cultivated, 
first for ornament or as curiosities, and later, when their rapid growth and 
economic importance began to be realized, in plantations. Since then eucalypts 
have been extensively planted in the Mediterranean region, in California, 
Florida, Hawaii, and several other parts of the western hemisphere, in KSouth 
Africa, and in other sub-tropical and warm temperate regions throughout the 
globe.. ■ 

iHmoDxjCTiON INTO ANi) CULTIVATION IN INDIA. The introduction of 
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eucalypts into India probably dates from 1843. when a few trees were planted 
experimentally in the Nilgiris mainly with the object of finding some species 
capable of yielding regular and plentiful supplies of fuel : regular plantations., 
chiefly of J/. Globidus, were commenced in these hills in 1866, and have been 
extended subsequently on a large scale. Numerous species have since been 
tried under all sorts of climatic and other conditions in many parts of India 
and Burma, both in the hiUs and on the plains. Some details of the results 
attained in different localities are given below, but it may be said generally 
that some species or other of eucalyptus has been found which is suited to 
almost any climate in India with the possible exception of: (1) very moist 
tropical regions, where the seedlings damp off in spite of all precautions ; and 
(2) elevations above the winter snow-line, where snow^-break is to be feared. 
It is, however, possible that species may yet be found which will grow well in 
localities wdiere eucalypts have failed hitherto, for although several species 
have been proved to thrive well in India imder given conditions, the intro- 
duction of a large number is as yet in the initial stage of experiment or has 
not yet been attempted. 

The extension of eucalyptus cultivation in India has its advocates and its 
opponents. The former urge the great utility of these trees in supplying fast- 
growing timber and fuel as well as oil, tannin, and other products, their swamp- 
draining capacity and their direct anti-malarial value, though from a medical 
point of view the last-named quality appears to be problematical. The latter 
maintain that the extension of eucalyptus cultivation in India has gone far 
enough, that the trees are monotonous, and that in regions where they are 
capable of growing it is possible to grow indigenous trees which furnish better 
timber and are superior in every way except so far as rapidity of growth is 
concerned. There is something to be said on both sides. It is true that as 
timber trees the eucalypts have not come up to expectations in India, but 
that is no reason for believing that some good timber species may not yet be 
found which will be capable of profitable cultivation. On the other hand, so 
far as fuel production goes, the rapidity of growth and the volume-production 
of the eucalypts in places where they do thrive far exceed anything attainable 
by indigenous species. The blue gum has conferred an inestimable boon on 
the Nilgiris, and those who complain of the monotony of the eucalypts which 
dominate the landscape on the Nilgiri plateau should remember that these 
trees saved a fuel famine in the middle of last century, while in Ootacamund 
and the adjoining stations they now yield plentiful supplies of fuel, obtainable 
at far cheaper rates than is the case in any other hiU station in India. Where 
large supplies of quick-growing and therefore cheap fuel are required, there 
seems to be every reason for the extension of eucalyptus plantations in India 
in places where these trees will grow well and furnish higher yields than in- 
digenous species ; while, again, the experimental introduction of little-lmown 
or new species, which has been proceeding for several years past, is all to the 
good, since it tends towards a solution of the question of cheap supplies of fuel 
and possibly of timber. Provided, therefore, the extension of eucalyptus 
cultivation in India is confined to cases where it is likely to be of distinct 
advantage, and does not involve the cleariiig of valuable indigenous timber 
species, there is much to be said in favour of it. 
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Mucli experimental work has been carried out in the past, and continues 
to be carried out, in the cultivation of eucalyptus in India, but in spite of this 
the records of results are in most cases disappointing, and are often unreliable. 
Fruitful sources of error are the wrong naming of seeds, the inadvertent mixing 
of seeds of different species, the interchanging of labels of plants in different 
stages, as well as errors and omissions in maintaining the records. Again, it 
frequently happens that a species grows well for a few years and then fails ; 
it is favourably reported on for some years and the record then ceases, though 
the plant has by this time acquired an undeserved reputation, and is wrongly 
recorded as a success. It is therefore of little use judging of the suitability of 
a species for a given locality until it has reached reasonable dimensions and 
shown its adaptability to its new environment. Mistakes in identification are 
very common, and have been the cause of a good deal of confusion in the past. 
For the correct identification of the eucalypts, botanical specimens should be 
as complete as possible, and should ordinarily include primordial as well as 
adult leaves, flowers, fruits, and bark : as these are not all obtainable at the 
same time, great care is necessary to ensure that the specimens are aU collected 
from the same tree. 

Numerous failures in the past have been due to the fact that trees from 
the temperate regions of Australasia have been repeatedly tried in the hotter 
parts of India, wliile those from the tropical and other warm regions of that 
continent have been tried at cool elevations in the hills. Generally speaking 
it may be laid down that for low elevations in India, if any species is to have 
a reasonable chance of succeeding it must be obtained from the tropical and 
warm parts of Queensland and adjacent northern regions, where also are 
found such well-known Indian trees as Bomhax malabariowm^ Eugenia Jamho- 
lana, Barringtonia racemosa, Alstonia scholaris, Mallotus pMli;ppinensis, Trema 
orienialis, Ficus glomefata>^ and Gasuarina equisetifoUa. On the other hand, 
species from Tasmania and the southern parts of Australia only are likely to 
be successful at the higher elevations in India. To quote one example : the 
blue gum (E. Globulus), a tree of Tasmania and the south-eastern parts of 
Australia, has been tried time and again at low elevations in India, but has 
always failed signally, whereas at the higher elevations in the Nilgiris it has been 
a remarkable success. 

The results attained hitherto in different parts of India, so far as records 
are available, are of some interest, and may prove to be useful as a guide 
towards the selection of species for further experiment. 

1. The Nilgiris, The introduction of eucalypts in 1843, and the formation 
of plantations from 1856 onwards, have already been alluded to. In 1914 
the total area of Government eucalyptus plantations, either pure or mixed 
with acacia, amounted to 1,089 acres, in addition to which there are numerous 
privately owned plantations. Fuel from these is supplied at extremely cheap 
rates. The altitude of the plantations varies from 5,000 to 8,300 ft. The 
principal rock is a fine-grained gneiss decomposing into a red clay : there is 
a marked absence of lime in the soil. 

The climate of the Nilgiris is cool, equable, and moist, with a well-dis- 
tributed rainfall of about 50 to 80 in. The winter is on the whole mild, with 
only occasional frosts of more than slight intensity, and these are of short 
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duration ; snow is unknown. The following climatological statistics may be 
quoted : 

Climatological statistics for the Nilgiris. 

Shade temperature (degrees Pahr.). Normal rainfall (inches). 






June-Sept. 

Oct. -Dec. 

Total 

Station. 

Maximum. ' 

Minimum. Jan,- 

Apr.- 

(SW. 

(NE. 

for 


Absolute. Average. 

Absoiute. Average. Mar. 

May. 

monsoon). 

monsoon). 

vear. 

Ootacamund 
(7,327 ft.) 

■ .. 75 

35 2*46 

9*70 

24*76 

14-03 

50-95 

Coonoor 
(6,200 ft.) 

.. 

8-17 

8*82 

16-68 

32-09 

65-76 

Wellington 
(6,200 ft.) 

83*4 81 

24-7 36 

. . 


. . 

51-09 


The species far more extensively planted than any other is E. Globulus, 
which grows very rapidly and thrives admirably. Many other species, however, 
have been planted, not only in plantations but also in private gardens and 
along roadsides, while there are many different species in the Government 
gardens at Ootacamund and in Sim’s Park at Coonoor. The identity of many 
of these was obscure until, in 1912 and subsequently, Mr. R. Bourne made 
a careful investigation into the question, and with the aid of specimens collected 
on the spot succeeded in establishing the identity of no fewer than 36 species. 
After E. Globulus by far the commonest species in the Government planta- 
tions are E, obliqua and E. Sieberiana. Except E, Globulus the only two 
species which have attained large dimensions are E. obliqua and E, eugenioides, 
to which may be added occasional large specimens of E. viminalis. The 
following is a complete list of species which Mr. Bourne has succeeded in 
identifying in the Nilgiris: E, acmenoides, Schauer, E, amygdalina, LabilL, 
E, botryoid€s,Sm., E. calojphylla, Brown, E, capitellata, 8m., E. cornuta, LabilL, 
E!coTymbosa, 8m., E. crcSm, F. v. M., E. eugenioides, 8iehev, E.ficifolia, F. v, M., 

E. foecunda, Schauer, E. Globulus, LiBibiH., E. Qunnii, ’E.odk., E. hemipMoia, 

F. V. M., E. Leucoxylon, F. v. M., E. longifoUa, Link and Otto, E . macrorrhyncha, 
F. V. M., E. maculaia, Hook,, yb > v . citriodora, ’Bailej, E. microcorys, F. v. M., 

E. miniata, Gunn., E. obliqua, L’Herit., E. paniculata, Sm., E. ptychocarpa, 

F. V. M., E. pilularis, Sm., E. pulveTulenta, 8imB., E. punctata, DC., E. redunca, 
Schauer, E. resinifera, Sm., E. robusta, Sm., E. rostrata, Schleich, E. saligna, 
Sm., J?. siderophloia, ’Bexdh., E. Sieberiana, F. v. M., E. Siuartiana, F. v. M., 
E, ter eticornis, 8m., E. viminalis, Labill. 

Trials were commenced in 1910 to ascertain if any good timber-yielding 
species will succeed in the Nilgiris, and for this purpose small experimental 
plantations were formed at three different elevations, namely 6,700, 7,300, 
and 8,300 ft. The species tried were E. acmenoides, Schauer, E. crebra, F. v. M., 
E. eugenioides, Sieber, E. hemipMoia, 'E, v. M., E. paniculata, Sm., E. pilularis, 
Sm., E. punctata, DC., and E. sideTophhia, HmHx. There was some difficulty 
in raising the young plants, which proved tender in the early stages, and had 
to be reared under forcing frames. When once put out they proved more 
hardy, but required protection against frost, for which purpose they were 
surrounded with coverings of bracken. The species which have done best so 
far are E. punctata, E. acrnenoides, E. pU The least promising is 

E. hemiphloia. 

2. Indian Peninsula. Except in the Nilgiris there is little reliable informa- 
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tioii regarding the results of planting eucalypts in the Indian Peninsula, 
Probably the most successful species so far tried at low elevations is U, tereti- 
cornis, which grows well even at Bombay ; E. rostrata 'aim does well at low 
elevations j and is grown at Poona and elsewhere. Attempts made about 
1874-6 at Saugor in the Central Provinces, to grow' certain species, including 
E, comuta, E, Globulus, E. marginata, E, ohliqua, E. rostrata, E. Sideroxylon, 
and E. viminalis, resulted in failure. E. Globulus was tried in 1909 in coast 
sand in the Madras Presidency, but needless to say the result was a failure. 
In the same year E. marginata, E, resinifera, and E\ rostrata were sown in the 
Sanyasimalai plantation in North Salem at an elevation of 4,000 ft. ; the 
seedlings throve the first year, but no subsequent information is available. 
Eleven difierent species were tried at Mercara in Coorg in 1913 ; those which 
proved the most successful during the first few years were E> maculata, E. 
pilularis, E. punctata, E, goniocalyx, E, saligna, and £/. resinifera. Plants of 
E, maculata three years old had a maximum height of 21 ft. and a maximum 
girth of 7 in. 

3. Himalaya. Eucalypts have been grown in various parts of the Himalaya 
for many years, but at elevations where there is any appreciable snowfall in 
winter they have suffered so severely from snow-break that they are now 
recognized to be unsuitable for planting except at the lower elevations. 
E. Globulus is probably the species which has been planted most extensively, 
and it has grown well except for liability to snow-break ; E. Sideroxylon is 
reported to have done weU in the Kumaun hills. Mr. R. N. Parker notes 
that at Abbottabad (elevation 4,000 ft.), where eucalypts are extensively 
grown, the species seen are E. tereticornis, E. rostrata, E. Sideroxylon, E, macu- 
lata var. citriodora, and E. Globulus! Prior to the abnormal frost of 1905 
E. Globulus was far commoner than it is now, but all the trees were badly 
injured and many were killed outright in that year. At present E. tereticor7iis 
is by far the commonest species in that station : there are also several 
specimens of E. Sideroxylon, and one each of E. rostrata and E. maculata var. 
ci^no^Zom, dating from before 1905. 

Experiments in the cultivation of eucalyptus in the Simla hills have been 
in progress for some years past, the most complete of these dating from 1909, 
when small experimental plots were established at various elevations along the 
Kalka-Simla railw^ay and in the neighbourhood of Simla itself. The cultiva- 
tion was carried out by means of direct sowings on roughly prepared ground, 
no watering being done. So far the following have been found to succeed, 
to some extent at least, at different elevations : 

{a) Under 4,000 ft. : E. calophylla, R. Br.*, E. cornuta, LabilL, E. cory- 
nocalyx, E. v. M., E. eximia, Schauer*, E. gomphocephala, DC., E. goniocalyx, 
P. V. M., E. Gunnii, Hook., E. hemiphloia, P. v. M., E. Leucoxylon, F. v. M.*, 
E. longifolia, Link and Otto"**, E. Maideni, P. v. M., E. melliodora, A. Cunn., 
E. microcorys, P. v. M., E. paniculaia, Sm.*, E. punctata, DC., E. resinifera, 
Sm., E. rostrata, Schlecht*, E. rudis, Endl., E. Stuartiana, P. v. M., E. tereti- 
cornis, Sm.* 

(6) 4,000-6,000 ft. : E. amygdalina, LabilL, E. Gambagei, Deane and 
Maiden*, E. coriacea, A. Cunn., E. corynocalyx, P. v. M., E. crebra, P. v. M., 
^ Ind. Forester, xxxix (1913), p. 81, 


EUCALYPTUS 


561 


E. mgenioides, Sieb., E. Schauer*, E, Globulus, LabilL*, E. gonipho’ 

ce>phala, iyO-, E, Oumiii, Hook.*, Jr. Mmiphhia, F. v. M., E- longipUa, Link 
and Otto*, P. v. M.*, E, mdliodora, A. Cunn., E, Planclmniarm, 

F. V, M., E:regmns, F. v, M., E, rudis, Eiidl., E. saligm, Sm., E. Eideroxylori, 
A. Cnnn., J?. Stuurtiana, P. v. M.*, E. tereticornis, Sm., E. vimvmlis, Labill.* 

(c) 6,000-7,000 ft. : E. Gambagei, Deane and Maiden, E. corymbosa, Sm., 
E. corynomlyx, F. y. M., E. crebra, F. v. M., E. Globulus, LabilL, E. 6‘imnii, 
Hook.*,:®* IiemipMoia, F. v. M., E. Maidem, E. v. M.*, E. Stuartiami, F. v. M.*, 
E. vimimlis, Labill.* 

(d) Over 7,000 ft. : E. corymbosa, Sm., E. corynocalyx, F. v. M., E. crebra, 
E. V. M.., E. melUodora, A. Gimii., E. saligna, 8m. 

Those marked with an asterisk have so far proved the most successful. 
Above 5,000 ft. the results have not been nearly so satisfactory as they have 
below that elevation, though this is ascribed more to poverty of soil than to 
elevation. Species which have so far proved unsuitable for introduction on 
a large scale are E. haemastoma, Sm., E. macrorrhynclm, F. v. M., E. MueUeriaua, 
Howett, E. obliqua, L’Herit., E. pauciflora, Sieb., E. pilularis, Sm., E. piperita, 
Sm., E. Sieberiana, F. v. M. 

Further experiments are in progress in the Simla hills with numerous 
other species, and these may be expected to yield definite results in due 
course. 

4. Sub-Himulayarh tract and plains of northern India-. Eucalypts were 
first introduced into northern India about 1860, and numerous species have 
been tried. The reports of the Government gardens at Lucknow, Lahore, and 
Saharanpur contain the results of various trials from time to time. In the 
Changa Manga irrigated plantation near Lahore various species were intro- 
duced many years ago, while more recently experiments on a considerable 
scale have been carried out there and in the Kot Lakhpat plantation. 

Mr. R. N. Parker ^ enumerates the following species found growing on 
the Punjab plains, which he has been able to identify with tolerable certainty, 
though he admits that the list is by no means complete : 

E. maculata, Hook., var. citriodora, Bailey. Less common than the following 
two in the Punjab, but the commonest species in Saharanpur and Dehra Dun. 

E. tereticornis, 8m. This and the next are the commonest species in the 
Punjab, and have given the best results where extensive trials have been 
made. Almost the only species in the Rawalpindi and Hazara districts. 
Succeeds well in the Hoshiarpur district. Not common at Shharanpur and 
Dehra Dun. 

E. rostrata-, Schl. Very common on the Punjab plains ; seldom seen in 
Rawalpindi and Hazara. Does well at Saharanpur. 

E. crebra, F. v, M. Occasionally seen in Lahore, Amritsar, Kapurthala, 
Changa Manga, and Saharanpur. 

E. melanophloia, F. v. M. Grown in Lahore, Changa Manga, Agra, and 
Saharanpur. 

E. saligna, Sm. Grows well at Amritsar and Saharanpur. 

E. robusta, Sm. Occasionally grown in Lahore, Kapurthala, Saharanpur, 
and Agra. 
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E, sidefophloia, Benth. One specimen in Changa Manga doing well. 

E, Sideroxylon, A. Cunn. Several in Changa Manga, not doing very well. 

The first three of the above species are by far the commonest grown in 
the plains and sub-Himalayan tract. 

According to Mr. Parker the following species have been sufficiently tried 
to show that they are quite unsuitable for planting on the plains : 

E, amygdalina, LabilL, capitellata, Sm., E. Hook. coriacea, 

A. Cunn. {E. pauciflora^ Sieb.), E. corymbosa, Sm., E. Globulus, Lnbill.y E, 
go7iiocalyXy ¥, v. M., E. Gunnii, Hook, f., E. haemastoma, Sm., E, macrorrhynca, 
F. V. M., E. marginata, Sm., E. obliqua, L’Herit., E. pilularis, Sm., E, piperita, 
Sm., E. resmifera, Sm., E. Sieberiana, E. v. M., E. Stuartiana, E. v. M., E, 
urnigerai, Hook, f., E. viminalis, LabilL, E. virgata, Sieb. {E. stricta, Sieb.). 

The following species appear to be unlikely to thrive on the plains, though 
evidence is not yet conclusive : 

E. acmenoides, Schau., E. alpiua, Lindl., E. Andrewsi, Maiden, E, Bailey- 
ana, E. v. M., E, calopTiylla, R. Br., E. cinerea, E. v. M., E. corynocalyx, 
F. V. M., E. delegatensis, R. T. Baker, E. dives, Schau., E. eugenioides, Sieb., 
E. eximia, Schau., E. ficifolia, E. v. M., E, longifolia, Link and Otto, E. Lueh- 
irmnniana, E. v. M., Jfacar&m, Deane and Maiden., E, macrandra, F. v. M., 

E, macTocarpa, Hook., E, Muelleriana, E. occidentalis, Endl., E, 
obcordata, Turcz. {E, Platypus, ^ools.,), E, Plarichoriiana, E. v. M., E. regnans, 

F. V. M., E. fu&ida, Deane and Maiden, E. Smithii, R. T. Baker, E, stellulata, 

E, tmchyphloia,¥. Y. M,, E. umbra, 

Many other species are under trial. At Lahore, among species which have 
shown promise during the first ’few years are E.gomphocepJiala, DC., E, hemi- 
pliloia, E. V. M., E, melanopMoia, E. v. M., E, melliodora, A. Cunn., and E, rudis, 
Endl. The last named has shown extraordinary growth on poor saline soil, 
and ap|)ears to be well suited for such ground. E, Kirtoniana, E. v. M., does 
well if it gets sufficient water. At Saharanpur the most successful so far, 
apart from those already mentioned, are E. microcorys, F. v. M., E, obliqua, 
L’Herit., E. paniculata, Sm., and E. rudis, Endl. The following, recently 
grown at Dehra Dun, are well established : E, bicolor, A. Cunn., E. botryoides, 
Sm., E, microcorys, E. v. M., E, patentinervis, T. Baker, E, rostrata, Schl., 
E. saligna, Sm., E. Sideroxylon, A, Cunn. ; of these E. bicolor, E, botryoides, 
and E, Sideroxylon are regarded as failures at Saharanpur. 

The following climatological statistics for plains and low-level stations 
in northern India give some indication of the conditions under which the 
above-mentioned species have been tried : 

Climatological statistics for some plains and low-level stations in northern India. 

Shade temperature 
(prior to 1903). 



Absolute 

Absolute 

Normal 

Station. 

maximum. 

minimum. 

rainfall. 


degrees P. 

degrees F. 

in- 

Lahore 

120-3 

29-2 

20 The great bulk of the rain falls during the 

Saharanpur 

116 

30 

38 SW. monsoon from July to September ; 

Lucknow 

119 

30 

38 the remainder of the year is dry except 

Agra 

120 

30 

26 for occasional showers or hursts of rain. 

Dehra Dnn 

111 

33-9 

85 
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5. Assam, E, Glohuhis thrives at Shillong, showing rapid growth and 
attaining very fair dimensions. 

6. Burma. Eucalypts have been tried from time to time in various parts 
of Burma. At Maymyo (elevation 3,500 ft.) planting was commenced about 
the year 1893; the species which has proved most successful there is i?. 
Tostratay though E. amygclalina and E. maculata var. citriodora have also 
done well, and E. resinifera fairly w^elL These species are likely to do w^ell on 
the Shan States plateau should plantations be required there. There is a fine 
avenue in the Maymyo bazaar consisting chiefly of E. rostrata. E. Globulus 
has proved a failure at Maymyo, but has succeeded in the hills of the Ruby 
Mines district. The species which has done best at low elevations is E. vinii- 
nalis, which has proved hardy. E. cormita was reported in 1911-1.2 to be 
growing well in a rubber plantation at Kwanhla in the Amherst township. 

7. Andamans. Seventeen species were tried in the Andamans in 1914, 
but after the first year the only species showing any promise were E. resinifera, 
E. robusta, E: rostrata, and E. fereticornis. Two species, namely E. botryoides 
and E. robusta, were tried in mangrove swamps, but were unable to stand the 
salt water. 

Silvicultural characters. Eucalypts, as a rule, are intolerant of 
shade, though many species tend to branch low if grown in isolated positions, 
and in early youth seedlings endure a little shade for a time. Many species 
coppice well, but the blue gum {E. Globulus) is probably the most vigorous of 
all the better known species in tliis respect. The root-system is usually of 
a spreading type, the roots penetrating for a considerable distance in search 
of moisture ; superficial spreading roots are common. Eucalypts are generally 
speaking wind-firm, but many species are liable to become bent, gnarled, and 
stunted in exposed situations. Species tried at the higher elevations in the 
Himalaya have been found very liable to snow-break. Fire does little damage 
to older trees with thick persistent bark, but young trees and those with thin 
or deciduous bark suffer severely : those whose bark exfoliates in long dry 
strips, like E. Globulus, suffer much damage, the fire ascending up the loose 
bark into the crowns. Most species have good power of recovery from damage 
by fire. Injured trees produce shoots with primordial leaves, and a blue gum 
plantation which has recently been burnt presents a silvery-blue appearance, 
owing to the production of these shoots. The most aromatic eucalypts arc 
not readily browsed by cattle ; two species particularly susceptible to this 
form of damage are E. corynocalyx, whose leaves have a sweetish taste, and 
E. Gunnii, whose leaves are not strongly aromatic. Plantations of young 
trees near Dehra Dun have suffered much through rubbing by deer, the 
aromatic bark attracting these animals ; where deer are prevalent, fencing 
may therefore be necessary. In the Changa Manga plantation in the Lahore 
district, seedlings are browsed down by nilgai in the winter, and when the 
plants are out of reach of browsing these animals gnaw the bark. 

The requirements of the various species as regards soil and climate vary 
considerably. Some details are given under the individual species described 
below, but so far as Indian conditions go our knowledge is confined to a com- 
paratively small number of species which have been tried in different localities. 
Much experimental work remains to be done in discovering species suitable 

Q2 
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for the diverse climates and types of soil met with in India, for experience 
has shown that it is most unsafe to predict the behaviour of a newly tried 
species in India, even though its requirements are well understood in its 
natural home. Generally speaking, most if not all eucalypts grow best on deep 
fresh soil with a fair amount of subsoil moisture ; many, however, accommodate 
themselves to poor dry soils, swampy ground, exposed situations, high altitudes, 
or other conditions unfavourable to their best development, and here they 
often assume a stunted or misshapen form or display special characteri>stics 
amounting to sub-specific variation, for example in the form of the bark, the 
shape and size of the leaves, or the amount of essential oil contained in them. 

The following are some examples of species whose requirements are 
tolerably well known : 

Suitable for wet ground-: E, rosirata (probably the best for swampy 
ground), E, robmta, and to some extent E. hotryoides, E. (Jlobukis, and E, tereli- 
cornis. ;■ 

Suitable for dry, poor soil : E. cor y mealy x, E. reslnijera, E. mderoiMoia , 
E. Sieberiana- 

Exacting as to soil : E. Globulus^ E. ^ilularis. 

Not exacting as to soil (i. e. will tolerate dry as well as unduly moist 
soils) : E, amygdalina, E, cornuta, E. resinifera, E. robusta, E, mdis, E, Sidero- 
xylon, E, viminalis. 

Suitable for saline soils : E. mdis. 

Frost-resistant : E, coriacea, E, Gunnii, E, resinifera, E. rosirata, E, sidero- 
pMoia, E, tereticornis, E. viminalis. 

Frost-tender : E, calophylla, E, maculata var. citriodora. 

The following list of relative frost-hardiness of different species of Euca- 
lyptus has been drawn up by Mr. E. N. Munns as a result of observations 
during an exceptional period of low temperature in South California : ^ 

Very resistant to low temperatures : E. viminalis, E. polyanthenia, 
E. Gunnii, E, regnans, E. crebra. 

Resistant to low temperatures : i?. tereticornis, E. rostraia, E. Globulus, 
£?. coriacea, E. resinifera, E, corynocalyx, E. robusta, E. goniocalyx. 

Frost-sensifcive, but capable of recovering from injury : E. Sideroxylon, 
E. Stuartiana, E, citriodora, E, longifolia, E. amygdalina, E. saligna. 

Very frost-sensitive : E. rudis, E, corymbosa, E, Lmcoxylon, E, convata, 
E. diversicolor, E. calophylla. 

Drought-resistant : E, corynocalyx, E. resinifera. 

Drought-tender : E, Globulus, E. maculata var. cilriodora, E. obliqua, 
E.‘ saligna. 

Natubal bepboduction. So far as India is concerned, the quevstion of 
natural reproduction from seed is at present of no consequence. To a limited 
extent natural seedlings have been springing up in and around the blue gum 
plantations of the Nilgiris for some years past, and the essential conditions 
appear to be bare soil free of weeds and sufficient light. In Australia it is 
generally recognized that natural reproduction can bo secured without much 
difficulty by cutting the undergrowth, passing fire over the area, and there- 
after strictly protecting from fire and in the first few years from grazing ; 
these methods usually result in a good crop of natural seedlings, from seed 

^ Journal of Forestry, xvi (April 1918), p. 412. 
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lying dormant or falling subsequent to the fire, wherever there is sufficient 
light 'iOT their developiiient. 

Abtipicial EEPROBUCTIOH. The artificial raising of eiicalypts requires 
a considerable amount of care: the seeds are small and are easily washed 
away by rain, wdiile the young seedlings of many species are sensitive to 
drought or frost and for some little time after germination are very liable 
to clamp off with excessive moisture. 

Direct sowings sbve less commonly employed than transplanting, but 
D. crebra was sown with success at Dehra Dun on alluvial ground in lines 
with the aid of field crops, a cleared strip 3 ft. wide in which the eiicalypts 
were sown being left unsown with the field crop ; two lines of eucalypts 1-| ft. 
apart were sown, with a line of sal betw'een them, the object of the former 
being to act as a protection to the sal against frost and drought. The field 
crop employed was the lesser millet or mandwa {Eleusine coracana)^ which 
was sown in June and reaped in October, and the eucalyptus was sowm in 
August, 1*1 oz. of seed being used for sowing the double line 74 ft. long. The 
eiiealypt seedlings died off in quantity in the first dry season, but a sufficient 
number survived to produce thickly stocked lines, the dominant plants reaching 
a height of 5-6 ft. in eighteen months; they were then much in need of 
thinning out, and their subsequent development w^as poor owing to their 
congested state. This experiment is not conclusive, but this method of sowing 
is worth further trial where seed is plentiful. Experimental broadcast sowings 
have been carried out since 1909 in small patches in the Simla hills, and the 
results have been noted on pp. 560 and 561 ; more recently sowings on a larger 
scale have been tried, but the results have not proved successful. 

Nursery treatment. The methods of raising eiicalypt seedlings in the 
nursery vary considerably, and local experience alone can decide which method 
to adopt in any particular case. Experience has shown that the best time 
for sowing the seed in most parts of India, both in the hiUs and on the plains, 
is early spring, about February-March or even as early as January in the 
hills ; this enables the seedlings to reach a size large enough for planting out 
at the beginning of the rainy season. The cheapest method of raising seedlings 
is to rear them in seed-beds, which should be well raised and should consist 
of a mixture of fine leaf-mould and sand. The surface having been well 
smoothed and moderately, not excessively, watered, the seed is sown broadcast 
on the surface and lightly covered with a layer of fine earth. The seed-beds 
should be kept moist with a fine spray mitil germination begins : from tlie 
commencement the beds should be protected by a covering, raised about 
12 in. above them, of thatch or other material impervious enough to prevent 
rain from dripping through, these screens being removed in dull cloudy weather 
and replaced to protect the beds and seedlings from sun, frost, or heavy rain. 
The seedlings require a fair amount of water, but excess of moisture causes 
damping off. The beds should never be flooded ; watering should be done 
frequently but sparingly with a fine spray. 

Flat boxes about 4 or 5 in. deep are in many ways preferable to seed-beds, 
and for new species as yet untried or of wliich only a limited quantity of seed 
is available they should certainly be adopted^ The bottoms of the boxes 
should have a number of small holes bored in them for drainage purposes, 
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and otherwise the same precautions as regards soil, watering, and protection 
should be employed. An open shed is useful for protecting the boxes of 
seedlings during heavy rain and frosty weather or in the heat of the day. 
One special advantage of seed-boxes is that they can be protected against 
ants, which carry off the seeds, and white ants, which destroy the roots of 
young seedlings : the boxes may be isolated by placing them on stones wrapped 
in cloth soaked with kerosene oil or on stands the legs of which rest in tins 
of water. In place of boxes, kerosene tins cut in half, with holes punctured 
on the under side, may be employed. 

Whether raised in seed-beds or in boxes, the seedlings on attaining 
a height of 2 to 4 in. should be pricked out 2 to 3 in. apart, either in nursery- 
beds or in boxes, and shaded for the first two or three days. Pricking out 
requires much care, as the seedlings are sensitive to any damage to stem or 
roots. On attaining a height of about 6 in. they may require piicking out 
again, or what is preferable, they may be planted individually in baskets or 
pots made of stiff paper about 8 or 9 in. deep, or in bamboo tubes open at 
either end, the lower end being stopped up with grass or other material ; in 
transplanting the baskets or pots are buried bodily, the bottoms having been 
broken open, while in the case of the bamboo tubes the plant is forced down 
through the tube into the planting hole, the tube being removed. In this w'ay 
there is no disturbance of the roots during transplanting. Clay pots at least 
7 in. deep may also be employed, the seedlings being carefully removed from 
them, with the earth intact, for planting purposes. In the Nilgiris the system 
of mossing is sometimes adopted, the roots of the seedling, enclosed in a ball 
of earth, being wrapped round with moss with the object of retaining moisture ; 
the mossed plants are placed on the ground under partial shade, regularly 
watered, and shifted slightly every few days to prevent the roots from fixing 
themselves in the ground. 

Where baskets, jDots, &c., are employed, the preliminary pricking out is 
sometimes dispensed with, the seedlings being transferred to them straight 
from the seed-beds or boxes. Eor planting out purposes where seedlings have 
been pricked out in boxes the boxes of seedlings should, if possible, be conveyed 
to the planting site and the seedlings should be removed from the boxes by 
means of a trowel, with as little disturbance of the earth round the roots as 
possible. If transplanting is to be carried out in a dry situation the plants 
should be gradually hardened in the nursery by giving them more and more 
sun and less and less water. 

Planting and spacing. In India the best time for planting is about the 
beginning of the rainy season, and for forest purposes seedlings about 12 in. 
in height are the most suitable. Winter planting has been tried in the Hima- 
laya, but the results were less successful than in the case of monsoon planting. 
It is advantageous to dig the pits two or three months beforehand and expose 
the soil ; in low-lying or swampy ground it may be found advisable to plant 
on slightly raised mounds. 

The question of spacing is somewhat debatable, and probably the only 
definite conclusions arrived at so far in India are in respect of the blue gum 
plantations in the Nilgiris, where in the earlier years various spacings from 
6 ft. by 6 ft. to 9 ft. by 9 ft. were adopted. At first opinions varied as to 
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tlie results likely to be attained, but there is now no doubt whatever that 
a spacing of 9 ft. by 9 ft. is preferable to one of 6 ft. by 6 ft., and that there 
is no occasion to plant closer than 8 ft. by 8 ft. ; these wider spacings not only 
give equally good, if not J3etter results, but also reduce the cost of formation 
considerably. As regards other species and conditions, accurate information 
is wanting as to the best spacings to adopt in India. Generally speaking, 
however, wide spacings, say 8 ft. by 8 ft. to 10 ft. by 10 ft., are indicated on 
good soils, and for species which grow vigorously and tend to form clean boles, 
while closer spacings are necessary on poor soils and for species which develop 
more slowly and tend to branch low. It is doubtful if a spacing of less 
than 6 ft. by 6 ft. is ever indicated in India if a plantation is to prove 
profitable. 

Subsequent tending. For the first year, or sometimes two years, it may 
be necessary to protect the young plants from frost by means of cowls of grass 
or bracken. Hand watering is not ordinarily practicable under forest con- 
ditions on a large scale ; most eucaiypts, however, respond to irrigation. 
Thinnings first become necessary as a rule from the sixth to the tenth year, 
and the effect of regular thinnings on the yield and on the subsequent develop- 
ment of the crop is most marked. 

System of working. So far as India is concerned, the Nilgiri blue gum 
plantations are the only ones which have as yet been w^orked regularly, the 
system adopted being for the most part simple coppice for the production 
of fuel : hitherto the rotation adopted has been ten years, but this has recently 
been increased to fifteen years. A few of the less accessible plantations have 
been left as Mgh forest to be felled later, and as far as can be foreseen the 
best method of regeneration wiU be by clear-felling and replanting. Coppice- 
with-standards has been tried in the Nilgiris, hut the results were unsatisfactory 
owing to the poor growth of the coppice, and this system has been abandoned 
in the Government plantations. Some further details regarding the working 
of the Mlgiri plantations wiU be found below under E, Globulus, 

Particulars regarding species. Information regarding most of the 
species which have hitherto been tried in India is given below. Particulars 
as to the characters and occurrence of these trees in their natural home have 
been taken mainly from von Mueller’s Eucalyptographia^ Maiden’s Critical 
Revision of the Genus Eucalyptus and Flora of New South Wales, Baker and 
Smith’s Research on the Bentham’s Flora Amtmliensis, and Bailey’s 

Queensland Woods. 

Species (in alphabetical oy:dL&r) l. E. acmmoides, Schauer; 2. E. alpina. 
Lindl, ; 3. E, amygdalvna, Labill. ; 4. E. Andrewsi^ Maiden ; 5. E. Baileyana-, 
E. V. M. ; 6, E. bicolor, A. Cmm. ; l. E.'botry aides. Smith; 8. E. calophylla, 
R. Br. ; Q. E. Gambagei, Deane and Maiden ; 10. capitellata. Smith; 
11. E. cinerea, P. v. M. ; [E. citriodora, Hook., see 36. E. maculata, Hook. ; 
E. coccifera. Hook, f., see 3. ^7. Labill.] ; 12. E. coriacea, A, 

Cunn. ; IZ. E. cornuta, Labill. ; l4c. E. corymbosa^ & 15. E. corynocalyx, 

P. V. M. ; 16. E. crebra,F.v.M.. ; 11. E. delegaterisis,l^.T.B 18. E. dives, 
Schauer; 19. E. eugenioides,^ie\>&i\ Schauer ; 21. E.ficifolia, 

P. V. M. ; 22. E. foecunda, Schauer ; E. Globulus, Labill. ; 24. E. gompho- 
cephala, DC.; 25. E. goniocalyx, F. v. M. ; 2Q. E. Ounnii, Hook.; 27. E. 
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hmmmtoma. Smith; 28. E. hmiiphloia, F. y. M.; 29. E, Kirtoniana, F. v. M.; 
30. E. Leucoxylon, F, v. M.; 31. E, longifolia, Link and Otto; ^32, E. macmn- 
dm, F. V. M. ; 33. E. Macarthuri, Deane and Maiden; Si, E, macrocarpa, 
Hook. ; 35, B. macTorrhyncha, F. v. M. ; 36. E, ^naculata, 'Kook, \ 37. E, 
Mauleni, 'E, v. M.; 38. E, marginata, Smith; 39. E. melanopMoia, F. y. M.; 
40. E, melliodom, A. Cnnn. ; 41. B. microcorys, F. y. M. ; 42. E. miniata, Cnrm. ; 
43. E, Muelleriana, Kowett; 44. E, ohconlata, Turcz. ; 45. E. obliquayJJKoiit. ; 
[E, obtusifolia, DC., see 74. E. virgata, Sieb.]; 46. E, occidenMis, Eindliohef; 
47. E, paniculata, Smith; 48. E. patentinervis, R. T. Baker; [B. pamifiom, 
Sieb., see 12. E, coriacea, A, Cnnn.]; 49. E.pilularis, Smith; 50. E, piperita. 
Smith; 51. B. PZa^cAomaM, F. y . M. ; [B. PZaZyi)^^, Hook.,see 44. E,obcordata, 
Turcz.]; 52. B. ptychocarpa, E. y. M.; 53. B. pulverulenia, Sims.; 54. B. 
punctata, DC.; 55. B. redunca, Schauer; 56. B. regnans, F. y. M. ; 51, E, 
resinif era, Smith; 58. B. robusta, Smith; 59. B. rosfrata, Schlecht; 60. B. 
Tubida, Deane and Maiden; 61. B. rudis, End!.; 62. B. saligna. Smith; 
63. B. sideropMoia, Benth. ; 64. B. Sideroxylon, A, Cunn. ; 65. B. Sieberiana, 
F. y. M. ; 66. B. R. T. Baker ; 61, E. steUulata,Sieh,; [E, stricta, Sieh., 

see 74. B. virgata, Sieb.]; 68. B. SPmrtiama, F. y. M. ; 69. B. tereticornis. 
Smith; 10. E. t7*ac]iypMoia, F, y, M.,; 11, E, umbra, R. T. Baker; 72. B. 
urnigera, Hook. f. ; 73. B. viminalis, LabilL; 74. B. virgata, Sieb. 

1. Eucalyptus acmeuoides, Schauer. W 

A fairly tall straight-growing tree with drooping rather bushy foliage. 
Bark persistent, fibrous. Wood strong, tough and durable, used for posts, 
piles, building, &c. ; posts are said to haye lasted oyer fifty years in Australia. 
Indigenous in eastern New South Wales and Queensland, growing well on well- 
drained sterile hills. There are a few specimens in the Nilgiris. Mr, R. Bourne 
giyes the following: (1) CoonoorPeak; (2) below Cluny Hall; (3) St. Thomas’s 
churchyard. It is being experimented with further as a plantation tree 
and has done well so far. It has not attained a large size in the Nilgiris. 
It is being tried on the plains of northern India, but appears unlikely to 
thriye. 

2. Eucalyptus alpina, Lindl. 

A shrubby rare alpine species found on Mount William, Victoria, at an 
eleyation of oyer 4,000 ft. Very slow-growing and of dwarf habit. Has recently 
been tried on the plains of northern India, but is most unlikely to succeed. 
A curiosity and not a species of commercial importance. 

3. Eucalyptus amygdalina, LabilL, including B. regnans, F. y. M. Giant 
gum, peppermint gum. 

Maiden separates the two species, but they are here considered together 
because it is not yet certain to which belong the trees grown under the name 
of B. amygdalina in India. In its native home B. regnans is the largest of the 
eucalypts, trees over 400 ft. high having been recorded (F. y. Mueller). The 
stem is tall, straight and clean, with smooth almost white bark, and the foliage 
feathery and handsome. New South Wales, Victoria (eastern humid districts), 
and Tasmania, up to 4,000 ft. It attains its largest dimensions in well- watered 
ravines of the cooler ranges ; in open country and on ridges it is a much 
smaller tree. Wood fairly light, floating in water, unlike that of most eucalypts, 
not very durable underground, but used for shingles, planking, and palings. 
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The leaves are very rich in oil, hut perhaps this refers to the variety 
known as the peppermint gum, with fragrant leaves. The tree is grown 
to a certain extent in the Mlgiris : Mr. R. Bourne mentions the following : 
(1) Coonoor Peak, block I, compartments 4 and 7 ; (2) several fine speci- 
mens in Sim’s Park, said to be about 30 years old (in 1912), the largest 
114 ft. high and 11 ft. 1| in. in girth ; (3) a few specimens near Wrenn and 
Bennett’s ; (4) Springfield, compartment 11, six fine specimens along the road. 
It has been under trial in the Simla Mils since 1909, and so far it has been 
found to do moderately well at 4,000-6,000 ft. It has been tried on the plains 
of northern India, but according to Mr. R. N. Parker it has been foimd quite 
unsuitable. • Dr. Brandis in 1876 reported a number of trees, believed to be 
this species, in the Ghanga Manga plantation, the largest, then eight years old, 
being 56 ft. high and 27 in. in girth ; probably, however, the species was not 
correctly determined. It has done w^eU at Maymyo in Burma (3,500 ft.). 

Var. coca/era, Hook, f., has been tried without success on the plains of 
northern India. It is said to be very frost-hardy, and to have passed through 
severe winters in England. 

4. Eucalyptus Andrewsi, Maiden. Blackhutt or peppermint (of New 
England), white top. 

A tall tree with rough somewhat fibrous bark on the stem, and red twigs. 
Timber not of the first class, with many gum veins. Common in New Englafid, 
New^ South Wales, generally on metamorphic rocks, on rocky ground with 
poor soil. Stands a considerable degree of cold* Has been tried recently on 
the plains of northern India, but is unlikely to prove successful. 

5. Eucalyptus Baileyaua, E. V. M. Rough stringybark. 

A tall tree with dense shady foliage, attaining 150 ft. in Australia. Bark 
very rough and fibrous. Wood very tough, suitable for tool handles. South- 
east Queensland, on poor somewhat sandy ridges near Brisbane. Has recently 
been tried on the plains of northern India, but so far does not show much 
promise. 

6. Eucalyptus Mcolor, A. Cunii. Black box. 

Usually a small tree or only a shrub. Has recently been grown at Dehra 
Dun and has established itself well so far. 

7. Eucalyptus botryoides, Smith. Bastard mahogany. 

A tall straight-stemmed tree with handsome dark green dense shady 
foliage resembling that of a Eugenia. Bark furrowed, outside greyish brown, 
inside rusty brown. Wood hard, tough and durable, used for large beams 
and felloes of wheels. South Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, Tas- 
mania, in moist localities along river flats and in mountain ravines. Also on 
coast sands, where it is somewhat gnarled ; it is one of the few eucaiypts 
suitable for such localities. Will endure excessive soil-moistuie, but the growth 
suffers if the ground is too swampy. Unsuitable for dry climates. It is among 
the species grown in the Nilgiris. Mr. R. Bourne gives the following localities : 
(1) Cairn Hill, block III ; a felled tree measured 97 ft. in height ; (2) Sim’s 
Park, compartments 2 and 3, and in the Park itself. It grows well at Coonoor. 
It has recently been tried at Dehra Dun, and has established itself satisfactorily 
so far. It has been tried in mangrove swamps in the Andamans, but without 
success. 
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8. Eucalyptus calopliylla, R. Br. Orange-flowered gum. 

A moderate-sized to large tree with broad almost equilateral EugeniaAihb 
leaves, and easily recognized from its very large urn-shaped fruits. Seedling 
leaves peltate at the base. Bark persistent, dark brown, deeply furrowed, 
reddish and rather stringy on young trees. Wood not durable in the ground, 
but useful for spokes and tool handles, for which purpose it is replacing hickory. 
South-west Australia, often in jarrah {E. marginata) forests. An extra- tropical 
tree, but has succeeded fairly well in some almost equatorial regions, as at 
Zanzibar. Requires a mild equable climate, and does not stand frost. It is 
grown in the Xilgiris. Mr. R. Bourne gives the following localities : (1) Coonoor 
Peak, block I, compartments 10, 33, and 36 ; (2) Rallia ; (3) an aged specimen 
on the Coonoor ghat below Aravankadu on the north side of the road ; 
(4) Botanical gardens, Ootacamund, No. 17, 4 ft. in girth and 66 ft. in height. 
It was introduced experimentally in 1909 in the outer Himalaya below Simla, 
and so far has done well below 4,000 ft. It has recently been tried on the 
plains of northern India, but has not shown much promise. 

9. Eucalyptus Cambagei, Deane and Maiden. Bastard box. 

A low stunted tree with somewhat fibrous bark. Timber of no use. 
Victoria and New South Wales. It has been tried in the Simla hills since 
1909, and has done well at 4,000-6,000 ft. and moderately well at 6,000- 
7,000 ft. elevation. 

10. Eucalyptus capitellata. Smith. Brown stringybark. 

A moderate-sized to tall straight or sometimes stunted tree with rather 
dense dark foliage and deeply fissured stringy bark. Wood tough, strong, 
durable, and fissile, used for construction, posts, shingles, and fuel. New 
South Wales (south-west and north of Sydney on poor rocky country), Victoria 
(Gippsland over 500 ft. and in places along the coast), South Australia (Mount 
Lofty). It is stunted and forms dwarf forests on moist sandy ridges. Suitable 
for wet sandy soil, and is found sometimes on moist flats. Grown in the 
Nilgiris, Cairn Hill, block III ; a tree 66 ft. in height was measured by Mr. R. 
Bourne. Has been tried on the plains of northern India, but has proved 
quite unsuccessful. 

11. Eucalyptus cinerea, E. V. M. Argyle apple. 

A handsome tree 40-50 ft. high, covered with a whitish bloom. Bark 
fibrous, thick. New South Wales. Has recently been tried on the plains of 
northern India, but does not show much promise. 

Eucalyptus citrMora, Hook., see 36. jE. macwtoa, Hook. 

Eucalyptus coceilera. Hook, f., see 3. jE 7. Labill. 

12. Eucalyptus coriacea^ A. Cunn. Syn. jS/. pauciflora, Sieber. 

A moderate-sized tree, often with spreading branches, the branchlets moi*e 
or less pendulous and often covered with a bluish bloom. Bark smooth, 
whitish grey. Wood rather soft and brittle ; an excellent fuel. Victoria, 
New South Wales, Tasmania, from the lowest elevations up to near "the snow- 
line in the Australian Alps. Is capable of standing rather severe frost, and 
grows close to glaciers, forming dwarf forests with E. Ounnii up to 5,500 ft. 
Has been tried in the Simla hills since 1909, and has done moderately well 
at 4,000-6,000 ft. Recently tried on the plains of northern India, but 
failed. 
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13. Eucalyptus coruuta, Labill. Yate. 

A tree reacliiiig fair dimensions in its home, but usually of small or 
moderate size, with slightly drooping foliage. Bark dark greyish brown, 
rough. Wood hard and elastic, used for shafts, boat ribs, and agricultural 
implements. South-west Australia. It thrives best in moist localities and 
does well in a humid climate, but can grow on poor soil. It can stand a con- 
siderable degree of frost, trees in Florida having withstood temperatures as 
low as 23° P. Under favourable conditions its growdh is rapid. It has been 
grown in the Mlgiris (Botanical gardens, Ootacamiuid). It w^as tried without 
success about 1874-6 at Saugor in the Central Provinces. It has been tried 
in the Simla hills since 1909, and so far has done moderately well below 4,000 ft. 
It was reported in 1911-1 2 to be growing well in a rubber plantation at Kwanhla 
in the Amherst township, Burma. 

14. Eucalyptus corymbosa. Smith. Bloodwood. 

A tall tree, but often small and stunted. Bark persistent, rough, blackish 
grey, yellowish or reddish brown inside, that of upper branches smooth and 
reddish or whitish. Wood very hard and durable, but difficult to saw owing 
to the quantity of kino in it, and not a good fuel ; used for piles and fence- 
posts. Queensland, North Australia, and New South Wales ; the commonest 
eucalypt in Queensland (Bailey). There is a specimen, which has not grown 
to any size, in the Nilgiris in Sim’s Park, Forest Lodge. It has been tried in 
the Simla hills since 1909, and has done moderately well above 6,000 ft. It 
has recently been tried without success on the plains of northern India. 

15. Eucalyptus corynocalyx 5 F. v. M. Sugar gum. 

A moderately tall tree with smooth bark and sweetish foliage which 
attracts cattle and sheep. Wood durable and very strong ; said to be better 
than hickory. South Australia and Victoria. Growth not very rapid. Very 
drought-enduring, but grows best with a fair amount of moisture : intolerant 
of excessive soil moisture. It has been tried since 1909 in the Simla hills at 
various elevations, and so far has done moderately well from below 4,000 ft. 
to over 7,000 ft. It has recently been tried on the plains of northern India, 
but so far it does not show much promise. 

16. Eucalyptus crebra 5 F. V. M. Narrow-leaved ironbark. 

A moderate-sized or large tree with long narrow leaves, slender drooping 
branchlets, and small flowers and fruits. Bark rough, deeply furrowed, grey 
to almost black. Wood hard, tough, elastic and durable, used for posts, piles, 
bridges, and wagons. Queensland, New South Wales, and North Australia ; 
often gregarious. Grown in the Nilgiris. Mr. R. Bourne gives the following : 
(1) Sim’s Park ; (2) below Cliiny Hall, one tree measured 4 ft. 10 in. in girth 
and about 40 ft. in height ; (3) Botanical gardens, Ootacamuiid, 7 ft. 6 in. in 
girth and 92 ft. in height. Now being experimented with further as a planta- 
tion tree in the Nilgiris, but the growth of the yoimg trees is very slow, and 
success is iiot anticipated. Has been tried in the Simla hills since 1909, and 
so far has done only moderately well from 4,000 ft. upwards. Occasionally 
seen on the plains of northern India (Lahore, Amritsar, Kapurthala, Changa 
Manga, Saharanpur, Lucknow). On the plains the success is variable and the 
growth is slow in youth. Parker says the growth is slow for eucalyptus, but 
he records a tree 7 ft. in girth and fully 100 fL high in Amritsar, the age of 
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which could not have been more than fifty years, and may have been con- 
siderably less. Line sowings along with field crops made at Dehra Dun proved 
successful ill the earlier stages, a thick crop over 6 ft. high having resulted 
after two years : the plants did not suffer from frost, though in the very early 
stages many died of drought. The lines were, however, left untended and the 
plants suffered from overcrowding. Flowers December-January, Punjab 
(Parker). 

17. Eucalyptus delegatensis, R. T. Baker. White ash. 

A tall tree with reddish stringy bark. Wood fissile, pale coloured, light, 
esteemed for indoor work. South-eastern part of New South Wales, Victoria, 
on mountain ridges. Has been tried on the plains of northern India, but does 
not show much promise. 

18. Eucalyptus dives, Schauer. Broad-leaved peppermint gum. 

A moderate-sized tree with very aromatic leaves. Bark rough on the 
stem, smooth and yellowish on the branches. Timber of little value. New 
South Wales and Victoria, on poor rocky ground, usually on granitic rock. 
Has been tried recently on the plains of northern India, but gives little promise 
of success. 

19. Eucalyptus eugenioides, Sieber. White stringybark. 

A tali tree with dense dark shining Suge?im-like foliage and almost 
horizontal side branches. Bark thick and very stringy. Wood durable, fairly 
hard, easily worked, splits easily into shingles, slabs, &c. ; used also for fence- 
posts, building, sleepers, paving-blocks, flooring, and other purposes. Bark 
used for roofing and inner bark for mats and packing. South Queensland, 
New South Wales, and Victoria, growing gregariously for the most part on 
elevated poor ground but descending into sandy low land. The tree grows 
very well in the Nilgiris, reaching a size not attained in its natural home. 
Mr. R. Bourne gives the following : (1) Coonoor Peak, block I, compartments 

4 (girth 12 ft. 5 in.) and 36 ; (2) three or four fine specimens (one measured 
113ft. high and 10 ft. 7 in. in girth) in Botanical gardens ; (3) Sim’s Park (girth 

5 ft. 6 in. and 7 ft. 4 in., height 81-| ft. and 95 ft* respectively) ; (4) below 
Walthamstow ; (5) one fine specimen on the roadside near the lake below^ 
Woodcot ; (6) Keti, Snowdon, Aramby experimental plantations* It has been 
tried in the Simla hills since 1909, and so far has done moderately well at 
4,000-6,000 ft. elevation. It has recently been tried on the plains of northern 
India, but does not give much promise of success. 

20. Eucalyptus eximia, Schauer. White bloodwood, mountain bloodwood. 

A fairly tall tree with dark foliage. Bark persistent, somewhat scaly or 

flaky, yellowish, verging into a brown or grey tinge. Wood soft, not durable, 
containing kino ; a good fuel. Has been tried in the Simla hills since 1909, 
and has done well so far at elevations below 6,000 ft. Has recently been 
tried on the plains of northern India, but does not promise well. 

21. Eucalyptus flcifolia, F. v. M. Scarlet-flowered gum. 

A small bushy tree with broad stiff leaves, dark above, paler below, and 
clusters of large handsome crimson flowers. A very handsome tree, planted 
mainly for ornament. South-west Australia. Has been extensively planted 
for ornament in the Nilgiris., Has recently been tried on the plains of northern 
India, biit does not promise well. 




Fig. 217. JEJucalyjjtus Globulus coppice, grassland type, 2 years old on left, 6 years old on right, the latter with 
mean girth 14-5 in., mean height 41 ft., volume ]ic^r acre, 3,200 cubic ft. stacked, Aramby plantation, 
Ootacamund. 
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22. Eucalyptus foeciiMa -5 Schaiier. 

A shrub or small tree with dark green foliage and darkish smooth bark 
shedding in cartilaginous lamellae. Wood hard and elastic. Western Australia, 
chiefly on limestone, but also on sandy plains with a calcareous substratum. 
Grown in the Nilgiris, but rare ; Sim’s Park (R. Bourne). 

23. Eucalyptus Globulus, Labill. Blue gum. 

A very large tree, with a tall straight clean bole when grown under forest 
conditions, but often tending to branch freely when grown in the open. Bark 
constantly decorticating in brown strips of varying length, showing the young 
smooth greyish or bluish white bark ; sometimes almost wholly persistent, 
and often rough at the base of the stem. The tree can be recognized by the 
quadrangular branchlets, the warty glandular calyx covered by a crown-shaped 
lid, and the characteristic leaves of seedlings and young coppice-shoots, which 
are opposite, sessile, cordate or cordate-ovate, covered with a bluish- white 
bloom and strongly impregnated wdth a gummy aromatic oil ; the stems of 
seedlings and young coppice-shoots are sharply quadrangular. Primordial 
leaves are also produced by adult trees which have been injured by fire or 
otherwise, and a burnt plantation has a characteristic silvery appearance. In 
the Mlgiris ripe seed may be collected about May, but the seed does not fall 
naturally until about July- August. Samples of Nilgiri seed gave 6,500 to 
9,400 per oz. ; fresh seed gave the highest percentage of fertility, that kept 
for one year germinating fairly well, and that kept for two years germinating 
poorly. Fertile seed is produced at an early age: seed collected from 
coppice-shoots nine years old in the Mlgiris in 1912 showed a fertility of 
47 per cent. 

The wood is hard, heavy, and strong, and in its native home is con- 
sidered durable, though not among the most durable of eucalypt timbers ; it 
is much used for house-building (joists, rafters, &c.), ship-building, carriage- 
building, &c. In the Mlgiris it has an indifferent reputation as timber, owing 
to its tendency to warp and split, but has proved to be fairly dura/ble and is 
used for fence-posts. Possibly its poor reputation is due to some extent to 
the employment of timber from immature trees, for in some cases timber of 
fair quality has been yielded by large-sized trees. So far as Indian experience 
goes, however, there is not at present sufficient justification for planting the 
blue gum on an extensive scale as a timber tree. In the Mlgiris it is the 
principal source of fuel supply, and owing to its rapid grovdh and high yield 
it is eminently suitable for cultivation as a fuel tree. 

The blixe gum is a native of Tasmania, Victoria, and New^ South Wales, 
where it occurs chiefly in the humid regions, in valleys as well as on ridges 
and mountain slopes ; while common in most parts of Tasmania it is most 
plentiful in the south, but it does not ascend to alpine elevations. The blue 
gum has been more extensively planted than any other eucalypt in extra- 
tropical regions throughout the globe, its first introduction into southern 
Europe dating from the early part of last century. It was among the earliest 
of the eucalypts introduced into India, probably about 1843, when the first 
attempts were m :.de to cultivate these trees in the Mlgiris. 

The blue gum grows best in a moderately cool moist equable climate on 
deep fertile soil. It will endure excessive moisture, though not the equal of 
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E. fostmta in this respect : swampy ground, however, is not favourable to 
good growth. It is averse to calcareous and to saline soils. The seedlings 
are somewhat sensitive to frost and drought, and even in the Nilgiris, where 
the winter cold is by no means intense, they require to be protected from 
frost for the first year after, planting out. The adult trees also do not stand 
severe frost or drought. 

The blue gum has been tried from time to time in all kinds of localities 
throughout India, and from the experience gained it may be laid down that 
it is totally unsuitable for cultivation on the plains, or indeed at any elevation 
much below 4,000 ft. It has even been tried on coast sand in Madras, but 
needless to say the attempt was a complete failure. It has been planted in 
various parts of the Himalaya and has succeeded tolerably well in several 
places, particularly where the climate is not too severe, but it is very liable 
to breakage by snow, for which reason it is unsuitable for cultivation at 
altitudes where the snowfall is at all heavy. Prior to the abnormal frost of 
1905 it was one of the commonest species grown at Abbottabad (4,000 ft.), 
but it was severely injured in the great frost, and many trees which had been 
killed outright were felled ; there are now far fewer specimens there, and 
those which existed prior to 1905 are all injured. Experiments within recent 
years have shown that it grows well in the Simla hills at 4,000-7,000 ft. 
elevation. In Bmma it has proved a failure at Maymyo (3,500 ft.) but has 
succeeded in the hills of the Ruby Mines district. It grows well at Shillong 
in Assam. It is in the Nilgiris, however, that this tree grows to the greatest 
perfection ; it has been extensively planted at elevations varying from 5,000 
to 8,300 ft., and is of paramount importance as a fuel-producing species. The 
climate of the Nilgiris has been described on pp. 558-9 : being cool, equable, 
and moist it is an ideal one for the growth of the blue gum, while the red 
clayey soil overlying gneissic rock, and remarkably free from lime, appears to 
be specially favourable to the growth of the tree. The Nilgiri plateau is hilly 
to undulating, and consists largely of open grassy downs with sholas, ox patches 
of dense evergreen forest of rather small-sized trees, occupying the more 
fertile hollows and ravines. Blue gum plantations have been formed both 
on grass-land and on .sAoZa-land, and the latter being more fertile the growth 
on this type of land is superior to that on the grass-land. 

The blue gum plantations of the Nilgiris are worked mainly as simple 
coppice, the rotation adopted for some time past being ten years, but under 
the latest revised working plan ^ it has been raised to fifteen years, this 
rotation being likely to furnish a higher yield. Some of the plantations in 
the less accessible situations have remained as high forest, and these give 
some idea of the large dimensions attained by this tree. Coppice- with- 
standards was tried at one time, but the standards were found to interfere 
with the development of the coppice, and the system was therefore abandoned : 
some of the coppice-with-standards coupes have been allowed to grow up into 
high forest. The coppicing power of the tree is remarkable, numerous shoots 
being sent up both from the cambium round the top of the stool and from 
the periphery of the stool lower down, but chiefly from the latter ; a callus 
forms over the top of the stool and may cover it completely in a few years. 

^ Working Plan for the Nilgiri Plantations, 8 . Cox, 1913. 



Fig. 218. Eucalyiitus Globulus coppice, 8 years old, gi-asslaiid type, .showing comparative absence of under- 
growth, mean girth 13-2 in., mean height 48 ft., volume per aero 4,000 cubic ft. stacked, Aramby plantation, 
Ootacamuiid. 
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The vitality of the stools is considerable, for there are several coupes in the 
Mlgiris already in their fourth rotation, the last two rotations being ten years 
and the first generally longer, and the stools are apparently as vigorous as 
ever. The young coppice-shoots grow rapidly, reaching a height of 3 or 4 ft. 
or more in a few months. Pig. 216 shows a young coppice coupe, with the 
characteristic opposite pale bluish green primordial leaves, and Pigs. 217 and 
218 show older coppice coupes of the grass-land t3^pe, where there is little 
undergrowth except grass. The extremely rapid growth of coppice on shola- 
land is shown in Pig. 219, which represents coppice four years old and 45 ft. 
high. The young coppice-shoots tliin themselves out rapidly, the average 
number per stool at five years of age being about 3, wliile even up to twenty- 
five years of age it varies ordinarily from 2 to 3. 

The dimensions attained by individual trees in the Nilgiris may be 
exemplified by the following measurements made by me in 1912, it being 
understood that where the age is miknown none of the trees can be more 
than sixty-nine years old : (1) Woodside, isolated tree, age unknown, girth 
19 ft. 2 in., height 138 ft. ; (2) Tudor Hall, more or less isolated, age unknown, 
girth 12 ft. 7 in., height 150 ft. ; (3) Brooklands plantation, age fifty years, 
trees in open crop, rather branchy, without much height-growth, maximum 
girth measured 15 ft. 1 in. In 1905 Mr. Cowley-Brown measured a tree on the 
Woodcot estate fifty-one years of age with a height of 166 ft. and a girth of 
18 ft. 10 in. 

Excellent growth is also shown in the high forest plantations of the 
Nilgiris, but as most of these have not been regularly thinned and have become 
congested, the girth increment and volume production are not what they 
would otherwise have been. Pigs. 220 and 221 show two typical high forest 
plantations of very good quality, the former (Aramby) thinned and the latter 
(Mutinad) in need of thinning. In the former particularly the dimensions 
attained are remarkable ; the age in 1912 was forty-nine years, the average 
and maximum girths were 6 ft. 9 in. and 11 ft. 6 in. respectively, and the 
average and maximum heights were 175 and 185 ft. respectively. The 
Aramby plantation consists of standards in former coppice- with-standards, 
and the trees have had free growing space throughout the greater part of 
their life. 

A series of measurements in coppice and high forest crops was carried out 
in the same year in the blue gum plantations of the Nilgiris, and the results 
are summarized below.^ The coppice figures may be regarded as giving a very 
fair general average, since they are based on numerous measurements in crops 
of various ages : the high forest figures, however, are given for individual 
crops only, since the number of crops of different ages was insufficient 
to give general averages, while the absence of regular thinnings in the 
past prevents a true idea of the development of most of the crops being 
arrived at : 

^ See my note on the Blue Gum Plantations of the Mlgiris, Ind. For. Records, voL v, pt. li, 
1913. 
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1. Eucalyptus Globulus : girth and height measiiremeiitSj Nilgiri plantations. 


Age. 

years. 


Mean girth. 

General 

average, 

Grass- Slioki’ ^/^ofe-'and Grass 
land. land, grass-land. land. 

ft. 


m. 


Mean height. 

General 
average, 
Shola- shola- and 
land, grass-land, 
ft. ft. 


Remarks. 


Coppice 


general averages for stems of all sizes. 


5 

9-0 

9-8 

30 

33 

10 

13-8 

17*2 

56 

61 

15 


21-4 


74 

20 


23-8 


81 

25 


25-2 


85 



High forest 

; individual measurements 

30 


51-0 


163 

30 

•• 

47*0 


143 

35 

42-0 


115 


37 


65-7 ! ! 


172 ! ! 

40 


56-0 


156 

40 


89-0 


162 

42 


58*0 


158 

49 

•• 

81*0 

•• 

175 

2. , 

Eucalyptus Globulus : 

number of stems and 


Mutinad, unthinned plot : dominant trees only. 

Mutinad, thimied plot : average of trees left after thin- 
ning, including both dominant and dominated stems. 
Fig. 221 shows this crop before tliinning. 

Little Rallia : quality poor. 

Yeppakiichy. 

Rallia. 

Coonoor Peak, compt. 9: standards in fornier coppice- 
with-standards. 

Newman. 

Aramby, II, 5 : standards in former coppice- with- 
standards, see Fig. 220. 


No. of stems 
per acre. 


Domi- Total 
nant of all 


Grass- 

land. 


Nilgiri plantations. 

Mean amiual increment per 
Volume per acre. acre, solid volume. 

General 
average, 
grass- and 
sWa-land. 


8Jbola~ General average, 
land, grass- & sJiola-lB>nd. 


Grass- SMa- 
land. land. 


Remarks. 


Solid Solid Solid Stacked 


Age. 

only, classes. 

vol. 

vol. 

vol. 

vol. 



years. 

cub. ft. cub. ft. 

cub. ft. 

cub. ft. 

cub. ft. cub. ft. 

cub. ft. 



Coppice : general averages. 



.5 

. . 2,080 

1,270 


1,700 

2,576 

271 

340 

10 

880 

3,230 


4,850 

7,348 

360 

485 

15 

.. 590 


8,050 

12,197 

. . . . 

537 

20 

470 



11,200 

16,970 


560 

25, 




14,400 

21,818 
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High forest : individual crops, not general averages. 


30 

94 526 


14,212 



.. 474 


30 

174^ 628 


15,822 



■ 52,7- 


35 

720 


10,212 



.. 291 


37 ... 

228 


11,843 

13,750 



.320 







344 




! •• 

3,992 



100 


40 

302- 580^ 

1 •• 

2,090 



■ . . 52 




^ Total 

19,832 



. . 496 




f •• 

14,010 



350 


4,0 

40 190 

1 

2,470 



112 




' Total 

16,480 



4b2 


42 

. . ■ ' 544 


14,195 



.. 338 


49 

51 


12,704' 

% 


.. 259 



Mutinad, untliiniied plot. 
Mutinad, thimied plot, before 
thinning : see Fig. 221 , 

Little Rallia : quality poor. 
Yeppakuchy, 

Eucalyptus y 

Acacia Mdanoxijlon Rallia. 
-S'Ma trees. ) 


Standards 

Coppice 


Coonoor Peak, 
compt. 9 : former 
coppice -with - stan - 
dards. 


^ Trees left after thinning: these include some dominated stems. 
® Includes acacia and slvda trees. 


Newman. 

Aramby, II, 5 : standards in. 
former coppice-ivith-stan- 
dards: see Fig. 220. 

- Eucalyptus only. 

^ 15,606 cub. ft. stacked. 
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Fia. 220. Eucalyptus Globulus plantation on sJiola land; age 49 years; girth 
average 6 ft. 9 in., maximum 11 ft. 6 in., height average 175 ft., maximum 185 ft.; 
trees per acre 51, solid volume per acre 12,704 cubic ft., Aramby IL 5, Ootacamund. 
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Fig. 221. Eucalyptus Globulus high forest plantation, before thinning ; age 30 
years ; after thinning, mean girth 3 ft, 11 in., mean height 143 ft. ; before thinning, 
stems per acre 628, solid volume per acre 15,822 cub. ft., Mutinad plantation, 
Nilgiris. 
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The following tables showing form factors and bark allowances have 
been compiled from the measurements made in 1912 : 

3. Eucalyptus Glohuhis : form factors, Nilgiri plantations. 

Eemarks. 

Average of 179 felled trees. Porm factor, /, 

obtained from the formula / = , where v = 

volume of tree including bark, $ == sectional area 
at breast height, and ?i> = total height of tree : 
^and 2 ? obtained from true sectional area, 7rr\ 


Height. Form factor, 

ft. ■ 

30-50 0*55 

51-70 0-54: 

71-100 0*53 

over 100 0*51 


4, Eucalyptus Glohulus ; allowance for bark thickness, Mlgiri plantations. 


Total girth of tree 
including bark. 

Under 6 in. 

6 in.-ll in. 

1 ft.-l ft. 11 in. 

2 ft,-2 ft. 11 in. 

3 ft. -3 ft. 11 in. 

4 ft. -4 ft. 11 in. 

5 ft. -5 ft. 11 in. 

6 ft. -6 ft. 11 in. 

7 ft. -7 ft. 11 in, 

8 ft. and over 


Average thickness 
of bark, 
in. 

0*1 

0'25 

0-4 

0-6 

0-8 

0- 9 

1 - 2 
1-3 
1-35 
1*4 


Average allowance for 
bark in girth 
measurements, 
in. 

0*6 

1*6 

2-5 

3*8 

5*0 

5-7 

7- 5 

8 - 0 
8-5 
9*0 


24. Eucalyptus gomphocephala, DC. Tooart. 

A tali fairly shady tree. Bark persistent, rough and dark on old stems, 
greyish and smooth on younger stems and branches. Wood hard, strong, 
heavy, durable, difficult to split, used for ship-building, piles, bridge-construc- 
tion, and other purposes. Western Australia, near the coast on limestone 
formation. Has been tried since 1909 in the Simla hills, and so far has done 
moderately well below 6,000 ft. Has recently been tried at Lahore and has 
succeeded fairly well liitherto, reaching a height of 16 ft. in four years. 

25. Eucalyptus goniocalyx, F. v. M. Mountain gum, spotted gum of 
Victoria. 

A very tall tree, in rich valleys attaining 300 ft. in height, but often 
much smaller and tending to branch low. Bark persistent, wrinlded or fissured, 
but somewhat variable. Wood hard, tough, and durable, difficult to split, 
used for boat-building, construction, wheel-work, posts, &c. Victoria and 
New South Wales ; a rough-barked variety grows on low dry and stonj^ ranges, 
and a taller variety with smoother bark is found in hiliy country up to 3,000 ft., 
descending into wet valleys. Not usually gregarious. Has been tried since 
1909 in the Simla hills, and has succeeded moderately well at elevations below 
4,000 ft. Has been tried on the plains of northern India, but without success. 
It has recently been tried at Mercara in Coorg, and shows some promise. 

26. Eucalyptus Gunnii, Hook. Swamp gum, cider gum. 

A tree reacliing large dimensions, but often crooked, and sometimes 
stunted. The leaves have not the strong aromatic odour characteristic of most 
eucalypts, and are therefore readily browsed by cattle and sheep. Bark 
constantly exfoliating in long strips, exposing the younger whitish bark. Wood 

2307.2 
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hard and of good quality, but straight stems are not always available ; usually 
splits with difficulty. South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales, and 
Tasmania, on alluvial flats, particularly in swampy places, but also on moist 
hill-sides and mountains, ascending in a dwarf state to 5,500 ft. A hardy 
species, standing a considerable degree of frost. It is cultivated in the Mlgiris ; 
Mr. R. Bourne gives the following : (1) Sim’s Park, Forest Lodge ; (2) Botanical 
gardens, Ootacamund, No. 16, girth 4 ft. 2 in., height 63 ft. 6 in. ; (3) Cairn 
Hill, block III. It has been tried in the Simla hills since 1909, and has done 
well at elevations of 4,000-7,000 ft. and moderately well under 4,000 ft. It 
has been tried on the plains of northern India, but without success. 

27. Eucalyptus haemastoma. Smith. White or scribbly gum. 

A fairly tall slender erect tree with rather broad peppermint-scented 
leaves. Bark very white. Wood not of great value, not durable : a fair fuel. 
South Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, and Tasmania, often on poor 
ground. Has been tried without success in the Simla hiUs and on the plains 
of northern India. 

28. Eucalyptus hemipUoia, F. v. M. White or grey box. 

A moderately tall tree with drooping foliage. Bark peeling off in long 
strips. Wood strong, hard, tough, close grained, and durable, used for posts, 
building, wheel- work, tool-handles, &c. South Queensland, sometimes extend- 
ing into the tropics, New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia, some- 
times on flats but usually on rough dry hills or ridges. Not particular as to 
soil or climate. It is grown in the Nilgiris, where it is only a small tree. 
Mr. R. Bourne gives the following : (1) Sim’s Park ; (2) below Cluny HaU, 
one tree measured 3 ft. in girth and about 35 ft. in height ; (3) St. Thomas’s 
churchyard. It has been tried since 1909 in the Simla hills, and so far has 
done moderately well at elevations below 7,000 ft. It has recently been tried 
at Lahore, and has shown promise during the first few years, having reached 
a height of 22 ft. in four years. 

29. Eucalyptus Kirtouiana, F. V. M. 

A large tree with rough somewhat fibrous bark. According to Maiden 
this is a variety of £'. resiniferay Smith, but whereas the latter cannot be grown 
on the plains, £J, Kirtonia7ia has been grown successfully at Lahore and 
Saharanpur. According to Parker it does well on the plains provided it gets 
a good deal of moisture. There are a number of specimens in the grounds of 
the Punjab Club at Lahore. Flowers October-November (Parker). 

30. Eucalyptus Leucoxylon, F. v. M. Victorian ironbark, white gum of 
South Australia. 

A tree sometimes reachdng a large size but usually crooked and of small 
size, with pendulous branchlets. Bark persistent, deeply fissured, very hard, 
and dark coloured; a variety has the stem pale and smooth through the 
outer bark falling. The bark is rich in kino. Wood very hard, durable, and 
strong, used for wheel-work, shafts, railway sleepers, paving-blocks, axe- 
handles, &c. South Australia, New South Wales, and southern Queensland. 
The ironbark variety with persistent furrowed bark occurs chiefly on stony 
ridges or mountains of sandstone and slate formation. The white-barked 
variety occurs on alluvial plains around Adelaide. It has a wide range of 
climate and will grow even on poor soil. According to von Mueller it is one 
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of the best eiicalypts for a moist tropical climate. There are specimens in 
the Mlgiiis, but they have attained only small size. Mr. R. Bourne gives the 
following : (1) Government gardens, Ootacamund ; (2) Sim’s Park, compart- 
ment 1; and (3) along Walker’s Hill road, where it forms a handsome avenue. 
It has been tried since 1909 in the Simla hills, and has done well so far at 
elevations belo’w 4,000 ft. 

31. Eucalyptus longifolia. Link and Otto. Woolly butt. 

A large handsome tree with drooping foliage which turns a pink colour. 
Bark persistent, greyish brown, fibrous, very thick. Wood more useful for 
fuel than for timber ; used for fence-posts. Victoria and New South Wales. 
It is grown in the Nilgiris, attaining a fair size. Mr. R. Bourne gives the 
following: (1) Sim’s Park ; (2) Botanical gardens, Ootacamund : two trees 
measured, (i) girth 10 ft. 2 in,, height 95 ft. 6 in., (ii) girth 7 ft. 6 in., height 
113 ft. 10 in. It has been tried in the Simla hills since 1909, and has done 
well so far at elevations below 6,000 ft. It has recently been tried on the 
plains of northern India, but does not show much promise. 

32. Eucalyptus macrandra, E. v. M. 

A shrub or small tree with smooth bark, a native of Western Australia. 
Has been tried recently on the plains of northern India, but has not shovm 
much promise. 

33. Eucalyptus Macarthurij Deane and Maiden. Paddy’s River box. 

A moderate-sized tree with rough bark. A native of New South Wales, 
preferring low swampy situations. Has recently been tried on the plains of 
northern India, but has not shown much promise so far. 

34. Eucalyptus macrocarpa. Hook. 

A large shrub, mealy all over with a whitish bloom, leaves opposite, 
sessile, lobed at the base. Elowers large and handsome with orange or crimson 
stamens. Western Australia, in dry scrub forests. Has recently been tried 
on the plains of northern India, but does not promise well. 

35. Eucalyptus macrorrhyncha, E. v. M. Victorian stringybark, red 
iStringybark. 

A tree sometimes attaining fair dimensions but usually of moderate size, 
with handsome drooping foliage. Bark persistent, greyish brown, thick, deeply 
fissured, stringy, used for roofing. Wood hard, durable, easily split, used for 
shingles, fencing, and boarding. South Australia, Victoria, and New South 
Wales, on comparatively sterile ridges and ranges, often gregarious, frequently 
mixed with E, obliqita, not usually ascending to any great elevation. It is 
grown in the Nilgiris. Mr. R. Bourne gives the following : (1) Sim’s Park ; 
(2) Botanical gardens, Ootacamund, No. 13, height 75 ft., girth 9 ft. 4 in. 
It has been tried in the Simla hills and also on the plains of northern India, but 
so far has proved unsuccessful. 

36. Eucalyptus maculata. Hook, Spotted gum, including var. citriodora, 
Bailey (Syn. E, citriodora, Hook.), lemon-scented gum. 

A tall straight clean-boled tree. Seedling leaves peltate at the base, rough 
with reddish hairs. Var. citriodora is distinguished from the normal variety by 
its strongly lemon-scented leaves. Bark smooth, whitish to reddish grey, 
falling off in patches, leaving an indentation where each patch was peltately 
.attached and giving a spotted appearance to the stem. Wood strong, tough, 
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elastic, and durable, liable to warp in drying, easily split, used for wheel-work, 
carriage-building, tool-handles, ship-building, wood-paving, sleepers, &c. Xew 
South Wales and Queensland, the lemon-scented variety in Queensland. In 
its home it occurs usually on hilly ground. Outside its habitat it has been 
found incapable of resisting severe frost or excessive drought. It does best 
with considerable soil moisture, but will grow on fairly dry ground. In the 
severe frost of 1905 at Lahore young plants were killed but new shoots were 
sent up from the base ; nursery plants at Dehra Dun are apt to be affected 
by frost in the winter unless protected. This is the species (var. citriodora) 
most commonly planted at Saharanpur and Dehra Dun, where it grows well 
and rapidly, though it runs to height rather than to girth. An avenue of 
this species was planted in the Forest Research Institute grounds at Dehra 
Dun in 1914. It also grows well at Lucknow and other stations of northern 
India. In the Punjab it is less common ; seedlings are somewhat difficult to 
raise at Lahore. It is fairly common at Abbottabad. There are several 
specimens in the Nilgiris : Mr. R. Bourne gives the following : (1) Sim’s Park, 
a specimen in the front of the Lodge ; (2) in Mr. C. Mackenzie’s garden at 
Ootacamund ; (3) Botanical gardens, Ootacamund, girth 4 ft. 4 in. , height about 
70 ft. ; (4) Sim’s Park, compartment I, in front of Forest Lodge; (5) a solitary 
specimen growing in the Moyar forest by the side of the Masnigudi-Tappacadu 
road, where it seems to be thriving fairly well. It was tried in 1913 at Mercara, 
Coorg, and so far has proved one of the best species experimented with, having 
attained a maximum height of 21 ft. and a maximum girth of 7 in. in three 
years. There are some trees at Maymyo in Burma, planted about 1893 and 
doing well. Flowers February-March, Punjab (Parker). 

37. Eucalyptus Maideni, F. v. M. 

A tall straight tree with smooth white or bluish bark. New South Wales, 
at 1,000-2,000 ft., often on steep slopes. It has been tried since 1909 in the 
Simla hills, and has done well at 4,000-7,000 ft., and moderately well under 
4,000 ft. elevation. 

38. Eucalyptus marginata, Smith. Jarrah. 

A large tree, averaging 100 ft. and reaching 150 ft. in height, sometimes 
buttressed at the base. Bark persistent, greyish brown, somewhat fibrous. 
Wood extremely durable, though not by any means the strongest of eucalypt 
timbers. It lasts for a long time under various conditions, not only in or on 
the ground, but also under water, and is said to be immune from the attacks 
of teredo in the sea. One of the best known timber trees in the world : wood 
largely used for piles, construction of all kinds, railway sleepers, paving-blocks, 
ship-building, <fec. Jarrah sleepers have been imported into India in quantity 
for several years past. It occupies an area estimated at 8,000,000 acres in 
the south-western part of Western Australia, growing gregariously and at its 
best on hilly country on granite and ironstone, while on the sandy plains near 
the coast it is scattered and inferior in quality. Its region has an average 
rainfall of 30 to 40 in., and is peculiar in having regular winter rains from 
April to October. Where tried outside its habitat it has been found to be 
readily affected by frost, and to be unsuited for dry soils, requiring a moist 
but well-drained soil. Its introduction into India has been attempted from 
time to time, but so far as is known it has not yet been successfully established. 
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It has been tried and found quite unsuitable for the plains of northern India’. 
At Lucknow it was found incapable of standing the rains. Brandis reported 
ill 1876 that it was cultivated in the Nilgiris, but no specimens are known 
to exist there now. Seed was sown in 1909 in the Sanyasimalai plantation, 
North Salem, Madras, at an altitude of 4,000 ft., and the seedlings are reported 
to have done well during the first year, but no further reports are available. 

39. Eucalyptus melanopMoia, P. v. M. Silver-leaved ironbark. 

A tree with a spreading cro^vn and opposite sessile silvery leaves. Bark 
dark, rough. Wood hard and close grained. New South Wales, Queensland, 
ill open country. This species is grown in Lahore, Changa Manga, Agra, and 
Saharanpur. When young it is apt to grow spindly and requires staking. 
Given sufficient water the growth is fairly fast ; at Lahore young plants 
reached a height of 24 ft. in four years. It stands drought well. Flowers 
May- June, Punjab (Parker). 

40. Eucalyptus melliodora. A, Cunn. Honey-scented gum, yellow box. 

A moderate-sized tree, occasionally attaining large dimensions, with 

pendulous branches and slender branchlets. Bark brownish grey outside, 
yellow inside, more or less persistent. Wood yellowish, very hard, heavy, 
tough, and durable, used for wheel-work, posts, &c., but not very suitable for 
sawing into planks ; an excellent fuel. Victoria and New South Wales, chiefly 
on ridges but descending into valleys. Will live on poor soil. Has been tried 
since 1909 in the Simla hills, and has done moderately well at elevations below 
6,000 ft. Recently tried at Lahore, and has shown promise during the first 
few years, having reached a height of 25 ft. in four years. 

41. Eucalyptus microcorySj F. v. M. Tallow-wood, wangee. 

A large tree with reddish fibrous persistent bark. Wood very tough and 
durable, used for house- and ship-building, sleepers, wheel- work, &c. New 
South Wales and southern Queensland, on arid or sandy hills, on the coast 
side of the ranges. Comparatively rare in the Nilgiris : Sim’s Park, a good 
specimen above the drive to Sim’s Park Lodge (R. Bourne). Has been tried 
since 1909 in the Simla hills, and so far has done moderately well below 4,000 ft. 
Has recently been tried with some success at Saharanpur. 

42. Eucalyptus miniata, Cunn. 

A very ornamental tree with red flowers. Bark with external appearance 
and fracture resembling mica-schist. North Australia and Queensland. Nil- 
giris, in Sim’s Park reserve (R. Bourne). 

43. Eucalyptus Muelleriana, Howett. Yellow stringybark. 

A tree often attaining 60 ft. in height, mth straight massive bole and 
moderately spreading branches. Bark dark grey, fibrous, fissured. Wood of 
good quality, fissile, very durable. South Australia, Victoria, and New South 
Wales, usually on broken country, preferring the taluses of hiUs on moderately 
good soil and avoiding exposed situations (Maiden). It has been tried experi- 
mentally in the Simla hills since 1909, but has proved unsuitable for intro- 
duction on a large scale. It has also been tried recently on the plains of 
northern India, but does not show promise. 

44. Eucalyptus obcordata, Turcz. Syn. jE?. Platypus, Hook. 

A large shrub or small tree with broad leaves with wavy margins and 
very broad flattened flower-stalks. Bark smooth, greyish. Western Australia, 
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often forming almost impenetrable thickets. Has recently been tried on the 
plains of northern India, but gives little promise of success. 

45. Eucalyptus oMiqua, L’Herit. Stringybark (South Australia and 
Tasmania), messmate tree (Victoria). 

A very tall straight tree, attaining a maximum height of about 300 ft. 
Bark persistent, very fibrous, greyish outside, brownish red inside, rather soft. 
Wood not very durable but much used, owing to its abundance, for rough 
building purposes ; very fissile, and extensively split into palings, shingles, &c. 
It is said to be an indifferent fuel, but this has not been found to be the case 
in the Nilgiris, where it is much used. The bark is used for roofing. South 
Australia, Victoria, New South Wales, and Tasmania, one of the commonest 
and most gregarious of the eucalypts, forming vast forests and extending to 
high but not to alpine elevations. It does not stand drought. After E. Globulus 
this is one of the commonest species in the Nilgiris, where it reaches large 
dimensions. It was tried at Saugor in the Central Provinces in 1874-6, but 
failed. It has been tried in the Simla hills at various elevations, but so far 
has not proved successful. It has failed hitherto on the plains of northern 
India, but recently it has given more promise of success in the early stages 
at Saharaiipur. 

Eucalyptus obtasilolia^ BC., see 74. jB. virgata, Sieb. 

46. Eucalyptus occidentalism Endl. Flat-topped yat. 

A moderate-sized tree, attaining fairly large dimensions in favourable 
localities, but often little more than a shrub. Wood hard and strong, used 
for wheel-work. Western Australia, on clayey as well as on sandy soil, and 
also in wet places. Has recently been tried on the plains of northern India, 
but does not show much promise. 

47. Eucalyptus paniculatam Smith. White ironbark. 

A moderate-sized tree, attaining a height of 60 to 70 ft. Bark persistent, 
hard, rough, brown. Wood strong and very durable, much used for wheel- 
work, carriage-building, construction, sleepers, posts, &c. Chiefly in New 
South Wales in the coastal regions ; also in Victoria. It can stand poor dry 
soil but not excessive heat or drought. There are specimens in the Nilgiris: 
Sim’s Park, Forest Lodge (R. Bourne). It has recently been tried experi- 
mentally for plantation work in those hills, but so far the growth has been 
slow. It has been tried since 1909 in the Simla hills, and has done well hitherto 
at elevations below 4,000 ft. It has been grown for some time at Saharanpur, 
and there are a few trees at Changa Manga. Flowers September-October, 
Punjab (Parker). 

48. Eucalyptus patentinervis, R. T. Baker. Bastard mahogany. 

A large tree with angular branchlets and bark resembling that of some 
species of pine. New South Wales. Has recently been tried at Dehra Dun 
and has established itself, but has not been tried long enough to give definite 
results. 

Eucalyptus paucifloram Sieb., see 12. E. coriacea, A. Cunn. 

49. Eucalyptus pilularis. Smith, Blackbutt. 

A very large tree. Bark persistent at the base, greyish, fibrous, and rough, 
falling off in strips from the upper part of the trunk and branches. Wood 
hard, tough, and durable, used for building, ship-building, paving-blocks. 
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posts, &c. Queensland, New South Wales, and Victoria. Usually a mountain 
tree, but sometimes found on level ground along rivers ; prefers a damp 
climate and a moist rich soil. It is not common in the Nilgiris, and does not 
attain the large dimensions reached in its native home : Mr. R. Bourne records 
a tree in Sim's Park 116 ft. high and 5 ft. 6 in. in girth. It is being further 
experimented with in the Nilgiris as a plantation tree, and so far has shown 
promise. It was tried at Mercara, Coorg, in 191S, and has done well so far. 
It has proved a failure in the Simla hills and on the plains of northern India. 

50. Eucalyptus piperita. Smith. Sydney peppermint, 

A moderate-sized tree, closely akin to E. pilnlaris, but with rougher bark 
extending to the branches. Wood said to be of inferior quality. Victoria, 
New South Wales, and Queensland, on rather poor ground. Has been tried 
in the Simla hills and on the plains of northern India, but without success. 

51. Eucalyptus Plaucliomaua, F. v. M. 

A moderate-sized tree with angular branchlets and flattened petioles. 
Bark persistent, more or less fibrous. Wood hard and heavy, used for house- 
building. Local in southern Queensland and New South Wales on sandy or 
rocky ridges. Has been tried since 1909 in the Simla hflls and has done 
moderately well between 4,000 and 6,000 ft. elevation. Has recently been 
tried on the plains of northern India, but does not promise well. 

Eucalyptus Platypus, Hook., see 44. E. obcordata, Turcz. 

52. Eucalyptus ptychocarpa, E. v. M, 

A moderate-sized tree with persistent greyish, wrinkled, somewhat fibrous 
bark, ornamental red flowers, and longitudinally ridged fruits. North Australia, 
along rocky streams and dry watercourses. Nilgiris : (1 ) Cairn Hill ; (2) plentiful 
along the Walker’s Hill road in Coonoor ; (3) two or three fine specimens along 
the Ghat road from Aravankadii to Wellington (R. Bourne). 

53. Eucalyptus pulverulenta, Sims. Silver-leaved stringybark. 

A small scraggy tree with bluish white glaucous opposite sessile leaves 
and grey stringy bark. Wood brittle and twisted. Victoria and New South 
Wales. It has been grown to a small extent in the Nilgiris : Mr. R. Bourne 
gives the following: (1) Botanical gardens, Ootacamund ; (2) Cluny Hall 
compound ; (3) in a small plantation above the Sigur Ghat road, just beyond 
the junction of the Lascelles and Sigur roads. 

54. Eucalyptus punctata, DC. Leather jacket, hickory gum. 

A moderate-sized to large tree of spreading habit, with dark rough bark. 
Wood hard, tough, extremely durable, difficult to split, used for sleepers, 
fence-posts, wheel-work, building, &c. ; a good fuel. New South Wales, usually 
in dry rocky places. It is grown in the Nilgiris (Sim’s Park), and is receiving 
a further trial there as a plantation tree, showing good promise so far* It 
was tried at Mercara, Coorg, in 1913, and has proved successful in the early 
stages. It has been tried in the Simla hills since 1909, and hitherto has suc- 
ceeded moderately well at elevations below’ 4,000 ft. Recently it has been 
tried along the railway between Lakhsar and Hardwar, and so far has done 
well on dry stony ground. 

55. Eucalyptus redunca, Schauer. Wandoo, white gum (Western 
Australia). 

A large tree with persistent smooth white bark. Wood hard, heavy, 
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durable, and very tough, much in demand for building, wheel-work, shafts, 
and tool-handles. Western Australia, forming extensive forests and more 
plentiful in the south-western parts of Australia than any species except 
E. marginata. It grows on MU slopes and on flats, being content with poor 
soil and even badly-drained ground. It is grown in the Nilgiris (Sim’s Park), 
but is apparently uncommon (R. Bourne). 

56. Eucalyptus reguans^ P. v. M. See under 3. JS. amygdalina, luahilh 

Trees raised from seed imported under the name E. regnans h.B,Ye been 

under trial since 1909 in the Simla MUs, and so far have done moderately well 
from 4,000 to 6,000 ft. elevation. This species has also recently been tried on 
the plains of northern India, but doep not promise well. 

57. Eucalyptus resiuifera. Smith. Red mahogany. 

A large tree, forming a taU straight clean bole. Bark rough, fibrous, 
persistent, decorticating on the branches, deep reddish brown in the young 
trees, changing to light grey and brown on older stems. Wood a rich red 
colour, strong and durable, used for piles, fence-posts, and building. The 
tree exudes kino. Xew South Wales and southern Queensland, not extending 
far inland. It prefers a moist semi-tropical climate, growing best on deep 
fertile ground ; it wiU grow on a variety, of soils, iiicluding poor gravel and 
sand, and is drought-resistant^ but will not stand badly-drained swampy 
ground. It has proved exceptional^ frost-resistant in Florida, having with- 
stood temperatures of 19® F. without damage.^ It is grown in the Mlgiris 
(Sim’s Park), but is apparently rare (R. Bourne). It has recently been under 
trial in the Sanyasimalai plantation, North Salem, at an elevation of 4,000 ft. 
Its cultivation has been attempted in the Simla hills since 1909, so far with 
moderate success at elevations below 4,000 ft. It has been tried on the plains 
of northern India, but without success : a species introduced about 1865 and 
successfully cultivated at Lucknow under the name of E. resinifera wSbS in 
*1876 finally determined to be jSr. saligm^ Smith. Mr. R. N. Parker notes that 
for many years E, rostrata and E, tereticornis have been distributed from the 
Agri-Horticultural Gardens, Lahore, under the name of E, resinifera. Tins 
species has done fairly well at Maymyo in Burma (elevation 3,500 ft.). It was 
tried in the Andamans in 1914, and showed some promise after the first year. 
It has been found to do well in the neighbourhood of Mercara in Coorg, at 
4,000 ft., in places sheltered from the force of the south-west monsoon, and it is 
proposed to plant such areas with this species for the fuel supply of Mercara. 

58. Eucalyptus robusta. Smith. Swamp mahogany. 

A moderate-sized to large tree with stout angular branchlets, large leaves, 
and somewhat spreading habit, making it suitable as a shade tree. Bark 
persistent, wrinkled, and somewhat furrowed, grey outside, sometimes turning 
a rusty colour. Wood rather brittle, difficult to split, fairly durable, used 
chiefly for building. New South Wales and Queensland, growing best in 
regions not far from the sea. This tree prefers moist situations, but will grow 
under a variety of conditions ; it is particularly well adapted for thriving in 
badly-drained swamps, though not quite so tolerant of sw^amj^y ground as 
E, rostrata. It is somewhat sensitive to frost. The growth is fast. There are 

^ Eucalypts in Florida, R. Zon and J. M. Briscoe, U.S. Dept, of Agriculture, For. Serv. Bulk, 
No. 87, 1911, p. 21. 
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a few trees ill the Mlgiris. Mr. Boiime records tw^o in Sim’s Park : (1) girth 
9 ft. 9 in., height 60 ft. ; (2) girth 7 ft., height 80 ft. He states that no trace 
of this species can be found in the plantations, and where references to it are 
made in old records E, obliqua was evidently meant. It is grown in various 
parts of the plains of northern India and in the siib-Himalayan tract, where 
it is worth growing only in moist situations, bjeing unsuccessful in even 
moderately dry places ; young plants grow vigorously, but older trees often 
become misshapen and ugly. It was recently tried in mangrove swamps in 
the Andamans, but was unable to stand the salt water, it showed some 
promise during the first year on ground farther inland. 

59. Eucalyptus rostrata, Schlecht. Red gum. 

A large tree attaining a large girth, sometimes erect and symmetrical, but 
often irregular in shape, with drooping foliage. Bark smooth, ashy grey or 
whitish, often mottled wth brovm. Wood strong and very durable, used for 
railway sleepers, piles, bridge-construction, ship-building, wheel-work, and 
many other purposes ; a very good fuel. Victoria, South Australia, Western 
Australia, New South Wales, Queensland, and North Australia; not in 
Tasmania. This is one of the most important timber trees of Australia, not 
only because of its useful timber, but also because of its wide range and great 
abundance. It has been introduced into various parts of the globe, and grows 
under a variety of climatic conditions and in various situations and soils, 
preferring moist alluvial valleys and river-banks, but enduring considerable 
drought. It is particularly well adapted for growing in moist swampy localities, 
being probably unsurpassed by any other eucalypt for this purpose. It stands 
a considerable degree of frost as weU as of heat; in California it endures 
minimum temperatures of 15° to 20° E., and maximum temperatures of 110° 
to 115° The growth is rapid, though not equal to that of E. Globulus. 

It is grown in the Nilgiris, where it coppices badly ; Mr. R, Bourne gives 
the following localities : (1) Cairn Hill, block I, compartment 3 in the 
swamp, and block II, compartments 4 and 5 ; (2) Aramby, in a few places. 
It was tried without success at Saiigor, Central Provinces, in 1874-6. It was 
sown in 1909 in the Sanyasimalai plantation, North Salem (elevation 4,000 ft.), 
and did well in the early stages. It has been tried since 1909 in the Simla 
hills, and has done well up to date at elevations below 4,000 ft. It is one of 
the species grown at Abbottabad (4,000 ft.). On the plains of northern India 
it thrives well and grows rapidly. In the Changa Manga plantation this 
species and E. tereticornis have proved more successful than any other eucalypt 
hitherto tried, and when once established they can hold their own against the 
mulberry. At Maymyo, Burma (elevation 3,500 ft.), it has done better than 
any other species tried so far ; the fine avenue in the Maymyo bazaar consists 
chiefly of this species. It has recently been tried in the Andamans, and has 
shown promise in the early stages. It is cultivated at Calcutta, Poona, and 
other low elevations. Flowers May-Jnne, Punjab (Parker). 

60. Eucalyptus rubida, Deane and Maiden. Candle-bark. 

A tree with smooth glaucous bark, often with reddish patches, the outer 
layer falling off in ribbons. Nev/ South Wales and Victoria. It has recently 
been tried on the plains of northern India, but has not shown much promise. 

^ Eucalyptus, its History, Growth, and Utilization, G. H. Sellers, Califoinia, 1910. 
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61. Eucalyptus rudis, Endl. Swamp gum, flooded gum. 

A moderate-sized to large tree with leaves rich in oil. Bark greyish; 
usually rough and persistent, but sometimes flaking off and leaving the trunk 
smooth. Wood useful for fuel, and also used for xjosts. Western Australia, 
on river-banks and around swamps. In California it has proved remarkably 
hardy to heat and cold, enduring minimum temperatures of 15° to 18° E., and 
maximum temperatures of 110° to 118° E.^ It has been tried sinGe 1909 in the 
Simla hills, and so far has proved fairly successful at elevations below 6,000 ft. 
Within recent years it has been tried on the plains of northern India and in 
the sub-Himalayan tract (Lahore, Saharanpur, Lucknow, Dehra Dun), and has 
proved extraordinarily successful. A tree situated in the worst plot of land 
in the Government Agri-Horticultural Gardens, Lahore, attained a height of 
50 ft. and a girth of 2 ft. 5 in. in four years.^ This tree formed one of a row' 
of trees growing vigorously in a patch of saline soil in which the salt-weed 
{Suaeda fmticosa) could hardly grow, and w'here all ordinary plants were 
incapable of living ; at three years of age they averaged 30 ft. in height. Mr. 
R. N. Parker,^ in describing these plants at Lahore, notes that for satisfactory 
growth, j6'. rudis apparently requires a very dry climate ; the Lahore plants 
received constant irrigation since they w'ere planted, but an abundance of 
water is not essential, as in the Kot Lakhpat plantation near Lahore this species 
is growing remarkably well with only moderate irrigation and with long 
intervals between successive watering. This species is doing w'ell at Lucknow, 
and is reported to be thriving on swampy ground between Lakhsar and 
Hardw^ar.^ Flowers October to February (Parker). 

62. Eucalyptus saligna. Smith. Grey gum. 

A tall straight tree mth deciduous rather thick grey bark. Wood very 
hard, tough, and close grained, used for ship-building, carpentry, &c. New 
South Wales and southern Queensland, often plentiful on ridges, but also 
frequent along banks of streams. Said to prefer a deep moist soil and to be 
sensitive to drought. In Florida a tree has withstood temperatures of 22° F. 
without serious injury ; another tree in an exposed situation was bent and 
dw'arfed bj?^ the wind.® It is grown in the Nilgiris (Sim’s Park). It has been 
tried in the Simla hills since 1909, and has done moderately well above 4,000 ft. 
It grows well on the plains of noithern India, but apparently in most of the 
older reports the name E. saligna has been applied to totally difl’erent species. 
On the other hand, at Lucknow specimens of w^hat were at first considered to 
be E, resinifera were in 1876 finally determined to be E, saligna ; one tree 
was reported in 1877 to have attained a height of 45 ft. and a girth of 3 ft. 9 in. 
at 3 ft. from ground-level in ten to twelve years. Recently this species has 
.again been tried at Lucknow, and so far it has proved very promising. It has 
recently been tried at Mercara in Coorg, and shows some promise. Mr. R. N. 
Parker ® notes that on the Punjab plains he has seen this species only in 
Amritsar, where there are a number of specimens growing remarkably well ; 
seedlings sown in Lahore in 1912 died off in large numbers during the monsoon, 
but the survivors were quite healthy and vigorous the following year. The 

^ Seilers, loc, cit,, p. 73. ^ Garden Keport, 1914-15. 

® Ind. Lorestar, xi (1914), p. 452. ^ Report Gov. Bot. Gardens, Saharanpur, 1915-16. 

® Zon and Briscoe, loc, cit, j). 26. ® Ind. Forester, xxxix (1913), p. 85, 
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plants reached a height of 12 ft. in three years. Flowers May, Punjab 
(Parker), 

63. Eucalyptus sideropMoia, Benth. Sydney ironbark. (The name 
broad-leaved or large-leaved ironbark is the one more correctly applicable to 
■Ym:* rostrata, the young leaves of which are often 2 to 6 in, wide).^ 

A large tree -with a straight stem. Bark persistent, dark brown to nearly 
black, thick, deeply furrowed. Wood close grained, very hard, heavy and 
durable, largely used for building, bridge-construction, railway sleepers, wheel- 
work, and other purposes for which great strength is required; this is the 
principal ironbark tree in its native home. New South Wales and southern 
Queensland. A tree in Florida about ten years old measured 55 ft. in height 
and 13*7 in. in diameter ; it was growing on dry soil and had withstood 
a temperature of 22° F.‘^ In the Nilgiris there is a small plantation beyond 
Forest Lodge in Sim’s Park, where this species is growing w^ell (R. Bourne). 
It is now^ being experimented with further as a plantation tree in those hills, 
and has hitherto shown fairly rapid growth. There is a specimen doing well 
in the Changa Manga plantation near Lahore. It has been tried at Lucknow 
since 1912, and so far has done well. At Lahore seeds of this species were 
sown in 1911, and the plants reached a height of 11 ft. 7 in. in three years, 
but failed in the fourth year. Flowers April, Punjab (Parker). 

64. Eucalyptus Sideroxylon, A. Cunn. Red ironbark, Victoria ironbark. 

A moderate-sized or large tree with narrow- silvery leaves and hard, 

rough, dark-coloured bark. Wood dark red, very hard, heavy, strong, and 
durable, used for raihvay sleepers, beams and girders, shafts and w-heel-work. 
New South Wales, Victoria, and Queensland, usually on poor sterile ranges. 
In California it endures minimum temperatures of 16° to 20° F., and maximum 
temperatures of 110° to 112° F,^ It w^as tried without success at Saugor, 
Central Provinces, about 1874-6. It is reported to have done well in the 
Kumaun hills, and is one of the species grown at Abbottabad, where it survived 
the severe frost of 1905, It has been tried since 1909 in the Simla hills, and 
has done moderately well between 4,000 and 6,000 ft. It has been tried at 
Changa Manga, but does badly ; the heartwood of the trees becomes eaten 
by w^hite ants. Not suitable for the plains. In India it tends to form a crooked 
bole and to produce large branches. Flowers Sej)tember, Punjab (Parker), 

65. Eucalyptus Sieberiana, F. v. M. Yohut, mountain ash. 

A large tree attaining 120 ft. in height. Bark dark brown or grey, deeply 
furrowed, red and scaly on young trees, smooth and pale on branches. Wood 
tough and elastic, not durable when exposed to the weather, used chiefly for 
ship-building, tool-handles, and carriage-building ; a good fuel. South 
Australia, Victoria, New^ South Wales, and Tasmania, frequent on poor barren 
ground or sandy soil on rocky and stony mountain ranges, ascending on southerly 
aspects to 5,000 ft. This tree has been growm to some extent in the Nilgiris, 
where it is found almost always as coppice ; older trees are of rather crooked 
growth. Mr. R. Bourne gives the following localities : (1) Cairn Hill, block II, 
compartments 1, 4, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 19, and block III; (2) Aramby, block II, 
compartments 13 and 14; (3) Baikie, compartments 3 and 5. It has been 

^ Bailey, Queensland Woods. - Zon and Briscoe, loc. cit, p. 27. 

® Sellers, loc, ctL, p. 73, 
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tried without success in the Simla hills and also on the plains of northern 
India. 

66. Eucalyptus SinitMi, R. T. Baker. White top, gully ash. 

A tall tree with furrowed da.rk grey bark, smooth on the branches and 
upper bole. New South Wales, in the south coastal districts. Has recently 
been tried on the plains of northern India, but does not show much promise. 

67. Eucalyptus stelMata, Sieb. 

A small or moderate-sized tree with dense foliage and rough dark some- 
what scaly bark, smooth and greenish on the branches. Wood a good fuel, 
but not much in request as timber. Victoria and New South Wales, along 
elevated river valleys or flats and on mountain sides up to the sub-alpine 
zone. Has recently been tried on the plains of northern India, but does not 
show much promise. 

Eucalyptus stricta^ Sieb., see 74. E. virgata, Sieb. 

68. Eucalyptus Stuartiaua, F. v. M. But-but, apple-scented gum, 

; . Stanthorpe box. 

A small to moderate-sized tree with drooping branchlets, and often with 
a twisted stem ; bark persistent, fibrous, soft. Wood hard, tough, and durable. 
South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales, and Tasmania, on sandy and 
moist tracts, often on low ridges, sometimes on river flats, where it reaches 
, , a fair size ; Queensland, on poor groxmd. It is grown in the Nilgiris (Cairn 

; Hill, block III), where, according to Mr. R. Bourne, several of the trees have 

i been killed by cattle and deer, which tear off and eat the succulent bark. It 

I has been tried in the Simla hills since 1909, and so far has done well between 

I 4,000 and 7,000 ft., and moderately well below 4,000 ft. elevation. It has 

; been tried on the plains of northern India, but has proved quite unsuitable. 

; I 69. Eucalyptus tereticornis. Smith, Grey gum, forest red gum. 

A tall handsome tree. Bark smooth, whitish or greyish, more or less 
deciduous. Wood reddish, close grained, tough, and durable, used for building 
and many other purposes. Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, never far 
from the httoral regions, and usually found on fertile ground on humid flats, 
around swamps and lakes, or along watercourses, never on saline ground or 
along salt-water streams ; stunted if found on rocky exposed localities. Under 
favourable conditions the growth is rapid. It does well on sandy soil, even if 
comparatively dry, but not on hard dry soil. In Florida trees have vdthstood 
temperatures of 20° and 22° F., but were frozen back at 19° F., although not 
permanently injured ; in California it is said to endure lower temperatures 
and to withstand drought well, while in Provence and Algeria it has grown 
well on low, marshy tracts where the soil is deep, and in Brazil on inundated 
soil where E, rostrata could not be grown successfully.^ The tree coppices 
excellently. At Abbottabad coppice-shoots attained in one year a height of 
15 ft. and a girth of 7i in., and in years a girth of 22 in. At Dehra Dun the 
branches have been found rather liable to breakage by wind. Parker says it 
was severely damaged by frost at Abbottabad in 1905, but not so much as 
E , Glohuhis or many of the indigenous trees. 

The tree has been grown in the Nilgiris ; Mr. Bourne mentions a specimen 
6 ft. 2 in. in girth and 60 ft. high in Sim’s Park, and adds that a whole planta- 

1 Zoxi and Briscoe, loc* ciL, p. 28. 
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tion of this species is said to have been planted by Mr. C4aMble at the back 
of the Range Lodge, but either it died out or there was a mistake in identity. 
This species is probably the most successful one tried so far at low elevations 
in India, growing well even at Bombay. On the plains of northern India it is 
one of the best species, doing well in the United Provinces and the Punjab 
as far north as the Rawalpindi district, and also in Hazara. The growth is 
very rapid ; of trees raised from seed sown about 1877 at Unah, Hoshiarpiir 
district, measurements of some of the finest in 1893 (aged about sixteen years) 
were as follow^s : ^ 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 


4. 


Girth at 4 ft. from ground, 5 ft. 7 in. ; 

,, ,, 5 ft. 5 in. ; 

5 ft. 1 in. ; 

„ ,, 5 ft. 6 in. ; 


height, 115 ft. 

„ 115 ft. 

„ 115 ft. 

„ 75 ft. 


Parker mentions a tree on poor gravelly soil near Haripur, Hazara, six years 
from seed, which measured 30 ft. in height and 2 ft. 5 in. in girth. There 
are a few good specimens in the Kaunli garden at Dehra Dun. It is the com- 
monest species at Abbottabad. It has been tried in the Simla Mils since 1909, 
and so far has done very well below 4,000 ft. and moderately well from 4,000 
to 6,000 ft. It was tried in 1914 in the Andamans, and was one of the few- 
species which showed any promise after the' first year. Flowers January to 
April, Punjab (Parker). 

70. Eucalyptus trachyphloia, F. v. M. White bloodwood. 

A moderate-sized tree with dense foliage. Bark persistent, rough, fibrous, 
or almost woody inside. Wood hard, heavy, and durable. Southern Queens- 
land, on poor hilly country, chiefly on sandstone. Said to be suitable as a shade 
tree in hot dry localities. Has been recently tried on the plains of northern 
India, but so far does not show much promise. 

71. Eucalyptus umbra, R. T. Bakex'. 

A tall tree with dark coloured stringy bark. Timber not very durable. 
New South Wales. It has recently been tried on the plains of northern India, 
but has not shown much promise. 

72. Eucalyptus urnigera. Hook, f . 

A small to moderate-sized tree with spreading branches and drooping 
branchlets. Bark smooth, pale brown. Tasmania, in alpine districts. It has 
recently been tried on the plains of northern India, but has proved quite 
unsuitable. 

73. Eucalyptus viminalis, Labill. Manna gum. 

A large handsome tree with drooping foliage. Bark partly persistent 
on the lower part of the stem, rough, wrinkled, and brownish, decorticating 
on the upper parts and on the branches, leaving the young smooth, bluish 
white bark, which when rubbed gives off a white powder. Wood fairly strong 
but not very durable, used for rough building, shingles, and rails. South 
Australia, Victoria, New South Wales, Tasmania, reaching large dimensions 
in deep forest glens, but found cMefly in open land, accommodating itself to 
poor and even sandy soil. It grows in the Nilgiris, sometimes attaining a fair 
size. Mr. R. Bourne gives the following distribution : (1) Sim's Park on lake 

^ W. Coldstream in Ind. Forester, xix (1893), p, 381. 
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edge ; (2) below Ciuny Hall ; (3) some fine specimens at Snowdon Hall lining 
the Kotagiri road above the Snowdon ponds ; (4) Sim’s Park, compartment 1, 

above Forest Lodge. Measurements at Snowdon 
Hall gave girths of 8 ft., 9 ft. 6| in., 10 ft. 7 in,, 
and 13 ft. 4 in.; also girth 9 ft., height 124 ft. 
6 in., girth 10 ft. 0| in., height 128 ft. 6 in. It 
was tried without success about 1874“6 at Saugor, 
Central Provinces, and recently on the plains of 
northern India. It has been tried since 1909 in 
the Simla hills, and so far has done well at 
elevations of 4,000-7,000 ft. In Burma it has 
proved successful at low elevations. 

74. Eucalyptus virgata, Sieb. ^jn.E.stricta^ 
Sieb. ; E. obtusifolia, DC. 

A large shrub, usually with very narrow 
leaves. New South Wales, ascending to high 
elevations in the mountains. Has been tried 
without success on the plains of northern India. 


3. BARRINGTONIA, Forst. 
B. acutayigula, Gaertn.-: 


2. J5. 


Species 1. 

Tdcemoaa, Bl. 

1. Barriugtonia acutangula, Gaertn. Vern. 
Ingar, neora, Hind. ; HyaZ, Beng. ; Tivar, piwar^ 
Mar. ; Kanapa, Tel. ; Xyi, hyeni, Burm. 

A moderate-sized evergreen tree with dark 
rough bark, obovate leaves clustered at the ends 
of the branches, and long pendulous racemes of 
flow^ers with bright red stamens. The w'ood is 
used for boat-building, cabinet-making, and other 
purposes ; the bark is rich in tannin, and is used 
to intoxicate fish. The tree is fairly common in 
many parts of India and Burma, in the sub- 
Himalayan tract from the Ganges eastwards, 
Bengal, Chota Nagpur, the Indian Peninsula, and 
Burma; also in Ceylon, the Malay Archipelago, 
and northern Australia. It is always found along 
the banks of streams, round the edges of swamps 
and in similar moist places. It is a familiar tree 
in the swamps of the sub-Himalayan tract, and is 
also common near the coast, though not found in 
mangrove swamps. 

The leaves fall and the new leaves appear 
from February to April ; the flowers appear chiefly 
from March to Maj?-, and the fruits ripen in July- 
August. The fruits are oblong, quadrangular, 1 in. or more in length, and about 
^ in. in diameter. The seed is exalbuminous and solitary, and the embryo thick 


Fig. 222. Barringtonia acut- 
angula. Seedling x J. 

a, swollen hypocotyl ; 5, cross- 
section of hypocotyl. 
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and fleshy with, rudimentary scale-like cotyledons. The fruits fall into the 
moist often muddy ground arpund the trees, and seedlings may be found in 
quantity growing in soft mud. Germination is peculiar. The shoot is developed 
from one end of the fleshy embryo and the root from the other end. A long 
taproot descends into the mud and the original fleshy portion of the embryo 
enclosed in the testa, and retaining the shape of the fruit, persists until the 
seedling attains a fair size. This fleshy portion resembles a tuber, and if cut 
across shows a ring of vascular tissue like that of a carrot (see Fig. 222). The 
function of this tuberous growth is presumably to store up nutriment in order 
to feed the young plant in the dry season when the mud dries up. 

The tree is often planted for ornament. It is also suitable for planting 
in swampy ground w^here few’ other species will grow ; probably direct sowings 
would prove most successful. It is ordinarily frost-hardy, but at Lahore it 
was slightly affected in the severe frost of 1905. In the abnormal drought of 
1907 and 1908 it suffered along the banks of streams and sw’amps in Oudh 
when the water dried up. 

2. Barringtonia racemosa, Bl. 

A species with much larger flowers and fruits than the preceding. It also 
grows by streams and in swampy ground, and is indigenous along the west 
coast of the Indian Peninsula, in the Sundarbans, Andamans, Ceylon, the 
Malay Peninsula, and Polynesia. 

4. CAREYA, Roxb. 

Careya arborea, Roxb. Verm Hind., Beng. ; Kiimbia, 

Mar, ; ZamZ, Kan. ; Ayama, Tam. ; Oadava, Tel. ; Banbwl, Burm. 

A moderate-sized to large deciduous tree with large obovate leaves 
clustered at the ends of the branches. Bark dark grey, fissured, red and 
fibrous inside. The wood is durable, especially under water, and is used for 
building, carts, furniture, &c. ; the bark gives a good rough cordage fibre. 

Distbibtjtion and habitat. The tree is found sporadicalty throughout 
the greater part of India and Burma, but not in the driest regions. It is very 
typical of savannah lands, where owing to its fire-resisting capacity it is able 
to survive and to regenerate, along with other fire-resisting species such as 
Dillenia pentagyna, Eugenia operculata, Sbnd Bombax malabaricum, When fire- 
protection is introduced more tender species take possession of the ground, but 
the old and often branchy savannah trees persist scattered in the new growth. 

Carey a arbor ea is a familiar tree in the sal forests and in the grassy blanks 
so common in them. In Burma it is commonest in the lower mixed forests 
of the plains and in the open savannah tracts. Generally it is characteristic 
of the moist types of mixed deciduous forest, and not of the drier types. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. The tree is leafless early 
in the hot season, the new leaves appearing in March-Aiiril. The leaves turn 
red in the cold season before falling. The clusters of large pink and white 
flowers appear with the new leaves in April-May, and the fruits ripen about 
June- July : they are green, globose, about 3 in. in diameter, containing several 
seeds embedded in a fleshy pulp, and fall soon after riiiening. The seeds are 
exalbuminous, but have a large embryo similar in structure to that of 
Barringtonia : they often germinate within the fruit as it lies on the ground. 
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SILVICXJLTCEAL CHAEACTERS. The tree staiids a fair amount of sliade. In 
the ahnormal drought of 1907 and 1908 in the sal forests of Oudh it proved to 
be decidedly hardy. It coppices well. It is very subject to damage by browsing, 
coppice-shoots in particular being greedily eaten by cattle and deer. As 
already noted, it is very fire-resistant. 

Rate oe OEOVfTH. The following statistics regarding the rate of growth 
are available from sample plot measurements in sal forest : 


Careya arborea : girth increment in high forest sample plots. 



Forest 


No. of years 
under 

No. of trees 
under 

Girth 

Mean annual 
girth increment 

Province. 

division. 

Locality. 

measurement. 

measurement. 

classes. 

ft. 

for period, 
in. 

United 

Saharanpur 

Malowala 

12 

4 

1-2 

0*20 

Provinces 

Lansdowne 

Chankhamb 

17 

6 

1|"8 

0*32 


9? 

Jogichaur 

12 

2 

li-3 

0*18 


»» 

Rebar 

19 

1 

IJ-S 

0*05 

Central 

Provinces 

Balaghat 

Baihar 

8 

1 

1-2 

0*44 


Rmg-countings by Mr. D. A. Thomson in respect of seventeen trees in 
the Supa fuel reserves, North Kanara, Bombay, gave the following results : ^ 

Ag6 in. y6a»rs . . 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 

Mean diameter (inche.s) 1*05 2*02 3*07 4*09 5*08 5*90 6*84 7*74 8*46 9*38 10*14 10*94 11*71 

Coppice- shoots grow fairly rapidly. Measurements in 1911 in two separate 
coupes, each two years old, in the Tikri forest, Gonda, United Provinces, 
showed average heights of 11 and 12 ft. as compared with 10 and 7*6 ft. re- 
spectively for sal in the same coupes. Measurements made in 1886 by Mr. 

A. P. Broun in two coupes, each eight years old, in the Bulla wala coppice, 
Dehra Dun, gave the following results : 

Careya arborea : growth of coppice, Bullawala, Dehra Dun. 


Mean height. Mean girth. 


Age. 

Careya, 

Sal. 

Careya, 

Sal. 

years. 

ft. in. 

ft. in. 

in. 

in. 

8 

30 0 

13 20 

9*0 

7*1 

8 

10 4 

16 2*5 

5*7 

8*3 


Mr. H. A. Gass recorded in 1898-9 an average height and girth of 10 ft. 
and 7 in. respectively, with nine shoots per stool, in a coppice coupe three 
years old in Kadike block, South Canara, Madras. 

: planchonia, bi. 

Planchonia andamaniea. King. 

An evergreen tree of the Andamans, occurring in evergreen or semi- 
deciduous forests in association with Dipterocarpus spp., Hopea odorata^ 
Mimusops Elengi, Artocarpus Chaplasha, Pterocarpus dalhergioides, Albizzia 
Lebbek, Termmalia bialata^ Lagerstroemia hypoleuca, and other species. The 
wood is hard, durable, and of good quality, and promises to become an important 
timber ; the tree deserves study from a silvicultural point of view. 

^ Working Plan for the Supa Fuel Reserves, 1906. 
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ORDEE XXIX. LYTHRACEAE 

TMs order contains a number of important Indian timber trees, chiefly 
belonging to the genus Lagerstroemia, 

■ C4enera 1. Lageksteoemia, Linn.; 2. Duabanga, Ham.; 3. So55-neeatia, 
Linn, f . ; 4. WooDFORDM, Salisb. ; 5. Phnica, Linn. 

1. LAGERSTROEMIA. Linn. 

This genus contains eleven Indian species of trees and perhaps a teelftb, 
L. inclica, Linn., a well-known garden tree which is indigenous in China and 
possibly in the Shan hills in Upper Burma. To this genus belong some im- 
portant Indian timber trees, most of which are very ornamental owing to their 
large showy flowers. The silviculture of these trees is at present imperfectly 
understood. The fruit is a capsule containing many winged, usually small light 
seeds, which, in all the species studied so far, are uncertain in their germinative 
power, a large proportion being as a rule unfertile. L. indiea and L, Flos- 
Regmae are known to be capable of propagation from cuttings, and the same 
may possibly be the case with other species. 

Sx>ecies 1. L.parviflora, Roxb.; 2. L. Flos-Regmae, Retz.; S. L. tanientosa, 
PresL; 4. L. lanceolata,W 2 Xir, 5. L. macrocarpa, Kurz; 6. L.liypoleiioa^ Kurz. 

1. Lagerstroemia parviflora, Roxb. Verii. Dhaum, lendia. Hind.; Sidha, 
Hind., Beng. ; Lende, bondga, Mar. ; Chenangi^ Tel. ; ZamigbaU, kyettawsa, 
U. Burm. 

A large, in poor localities a small, deciduous tree. Bark light grey to 
reddish, thin, smooth, exfoliating in narrow longitudinal flakes, light brown 
inside. Wood very hard, durable, used for building, agricultural implements, 
carts, boats, shafts, axe-handles, &c. The tree sometimes exhibits twisted 
fibre from left to right, and often produces burrs, especially when injured. 
Large trees are often hollow in the centre, and the timber has the fault of 
splitting a good deal near the centre. Apart from its economic value this tree 
is important silviculturally as a common companion of the sal, teak, and 
other valuable species. 

Distribution and habitat. Sub-Himalayan tract from the Jumna 
eastwards, ascending to 3,000 ft., Bengal, Assam, Chota Nagpur, central 
India, and the Indian Peninsula southwards to the Nilgiris, Uxiper Burma. 
As a general rule the tree is not gregarious, though often plentiful. In the 
siib-Himalayan tract it is a common constituent of the sal forests, and is also 
plentiful on the dry waterless bhabar tract, a deep boulder formation along 
the base of the outer hills. Here the forest is often of a dry mixed type, and 
in the United Provinces among the chief associate species are Adina cordifolia, 
Teyminalia tomentosa, T. beUrica, Hymenodictyon excelsum, Holoptelea integri- 
folia, Acacia Catechu, 2 ^iid Phyllanthus Farther east, in the Duars 

of Bengal and western ilssam, it is one of the commonest trees along the base 
of the outer hills and on the dry boulder formation skirting them, the forest 
being of a dry character and the chief trees besides Lagerstroemia being Shorea 
robusta, Terminalia Chebida, T. belerica, PJiyManthus Emblica, Sterculia villosa, 
Dillenia pentagyna, Bombax malabaricivm, Qmelina arborea, Premna, Stereo- 
spernmrn, and others, and near rivers palbergia Sissoo and Acacia Catechu, 

2307.2 s 



Fxq . 22 : 
a, .seed ; h-e, germinat 
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In these forests it attaiiiis eonsiderahle di.mensions : a girth of 8 ft. 2 in. and 
a height of 100 ft, were measured in the Borojhar forest, Buxa, and this is by 
no nieans a maximum. In the bhabar tract of the Diiars it sometimes springs 
up gregariously on gravel and boulder deposits near rivers, after the land has 
become elevated above river-level ; here pure patches of young Lagerstroemm, 
soBietimes of considerable extent, may he found with large specimens of 
Dalbergia Sissoo scattered among them, the latter being the survivors of 
a former riverain forest (see Fig. 224). 

The tree is found in fair quantity throughout the diy mixed forests of 
the Indian Peninsula as far south as the Nilgiris, in association with teak, 
Terminalia tomentosa, Anogeissus latifolia, Diospyros Melmioxyhn, Otigemm 
dcdbergioides^ BticJianania latifoUa, PJiyllajitJius Emblica^ and other species. 
As a rule it does not attain large dimensions, trees over 6 ft. in girth being- 
rare ; in the Dangs forests of Surat, however, large trees are occasionally met 
with, a girth of 18 ft. having been recorded. In the Bori forest of the Central 
Provinces a girth of 15 ft. has been measured. 

In Upper Burma it occurs in mixed deciduous forest along with teak, 
Terminalia tomentosa, Dillenia pentagyna, Bursera serrata, Anogeisstis acumi- 
nata, ScMeichera frijuga, Lagerstroemia Flos-Regmae, and other species. 

The tree accommodates itself to a variety of soils and geological forma- 
t/ions, including black cotton soil and trap ; it thrives best on deep porous 
loam, and although it is often found on clay, it does not stand water-logging. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 100° to 118° F., the absolute minimum from 30° to 50° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 30 to 180 in. 

Leaf-shedding , flowering, and fruiting. The leaves turn brown 
towards the end of the cold season and are shed in February-March, the new 
leaves appearing in April-May. The panicles of small white fragrant flowers 
appear from x4pril to June, and the capsules ripen and open from December 
to February ; they are 3- to 4-vaived, 0-7-1 in. or more in length, ovoid or obovoid, 
brown when ripe, and remain some time on the tree after ripening. The seeds 
including wing (Fig. 223, a) are 0*4~0-6 in. long, brown, with a terminal papery 
wing, having a thick stiff curved ridge along one edge. 

The germinative power of the seed is frequently poor. Tests were carried 
out at Debra Dun for three successive years : in the first two years the seed 
was almost entirely unfertile, but in the third year it germinated well. 

Germination (Fig. 223, b~e). Epigeous. The radicle emerges from the 
end of the seed opposite the wing, the hypocotyl arches and extricates the coty- 
ledons in straightening, the seed-coat being left as a rule on or in the ground, 
though it is sometimes carried up over the cotyledons, falling with their 
expansion. 

The seedling (Fig. 223). 

Roots : primary root long, terete, tapering, wiry : lateral roots moderate 
in number and. length, fibrous. Hypocotyl scarcely distinguishable, up to 
0*1 in. long. OotyUdons : petiole 0-2-0-5 in. long, channelled above, glabrous ; 
lamina 0*4-0-5 in. by 0-4-0-5 in., foliaceous, orbicular, base tapering, entire, 
green, glabrous. Stem erect, quadrangular, often winged, green or reddish, 
glabrous ; internodes 0-1-0-5 in. long. simple, alternate, or first pair 

sometimes sub-opposite, sessile, exstipulate? 0*3-2 in. by 0*2-1 in., ovate 

S 2 
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acuminate, base acute, entire, glabrous, margins minutely pubescent, venation 
arcuate, lateral veins 4-10 pairs. 

The grov/th of the seedling is moderately fast. Young plants raised at 
Dehra Dun reached a height of 4 in. in two months, and 12 in. by the end 
of the year ; on poor ground the growth is slower. For its best development 
the young plant requires a porous well-drained soil free from weeds. Young 
seedlings are very frost-tender, unlike coppice-shoots, which resist frost fairly 
w^ell. They do not stand heavy shade or suppression from a dense growth of 
grass. 

SiLVicuLTUBAL chaeActebs. The tree is a light-demander, and soon 
becomes suppressed under shade. It is fairly frost-hardy. In the abnormal 
drought of 1907 and 1908 in the forests of Oudh it proved to be decidedly 
hardy ; saplings, however, were affected in the severe drought of 1899 and 
1900 in the Central Provinces. Cattle avoid it, and on heavily grazed areas 
coppice-shoots often remain untouched after most of the other species hcwe 
disappeared : sometimes the presence of pure Lagerstroemia parviflom may be 
the result of heavy grazing. 

The tree coppices and pollards vigorously. Experiments were carried 
out in 1909 in North Chanda, Central Provinces, in which trees w^ere coppiced 
in successive months from April to September ; in no month did a single stool 
fail to coppice, a result not attained by^^ any other species experimented with. 
Again, Mr. A. E. Osmaston^ records complete success in the case of 25 trees 
coppiced in experiments in the Gorakhpur district. United Provinces. The 
following numbers of shoots per stool have been measured in the United 
Provinces : 

1. Gorakhpur district : age one to sixteen years ; average 1-6 to 3*2 shoots 

per stool. 

2. Gonda district : age one and two years ; average 1*7 to 2*7 shoots per 

stool. 

Natubal bebboductiox. The natural reproduction of this tree requires 
further study. As far as is known, fertile seed is not produced in abundance 
every year, though in certain years reproduction springs up in quantity. 
Loose porous bare soil appears to favour natural reproduction, which often 
comes up readily on abandoned cultivation on well-drained ground, and on 
riverain alluvial gravel which has risen above river-level. Tmmuhity from 
damage by grazing and good poAver of recovery from the eftects of fire and 
mutilation are factors which favour the natural reprodiietion of this species ; 
the admission of light also stimulates it. 

Silvicultural TEE ArMEXT. As a rule this tree is treated as an acces- 
sory to species of greater value, such as teak or sal, and its treatment is sub- 
ordinated to that of the principal species. It is eminent^ adapted for 
working as coppice, a rotation of thirty years being generally sufficient for 
the production of poles for building purposes. 

Rate oe gboW'TH. 1/ High forest The following results of girth measure- 
ments in sample plots are available : 

Ind. Forester, sxxvii( 1911), p. 429. 



2yarviflora ; large tree of former species surrounded by pure sapling growth of latter, Goalpara, Assam. 







W'.M. 




Fig. 225. L%gerstroemia lanceolata, Bombay. 
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Lagerstroemia ‘parvifiora: girth increment in high forest sample plots. 





^Number of 

Xumber of 

X 

Mean annual 

P,rovince. 

Forest 


years under 

trees under 

Girth 

girth increment 

division. 

Locality. 

measurement. 

measurement. 

classes. 

for period. 






ft. 

in. 

United 

Dehra Dim 

Thaiio and ) 

17 

) ^ 

1-2 

0-13 

Pro^ces 


Kaiisrao ) 

u 

2-3 

0*30 


Saharanpur 

Dholkhand "j 



0-1 

0-23 


Lakarkot j- 

. . 

^32 

1-2 

0-23 



Malowala j 


( 4 

2-3 

0-34 


Lansdomie 

Andermaihera 

17 

12 

0-4 

0-11 



Kauria 

4 

3 

14-3 

0*14 


Haldwani 

Aonia Khera 

4 

1 

0-14 

0-40 



Chilla 

11 

4 

3-6" 

0-34 



Khonani 

6 

5 

14-6 

0-31 


S. Kheri 

Kishanpxir 

9 

2 

2-3 

0*10 

Central ) 

Provinces S 

Balaghat 

Raigarh 

S 

^ 1 
/ 1 

1-2 

2-3 

0-09 

0*03 


These figures indicate a decidedly slow rate of growth. The sample plots 
ill question, however, are all in sal forest, and presumably many of the Lager- 
stroemia trees are dominated or even suppressed. 

The following rate of growth has been deduced from measurements of 
41 trees in the Dholkhand, Lakarkot, and Malowala sal samj)le plots, Saharan- 
pur forest division, United Provinces, and of 22 trees scattered in sal sample 
plots in the Buxa forest division, Bengal : 

Lagerstroemia parvifiora : rate of growth in high forest, Saharanpur and Buxa 


divisions. 

C4irth. Girth. 


Age. 

Saharanpur. 

Buxa. 

Age. 

Saharanpur. 

Buxa. 

years. 

ft. 

in. 

ft. 

in. 

years. 

ft. 

in. 

ft. 

m. 

20 



0 

10 

100 

1 

11 

4 

1 

30 

0* 

' ’ 7 

1 

3 

110 

2 

1| 

■ 4 

6 

40 

0 

9 

1 

8 

120 

2 

5 

4 

11 

50 

0 

ill 

2 

0 

130 

2 

8| 

5 

4 

60 

1 

2 

2 

5 

140 

3 

0 

5 

S 

70 

1 

4| 

2 

10 

150 


. . 

6 

1 ■ 

80 

1 

64 

3 

3 

160 


. . 

6 

6 

90 

1 

9 

3 

8 







A cross-section 4 ft. 6 in. in girth in the silvicultural museum, Dehra Dun, 
had 56 rings, giving a mean annual girth increment of 0*96 in. 

2. Coppice. The rate of growth of Lagerstroemia parvifiora coppice is at 
first usually more rapid than that of sal, but the latter afterwards outgrows 
the former. The follmving are some recorded measurements of young coppice- 
shoots, : 

Lagerstroemia parvifiora : rate of growth of young coppice, compared with sal 

or teak ill the same coupes. 

Height. 


Locality. 

Age. 

Lag&'stromvki 

Sal. 





years. 

. . ^it. 

ft. 



;i 

6*8 

4*7 

Gonda,' United Provinces 


2 

10*3 

10*0 


[2 

9*5 

7*6 


li 

7-8 

4*5 

Gorakhpur, United Provinces 

7-3 

9*1 

2*8 

9*7 

Thano, Dehra Dun, United Provinces 


5 

15*0^ 

• • 

Bhandara, Central Provinces . 


1 

6*3 



^ Mean girth 6 in. 
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Mr. A. F, Broun recorded the following measurements made hi 1886, in 
coppice coupes at BuUawala, Delira Dun : 

LageTStroemia parviflora : rate of growth of coppice,, BuUawala, 

Dehra Dun. 

Mean height. Mean girth. 


Age. 

Lager stroemia 
parviflora. 

Sal. 

Lagerstroemia 

parviflora. 

Sai' 

Years. 

ft. in. 

ft. in. 

ill. 

, in. 

8 

19 M 

13 1*9 

6*2 

7*1 

S 

15 4*2 

16 2-5 

6*4 

8*3 

10 

18 6-0 

11 10-6 

6*0 

5*9; 

The results of measurements made by Mr. C. M. McCrie 

in 1910 in coppice 

coupes in 

tlie Gorakhpur district, United Provinces, are shown as follows : 

Lagerstroemia parviflora : 

ra.te of growth of coppice, 

Gorakhpur. 


Mean height. 

Mean girth. 

Age. 

Lagerstroemia 

parviflora. 

Sai. 

Lagerstroemia 

parviflora. 

Sal. 

Years. 

ft. 

ft. 

in. 

in. 

*' 2 

6-8 

3*0 

— 

— 

4 

9*8 

7*0 

3*9 

2*0 

6 

12*3 

10*3 

■ 4*8 

2-9 

S 

14-5 

13-0 

54 

.. 3*8 

10 

164 

15*3 

6*0 

4*8 

12 

18*0 

17*5 

6*5 

■ 5*8 

14 

194 

19*2 

6*9 

6*7 ■ 

16 

20*5 

20*9 

7*2 ■ 

7*5 


2. Lagerstroemia Pios-Regiiiae, Retz. Syn. ii. speciosa, Pers. Vern. 
Jarul, Beng. ; Ajhar, Ass.; Tmnan, bondara, Mar. ; Hok-dasal, challa, Kan. ; 
Poimarathu^Tsbrn. ; ManimaratMi, Mai. ; Pyinma, Burni. ; EiJcmwe, U. Burm. 

A large deciduous tree with a rounded crown and large handsome mauve 
flowers. Bark smooth, grey or yellowish grey, exfoliating in fairly thin irregular 
flakes. Wood light red, hard, durable, used, for construction, boat-building, 
canoes, carts, and other purposes. This is one of the most important timber 
trees of Burma a.nxl Assam. 

Distbibutiox HABITAT. Assam, Bengal, Chittagong, -western and 
southern India from Xorth Kanara and the southern Korikan southwards 
through Malabar to Travancore, Chota Nagpur (not very common, and of 
small size). Common throughout Burma, but not in the dry zone ; Ceylon, 
in the moist low country. In the sub-Himalayan tract the tree is not con- 
sidered to be indigenous west of Bengal, but it is certainly plentiful, though 
of comparatively small size, along the banks and within some little distance 
of certain streams in forest landvS in the Gorakhpur district, United Provinces, 
and if not indigenous it has at all events run wild. It is planted for ornament 
in many parts of India. 

The tree is typically found along the banks of rivers and streams and on 
low-lying swampy ground. It is not, however, alw’^ays Gonfined to such places, 
for in Burma it is often scattered in the moister types of lower mixed deciduous 
forest on alluvial ground and sometimes in evergreen forest : in the ujiper 
mixed forests' it is usually confined to the banks of streams and to alluvial 
flats ill their neighbourhood. Its growth is best on rich deep alluvial loam : 
on badly-drained swamj)y ground it is usually small and crooked. 


T 



Fig. 226. Lagerstvoemia Flos-Reginae — Seedling -}- 

c - f — Germination stages g - i — Development of seedling during first season 


a — Fruit b — Seed 
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111 its natural habitat the ahsoliite maximum shade temperature varies 
from 95° to 110° the absolute minimum from 36° to 65° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 60 (about 50 in Gorakhpur) to 180 in. or more. 

Leaf-sheddikg, elowebing, and fruitixg. The tree sheds its leaves 
about February-Marchj the leaves turning reddish before fal lin g ; the new 
leaves appear in April-May. The large terminal panicles of mauve flowers, 
2-3 in. in diameter, appear from April to June, at which time the trees are 
extremely handsome. The capsules (Fig. 226, a), 5- to 6-valved, broadly ovoid, 
0*7-1 in. long, ripen from November to January, according to locality, though 
they do not actually open and scatter the seeds for some little time (February, 
Goalpara, Assam, 1915 ; March-April, Dehra Dun, planted trees). The seeds 
(Fig. 226, 6) are light brown, angular, fairly hard, vdth a stiff brittle wing, 
the whole 0*6-0 *7 in. long ; they are often unfertile. The tree seeds at an 
early age ; vigorous plants raised from irrigated broadcast sowings at Dehra 
Dun commenced to bear seed at the age of three years. 

GeemiisATIOX (Fig. 226, c-f). Epigeous. The radicle emerges from the 
end of the seed oppovsite the wing ; the hypocotyl arches slightly and extricates 
the cotyledons in straightening. The seed-coat is left on or in the ground. 
The seedeihg (Fig. 226). 

Boots : primary root moderately long, wiiy, flexuose, thick in vigorous 
plants : lateral roots numerous, long, fibrous. Hypocotyl distinct from root, 
0*4-0 *7 in. long, quadrangular, reddish or green, glabrous. Cotyledons : petiole 
0*05 in. long : lamina 1*5-2 in. by 2-2*5 in., foliaceous, somewhat fleshy, 
orbicular reniform, broader than long, apex truncate or slightly retuse, entire, 
glabrous. Stefn/i erect, 3- to 5-angled and winged, woody, glabrous, young parts 
green or reddish, older parts greenish brown; internodes 0*1-1 *3 in. long. 
Leaves simple, alternate, sessile or sub-sessile, exstipulate, earlier leaves small, 
the size inci’easing with successive leaves, 0-5-2-5 in. by 0*3-1 *5 in. in natural 
seedlings, up to 8 by 3 in. in vigorous artificially grown seedlings, elliptical or 
elliptical lanceolate or obovate, acute or acuminate, base acute, entire or 
undulate, glabrous, paler beneath than above, venation arched, with a pro- 
minent intramarginal vein, midrib often reddish, veins prominent, raised on 
under side. 

During the first season the growth of the seedling is slow, a height of only 
2-6 ill. being ordinarily attained by the end of the year ; subsequently the 
growth is considerably faster. Weeding and irrigation, particularly the former, 
greatly stimulate growth. Plants raised from w^eeded broadcast sowings on 
tilled ground at Dehra Dun reached in three years a height of 10 ft. w^heii 
irrigated, and 8 ft. when not irrigated. In the first year they attained a height 
up to 3 ft. The leaves fall about November to January, and new growth starts 
in March (Dehra Dun). In their earlier stages the seedlings are small and 
delicate, and are apt to be washed away by heavy rain ; they are sensitive 
to frost and drought. 

SiLYieuLTURAL oharagtbrs. The tree is a moderate light-demander, 
soon becoming suppressed under shade which is at all heavy ; it is less light- 
demanding than teak. In its natural habitat it is exposed neither to frost 
nor ordinarily to drought ; in the severe frost of 1905 trees planted at Dehra 
Dun suffered. It is a decidedly moisture-lov^^^ tree. It copinces well, the 
moppice-sboots, growing' vigorously. 
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Xatukal BEPRODXJCTioisr. Under natural conditions the seeds lie on the 
ground during part of the hot season and often become washed into heaps 
during the early showers. Germination takes place early in the rainy season* 
The factors influencing natural reproduction require further study, but experi- 
ments carried out so far indicate that bare loose soil is favourable, and that 
weed-growth is most unfavourable. For the establishment of natural repro- 
duction a considerable amount of light is required. The sensitiveness of young 
seedlings to drought has been alluded to. The prevalence of natural repro- 
duction round the edges of swamps and along the sides of watercourses is 
probably due mainly to the fact that the seeds are washed together in quantity 
on the bare ground, and the seedlings develop well under the conditions of 
light and soil moisture which they enjoy. Good natural reproductioii is 
reported to have appeared in the Yetkanzin forest, Toungoo, Burma, in an 
area where bamboos had flowered, which had been fire-protected for many 
years and then burnt after the flowering of the bamhoos.^ 

Artificial reproductioii. Owing to the lightness of the seed and the 
small size of the young seedlings, direct sowings are less suitable than trans- 
planting from the nursery. Broadcast sowings on cleared and hoed ground 
at Dehra Dun have, however, proved successful on an experimental scale. 
A fair amount of planting has been done within recent years in Assam, notably 
in Lakhinipur. Direct sowings in lines 6 ft. apart were carried out between 
1876-7 and 1882-3 in the Nambor forest, Sibsagar, Assam, the LagerstToemia 
being mixed with Mesua ferrea. In 1903 the area was found to be very densely 
stocked with young poles of both species, in which the Lagerstroemia greatly 
outnumbered the ilesiia^ Transplanting after pruning the roots has been 
tried without success in Sibsagar. 

Mr. R. Bourne informs me that in Malabar he obtained the best results 
in germination by sowing the seeds in flat beds divided into squares surrounded 
by small mud walls, so that when the beds were flooded the water stood in 
them for some time. 

Rate of growth. There are few reliable statistics showing the rate of 
growth. The following heights of young plants are recorded in different 
plantations in the Jokai reserve^ Lakhimpur, Assam : ^ 


Age 

(exclusive of time in nursery) 
Year of planting 

1 year . . 

2 years . . 

3 years . 


i\.verage height, 
ft. 

6 

7 

10 

9 


A few trees planted at Kuch Behar in 1873-4 had attained in 1881 
a maximum girth of 2 ft. 4 in. with a height of 16 ft. The locality w’as reported 
to be unsuitable, the trees having developed a low shrubby growth.^ 

The Rangoon plains forests working plan^ gives an estimate of the rate 
of growth based on ring-countings, the results being as follows : 


^ Burma Forest Eeport, 1914-15. 

2 Working Plan for the Nambor Reserved Forest, Sibsagar, A. R. Dicks, 1905. 

® Forest Report, 1913-14. ^ W. R. F. in Ind. Forester, vii (1881-2), p. 41. 

^ Working Plan for the Plains Forests, Rangoon Division, Burma, J. J* Borie, 1905* 
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(virtli. 

Corresponding age. 

tt. 

1 

in. 

years. 

6 

36 

3 

0 

63 

4 

6 

94 

6 

0 

125 


The mean annual girth iDcrement, 0-576 in., is identical with that esti- 
mated for teak growing in the same forests. 

3. Lagerstroemia tomentosa, Presl. Vern. Leza, Burm. 

A large deciduous tree, reaching a height of 100 ft. or more, and a girth 
of 10 to 12 ft. or more in favourable localities. Bole usually straight and 
clean to a considerable height. Bark about 0'3“04 in. thick, light grey, fairly 
smooth, with longitudinal cracks. Wood light grey to greyish brown, moderately 
hard, close grained, fairly durable, used for planking, building, canoes, carts, 
shafts, wheels, and furniture, and deserving of more notice for boxes and such 
purposes. It has been tested and reported suitable for match manufacture. 

Distribution and habitat. The tree is common throughout the greater 
part of Burma > except in the dry zone. It is found in evergreen and semi- 
evergreen tropical forest, and in mixed deciduous forest of the upper and lower 
types. In the upper mixed forests it is associated with teak, Xylia dolabri- 
formis, and their common companions, usually occupying the lower slopes of 
hills and well-drained valleys on deep rich soil ; in the chier types of mixed 
forest it is either absent or is found in stunted form. In the lower mixed 
forests on alluvial ground it is sometimes very plentiful, particularly in some 
localities along the base of the eastern slopes of the Pegu Yoma. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 100® to 110® F., the absolute minimum from 40® to 55® P., and the noimal 
rainfall from 40 to 200 in. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. The tree is leafless for 
a time in the hot season. The panicles of handsome white flowers, 1-1-3 in. 
in diameter, appear in April-May, and the capsules (Fig. 227, a) commence to 
ripen about November, dehiscing at various times up till April ; they are 
ovoid, 0-5-0-6 in. long, dark brown when ripe. The light winged seeds (Fig. 
227, b) are about 0*3 in. long; they escape from the capsules chiefly during 
the hot season and are carried by wind to some distance from the tree. Like 
that of other species of this genus, the fertility of the seed is uncertain. Tests 
carried out at Dehra Dun showed that the seed retains its vitality to some 
extent for one year if carefully stored. At Peradeniya, Ceylon, where the tree 
was introduced in 1891, flowering takes place twice a year, in April and October ; 
this may also be the case sometimes in Burma, 

Germination (Fig. 227, c-f). Epigeous. The radicle emerges from the 
end of the seed opposite the wing, the hypocotyl arches somewhat, and the 
seed-coat is either left in or on the ground or is carried up, falling with the 
expansion of the cotyledons. 

The seedling (Fig. 227). 

Moots : primary root moderately long and thick, terete, tapering, woody : 
lateral roots numerous, long, fibrous. Hypocotyl distinct from, root, 0-3-0-5 In. 
long, quadrangular, glabrous. Cotyledons : petiole up to 0-06 in. long : lamina 
0-2-0-3 in. by 0-25-0-3 in., foliaceous, sub-orbicular or broadly obovate, apex 
rounded, truncate or retuse, base tapering, entire, green. Stem erect, quad- 
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raiigiikir. stellate tonientose ; internocles 0*l-0‘6 in. long. Leaves simple, 
exstipuiate, first pair opposite, subsequent leaves on main stem alternate, 
sometimes sub-opposite, those on side branches opposite or sub-opposite. 
Petiole 0-1 in. long, stellate tomentose. Lamina 0-8-3-2 in. by 0-3-1-3 in., 
elliptical ianoeolate, acuminate, base tapering, entire, stellate pubescent. 

During the first season the seedling remains comparatively small, but 
from the second year onwards the grow^th is fairly fast. Seedlings raised in 
a box at Dehra Dun were 1 ft. 6 in. to 2 ft. 7 in. in height by the middle of the 
second season, and one of these which was transplanted reached a height of 
9 ft. 7 in,, with a basal girth of 7|- in. by the end of the fourth season. These 
seedlings for the first two or three years developed long thin weak stems and 
had the habit of climbers rather than of erect plants ; eventually, however, 
they became rigid and erect. The young seedlings are sensitive to drought ; 
frost is unknown in the natural habitat of the tree, but at Dehra Dun the 
young seedlings proved to be very sensitive to frost, and all those grown in 
the open succumbed during the first winter. 

Natural rerrodttction. The seeds fall during the hot season, and are 
washed into heaps by the early showers. Germination takes place at the 
beginning of the rainy season. The factors influencing natural reproduction 
require further study, but experiments at Dehra Dun indicate that bare loose- 
moist soil is favourable to germination, and that stiff soil and weed-growth 
are unfavourable ; also that in early youth shade is beneficial in preventing 
mortality through drought. These experiments, however, are not conclusive, 
more especially as climatic conditions at Dehra Dun are very different from 
those met with in the natural habitat of the tree. 

Aetiricial reprodtjction. Experiments at Dehra Dun showed that 
young plants can best be raised on well-drained porous soil kept moist and 
protected from the sun. Transplanting can be carried out without much 
difficulty in the second rainy season. No plantations of this species, so far as is 
known, have ever been made^. A young tree in the Forest Research Institute 
grounds, Dehra Dun, raised from seed sown in 1912, shows good promise. 

4. Lagerstroemia lanceolata. Wall. Syn. i. microcarpa, Wight. Benteak. 
Vern. Nana, Mar. ; Nandi, bili'-nandi, 'KBjn.. ; Venteh, Tam. (Pig. 225.) 

A large deciduous tree mth smooth whitish bark exfoliating in large 
papery strips. Wood moderately hard, used for building, furniture, boxes, &c. 
A valuable timber, but liable to split and not durable in the open. 

Disteibtjtiox axd habitat. This is one of the most important trees of 
the west coast of the Indian Peninsula, where it is very common along and 
below the Western Ghats from Bombay southwards to Travancore, ascending 
the hill ranges of Coorg, Mysore, and Travancore, and the Nilgiris and other 
hills, to 4,000 ft. In East Khandesh it is rare, and in Kolaba and Surat is 
only scattered. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 95^ to IIS'^ P., the absolute minimum from 43^ to 63*^ P., and the normal 
rainfall from 30 to 180 in. or more. It attains its best development in regions 
of heavy rainfall, for instance in Kanara, Malabar, and Coorg, where it reaches 
a large size. It grows well both on hill slopes and in valleys, preferring crystal- 
line rocks to laterite. It is found most commonly in mixed deciduous forests 
associated with teak, T. paniciilata, Xylia xyhcarpa, 

DalbergmlatifoUayPterocarpiLS Adina cordifolia, and other species. 
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It occurs also in evergreen forest, but usually in the form of large trees surxdving 
from,, a former deciduous forest into which the evergreen species .have encroached. 

IiEAr-SHEDDi:N'G, eloweeinCt, axd fefiting. The tree is leafless for 
a time in the hot seasoji. The small white flowers appear from April to June, 
and the fruits ripen in the cold season. The sniall light seeds fail early in the 
hot season and germinate at the beginning of the rains : they are carried by 
the winds to some distance from the tree. Sir. H. Tireman mentions that he 
has twice tried to raise seedlings in Coorg, but on neither occasion did seed 
geriiiiiiate : this w'oiild indicate that the germinative power, like that of other 
species of this genus, is uncertain. 

SiLviouLTiriiE AisD :^sATUKAL EEPROD UCTION . The factors influencing 
natural reproduction require further study. So far as is known the seedlings 
do not stand exposure to a hot sun, and benefit by slight shade, while they 
require a fair amount of moisture in the soil. Bare loose soil aids natural 
reproduction, which appears freely on abandoned cultivation. The seedling 
is capable of bearing considerable shade, but later the tree benefits by an 
abundance of light, though it is less light-demanding than teak. Eire does 
not appear to do much harm to reproduction, though it produces hollows at 
the bases of the trees. In the moister types of forest fire-i)rotection has had 
an adverse effect in encouraging the growth of dense evergreen vegetation 
which has prevented the reproduction of this and otJier light-demanding 
deciduous trees. Mr. H. Tireman notes that the limited amount of grazing 
in Coorg is beneficial in keeping down undergrowth and favouring natural 
reproduction. The tree coppices well. 

Rate of growth. 1. High forest. The following table has been com- 
piled from measurements, based on ring-countings, recorded in high forest 
working plans in the North Kanara district, Bombay : 


Lagerstroemda kmceolata : rate of growth in diameter in high forests of the 
North Kanara district, Bombay, 



Supa fuel 

Ankola 

high 

Ealinaddi 

Sopinhosalli 

Ankola- 

Kumta 

Sirsi 

town 

Yekambi 

Sonda 


reserves.^- 

forest.^ 

slopes.’^ 

high forest.'** 

coast.’* 

forests/** 

high forest.^ 

Age. 

(1906) 

(1908) 

(1909) 

(1910) 

(1911) 

(1913) 

(1914) 

years. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

10 

2*2 

2*7 

2*9 

1*8 

2*0 

1*1 

1*3 

20 

4*4 

4*9 

5*3 

3*6 

4*8 

2*4 

3*2 

30 

6'7 

6*7 

7*5 

5*3 

■ ■ 7*2 

3*8 

5*5 

40 

8*9 

8*5 

9*7 

7*1 

9*3 

5*3 

7*8 


10*8 

10*3 

11*9 

9*0 

11*4 

6*9 

10*0 

60 

12-2 

11*9 

14*2 

10*9 


8*2 

11*8 

70 

13*2 . 

13*3 

15*9 

12*8 


9*7 

13*4 

so 

';-vI3*7 . ■■ 

14*8 

17*5 

14*5 


11-2 

15*0 

90 


16*2 

19*0 

16*2 


12*6 

16*4 

lUO 


17*5 

20*3 

17*8 


13*8 

17*8 

110 


18*6 

21-7 

19*3 


15*0 

19*1 

120 


19*6 

22-9 

20*8 


16*1 

20*3 

130 


20*6 

23*9 

. . 


17*2 

21*4 

140 


21*5 

25*0 



18*3 

" ■ 22*5 ■ ■ ^ ■■ 

150 


22*4 

25*9 

... 


19*4 

23*6 

160 


23*2 

26*8 



20*5 

■ 24*6 

' 170 


24*0 

27*5' ' ^ 



21*6 

25*6 

ISO 


24*7 

28*2': : 

: ■ . .. ■. 





'Note . — Diameter excludes bark: average bark thickness 0*33 in. in Ankola, 0*3 in. in 
Kalinaddi slopes and Sopinhosalli. ' .. 

Measurements by D. A. Thomson. ^ Measurements by R. S. Pearson. 

Measurements by P. E. Aitchison. 
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Mr. H. Tireman has recorded the following measurements, made in 1916, 
of trees which sprang tip in two teak plantations in Coorg, formed in 1884 
and 1891, and therefore 32 and 25 years old respectively : 


Plantation of 1884. Plantation of 1891. 



Girth at 


Girth at 

Height. 

breast height. 

Height. 

breast height. 

ft. 

ft, in. 

ft. 

ft. in. 

(1)65 

2 9 

(1)50 

\ 2 5 

(2)61 

2 8 

(2) 49 

2 6 

(3) 60 

2 8 

(3) 48 

2 8 

(4) 58 

1 10 

(4)47 

2 7 

(5) 51 

1 10 

(5) 45 

2 2 

(6) 50 

2 10 

(6) 45 

1 10 


Since the age of these trees cannot be greater than that of the plantations, 
the mean annual girth increments would be at least 0*91 and 1*13 in. in the 
two plantations respectively. 

Measurements in North Malabar gave the following results : 

Average age at 6 in. diameter 28 years. 


?> 

» 12 „ 

99 

50 

> j 

„ 18 „ 

■ 99 

72 

If 

24 „ 

99 

103 


Gamble’s specimens gave six to eight rings per inch of radius, represeiitiiig 
a mean annual girth increment of 0*78 to 1*05 in. 

2, Co'ppice. Mr. H. Murray records the following measurements of 
coppice-shoots in Belgaiim : 


Age. 

Height. 

Diameter. 

years. 

ft. 

in. 

5 

10-5 

2-3 

10 

19-0 

3-6 

15 

23-0 

4-6 

20 

27*5 

0-8 

25 

31-5 

6*9 

30 

34-5 

8*0 

35 

37-0 

9-0 

40 

39-0 

9-75 


5. Lagerstroemia macrocarpa, WaU. A^ern. Konpyimna, Burm. 

A moderate-sized tree, somewhat resembling L. Flos-Reginae^ but with 
larger leaves and flowers. The latter are 3 in. or more in diameter, and the 
tree is extremely handsome when in flower in the hot season. This species is 
most commonly found in the plains forests and on cultivated lands, often in 
rather low bushy form ; it is usually confined to moist or even swampy 
situations. 

6. Lagerstroemia hypoleuca, Kurz. Vern. Pyinma^ Burm. (in Andamans) ; 
PdbddyA.Vi&, 

A large deciduous tree with thin whitish bark. Wood hard, durable, 
used for building, shingles, wheel- work, and other purposes ; apt to split in 
seasoning. This is one of the principal species of the Andamans, where it 
occurs chiefly in deciduous forests associated with Pterocarpus dalbergioides, 
Terminalia bialata, T. Manii, T. Catappa^ Odina Wodier, Bombax insigne, 
Alhizzia Lebbelc, Adenanthera pavonina^ Sterculia spp,, and others. Lager- 
stroemia hypolenca is found usually on sandy soil on low ground, and is less 
common in the hills. It extends into evergreen forevSt, where it is associated 


Fig. 2 28 Diiahanga sonneratioides — Seedling x ^ 

a— Seed x 5 b-d Germination _ stages (b and c x 5, d x 2|) e, f — Development of seedling 
during first season x g - i~Development of seedling during second season x J 





LAGERSTROEMIA 


605 


wifcli various species of Dipterocarpus and other trees. Mr. C. G. Rogers ^ 
notes that the tree seeds freely nearly every year, and the seeds germinate 
easily ; on Wilson Island he mentions that natural reproduction in very open 
forest is remarkably good, extensive thickets of this species being found. 
Mr. F . H, Todd ^ notes that natural reproduction is good in the North Andaman. 
Flowers June- July ; fruits cold season (Kurz). 

2. DUABANGA, Ham. 

Iliiahanga sonneratioMes, Ham. Vern. Lampatia, Nep. ; KkoJccm, Ass. ; 
Ilyaukngo, Mau4ettanshe, Burm. (Fig. 229.) 

A large deciduous tree with characteristic long horizontal branches 
drooping at the ends, and opposite large sessile leaves. Bark greyish brown, 
peeling off in thin flakes. Under forest conditions the tree forms a long clean 
bole. Sometimes it attains a very large girth ; Mr. J. W. A. Grieve measured 
a tree 18 ft. in girth in the Tista valley. Wood grey or yellowish grey, soft, 
seasoning well vdthout warping or splitting, excellent for tea-boxes, for wliich 
it is largely used ; also used for canoes, and has been reported on as a good 
wood for match manufacture. As a fast-growing useful softwood this tree is 
well worth more attention. 

Distribution and habitat. Eastern sub-Himalayan tract, ascending to 
3,000 ft., Assam, Manipur, Chittagong, Burma, Andamans, and Nicobars. It 
occurs mainly along the banks of streams and on the sides of moist ravines, 
springing up on landslips and other places where the soil has been exposed, 
always on well-drained ground. It is essentially a tree of moist warm climates. 
In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies from 
98^ to 110° F., the absolute minimum from 36° to 60° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 50 to 200 in. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. The tree is leafless for 
a time in the hot season. The clusters of large showy white flowers appear 
at the ends of the long spreading branches in February-March, weighing them 
down at the ends. The capsules ripen in the end of April or during May, The 
seeds (Fig, 228, a) are minute, averaging 0*05 in. long, tapering at each end 
to a point, and very light. Tests at Dehra Dun showed that the seed retains 
its vitality fairly well for a year. The tree flowers and fruits at an earl}’* age 
(six years in the case of a tree planted at Dehra Dun). 

Germination (Fig. 228, b-d), Epigeous. The testa splits at one end 
and the radicle emerges ; the h^^ocotyl elongates, carrying the testa above 
ground, and the latter falls with the expansion of the cotyledons. 

The SEEDLING (Fig. 228). 

Moots : primary root at first minute, resembling a fine thread, with a mass 
of woolly hairs round upper part ; by end of first season from two to several 
inches long, moderately thick, with long branching fibrous lateral roots, chiefly 
from upper part of main root. Hypocotyl distinct, at first less than 0-1 in. 
long, very fine, white or green, afterwards elongating to 0*2-0-3 in., becom- 
ing thicker, often dark red. Cotyledons at first less than 0-05 in. long, after- 

1 Report on the ExiDloration of the Forests in the South Andaman and other Islands, 1906, 
para. 23, ■, 

2 Draft working Plan for the North Andaman, 1906. : 
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wards enlarging to 0- 15-0*2 in. by 0*1 in., ovate, apex rounded, base obtuse 
or sub-cordate, entire, delicate, green, later often turning dark red. Stewi erect, 
quadrangular, the corners winged by the decurrent leaf -bases, glabrous, green 
with a pink tinge in first season ; internodes in first season 0*1-0 *5 in. long. 
Leaves simple, alternate on main stem, opposite on side branches, sub-sessile 

■ or with petioles up to 0*2 in. long, exstipulate, first two or three leaves often 
small and abortive. Normal leaves 1-3 in. by 0-3-0-9 in. in first season, up 
to 8 by 2 in. in second season, oblong lanceolate, acute or acuminate, base 
elongated and decurrent down petiole and stem, decurrent wings expanding 
abruptly on joining stem, entire, glabrous, dark green with petiole and decur- 
rent wings often pink. 

After germination the young seedlings are extremely minute, almost 
resembling green powder on the surface of the ground ; they are smaller even 
than those of Adina cordifolia or StepJiegyne parvifolia. The growth during 
the first season is slow, a height of only 1 or 2 in. being attained by the end 
of the year. During the second year the growth is more rapid, a height of 
2 ft. or more being attained ; thereafter the growth is very rapid. Seedlings 
raised at Dehra Dun proved to be very sensitive to drought and frost ; the 
former is seldom and the latter never experienced within its habitat. The 
seedhngs are somewhat subject to the attacks qf insects, and in the forest 
young plants are readily eaten by deer and cattle. Young saplings develop 
characteristic long horizontally spreading branches at an early age. 

Natubal RBPKoniTOTiON. Natural seedlings spring up on newly exposed 
ground such as landslips and river-banks, and appear to require for their 
development an abundance of light and absence of drip from overhanging 
trees. Complete drainage and loose but moist soil also appear to be necessary. 
Natural reproduction comes up readily on banks of silt in the beds of 
rivers. Mr. Gamble^ describes the profusion with which natural seedlings 
come up on the sites of old charcoal kilns in the Darjeeling tarai. The nearest 
seed-bearers were at least half a mile distant, and the seed must have been 
carried by wind. The sites of these charcoal kilns evidently offered ideal 
conditions for the germination of the seed and the development of the seedlings, 
which did not appear elsewhere in the neighbourhood, even on recently hoed 
ground. 

Experiments at Dehra Dun showed that if seed is scattered soon after 
ripening oyer fine earth or powdered charcoal in the open it is washed into 
heaps by the early monsoon showers, and the minute seedlings appear in 
groups, but are washed away in quantities during the rains. Only where the 
drainage is perfect and the young plants grow vigorously enough to obtain 
hold of the ground before being washed away, is it possible for any seedlings 
to survive the first season. In the case of charcoal-covered ground it is 
probable that the exceptional vigour induced by the porosity of the germinating 
bed is the main cause of the survival of the young seedlings. 

Artificial reprodtjctiox. Direct sowings on bare hoed ground have 
been carried out frequently in Bengal, and landslips are occasionally sown up 
vith success. On the whole, however, sowings have proved a failure owing 
chiefly to the liability of the young plants to be \vashed away during the first 

■ season. , 


^ Ind. Forester, iv (ISTS-O), p. 245. 
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Fiq. 230. Duabanga sonneratioides, crop 6 years old, Darjeeling hills. 
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In the Mongpoo plantations of the Cinchona Department, in the Darjeeling 
hills, the seed is sown about the end of May or beginning of June in well-raised 
seed-beds of porous soil which have been very little manured, and the beds 
are sheltered by sloping double bamboo mats about 3 ft. cibove the ground. 
The seedlings are jDricked out once and are not planted out until early in the 
rains of the following year, when thej" are about 1 ft. high. 

Experiments at Dehra Dun showed that it is impossible to raise seedlings 
in open seed-beds, as the minute seedlings are w^ashed away or beaten down 
and destroyed by heavy rain. The best results were attained by mixing the 
seeds with fine earth and scattering the mixture on very fine porous soil or 
on pow^dered charcoal in May or early June in boxes kept under cover or in 
w^ell-raised seed-beds protected from rain by screens. Great care is necessary 
to water the beds or boxes with a very fine spray. The seedlings may be 
pricked out w^hen about 1-2 in. high, and transplanted at the beginning of 
the next rainy season. Little difficulty was experienced in transplanting the 
seedlings provided the roots were kept enclosed in balls of earth. Basket 
planting would probably prove successful, the seedlings being transferred to 
baskets towards the end of the first rainy season. 

Direct sowings on raised mounds under bamboo mats have given some 
success in the Tista forest division of Bengal. Mounds of loose soil 3 ft. by 
3 ft. at the base and 6 in. high are sown mth a pinch of seed and covered 
with bamboo mats 2 ft. by 2 ft. in size raised 1 ft. above the mounds. The 
mats are removed as soon as the seedlings are w^ell established, that is, about 
the end of the rainy season. Superfluous plants are removed and used to 
fill up gaps. 

In plantations protection from deer and cattle is necessary for the first 
few years. 

Rate oe grow^th. After the first year or t^vo the growth is rapid, an 
average height increment of 5 ft. a year or more being not unusual. A sapling 
at Dehra Dun attained a height of 9 ft. 2 in. and a girth of 6J in. at 4 ft. from 
ground-level by the end of the fourth season, including a height-growth of 
only about 1| in. during the first season; this, in a locality far outside its 
natural habitat, and subject to more severe cold than it is ordinarity accustomed 
to, is very fair growth. 

Measurements carried out by Mr. E. Marsden in 1917 in three sample 
plots in the Darjeeling hills gave the following results : 

Duabanga sonneratioides : measurements in sample plots, 

Darjeeling hills. 

After thinning. Yield from thinning in 1917. 

Volume per acre, solid. Volume per acre, solid. 
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Tiie second of these plots is shown in Fig. 230. These figures show a very 
rapid rate of growth and a high yield. Trees measured in 1915 in a plantation 
in the Jalpaiguri district had attained a height of 18 ft. in five years. 

The rate of growth as deduced from measurements in two unthinned 
sample plots in the Darjeeling division was as follows : ^ 

Duabanga sonneratioides : girth increment in unthinned sample plots, 

Darjeeling division. 


Age. 

Mean girth. 

Age. 

Mean girth. 

years. 

ft. in. 

years. 

ft. ill. 

^ 10 

1 lOi 

40 

5 2f 

20 

3 2 

50 

6 4 

30 

4 24 

60 

7 44 


The growth here is considerably slower than that shown in the first state- 
ment : this is possibly due to the fact that no thinnings were carried out. 

Ring-countings in respect of 25 trees in the Tista valley gave an average 
of 3-1 rings per inch of radius, representing a mean annual girth increment 
of 2*026 in, 2 

Gamble’s specimens averaged 5 rings per inch of radius (mean annual 
girth increment 1*26 in.), while one specimen showed 2 rings per inch (mean 
annual girth increment 3*14 in.). 

3. SONNERATIA, Linn. f. 

This genus comprises trees with opposite entire thick leaves, growing in 
the mangrove swamps of littoral regions (see under ‘ Rhizophoraceae ’). There 
are four Indian species, of which two, S. acida, Linn, f., and S. apetala, Ham., 
are fairly widely distributed along the coasts and two, 8. alba, Smith, and 
8. Griffithii, Kurz, are far more local, 

Species 1, 8. apetala, Ham.; 2. 8 , acida, Linn, f.; 3. 8. Griffithii, Kurz; 
4. 8 , alba, Smith. 

1. Sonneratia apetala. Ham. Vern. Keora, Beng. ; Kandal, Mar. ; Ky- 
lanhi, Tel. ; Marama, Tam. ; Kanbala, Burm, 

A small to moderate-sized evergreen tree with slender drooping branches 
and light glaucous-green foliage. Bark black, smooth, with horizontal oval 
lentieels. The tree produces thin upright rather sharp pneumatophores from 
its superficial roots. It coppices vigorously. ^ Wood moderately hard, used 
for planking, furniture, knees of boats, and fuel. 

Disteibxjtiok AHD HABITAT. Tidal forests of the coasts of India and 
Burma. This is one of the chief constituents of the mangrove formation, 
growing gregariously and springing up in more or less pure patches, usually 
on new alluvial land thrown up in the form of islands or of flats in the bends 
of tidal rivers and estuaries. It is a common tree in the Sundarbans, appearing 
on newly formed land and gradually dying out on the higher ground, where 
it tends to be replaced by Heritiera Fomes and other species. 

FiiOWEEiHG AND BRiJiTiNG. The wMtish flowers appear from April to 
June. Ripe fruits have been received from the Sundarbans in September. 

^ Statistics compiled in the Silviculturist’s Office, 1916-17, Ind. For. Bee., vol. vi, pt. v. 

2 ’V^T'orking Plan for the Darjeeling Forests, J. W. A. Grieve, 1912. 
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They are globose, about 0-7-0-8 in. in diameter, fleshy, indehisceiit, containing 
several angular irregularly-shaped seeds about 0*3 in. long, with a rather hard 
testa. The fruits are buoyant, and are distributed by w^ater ; they are also 
said to be eaten by birds. After falling they soon rot and disintegrate, the 
seed being scattered. 

Germinatiois^. Epigeous. The testa splits at one end and the radicle 
emerges. The hypocotyl arches and the testa is carried above ground, falling 
with the expansion of the cotyledons. 

Rate of growth. Mr. Trafford ^ notes that this tree grows more rapidty 
than any other in the Sundarbans ; he estimates the mean annual girth 
increment at 1*2 in. 

2. Sonneratia acida, Linn. f. Vern. Ora, orcha, Beng. ; Tiwar, Mar. ; 
Thirala, Mai. ; Tabu, tamu, Burm. 

A small evergreen tree with dull green foliage and black shining lenticeiiate 
bark. It produces pneumatophores in the shape of asparagus-like rootlets 
emerging from the mud. This is another common species of the mangrove 
swamps, with an even wider distribution than S, apetala. 

3. Sonneratia GriffltMi, Kurz. 

A species of the Burma coast, strongly resembling 8. acida, 

4. Sonneratia alba, Smith. 

A shrub or small tree of the mangrove swamps of the Andamans, Mergui, 
and the Konkan (Brandis). 

4. WOODEORDIA, Salisb. 

Woodfordia floribunda, Salisb. Vern. Dhaula, dhau, ddvji, Hind. ; Dhaiti, 
Mar.; Jaji, Tel. ; Yetkyi, pattagye, panic, Bmm. 

A large shrub with more or less fluted stem and long spreading branches, 
widely distributed throughout India and the drier i)arts of Burma, ascending 
to 5,000 ft. in the Himalaya ; also in Africa, Arabia, China and elsewhere, 
and in Ceylon (rare). 

This is a common gregarious shrub which springs up on landslips, 
abandoned cultivation, and other open places, killing out grass and acting as 
a useful soil-improver and a most efficient nurse to tree species, including sal, 
which come up freely under its protective cover. For clothing landslips it 
is invaluable. It is not eaten by cattle, and is frost-hardy, and thus appears 
often in extensive pure masses- on open ground subject to grazing. In tracts 
where shifting cultivation has been practised the presence of old bushes of 
Woodfordia gradually dying out under the shade of poles of tree species usually 
indicates the site of a former cultivated clearing in which the shrub has 
appeared and the tree species have grown up through it, eventually sup- 
pressing it. ' 

The bright red flowers, which appear from January to April in axillary 
cymes along the spreading branches, make the plant a conspicuous sight. 
The capsules ripen from April to June and shed the minute seeds, which 
require open well-drained ground for germination. Mr. Haines notes that 
it scatters its seeds slowly for several weeks, and only that seed germinates 

^ Working Plan for the Sundarbans, 1912. 
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and survives which is lucky enough to fall just before a several days’ period 
of continuous wet weather.^ 

The most successful way in which to grow the plant artificially is to sow 
the seeds in broken bricks ; on ordinary seed-beds it is very difficult to obtain 
germination and to raise seedlings. The plant coppices well ; coppice-shoots 
five years old in the Gorakhpur district, United Provinces, averaged 10 ft. 3 in. 
in height. 

5. PUNICA, Linn. 

Punica Granatum, Linn. Pomegranate. Vern. Anar, Hind. ; Dharu, 
damna, Pb. 

A deciduous shrub or small tree, indigenous in Persia and Afghanistan ; 
wild and probably indigenous in Hazara, where it is very common and often 
gregarious on dry rocky ground on the limestone of the outer hill ranges at 
3,000-5,000 ft., often associated with Olea cuspidata ; also found in the Kagan 
valley up to 6,000 ft. on dry hill-sides. It is widely cultivated for the sake 
of its fruit, and is frequently found as an escape from cultivation, particularly 
in the Himalaya, where it ascends to 7,000 ft. and where it sometimes forms 
dense crops on the gravel and boulder deposits in the beds of dry ravines and 
similar places. It is cultivated from seed or from cuttings. In the Himalaya 
it flow^ers chiefly from April to July, and the fruits ripen from July to October. 


ORDER XXX. SAMYDACEAE 

Genera 1. Casearia, Jacq. ; 2. Homaliijm, Jaeq. 

1. CASE ARIA, Jacq. 

Species 1. C. tomentosa, Roxb. ; 2. C. glomerata, Roxb. 

1. Casearia toinentosa, Roxb. Vern. Ohilla, bheri, Hind. ; Modi, Mar. 

A small deciduous tree with spreading branches, tomentose leaves, and 
small greenish flowers clustered in the axils of the leaves. The wood is of 
little use, but the tree is common in the sub-Himalayan tract and the Indian 
Peninsula in deciduous forests, open scrub jungles, and waste lands. It often 
owes its abundance to its immunity from damage by grazing. It is very 
drought-hardy, as was shown in the abnormal drought of 1907 and 1908 in 
Oudh, It suffered much in the severe frost of 1905 in northern India, but 
apparently has good powers of recovery, since it is frequent in grassy blanks 
subject to annual frosts. The tree coppices well. The rate of growth in high 
forest is slow, sample plots in sal forest in the United Provinces showing mean 
annual girth increments of 0-09, 0*19, 0-22, and 0*34 in. Coppice-shoots grow 
more rapidly. Measurements made in 1911 in a coppice coupe one year old 
in the Tikri forest, Gonda, United Provinces, showed an average height of 
4*5 ft. as against 4-7 ft. for sal. Measurements made in 19io by Mr. McCrie 
in coppice coupes in Gorakhpur, United Provinces, showed the following 
results ioT Casearia tommtosa and sal respectively : 


i Inspection note, Palamau, 1915. 
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Casearia iomeniosa : coppice measurements, Gorakhpur, ITnited Provinces. 


Mean girth. Mean height. 


Age. 

('asearia. 

Sal. 

Casearia, 

: Sal. 

years. 

in. 

in. 

ft. 

ft. 

2 

— 

— 

3*.5 

3-0 

4 

1-7 

2*0 

6*0 

7*0 

6 

2-4 

2*9 

8*0 

10*3 

8 

3-0 

3*8 

9*5 

13*0 

10 

3*5. 

4*8 

11*0 

15*3 

12 

4-0 

5*8 

12*5 

17*5 

14 

4*5 

6*7 

14*0 

19*2 

16 

5*0 

7*5 

15*0 

20*9 


The following measurements were recorded in 1880 by Mr. A. F. Broun 
in coppice coupes at Bullawala, Dehra Dun : 

Casearia tomentosa : coppice measurements, Bullawala, Dehra Dun. 


Mean girth. Mean height. 


Age. 

Casearia^, 

Sal. 

Casearia. 

Sal. 

years. 

in. 

in. 

ft. 

ft. 

8 

5*2 

8*3 

12*5 

6*2 

8 

6*0 


22*0 


9 

7*2 

8*6 

15*0 

16*0 

10 

7*0 

5-9 

14*0 

11*9 


2. Casearia giomerata, Roxb. Syn. 0. graveolens, Dalz. Yern. Chilian, 
-nam, Hind. ; Giridi, ITriya ; Bohhada, Mar. ; Barkholi, Nep. 

A small to moderate -sized deciduous tree, sometimes a mere shrub, with 
long spreading branches and leaves which turn a deep coppery red in the cold 
season. Brandis unites C. glomerata, Roxb., and G, graveolens, Dalz. Gamble 
{Man, Ind, Timbers) describes the former as a large evergreen tree of the 
eastern Himalaya, Khasi hills, Sylhet, and hills of Upper Burma. Manson,^ 
describing the eastern Himalayan tree, notes that it is often found in second 
growth forest, perhaps most commonly on warm sunny aspects ; seedlings are 
plentiful and do well with plenty of light while thriving also under cover, and 
the tree is a capital nurse for restocking blanks. 

The tree is common in mixed forests throughout the greater part of India 
and ill Burma, where it is frequent in the lower mixed forests. The wood is 
little used. 

2, HOMALIUM, Jacq. 

Homaliiim tomentosum, Benth. Yeni, Mywukcliawy Bwn. 

A large deciduous tree with thin very smooth whitish bark, found in 
deciduous forests throughout Burma except in the drier parts of the dry zone. 
Also in Chittagong and the Northern Circars (Gamble). This is one of the 
most characteristic .trees of the mixed deciduous forests of Burma, its smooth 
clean white bole rendering it very conspicuous. It attains large dimensions ; 
Pig. 231 shows a tree 12 ft. in girth and 120 ft. in height. It is abimdant in 
the upper mixed forests with teak, Xylia dolabriformis, and their associates 
(see Pig. 232). It is also common in the better drained portions of the lower 
mixed forests, but not in areas which are water-logged for part of the year. 
Generally speaking, its presence appears to be an indication of good drainage. 

^ Working Plan for the Darjeeling Forests, 1893, 
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It seeds freely, and natural seedlings often spring up in great abundance, 
Btaiiding moderate shade and often forming dense pure thickets : in some of 
the teak plantations of Burma natural reproduction springs up freely and forms 
a lower story to the teak. The factors influencing natural reproduction have 
not been studied in detail. Seedlings raised at Dehra Dun succumbed to frost, 
which, however, is not met with in their natural habitat. The tree coppices 
well ; an average of 3 shoots per stool was recorded in coppice measurements 
in the Rangoon plains forests. The wood is tough and elastic, but is apt to 
develop small cracks in seasoning. It is an excellent fuel. The rings are 
distinct on a smooth cross-section. A specimen from Burma showed 9 rings 
per inch of radius, giving a mean annual girth increment of 0*7 in. 

ORDER XXXI. DATISCACEAE 

TETRAMELES, R. Br. 

Tetraoieles iiudiflora, R. Br. Vern. Jermala, bondah, Kan. ; Ugad, Mar. ; 
Chini, Tam., Mai. ; Thitpdh, Burm. ; Baing, U. Burm. 

A lofty deciduous tree with a long clean bole and immense plank buttresses 
at the base. Bark greyish white, fairly smooth. This tree is a conspicuous 
one in moist tropical and evergreen forests in the eastern sub-Himalayan tract 
and outer hills. Western Ghats and Mlgiris, and in Burma, towering above 
the evergreen vegetation. Gamble records a tree measured by him in the 
Buxa forests, Bengal, 154 ft. high and 15 ft. in girth. It sheds its leaves about 
January, and the new leaves do not appear until late in the hot season or early 
in the rains. The yellowish green flowers, which appear in February-March 
when the tree is leafless, are much sought after by bees, which often build 
their hives in this tree : the capsules ripen in April-May, and the small seeds 
are carried to a distance by the wind. The rate of growth is rapid, but no 
detailed records are available. The wood is whitish, soft, rather coarse, and 
not durable ; in southern India it is used for dug-out canoes, after treatment 
with fish oil to increase its durability : it is also used for rough packing-cases 

ORDER XXXIL CACTACEAE 

OPUXTIA, Mill. Prickly pear. 

The name ' prickly pear ’ has been given to certain species of 
introduced from South America, The commonest species naturalized in India 
is 0. Dilleniii Haw., with flat succulent jointed branches, long sharp spines, 
and tufts of bristles ; the flowers are bright yellow tinged with red. A red- 
flowered species common in the neighbourhood of Madras is said to be 0. 
s'pi%osi8sima,W5i. 

Prickly pear was introduced into India, it is believed, less than a century 
ago, but it has spread with such rapidity in the drier parts of the country, 
particularly in the Deccan and southern India, that it is now one of the most 
noxious weeds with which the forest officer has to contend. Provided it is 
kept in check it is an extremely good hedge plant, pieces of the stem and 
branches stuck in the ground quickly talcing root, spreading and forming an 




Fig. 231. Homalium tomentosum, girth 12 ft., height 120 ft., Minhla reserve^ 
Tharrawaddy, Burma ; the bamboo is Bambusa polijmor^lia. 
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Homalium tomentosum (two white smooth-barked trees, the right 
hand one forked) in upper mixed forest, Prome, Burma. 
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impenetrable and formidable hedge. The fruits are eaten by man, animals, 
and birds, and the seeds are spread by their agency. The plant thrives on 
dry barren ground and is amply protected by its spines, and thus it spreads 
unchecked over waste and forest lands even where there is heavy grazing. 
To some extent it serves a useful purpose in grazed areas, in affording protec- 
tion to seedlings of forest trees, which are able to establish themselves amid 
the clumps of prickly pear. But any good effect the plant may have in this 
respect is far outweighed by the harm it does in monopolizing large areas to 
the exclusion of forest growth and fodder grass. 

Various efforts have been made to eradicate prickly pear over given areas, 
particularly in Madras, but the process has proved a costly one. Mere cutting 
or uprooting is of httle avail, since the cut pieces, if left on the ground, merely 
take root and produce new masses of pricldy pear. Bur3dng the cut pieces 
in deep pits has been tried, but even with a covering of earth 1 ft. thick new 
plants made their way up and the surface of each pit became a dense mass 
of prickly pear. Stacking the cut pieces on a layer of brushwood and burning 
them proved more successful, the stacks being left to dry for a few months 
and then burnt : a few young plants subsequently came up, but they were 
dug up without difficulty. Mr. A. Lodge has tried poisoning the prickly pear 
by cutting it into pieces and watering them with a weak solution of arseniate 
of soda ; the results were quite successful, the pieces turning black and 
shrivelling up, but the operation was expensive, and the use of a deadly poison 
necessitated careful supervision. 

It is doubtful if the eradication of prickly pear over extensive areas will 
be feasible unless some means can be discovei’ed of recouping the cost by 
providing for its remunerative utilization. When deprived of its spines it is 
utilizable as fodder for cattle, though the latter appear to take to it only by 
degrees. An interesting experiment in burning off the spines and feeding 
cattle with chopped-up pieces of prickly pear, to which 6 per cent, by weight 
of cotton seed was added, is described by Messrs. E. W. Horn and S. G. Mut- 
kekar in the Agricultural Journal of India, vol. ix, pt. ii (April 1914), p. 190. 
The experiment in question proved decidedly successful, the animals gaining 
appreciably in weight and condition. A method of burning off the spines 
with vaporized petrol is described in the Indian Forester, vol. xlii (1916), 
p. 379 (quoting from the Pioneer). Other possible uses for the prickly pear 
which have been suggested are the manufacture of alcohol or of paper pulp. 

ORDER XXXIIL RUBIACEAE 

A large and important order, furnishing not only useful timber trees but 
also trees and shrubs yielding drugs, dyes, and edible products, e. g. Cinchona, 
Coffea, Morinda, and Rubia. Most of the important timber trees {Antlio- 
cephalus, Adina, Nauclea, and Stephegyne) are characterized by very small 
light seeds which for successful germination require bare ground devoid of 
weed-growth, while the minute seedlings are liable to perish in quantity through 
being washed away by rain ; their reproduction is therefore dependent on 
somewhat special conditions. 

General. Axthocephalus, A. Rich. ; 2.' Adina, Salisb. ; 3. Stephegynb, 
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Kortli. ; 4. Nauclea, Limi. ; 5. HyME:NODiCTYO]Nf, Wall. ; 6. Wbndlandia, 
Bartl. ; 7. Gardenia, Linn..; 8. Randia, Linn. 

L ANTHOCEPHALUS, A. Ricli. 

Anthoeephaliis €adaml)a, Miq. Syn, A. indicus, A. Rich.; Nauclea 
Gadamba, Roxb. ; Sarcoce^phalus Gadamba, Knrz. Vern. Kadam, Hind. ; 
Boghu, Ass. ; Kadwal, Kan. ; Kadambe, Tel. ; Vellei kadambuy Tam.. ; MaUy 
Burm. 

A large deciduous (or sometimes evergreen ? ) tree with spreading branches 
and rather large shining leaves with prominent veins ; the leaves are much 
larger in young saplings and coppice-shoots than in older trees. Bark grey, 
smooth in young trees, becoming darker and longitudinally fissured in older 
trees, exfoliating in small rectangular plates, yellowish brown inside. Wood 
yellowish white, soft, an excellent tea-box wood, and also used for planking, 
dug-out canoes, &c. ; has been highly recommended for match manufacture. 
This tree deserves more attention as a useful fast-growing soft- wooded species. 

Distribution and habitat. The sub-Himalayan tract from Nepal east- 
wards, Bengal, Assam, Chota Nagpur (valleys in Singhbhum, Haines), Burma, 
Northern Circars, and the w^est coast from North Kanara southwards to Tra* 
vancore, but Talbot does not considerlt indigenous ?n the Bombay Presidency ; 
also in Ceylon. It is cultivated in many parts of India. It % a tree of moist 
warm regions, frequenting moist types of deciduous and evergreen forests, and 
often occurring on alluvial ground along rivers and also on swampy ground. 
It prefers deep well-drained moist alluvium ; on stiff badly-drafned ground 
the growth is poor. In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade 
temperature varies from 96° to 110° F., the absolute minimum from 38° to 
60° F.j and the normal rainfall from 60 to 200 in. or more. 

Leaf-shedding, flow^ering, and feuiting. The leaves fall in Ihe hot 
season, the tree becomSng leafless or nearly so. The small orange-coloured 
flowers, in globose heads 1-5 to 2 In. in diameter, appear chiefly from May to 
July. The fruits ripen and fall Sn January^February (Bengal Duars) ; the 
pseudocarp is a globose orange fleshy mass of closely packed capsules each 
contaMng a number of minute seeds (Fig. 233, a), the whole 1 •5-2*5 In. In 
diameter. The fruits are ea?en by man and also by cattle, fruit-bats, and 
ol^her anfmals, and by birds, ?he seeds being distributed by their agency. The 
^ree flowers and fruits at an early age (five years in the case of a tree at Dehra 
Dun). 

Geemination (Fig. 233, 6-e). Epigeous. The radicle emerges and the 
hypocotyl elongates, carrying above ground the cotyledons enclosed in the 
testa, which usually remeSns adhering to one cotyledon for some time before 
falling to the ground. 

The SEEDLING (Fig. 233), 

Boots : primary root at first thin, later becoming long and thick, terete, 
tapering : lateral roots numerous, long, distributed down main root but chiefly 
in its upper part. distinct from root, long, terete or 

slightly compressed, glabrous in young stages, Gotyledons sessile, under 
0*05 in. long, ovate, acute, entire. Stem erect, slightly compressed, sometimes 
grooved, finely Wmcniis© ; internodes 0‘3-l *2 in. long. Lejams simple, opposite, 
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first one or two pairs often abnormally small, 0- 1-0*4 in. long. Stipules 0*1- 
0*4 in. long, triangular, acuminate, fimbriate, pubescent, enclosing the terminal 
bud. Petiole 0*3-0*8 in. long, flattened above, pubescent. Lamina 1-4*5 in. 
by 0*4-2*5 in., elliptical ovate or obovate, apex acute or acuminate, base 
tapering, entire, glabrous or glabrescent above, pubescent beneath ; venation 
arcuate, lateral veins 5-8 pairs, veins of younger leaves often pink. 

The 3^ouiig seedlings for the first few weeks after germination are minute, 
and growth during the first season is comparativety slow, a height of 2-6 in. 
being ordinarily attained by the end of the season. From the second season 
onwards, however, the grovi:h is very rapid. Seedlings raised at Dehra Dun 
reached a height of 6-8 ft. by the end of the second season, and under climatic 
conditions more suited to this species the growth is faster. 

In their younger stages the seedlings are very sensitive to drought and 
are also liable to damp off with an excess of moisture in the soil. They are 
very sensitive to frost, which, however, is unknown in the natural habitat of 
the tree. Seedlings are much subject to damage by insects, especially during 
the first few weeks. 

Silvicultural characters. Although young plants will stand a little 
shade, and require protection from the heat of the sun in their earlier stages, 
the tree may be regarded as a light-demander ; saplings grown under shade 
become spindly in their efforts to reach the light. The tree coppices vigorously. 
It is sensitive to frost, which, however, does not occur in its natural habitat. 
Young saplings are very subject to damage from browsing by cattle and deer, 
and in grazed areas are prevented from making headway. 

Natural reprobuctiox. As already noted, the fruits are readily eaten 
by cattle and other animals and by birds, and the seeds are spread by their 
agency. Fruits which fall to the ground and remain uneaten soon disintegrate 
or are partly consumed by white ants, and with the early showers preceding 
the monsoon the seeds are washed into heaps along with silt, germinating 
often in dense masses at the commencement of the rainy season : large numbers 
of the small seedlings are washed away and destroyed, and it is only where 
they obtain a secure lodgement until the end of the first rainy season that 
the^^ have a chance of surviving. Cattle are rather important agents in 
securing natural reproduction. Seedlings often come up in considerable 
quantities in grazed areas or in places where cattle are herded together : the 
young plants are browsed down regularly, but if cattle are kept out for a time 
the saplings shoot up and establish themselves. In the Bengal Duars excellent 
natural reproduction may be found coming up in areas previously grazed, but 
recently closed to grazing (see Fig. 234). In the same locality saplings may 
often be found springing up in grazed areas under the protection of thickets 
of Zizyphus Jujuba, Acacia Catechu^ and other thorny species. Reproduction 
also has a tendency to spring up on newly exposed ground, for example on 
the sides of new road embankments. Natural seedlings sometimes appear in 
great abundance ; thus Mr. S. E. Peal, quoted by Gamble, says he once 
estimated that he weeded out 450,000 seedlings on 25 acres of clearance. 

Artificial reprobuctioh. The artificial raising of this species from seed 
is not difficult, but requires great care owing to the small size of the seeds 
and the seedlings and their liability to be washed away, and to the sensitiveness 
of the seedlings to drought on the one hand and excessive moisture on the 
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other. Direct sowings cannot be relied on. Young plants can be raised 
successfully by broadcasting on well-pulverized fine earth either in well-raised 
nursery -beds or in boxes ; it is necessary that the beds or boxes should be 
sheltered from the sun and rain, watering being carried out with a very fine 
spray frequently but sparingly. Sowing may be done from March to May, 
and the plants should be pricked out in beds during the first season, when 
about 2 in. high. The larger plants may be transplanted during the first 
rainy season, but the remainder should be kept for a year in the beds and 
transplanted early in the following rainy season. 

Rate of okowth. During its earlier years the growth is very rapid. 
Trees planted in 1911 in an avenue at Rajabhatkhawa in the Buxa Duars 
reached a girth of over 2 ft. and a height of 30 ft. in four years. Mr. S. E. Peal ^ 
says that the growth is remarkably rapid for the first six or eight years, 
averaging 10 ft. in height per annum ; the growth becomes slower up to 
twenty years and then becomes very slow. He records measurements of trees 
sixteen years old which had reached a girth of 5 ft. 5 in. at 6 ft. and 3 ft. 8 in. 
at 30 ft. from ground-level ; for tea-box planking he considers it most profitable 
to fell at twelve years of age. Sir George Hart notes a ease of rapid growth on 
a low-ljdng alluvial flat along the Saing river in Toungoo, Burma. Here an 
attempt was made to establish a teak plantation in 1895. The teak failed, 
but Anthocephalus Cadamba came in naturally. In January 1918, when they 
could not have, been more than twenty-two years old, some of the trees were 
measured and found to have girths of 7 ft. 6 in., 6 ft. 5 in., 5 ft. 7 in. (twice), 
and 5 ft. 6| in. ; the height was estimated to be not less than 100 ft., and was 
probably more nearly 120 ft. 

2. ADINA, Salisb, 

Adiiia eordifolia, Hook. f. Syn. Nauclea cordifoUa, Willd. Vern. Haldu, 
Hind. ; Heddi, Mar. ; Yettagal, Kan. ; Manja kadambu, Tam. and Mai. ; 
Hnaw, Burm. ^ 

A large deciduous tree with a large crown and cordate leaves. Under 
forest conditions the tree produces a long straight clean bole, but it is often 
buttressed and fluted at the base, the buttresses sometimes being of irregular 
and fantastic shapes. In more isolated positions it produces a thick bole and 
massive branches with a large spreading crown (see Pig. 236). Bark grey, 
exfoliating in patches which leave indentations, pinkish inside. Wood yellow, 
moderately hard, even grained, used for building, furniture, turnery, bobbins, 
boxes, &c. The tree attains large dimensions. Mr. A. Rodger records one 
17 ft. in girth in the Paungadaw reserve, Ruby Mines district. Upper Burma. 
Mr. H. R. Blanford in 1917 took measurements of a Pic'W^-bound tree felled 
in the Katha district, Upper Burma. The tree was hollow, and the breast- 
height girth over the Ficus was 24 ft. 5 in. Other dimensions recorded were : 
(1) total height 138 ft. ; (2) length of bole 61 ft. ; (3) height to first branch 48 ft. ; 
(4) girth at height of 32 ft. from ground 14 ft. 2 in., and at height of 56 ft. 
from ground 13 ft. 2 in. 

Distribution and habitat. Adwa cordi/oKa is found scattered in 
deciduous forests throughout the greater part of India and Burma ; also in 

^ Ind. Forester, X (1884), p. 245 (quotiiig from Ind. Tea Gazette.). 
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Fig. 234. AntJiocepJialus Cadamba, natural reproduction on an area formerly 
grazed but free from grazing in recent years, Buxa division, Bengal. 


616 






Pie. 235. Adina cordifolia, vigorous seedling in Pie. 236. Adina cordifoUa, Siwalik hills. United Provinces. 

third season, tax^root broken. 


ADINA 


617 


the dry regions of Ceylon. In the sub-Himaiayan tract large trees are found 
along the lower slopes of the outer hills from the Jumna eastwards and on 
the boulder terraces at the base of these hills, where it is sometimes almost 
gregarious. It is also a familiar tree in the sal forests of the United Provinces. 
It is fairly common in mixed deciduous and sal forests in Chota jSTagpur, and 
is scattered throughout the greater part of the Central Provinces and the 
Indian Peninsula generally. In Burma it is found both in the upper mixed 
and in the lower mixed deciduous forests. 

The tree is found most frequently, and attains its best development, on 
well-drained ground, for instance along the lower slopes of hills among boulders ; 
it also grows weU on alluvial ground provided the drainage is good. Like 
Stephegyne parvifolia it is sometimes met with in the sub-Himalayan tract 
round the edges of swampy depressions where the soil is stiff and the 
drainage deficient, but in such places it is always stunted and tends to 
Become stag-headed early. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 100° to 118° F., the absolute minimum from 30° to 55° P., and the normal 
rainfall from 35 to 150 in. 

Leaf-sheddixg, floweeing, and fruiting. The leaves are shed about 
February and the trees remain leafless until about May-June, when the new 
foliage appears. The large whitish stipules enclosing the leaf-buds are con- 
spicuous ; they fall to the ground when the young leaves appear. The yellow 
globose flower-heads, about 0*6-1 in. in diameter, appear from June to August. 
By October the globose fruit-heads are almost fully formed, but are still green 
and unripe ; they do not actually ripen and shed their seeds until from April 
to June of the following year (northern India). The fruit-head (Fig. 237, a) 
consists of a large number of small two-valved many-seeded capsules. After 
the capsule-valves and seeds have been shed the remains of the fruit-heads 
appear like small prickly balls formed of the bristle-like axes of the capsules ; 
these, on their peduncles 1-3 in. long, soon faU to the ground and may be found 
there in quantity during the rainy season. Sometimes the ripe fruit-head falls 
before shedding the seeds, which may even germinate within the fallen fruit- 
head (Fig. 237, b). 

The seeds (Fig. 237, c) are very small and light, 0*06 to 0*12 in, long, brown, 
with numerous minute longitudinal wrinkles, one end tapering to a point, the 
other terminating in a pair of pointed appendages. As many as 11,000 seeds 
weigh 1 gramme, giving over 300,000 to the ounce avoirdupois. Tests carried 
out at Dehra Dun showed that the seed, if carefully stored, retains its vitality 
weU for at least a year. 

Germination (Fig. 237, d~~g), Epigeous. The minute radicle emerges 
from the blunt end of the seed, the hypocotyl elongates, arching slightly, and 
the testa, enclosing the cotyledons, is carried above ground, falling with their 
expansion. 

The seebling (Fig. 237). 

Boots : primary root in first season very fine, white, delicate, with a dense 
mass of woolly hairs in the upper part which soon disappears; in the second 
season much thickened, tough, terete, tapering, yellowish brown : lateral 
roots moderate in number and length, fibrous, distributed down main root, 
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chief lateral roots thickening considerably in second season. Hypocotyl distinct 
from root, 0-1-0-15 in. long, very. fine and delicate, white turning green. 
Cotyledons sub-'sessile or very shortly petiolate, up to 0*1 in. long, ovate, 
acute, base truncate or sub-cordate, entire, foliaceous, delicate, green, glabrous. 
Stem erect, terete or compressed, delicate at first, becoming woody later, 
tomentose ; internodes at first 0*l-'0*2 in. long, in second season up to 1 in. 
long. Leaves simple, opposite decussate. Leaves of the first season usually 
only two pairs : petiole up to 0-05 in. long, lamina 0-1-0-5 in. by 0-08-0-4 in., 
ovate, acute or obtuse, base obtuse, entire, usually reddish, glabrous, or 
minutely pubescent beneath. Leaves of second season : stipules 0-2-0-5 in. 
long, ovate, obovate or elliptical, pale green, terminal pair enclosing terminal 
bud : petiole up to 0*5 in. long, flattened above, tomentose : lamina up to 

3- 5 by 2 in., elliptical ovate, acute, base acute or obtuse, more rarely cordate, 
entire, glabrous above, paler and minutely pubescent beneath, lateral veins 
6“9 pairs. 

For some little time after germination the seedlings'are extremely minute 
and delicate, and are very liable to be washed away or beaten down by the 
rain. During the first season their development is slow, many attaining 
a height of only 1 in. or less, with two or three pairs of leaves, though under 
favourable conditions the more vigorous individuals may attain a height of 

4- 6 in. or even more, with seven or eight pairs of leaves. During the second 
season the growth is more rapid, a height of 1-2 ft. or even more being attained 
under favourable conditions, though on stiff soil or weed-covered ground the 
growth is poor ; good drainage and a free porous soil are essential conditions 
for successful development. The taproot remains thin, but attains a fair length, 
during the first season ; during the second season, however, it thickens con- 
siderably, attaining in some cases a diameter of as much as | in. The seedlings 
are very sensitive to frost and drought. The leaves turn reddish-brown in 
the cold season and faU about November to February, the new leaves appearing 
about March or later (northern India). Fig. 235 shows a vigorous seedling 
in the third season. 

In the forest the seedlings require some practice to recognize, even when 
two or three years old. Superficially they are not unlike those of Clerodendron 
infortunatum, a plant often occurring in the sal forests where Adina is found. 
The Adina seedlings, however, can always be distinguished by the terminal 
stipules enclosing the bud, which are often reddish ; also their leaves are entire 
and glabrous, while those of Clerodendron seedlings are serrate and pubescent. 

SiLviciTLTTJBAL CHABACTEES. Although Seedlings spring up under 
moderate shade, and require protection from drought, from the sapling stage 
onwards the tree is a strong light-demander. Saplings are sensitive to the 
rubbing of their leading shoots by overhead trees, and their leaders tend to 
die where this takes place. The soil requirements of the tree have already 
been alluded to : good drainage is essential for the best development, trees 
on stiff soil remaining stunted. Although the seedlings are sensitive to drought 
the tree is moderately hardy ; it was only slightly affected in the abnormal 
droughts of 1899 and 1900 in the Indian Peninsula and 1907 and 1908 in Oudh. 
After the seedling stage it is moderately frost-hardy, having suffered only to 
a slight extent in the severe frost of 1905 in northern India. Young plants 
and coppice-shoots suffer more than those of almost any other species from 
browsing by cattle, goats, deer, and ; they have good power of recovery, 



Fig. 237. Adina covdifolia — Seedling 

a — Fruit-head x | b — Fruit-head with germinating seedlings x | c — Seed x 2 d - g -Germination 
stages X 2 h, i — Development of seedling to end of first season -f- j - 1 -— Development of seedling 
to end of second season x | (Seedling raised artificially, and more vigorous than a natural seedling) 
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but remain in a bushy condition with repeated browsing. In some localities 
bison and sambhar do much damage by barking saplings. The tree coppices 
readily up to a moderate size, producing numbers of shoots, chiefly from the 
base of the stool. 

NatijraIi repbobxjction, ■ The minute seeds, shed during the hot season, 
are often carried to a distance by the wind ; in some cases the fruit'heads 
fall before all the seed is shed, and the seed may germinate within the fruit - 
heads. Germination takes place early in the rainy season. The seeds are 
produced in vast numbers, but the proportion of seedlings which survive and 
establish themselves is relatively very small. The chief reasons for this are : 
first, that the minute seeds and young seedlings are very liable to be washed 
away and so perish; and second, that the seedlings in their early stage are 
very delicate. It is often recorded that the natural reproduction of this 
species is almost entirely absent ; this is, however, far from being the case, 
and such statements are probably as a rule the result of failure to recognize 
the seedlings. 

For successful germination under natural conditions bare ground appears 
to be essential, whereas for the successful establishment of the young seedling 
it is necessary that the seeds, or perhaps even the young seedlings, should be 
washed up out of the reach of floods during the first rainy season, and find 
a lodgement in a well-drained situation where the seedlings are not liable to 
be inundated or w^aslied away. Seedlings have actually been observed in 
greater or less abmidance in the following situations : (1) on small landslips 
on hill slopes ; young plants of all ages are often found on such ground at 
the base of the outer Himalaya ; ( 2 ) in loose earth and debris at the base 
of the hills ; where this material is washed out over natural well-drained 
terraces seedlings are often plentiful, and this no doubt explains the origin 
of the many large old trees found on the boulder terraces at the foot of the 
Himalaya ; (3) on well-drained alluvial ground near rivers, and on flat ground 
generally, always provided the ground is bare and not covered with weeds 
when the seed germinates ; on such ground seedlings may often be found in 
plenty on small natural humps or mounds, or round the bases of trees or 
termite heaps, where the seeds or young seedlings have been stranded during 
the rains ; as many as eight small seedlings were counted in the slightly raised 
earth round the base of one sal tree on flat ground in the Gorakhpur forests, 
United Provinces; (4) on abandoned cultivation, for instance in tamigya 
clearings in Burma, where natural reproduction often springs up in. quantity ; 
(5) on the sides of walls, embankments, and ditches ; on the side of the 
boundary trench round the Birpur forest rest-house, Gonda, United Provinces, 
were observed numerous saplings sprung from seed washed on to the sides 
of the trench, probably on new ground when the trench was made ; ( 6 ) round 
the edges of natural tanks and depressions where water lodges during the 
rains, the seeds being washed up out of the reach of floods and stranded ; 
(7) on the sites of old charcoal kilns ; seedlings often appear on these owing 
to the good drainage afforded ; ( 8 ) occasionally in the form of epiphytes in 
forks of or hollows in trees ; ( 9 ) in clefts in rocks ; a seedling I -3 ft. high and 
probably a few years old was found growing tightly wedged in a crack in 
a large sandstone boulder where there was no soil. 
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As regards light requirements, the young seedlings probably benefit from 
shade, provided this does not take the form of low weed-growth, since they 
are undoubtedly sensitive to drought. That they establish themselves well 
under moderate shade is certain from the fact that they may be found coming 
up in sal forest : numerous seedlings were observed thriving on bare alluvial 
ground under a well-thinned sissoo plantation in the Gorakhpur district, 
United Provinces, while in the same district seedlings, probably two or three 
years old, were found in plenty on bare ground under a light cover of Flemingia 
Chappar, That the admission of light greatly stimulates the establishment 
of natural reproduction is clear from the fact that in various parts of the sal 
forests of Oudh, where the canopy has been heavily opened out owing to the 
death of large numbers of trees during the abnormal drought of 1907 and 
1908, Adina saplings have appeared in quantity because of the admission of 
light ; no doubt many of these plants were present before the canopy was 
opened, but their growth since then has been greatly stimulated. A dense 
sal crop in the Gonda district was experimentally opened out in January 1911 
in the form of a regeneration felling for the sal ; the plot was inspected two 
years later, and found to contain numerous young Adina seedlings which had 
made their appearance owing to the admission of light. 

Protection from grazing is essential for the successful establishment of 
natural production, owing to the readiness with which animals browse down 
the young plants. 

Aetificial eepeodijction. As far as is known success has never been 
attained by means of direct sowings. Experiments at Dehra J3un, by which 
>seed was sown broadcast on hoed ground, as well as on ridges and in trenches, 
failed entirely, any seed which did germinate being washed away before the 
seedlings could gain a footing. In the United Provinces broadcast sowings 
on hoed ground have been tried from time to time, but failure has always 
been recorded. 

Experiments at Dehra Dun have shown that seedlings can be grown 
successfully in well-raised beds of fine sifted soil with a considerable proportion 
of sand, or better still on powdered charcoal, but it is essential that the beds 
should be covered with screens raised about a foot above them, in order to 
keep off rain and sun, and that watering should be done with a very fine spray. 
Seed-boxes, however, have proved more successful than seed-beds, and con- 
sidering the large number of seedlings obtainable from one box there is little 
question that raising in boxes is to be recommended in preference to any other 
method. The following procedure has given good results : 

The seed-box is filled to within about 1 in. from the top with finely sifted 
earth with a large proportion of sand, the surface is made smooth and watered, 
and the seeds are sown about April or May on the wet surface and very lightly 
covered with fine earth or sand. The box should be kept under cover, and 
watering with a very fine spray should be done frequently but sparingly. 
Germination ordinarily takes place in about three to six weeks. As soon as 
the seedlings are large enough to handle, that is, in about two to three months, 
they should be pricked out about 2 in. apart in boxes ; the more vigorous 
ones may even be pricked out about 4 in. apart in nursery-beds. The seedlings 
will he ready to plant out in the forest early the following rains. Transplanting 
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is not aiiatteiided with, risk owing to the liability of the seedlings to die of 
drought ; care is therefore necessary to keep a ball of earth round the roots. 
Risk is further avoided by pricking out the plants into baskets or bamboo 
tubes instead of into boxes or nursery-beds, so that there is no interference 
with the roots during transplanting. After transplanting it is advisable to 
keep the soil round the plants well loosened and free from weeds in order to 
stimulate vigorous growth and to prevent caking of the ground. 

Rate of geowth. The following results of girth measurements in high 
forest sample plots are available : 

Adina cordifolia : girth increment in high forest sample plots. 
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Coppice measurements by Mr. C. M. McCrie in 1910 in the Gorakhpur 
district, United Provinces, showed an average height and girth of 18*7 ft. and 
6*9 in. respectively in seven years, as compared with an average height and 
girth of 10*2 ft. and 3*87 in. respectively for sal in the same coupe. 

Measurements of coppice-shoots on somewhat poor stony ground in the 
Saitba block, Koihan forest division, Chota Nagpur, gave the following results : 

Adma cordifolia : coppice measurements, Saitba block, Koihan. 
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3. STEPHEGYNE, Korth. 

Species 1. S. parvifolia^ Korth. ; 2. S, diver sifolia, Hook, f. 

1. Stephegyne parvifolia, Korth. Syn. Nauclea paf'vifolia, Willd. ; Mitra- 
gyna parvifolia^ Korth. Vern. Kaem, phaldu, Hind. ; Kalamh, Mar. ; Kadawar, 
yetega, Kan. ; Chinna Jcadambu, Tam. ; Rattaganapa, Tel. ; Tein, teinfM, Burm. 

A large deciduous tree with a full rounded crown and a bole often short, 
fluted, and buttressed. Bark up to 0*8 in. thick, grey, smooth, exfoliating in 
scales which leave shallow depressions. Wood light pinkish brown, even 
grained, used for building, furniture, agricultural implements, bobbins, combs, 
cups, spoons, and other carved and turned articles ; it is less in demand than 
that of Adina cordifolia. Under favourable conditions the tree reaches large 
dimensions: Fig. 238 shows a tree on alluvial ground in the Swalik hills 
27 ft. 6 in. in girth and 78 ft. high. 

Distribution and habitat. Throughout the greater part of India and 
Burma, ascending to 4,000 ft. in the outer Himalaya ; also in Ceylon. Not 
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reported from north and east Bengal or Assam. Within its habitat the tree 
is scattered in deciduous forests, not as a rule in any great abundance. Like 
Adina cordifolia, with which it is often associated, it reaches its best develop- 
ment on well-drained ground with deep soil. It is, however, more tolerant 
of stiff badly-drained ground than Adina, and often grows more or less 
gregariously on low-lying ground with clayey soil, for example on badly- 
drained savannah lands in Burma, and in many localities round the edges of 
tanks and swamps ; in the tarai and plains of the sub-Himalayan tract it 
occurs frequently in low-lying somewhat swampy ground along with Eugenia 
Jamholana. In such places', however, its development suffers, and as a rule 
it remains stunted. In the Indian Peninsula it is often found on black cotton 
soil, and on alluvial ground near rivers. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 100° to 118° P., the absolute minimum from 30° to 55° E., and the normal 
rainfall from 35 to 130 in. 

Leae-sheddii^^g, floweuing, and fruiting. The leaves are shed about 
February-March, and the tree is leafless in April-May , the new leaves appearing 
about May (northern India). The fragrant globose white or pale yellow flower- 
heads, 0-7~l in. in diameter, appear from May to July, and the fruit-heads 
become full formed, but are still green and unripe, by October ; in northern 
India they do not ripen and shed their seeds until about April-May. Haines 
mentions that ri])e seed has also been collected in November in Chota Nagpur. 
The fruit-heads (Fig. 239, a) are globose, 0*5-0*7 in. in diameter, with numerous 
small two-valved many-seeded capsules. Sometimes the ripe fruit-heads fall 
before shedding the seeds, which may even be found germinating within the 
fallen fruit-heads (Fig. 239, b). The seeds (Fig. 239, c) are minute, 0*1-0*15 in. 
long, pointed at either end, light brown, very light, as many as 10,000 weighing 
1 gramme, giving nearly 300,000 to the ounce avoirdupois. 

Germination (Fig. 239, d-f). E|)igeous. The testa splits at one end and 
the minute radicle emerges, the hypocotyl elongates, arching slightly at first, 
and the testa, enclosing the cotyledons, is carried above ground, falling with 
their expansion. 

The seedling (Fig. 239). 

Boots : primary root in first season very fine, white and delicate, with 
a dense mass of woolly hairs in the upper part which soon disappears ; in 
second season much thickened, terete, tapering : lateral roots moderate in 
number and length, fibrous, distributed down main root. Hypocotyl distinct 
from root, 0*1-0*15 in. long, very fine and delicate, white turning green. 
Cotyledons Yerj shortly petiolate, up to 0*1 in. long, ovate, acute or rounded, 
base rounded, truncate or sub-cordate, entire, foliaceous, glabrous. Stem 
erect, delicate at first, becoming woody later ; internodes in first season very 
short, in second season up to 1 in. long. Leaves simple, opposite decussate. 
Leaves of first season usually only two pairs, sub-sessile or very shortly petiolate, 
0-1-0-5 in, by 0“08-0*4 in., ovate, acute or rounded, base obtuse or acute, 
entire, often reddish. 

Like those of Adina cordifolia, which they strongly resemble, the seedlings 
for some little time after germinating are extremely minute and delicate, and 
are very liable to be beaten down or washed away by rain. During the first 
season their growth is very slow, a height of barely | in. being ordinarily 
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Fig. 239. Stephegyne parinfolia — Seedling 

a -Fruit-head X I b — Old fruit-head with seedlings germinating x 2 c — Seed x 5 d-f — Germination stages x 5 

g - h — Development of seedling to end of first season x 3 
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attained by the end of the season, and usually about two pairs of foliage leaves 
being produced. 

Silvicultural characters. In early youth the tree stands a certain 
amount of shade, seedlings and saplings being often found under cover, but 
later it is a light-demander : as in the case of Adina cordifoUa, saplings are 
sensitive to the rubbing of their leading shoots by overhead trees. As already 
mentioned, the tree is capable of growing on badly-drained ground, but its 
growth suffers in such places. It is fairly hardy against drought, having 
suffered only to a slight extent in the abnormal di'oughts of 1907 and 1908 
in Oudh, and 1899 and 1900 in the Indian Peninsula. The tree coppices well 
up to a moderate size. In some localities bison are apt to damage poles of 
this species by stripping the bark off them. 

Natural reprobuction. So far as the natural reproduction of this tree 
has been studied, the conditions influencing it appear to be very similar to 
if not identical with those affecting the reproduction of Adma cordifolia. As 
in the case of the latter species, the minute seeds are scattered in the hot 
season, some remaining in the fruit-heads and germinating in them after they 
fall to the ground, and reproduction springs up in places similar to those in 
which Adina cordifolia reproduction appears, seedMngs of the two species being 
often found together. The survival of reproduction on badly-drained ground 
is, however, more marked than in the case of Adina. Natural reproduction 
sometimes comes up fairly freely on abandoned cultivation. 

Artificial reproduction. According to experiments carried out at 
Dehra Dun, the most satisfactory method of raising this tree artificially is in 
boxes,, the procedure followed being exactly the same as that described for 
Adina cordifolia 

Rate of growth. The following results are available of high forest 
sample plot measurements in the Singhbhum forest division, Chota Nagpur : 


Stephegyne parvifoUa : girth increments in high forest sample plots, 

Singhbhum. 



Number of 

Number of 


Mean annual 


years under 

trees under 

Girth 

girth increment 

Locality. 

measurement. 

measurement. 

classes. 

for period. 



ft. 

in. 

Tirilposi block 

18 

\2 

0 — b 

6-7 

0-58 

0-54 

Samta-Hendakuli old road 10 

/I 

\2 

^7 

7-8 

0*37 ■ 
0*25 


A cross-section 3 ft. 10 in. in girth in the silvicultural museum at Dehra 
Dun showed 61 rings, representing a mean aimual girth increment of 0*75 in. 
Gamble’s specimens showed 5 to 15, averaging 9, rings per inch of radius, 
representing mean annual girth increments of 0*42 to 1*26, averaging 0*7 in., 
which is moderate. 

Coppice measurements made in 1910 by Mr. G. M. McCrie in the Gorakhpur 
district, United Provinces, gave the following results for Stephegyne as com- 
pared with sal : 



624 


XXXIII. RUBIACEAE 


Stefhegyne parvifoUa : coppice measurements, Gorakhpur. 


Mean girth. Mean height. 


Age. 

Stephegyne, 

Sal. 

Stephegyne. 

Sal. 

years. 

in. 

in. 

ft. 

ft. 

2 

— . 

— 

4*5 

3-0 

4 

2*2 

2*0 

90 

7*0 

6 

3*3 

2*9 

12*0 

10-3 

8 

4*2 

3*8 

14*0 

13*0 

10 

5*0 

4*8 

16*0 

15*3 

12 

5*8 

6*8 

18*0 

, 17*5 


2. Stephegyne diversifolia. Hook. f. Syn. Naudea rotundifolia, Roxb. 
Vern. Binga, Burm. ; Hnawthein, U. Burm. 

A moderate-sized to large deciduous tree with large nearly orbicular 
leaves, found in Burma, the Andamans, and Chittagong ; also in Java and 
the Philippines. The tree is a very common one in the mixed deciduous 
forests of Burma, both of the upper and of the lower type. In the lower 
mixed forests on flat alluvial land it is often found in great abundance. Thus 
in the Thindawyo reserve in the Tharrawaddy district enumerations showed 
it to be the commonest species in the forest, an average of 118 trees 3 ft. in 
girth and over being counted per 100 acres.^ The seeds are minute, like 
those of S. parvifoUa and Adina cordifolia, and a further study of the tree 
wiU no doubt reveal points of similarity to those two species in matters relating 
to rejyroduction. Natural reproduction is often abundant on alluvial ground 
along rivers and streams. The Burma Forest Report for 1914-15 mentions 
that natural seedlings appeared freely in the Yetkanzin reserve, Toungoo, 
in an area where bamboos had flowered and which had been fire-protected 
for many years and burnt when the bamboos flowered ; the reproduction 
was the result of the burning, which would indicate that clear ground, as 
in the case of S. parvifoUa and Adina cordifolia, is a favourable factor. It 
often comes up in abundance on abandoned cultivation. Mr. A. Rodger ^ 
in 1916 enumerated a dense pole crop on an old taungya cultivated about 
seventeen years previously in the Prome district of Burma. The enumeration 
showed 1,150 stems per acre, of which 72 per cent, consisted of Stephegyne 
diver sifolia. 

4. NAIJCLEA, Linn. 

Nauclea sessilifolia, Roxb. ^yn. Adina sessilifolia, Hook, f. Vern. Tein~ 
fcto, Burm. 

A large deciduous tree of Cachar, Chittagong, and Burma, occurring in 
mixed deciduous forests. In Burma it is particularly common in some of the 
lower mixed forests on flat alluvial ground. Enumerations in the Thindawyo 
reserve of the Tharrawaddy district showed that after Stephegyne diver sifolm 
it was more plentiful than any other species enumerated, showing an average 
of 98 trees 3 ft. in girth and over per 100 acres.^ On flat alluvial ground by 
rivers and streams natural reproduction often springs up in great quantity, 

^ Working Plan for the Satpok, Sitkwin, and Thindawyo Reserves, Tharrawaddy, Burma, 
1906. 

2 Xjid. Forester, xlii (1916), p. 499. 


NAUCLEA 


625 


forming dense pure patches. The seeds are minute like those of Adma cordi- 
folia ddiA SUphegyne diversifoUa, and a further study of this trep will probably 
reveal points of resemblance to those species, particularly as regards reproduc- 
tion. The wood is used for planking and building. 

5. HYMENODICTYON, Wail 

Hymeiiodictyoii excelsuniy Wall Syn. W H. utile, 

Wight ; Cinchona excelsa, Eoxb. Vern. Kuhufrhat, blmulan, bauranga, Hind. ; 
Bhorsal, Mar. ; Pottaka, Tel. ; Kman, Burm. 

A large deciduous tree, usually vdth a straight cylindrical bole and a 
rounded crown. Bark greyish brown, thick, soft, corky and furrowed on 
stems of older trees, smooth on poles and branches. Wood white when fresh, 
turning darker, soft, light, used for planking, boxes, scabbards, to^^s, «fcc. ; 
has been reported as excellent for match manufacture. In northern India, 
however, the trees have often been noticed to be riddled with large burrow^s, 
probably those of a longicorn beetle, and the quality of the wood suffers in 
consequence. 

Disteibijtion and habitat. Scattered throughout the greater part of 
India and Burma in dry mixed deciduous forests. The tree is particularly 
common on loose dry deposits of boulders and debris along the base of the 
outer hills in the sub-Himalayan tract. It is one of the characteristic trees 
of the bhabar tract of the United Provinces, a deep boulder formation on 
gently sloping ground where the subsoil water-level is at a great depth ; here 
among its commoner companions are Hohptelea integrifolia, Lagerstroemia 
parvifoUa, Acacia Catechu, Bombax malabaricmi, Terminalia belerica, Adina 
cordifolia, Anogeissus latifolia, Cassia Fistula, and Odma Wodier, It is also 
frequently met with on sandy or stony soils on alluvial ground near rivers, 
and in savannah lands. It is not infrequent in the sal forests of northern 
India. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 98° to 118° P., the absolute minimum from 30° to 60° P., and the normal 
rainfall from 35 to 90 in. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. The large broadly elliptical 
long-stalked leaves turn a rich yellow and fall in November-December at 
a time when few other trees are shedding their leaves. The new leaves do 
not appear until about May, and throughout the intervening months the 
leafless trees are conspicuous with their candelabra-like fruit-panicles sub- 
tended by pairs of dry leafy reddish brown bracts. The small i.¥hite fragrant 
flowers, in large terminal panicles, appear from June to August. The caxisules 
are conspicuous from November-December onwards, but do not open and shod 
their seeds until Aprii-May : they are two-valved, ellipsoidal, 0-5-0-7 in. long, 
and contain many seeds. 

The seeds (Pig. 240, a) are flat, winged all round the margin, 0-3 by 0-1 in. 
including the wing ; they are very light, about 4,800 weighing 1 oz., and arc 
disseminated to a distance by the hot weather winds. Tests carried out at 
Dehra Dun showed that the fertility of fresh seed is high, but that the seed 
loses its vitality within a year. 
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Germinatiok (Pig. 240, h-e), Epigeoiis, On tlie emergence of the radicle 
the hypocotyl elongates, caiT 5 dng above ground the cotyledons enclosed in 
the testa. On the expansion of the cotyledons the testa usually remains for 
a time on the end of one of them, ultimately dropping to the ground. 

The seedliho (Fig. 240). 

Roots : primary root long, thickening early and becoming veiy thick in 
second season, terete, tapering : lateral roots few to numerous, fibrous. Hypo- 
cotyl distinct from root, 0-3-0-5 in. long, cylindrical, green, minutely pubescent. 
Cotyledons : petiole up to 0-1 in. long, flattened above : lamina 0*35-0*5 in. 
by 0*25-0*3 in., foliaceous, ovate, emarginate, entire, glabrous, usually per- 
sisting till end of first season. Stem erect, minutely pubescent, in fii‘st season 
short, with internodes 0*l-0*2 in. long; in second season thick, woody, with 
internodes 0*4-1 in. long. simple, opposite decussate : stipules (fii’st 

season) less than 0*1 in. long, triangular, pubescent : petiole (first season) 
0*1 in. long, pubescent, midrib running prominently down upper side : lamina 
(first season) 0*, 8-1*8 in. by 0*6-1 in., sub-rhomboidal or ovate, acute, base 
tapering, entire, pubescent, venation arcuate, lateral veins 4-6 pairs, midrib 
often red. 

The seedling develops very slowly above ground during the first season, 
and under natural conditions also during the second or third seasons, after 
which, if the plant survives, the growth is more rapid. M a rule a height 
of not more than 1 or 2 in. is attained during the first season, with not more 
than three to five pairs of leaves. The underground development, however, is 
considerable, a long stout taproot being quickly formed ; this may be as much 
as 1 ft. 6 in. long by the end of the first season. This underground develop- 
ment, which is common among seedlings of trees characteristic of clry types 
of forest, is evidently an adaptation for the establishment of the plant before 
any marked growth in the stem begins. 

The seedling is very sensitive to frost, especially during the first year or 
two while the plants are small ; in localities subject to frost many seedlings 
are killed outright, while some may shoot xip again from the base. Weeds 
impede the development of seedlings considerably, suppressing and idlling 
them if heavy. The seedling is decidedly light-demanding. Growth ceases 
from November to May; the leaves turn yellow or reddish and drop in 
November-December, the plants being leafless from January to May, when 
the new leaves appear (northern India). 

The following measurements in experimental plots at Dehra Dun give 
some indication of the rate of growth of young plants : 


Hymenodictyon excelsum : development of seedlings, Dehra Dun. 


Condition under wbieii 
grown. 

1st season. 

Height at end of season. 

2nd season. 3rd season. 4th season. 

(1) Natural conditions 

Maximum 0 ft. 1 in. 


(2) Nursery, weeded and 

watered 

„ Oft. l?>in. 

Maximum 1 ft. 3 in. 

( 3) Broadcast sowing, irri- 

gated, unweeded 

„ 0 ft. 2 in. 

„ 0 ft. 3 in.^ Killed by weeds in 


3rd season 

(4) Broadcast sowing, un- 

irrigated, unweeded 

„ Oft. IJm. 

„ 0 it. 1 Ditto 

(o) Broadcast sowing, un- 

irrigated, weeded 

„ 0 ft. 2 m. 

„ 0 ft. 4 in.^ 10 m.-2 ft. 4 m. Maximum 5 it. Oni, 


^ ISiew shoots from base ; seedlings killed back by frost in previous winter. 

TJ2 
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Silvicultural characters. Except that the tree is known to be a strong 
light-demander its silvicultural characters have not been studied in detail. 

Natural REPRODUCTION. Germination takes place during the rainy 
season. Bare ground is favourable to germination and subsequent survival, 
young seedlings being killed off in quantity where weeds are present. The 
small seedlings are liable to be washed away by heavy rain during and after 
germination, the seed is liable to destruction by insects, while the slow develop- 
ment of the seedling and its sensitiveness to weeds, frost, and shade are all 
contributory factors towards failure of natural reproduction, which explains 
to some extent its comparative scarcity in many localities. 

Artieicial reproduction. The artificial propagation of this tree is not 
easy. Direct sowings are not very suitable owing to the liability of the seed 
to be washed away and to the slow development of the seedling. Seed should 
be sown in the nursery in April and May in porous sandy loam, and lightly 
covered ; the seedlings begin to appear in about eight to ten days. The beds 
require protection from heavy rain. The seedlings should be pricked out 
when about two or three months old and protected from frost in the 
winter. The more vigorous plants will be ready to plant out during the 
following rainy season, but the smaller ones should be kept another year in 
the nurserjT-. Care is necessary to retain earth round the roots during trans- 
planting, which may possibly be found more successful with the aid of long 
baskets or bamboo tubes. 

Rate of growth. There are no detailed measurements available, but 
a cross-section from the United Provinces in the silvicultural museum at Dehra 
Dun had 41 rings for a girth of 3 ft. 11 in., giving a mean annual girth increment 
of M5 in., which is fairly fast. 

6. WENDLANDIA, Barth 

Wendlandia exserta, DC. Vern. Hind. 

A small deciduous or evergreen tree with greyish pubescent foliage, found 
locally in the sub-Himalayan tract, outer Himalaya, Ghota Nagpur, and parts 
of the Indian Peninsula. It comes up gregariously on newly exposed ground, 
particularly on landslips and abandoned cultivation ; the minute seeds appear 
to require such ground for successful germination. The tree is a useful one 
for reclothing bare hill slopes and clearings. It is strongly light-demanding. 
The growth is fast : Gamble’s specimens gave 4 to 5 rings per inch of radius, 
or a mean annual girth increment of 1-26 to 1*57 in. 

7. GARDENIA, Linn. 

This genus contains about eleven Indian species of small trees or shrubs, 
most of which are interesting as being common members of dry open types 
of forest on poor ground on which many species are unable to exist. The wood 
of these trees deserves to be better known as a substitute for boxwood, being 
hard, close grained, and compact. The most widely distributed species is 
G, turgida, Roxb., described below. The species best known in the Indian 
Peninsula are G. lucida^ Roxb., G. gummifera, Linn., and G, latifolia^ Aiton. 
These are small trees or shrubs of xerophytic habit, growing on dry poor ground 
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often consisting of hard clay with quartz pebbles or calcareous nodules ; they 
exude a clear fragrant yellow protective gum-resin w'hich envelops the leaf- 
buds. The seeds of {?. latifoUa sometimes germinate in crevices in boulders 
and in forks or hollows of trees, and the plants grow and persist in such places : 
one plant was noticed in the Singhbhum district growing out of the side of 
a hollow Bridelia retusa tree about 10 ft. from the ground, appearing at first 
sight as if it had been grafted ; the roots penetrated the inside of the Bridelia 
down to the ground. 

In Burma various species of Gardenia are characteristic of indaing (dry 
dipterocarp) forest on laterite, or of open dry scrub forests ; the better-known 
Burmese species are G. turgida, Roxb., G, coronaria. Ham., G\ erythrodada^ 
Kiirz, G. obtusifolia^ Boxh., and G. eessiliflora, Wall. 

The gardenias are characterized by very fragrant tubular white flowers 
which appear mainly in the hot season and turn yellowish before falling. The 
fruits are fleshy, and those of some species at least are eaten by birds and 
animals, the seeds being disseminated by their agency. Sometimes dense 
clusters of young seedlings may be found on the ground, having sprung from 
seed which has germinated within the remains of fruits which have fallen 
from the tree. 

The gardenias are comparatively immune from damage by grazing, and 
in grazed areas tend to become dominant owing to the extent to w'hich most 
other species are kept down. 

The rate of growth is slow to moderate. Gamble’s specimens showed for 
G. cofonaHa 14 rings per inch of radius, giving a mean annual girth increment 
of 0*45 in., and for G, latifoUa 8 rings per inch of radius, giving a mean annual 
girth increment 0*78 in. A cross-section of G. latifoUa I ft. 0|- in. in girth in 
the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun had 28 rings, giving a mean annual 
girth increment of 0-44 in. A tree of the same species measured for a period 
of eight years in a sample plot in the Balaghat district, Central Provinces, 
showed a mean annual girth increment of 0*23 in. 

Gardenia turgida, Roxb. Vern. Thanelayharamba, ghurgia, Hind. ; Beji- 
geri, Kan. ; Thaminsa-ni, B-urm. 

A small deciduous tree with light grey or whitish smooth bark, rigid 
branches armed with sharp straight thorns, and leaves crow^ded at the ends 
of the branches. Wood hard, close grained, whitish. 

Disthibution and habitat. Throughout the greater part of India and 
Burma in dry open deciduous forests, ascending the outer Himalaya to 4,000 ft. 
The tree is characteristic of poor dry stony soil, dry rocky hill-sides, laterite, 
kanJcar, and also of stiff clayey soil.. In Burma it is common in open indaing 
forests on laterite, in the open scrub forests of the dry zone, and in the dry 
deciduous forests of the Shan hills and elsewhere. 

Leaf-shedding, flowebing, and fruiting. The old leaves are shed 
about March, the new foliage appearing about May. The white dimorphic 
flowers, the females larger than the males, appear chiefly in March-April, 
when the trees are leafless or nearly so, and the fruits ripen and fall during 
tlie hot season a year later. The fruits are sub-globose, 1*5-3 in. in diameter, 
greyish green, with a thick rather hard pericarp and a woody endocarp, con- 
taining numerous angular seeds (Fig. 241, a) embedded in pulp. The germina- 
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tive power of the seed is fairly high : tests carried out at Dehra Dun gave 
a fertility of 77 per cent. 

Germination (Eig. 241, b-g). Epigeous. The radicle emerges from one 
end of the seed ; the hypocotyl elongates by arching, and in straightening 
raises above ground the cotyledons enclosed in the testa, which falls to the 
ground on their expansion. 

The seedling (Fig. 241). 

Moots : primary root moderately long, at first thin, afterwards thickening, 
terete, tapering : lateral roots few to moderate in number,. fibrous, distributed 
down main root. Hypocotyl distinct from root, 0-6-1 in. long, terete, tapering 
upwards, white turning gi*een, minutely pubescent. Cotyledons : petiole less 
than 0-1 in. long, flattened above, minutely pubescent : lamina 0-8-0 -9 in. 
by 0*5-0-6 in,, foliaceous, ovate, acute, entire, green, glossy and glabrous 
above, glaucous and glabrescent or minutely pubescent beneath, margins 
sometimes fringed with fine hairs, venation arcuate. Stem erect, slightly 
compressed, pubescent, in first season short, with internodes up to 0-3 in. 
long. Leaves simple, opposite, sub-sessile or with short petioles bordered by 
the decurrent leaf-base : lamina up to 1 in. by 0-5 in., ovate, elliptical, obovate 
or oblanceolate, acute, base decurrent, entire, coriaceous, dark green and 
glossy above, paler beneath, both surfaces sparsely pubescent, margin with 
a fringe of fine hairs. Usually not more than two pairs of foliage leaves are 
produced in the first season. 

The growdh of the seedling during the first season is very slow, a height 
of only 1-2| in. being attained. In the second season it is more rapid : nursery- 
raised seedlings at Dehra Dun attained a height of 1| to 4-|- ft. by the end of 
the second season, but under natural conditions, which are more unfavourable, 
the growth is probably much slower. The seedlings are decidedly frost-hardy. 

Silvicultural characters. The tree is decidedly hardy as regards both 
frost and diuught. On low-lying grassy land subject to severe frosts it is 
often one of the few species capable of existing. In the abnormal drought of 
1907 and 1908 in the forests of Oudh it escaped injury when many other 
species were killed off in quantity. It is not readily browsed, even by goats. 

Xatural REPRODUCTION. The fruits are eaten by birds and animals, and 
the seeds are scattered by their agency. Those which are not eaten lie on the 
ground, turning brown and drying up somewhat in the hot season, and becoming 
partially eaten by white ants, or gradually rotting in the rainy season ; in 
this case most if not all of the seeds lie ungerminated until the second rainy 
season, when, germination takes place. 

Artificial reproduction. There is little difficulty in raising this species 
in the nursery and transplanting it. The seed should be sown about March 
or April : germination is rather slow, the seedlings usually appearing about 
six weeks to two months or more after sowing. The seedlings should be 
pricked out during the first rainy season and transplanted early in the second 
rains. ■ . , ■ . . 

Rate of growth. The growth is slow to moderate. A cross-section 
from the United Provinces in the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun showed 
37 rings for a girth of 2 ft. 1| in., giving a mean annual girth increment of 
0-7 in. Gamble's specimens averaged 13 rings per inch of radius, giving a mean 
annual girth increment of 0-48 in. 



Fig. 241. Gardenia tmrjida. Seedling]. 
u, seed ; b-g, germination stages ; h, % development of seedling to cad of first season. 


f' 


632 


XXXIII. RUBIACEAE 


8. RANDIA, Linn. 

This genu^ contains about fifteen Indian species of shrubs or small trees, 
some armed and others unarmed, some evergreen and others deciduous. Most 
of them have hard whitish close-grained woods suitable as substitutes for 
boxwood. The two species most commonly met with are i?. uUginosa, DC., 
and J?. dumetonm, Lam. A third, B, malabarica, Lam., is a thorny evergreen 
shrub common in the dry scrub forests in parts of the Indian Peninsula, often 
on laterite. 

The better-known species of Randia^ unlike the gardenias, appear to be 
very subject to browsing, especially by goats ; this is certainly the case with 
R, dumetorum, R. malabarica, and R. tetrasperma, Pwoxb., a Himalayan species 
which is browsed down to a dense compact bush. 

Species 1 . B, uUginosa, DC.; 2. R. dumetorum, Lam. 

1. Eandia uliginosa, DC. Syn. Gardenia uliginosa, Retz. Vern. Pindara, 
Hind. ; Hmanbyu, Burm. 

A small deciduous rigid armed tree with reddish brown bark and quad- 
rangular branches, common throughout the greater part of India and Burma, 
particularly on low-lying swampy ground and savannah lands ; also on black 
cotton soil in the Indian Peninsula. It produces root-suckers freely, and is 
hardy against frost and drought ; in the abnormal drought of 1907 and 1908 
in the forests of Oudh it escaped untouched. The tree is leafless as a rule from 
February to April, The fruit, which ripens about February-March (northern 
India), is an ellipsoidal berry, 2-2-5 in. long, yellow when thoroughly ripe, with 
about twelve seeds embedded in a somewhat soft pulp (the swollen placentas) 
in two cells within a somewhat leathery pericarp. The seeds are dark brown, 
hard, shining, obscurely angular, 0-15-2 in. long. The growth of the young 
seedling is very slow. At Dehra Dun a height of less than 1 in. was attained 
by the end of the first season ; by the end of the third season, however, plants 
attained a height of 7 ft. The rate of growth is moderate. A cross-section in 
the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun showed 56 rings for a girth of 2 ft. 
7|- in., giving a mean annual girth increment of 0-56 in. Gamble’s specimens 
gave 6 to 7 rings per inch of radius, representing a mean annual girth increment 
of 0-9 to 1-05 in. 

2. Baudia dumetoram, Lam., including B. longispina, DC., and J?. nutans, 
DC. Vern. if ampMZ, Hind. ; Sethanhaya, thaminsa, 'Bmm, 

A large shrub or small tree armed with straight axillary thorns and leaves 
in fascicles along the branches, extremely common as an undergrowth species 
in the sal forests of the sub-Himalayan tract, and common also in many parts 
of the Indian Peninsula and Burma, where it extends into the dry zone. It 
is a drought-hardy species, having resisted well the abnormal drought of 1907 
and 1908 in the forests of Qudh. It is readily browsed by goats. It produces 
root-suckers. The fruit is a globose or ovoid berry, 1-1-5 in. long, yellow when 
ripe, containing a number of more or less angular seeds embedded in pulp ; 
the fruits ripen in the cold season. As regards rate of growth, a cross-section 
in the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun showed 26 rings for a girth of 
1 ft. 4 in., giving a mean annual girth increment of 0*62 in. Gamble’s specimen^ 
averaged 7 rings per inch of radius, representing a mean annual girth increment 
of 0-9 in, 
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This order is not of great importance in Indian forestry, though two 
species, Bhoclodendron arboremn, Sm., and Pieris ovalifolia, D. Don., are familiar 
trees in the Himalaya and other hill regioiivS, where they are useful in clothing 
hill-sides and acting as nurses to more valuable species. All the Indian species 
of this order, of which at least forty belong to the genus Rhododendron ^ are 
trees or shrubs of the hills, many ascending to high elevations. 

Genera 1. RnonoDEKDROisr, Linn. ; 2. Pieris, D. Don. 

1. RHODODENDRON, Linn. 

Rhododendron arboreiim, Sm. Vern. ChaJian, Haz. ; C%m, burdns, 
W. Him. ; Zalatni, Burm. 

A small evergreen tree, often with a somewhat crooked or gnarled trunk. 
Bark soft, easily cut through with a pocket-knife, 0-5-1 in. thick, old bark 
grey, exfoliating in irregular longitudinal plates, exposing the smooth pinkish 
new bark beneath. The Avood is of inferior quality, both as timber and as fuek 

Distribution and habitat. This is a common tree in the western 
Himalaya, occurring chiefly at 5,000-8,000 ft. in association with Quercus 
incana and Pieris ovalifolia, and at the low^er elevations with Pinus longifolia^ 
but ascending to 11,000 ft. or even higher. It is somewhat rare in Hazara, 
being commonest in the Siran Pinus longifolia forests at 4,000 ft. and upwards 
in moist ravines. It extends to the eastern Himalaya, where, however, it is 
less common ; it is also found in the Khasi hills and the hills of Burma, 
southern India, and Ceylon. 

Flowering and fruiting. The large showy crimson, sometimes pink, 
fl-owers in dense corymbs appear Usually from March to May, but in certain 
years only partial flowering takes place then, and a second flowering takes 
place in June or July; this happened in the fSimla hills in 1916, following 
an exceptionally dry winter and spring, and the flowers of the second bloom 
were paler in colour than usual. Similar late flowering is also said to take 
place if the first bloom is checked by hail or other injury. Occasionally trees 
may be seen in flower in January-February. The fertilization of the flowers 
is carried out partly by insects. Mr. G. B. F. Muir notes an interesting case 
observed in Tehri Garwhal of Indian martens [Maries flavigula) visiting one 
cluster of flowers after another and thrusting their noses into the flowers to 
lick up the nectar ; fertilization is thus carried out by their agency, and 
possibly birds may also be agents in cross-fertilization. 

The caiasules (Fig. 242, a) are 0-8-1-1 in. long by 0*3-0‘4 in. in diameter, 
oblong, curved, greenish brown when ripening, then turning brown. They 
contain a large number of minute dark brown compressed oblong seeds about 
0-05 in. long, with a fimbriate tuft at either end (Fig. 242, 6). The capsules 
open and shed their seeds chiefly from January to March (western Himalaya), 
The open capsules as a rule remain many months on the tree. 

Germination (Fig. 242, c~e). Epigeous. The radicle emerges from one 
end of the seed and descends. The hypocotyl elongates, arching slightly, and 
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the testa is carried above ground over the cotyledons, falling to the ground 
with their expansion. 

The SEEDLING (Fig. 242). 

Eoots : primary root terete, tapering, short and delicate for about two 
years, subsequently long and wiry : lateral roots at first few, short, after- 
wards numerous, moderately long, fibrous, distributed down main root. 



Fig. 242. Rhododendron arboreum. Seedling. 


a, capaule } ; 6, seed x 5 ; c-e, germination stages x 5 ; /, seedling towards end of first season x 5 ; 

{7, seedling in third season I ; seedling in fourth season f. 

Eypocotyl distinct from root, up to 0-1 in. long, terete, cylindrical or tapering 
slightly upwards, green, glabrous. Cotyledons wp to 0-06 in. by 0*04 in,, 
foliaceous, slightly fleshy, sub-sessile, elliptical or almost orbicular, acute, 
obtuse or rounded, minutely and somewhat widely serrulate, often tiuning 
red in the autumn. erect, very short during first two years, elongating 

slowly during the next few years. Lmves simple, alternate, in first season 
shortly petiolate, up to 0-12 in. by 0*1 in., broadly ovate or orbicular, mucro- 
nate, entire, upper surface and margins covered with stiff glandular hairs, 
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leaves sometimes turning dark red in autumn : leaves gradually increase in 
size from second season onwards, becoming elliptical, coriaceous, entire, the 
upper surface and margins still covered with stiff glandular hairs, at any rate 
on young leaves, for the fii'st three or four years. 

During the first season the seedling is minute, reacliing a height of 
scarcely 0*1 in., with 2 or 3 foliage leaves besides the cotyledons. For the 
first few years the growth is very slow. The seedling is very sensitive to 
drought, and survives in moist well-drained places, such as damp shad^" banks, 
cuttings, and rocks. 

SiLVicuLTiTRAL CHARACTERS. The tree stands a fair amount of shade, 
but develops best in the open. It will grow on rocky ground provided there 
is sufficient soil moisture, but thrives best on moist loam. It coppices well. 

Natural reprodxjctigs^. Natural reproduction springs up readily on 
newly exposed ground such as road-cuttings and landslips and in the crevices 
of bare rocks. In such places seedlings of various ages may often be found in 
large quantities provided the soil is moist : natural reproduction does not 
appear in dry places, as the seedlings perish quickly from drought. 

Artificial reproduction. Seedlings may be raised artificially by sowing 
seed in March or April in boxes or pots filled with fine sand or powdered 
brick previously soaked with water; the seeds should not be covered. The 
boxes or pots should be sheltered from rain and sun and watered regularly. 
The seedlings may be pricked out, if large enough, in the second season, and 
kept in the nursery until sufficiently large to plant out. 

A more satisfactory method of planting is to dig up seedlings from the 
banks and cuttings on which they spring tip naturally and transfer them to 
the nursery, keeping them there until large enough to plant out. 

Rate of growth. The annual rings are not always distinct, but where 
visible they show a slow rate of growth. Brandis gives 14 rings per inch 
of radius, while Gamble’s specimens varied from 12 rings in the western 
Himalaya and the Nilgiris to as many as 36 in Sikkim, representing a mean 
annual girth increment varying from 0*17 to 0*52 in. 

Coppice growth, though usually faster for a time than that of Qtmrcus 
incana, is slow. Measurements made in 1911 in a coppice coupe six years old 
at Bhowali near Naini Tal (elevation 5,600 ft.) showed an average of 5 shoots 
per stool and a mean height of 4 ft, 4 in. 

2. PIERIS, D. Don. 

Pieris ovalilolia, D. Don. Syn. Andromeda ovalifoUa, Wall. Vern. xiyar, 
Hind.; Ailan, Fh, 

A small deciduous tree. Bark browm, thick, fibrous, exfoliating in long 
narrow strips, deeply furrowed longitudinally, the furrows often proceeding 
spirally up the stem. This is a familiar tree in the western Himalaya at 
4,000-8,000 ft., chiefly on grassy slopes in association with Quercus incmia and 
Rhododendron arbor eum, or at the lower elevations with Pmus longifolia. In 
Hazara it is rare except in the Pinm longifoKa forests of the Siran valley, 
where it is fairly common at 4,000 ft. and upwards. It is also found in the 
eastern Himalaya, descending to 2,000 ft. in the Tista valley, the Khasi hills, 
and the hills of Burma. The wood is of little value either as timber or as fuel. 
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but the tree i>s useful in covering hill slopes, and in the western Himalaya in 
acting as a nurse to the deodar. It is fire-resisting and is not browsed by 
cattle : the leaves are said to be poisonous to goats and camels. The racemes 
of heath-like white honey-scented flowers appear from April to June (western 
Himalaya), and the capsules, containing numerous minute seeds, begin to ripen 
about December, dehiscing from January to March. The tree coppices well, 
the coppice growing faster than that of Quercus incana. Measurements in 
1911 in a coppice coupe six years old at Bhowali near Xaini Tal showed an 
average of 8 shoots per stool and a mean height of 5 ft. 1 in., as compared 
with 4 ft. 3 in. for the oak. Gamble gives the rate, of growth as 12 to 18 rings 
per inch of radius in the west, representing a mean annual girth increment 
of 0-35 to 0*52 in., and about 6 rings in the east, representing a mean annual 
girth increment of 1 *05 in. 

ORDER XXXV. MYRSINACEAE 

AEGICERAS, Gaertn. 

Aegiceras majus, Gaertn. Syn. A. corniculata, Blanco. Vern. Kulsi, 
Beng. ; Kanjala^ Mar. ; Butalet, Burm. 

A large evergreen glabrous shrub or small tree with grey bark, common 
in the mangrove forests along tidal creeks, where it is frequently gregarious. 
It is one of the most widely distributed species of this formation, occurring 
at the mouth of the Indus, along both sides of the Indian Peninsula, in the 
S’undarbans and along the coasts of Chittagong, Arakan, Burma, and the 
Andamans. Like the true mangroves this tree exhibits vivipary, the seed 
germinating within the pericarp of the curved horn-shaped fruit. The tree 
coppices well. The wood is used for small building material and for fuel. 

ORDER XXXVL SAPOTACEAE 

An important order of forest trees, some furnishing useful timbers, others 
edible flowers and fruits and oil-seeds, others latex of commercial value. The 
two genera of most importance in Indian forestry are and Mimusops, 

The gutta-percha of commerce is furnished by the latex of certain species of 
Palaquium {sjm Dichopsis, I sonandra) and Payena, found in the Malay 
Peninsula and Archipelago ; both these genera are represented in India, 
though none of the Indian species are known to yield gutta-percha of good 
quality. The two most important gutta-percha producing species in the 
Malayan region are Palaquium GuUa, Burck., and P. oblongifolium, Burck. 

An interesting account of the gutta-percha forests of the Malay States 
is given in the Indian Pore^^er, vol. xxxi (1905), p. 309, by Mr. A. M. Burn- 
Murdoch, who points out that gutta-percha is derived almost entirely from 
trees growing within 6 or 7 degrees of the Equator. Apart from the two species 
of Palaquium already mentioned, gutta-percha of good quality is yielded by 
Payena Laerii, which species, however, is not abundant. An inferior latex 
is produced by Palaquium pustulatum. Referring to P. Gutta, including 
P, oblongifolium, which is very similar and is not always considered to be 
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specifically distinct, Mr. BiirinMurdoclx notes that the tree is easih' recognized 
by its leaves, which are coriaceous, oblong or obovate-oblong, about 2 in. long 
in mature plants but much longer in young plants, dark glossy green above 
and a beautiful coppery gold colour beneath. The tree occins most frequently 
on the low hills and plains, often on steep hill-sides, up to 2,000 ft. and even 
3,000 ft. above sea-level. During the latter half of last century the trees large 
enough to yield gutta-percha were practically exterminated ; from about 1898 
onwards steps were taken to conserve the existing stock, which, however, was 
by that time found to consist of little except immature trees. The tree is 
a pronounced shade-bearer and is able to maintain the struggle for existence 
successfully, if slowly, in the dense evergreen forests in which it grows. Its 
growth is slow. Natural seedlings are often plentiful, but in the overworked 
areas many of the young plants are found to be coppice-shoots. 

At the time Mr. Burn-Murdoch wrote regular plantations were found to 
be impossible in the Federated Malay States for want of seed, and the method 
followed by the Forest Department was to cut lines through the dense under- 
growth and to transplant into these lines young natural seedlings taken from 
outside the reserved forests or from congested clumps of reproduction within 
those forests. In addition improvement fellings are carried out to assist poles 
and saplings, and undergrowth is cleared once a year or at longer intervals, 
as may be found necessary, over natural seedlings or transplants : these 
measures have been found to produce very beneficial results. The chief 
damage to this tree is caused by the larva of a moth {Rhodo7ieura niyi'siisatis, 
Wlk. ?) which eats the young shoots and leaves ; the damage is more extensive 
in pure plantations than in the case of isolated plants under natural conditions. 

Genera 1. Mimijsops, Linn. ; 2. Bassia, Linn. 

1. MIMUSOPS, Linn. 

Species 1. M, Elengi, Linn. ; 2, 31, Jiexandra, Eoxb.; 3. MJ UUoralis, 
Kurz. 

1. Mimusops Eleugi, Linn. Vern. Hind. ; Bukal^ Beng, ; Otvli, 

Mar. ; Buhul, Kan. ; 3IaMla, magadam, TBm , ; Elengi, Mai. ; Kaya, Burm. 

A large evergreen tree with a dense crown of shiny coriaceous leaves with 
undulate margins. Bark dark grey, scaly. Wood very hard, with dark red 
heartwood, heavy, strong, and durable, used for building, rice-pounders, &c. 
The fruit is eaten and the seeds yield an oil used for cooking and lighting and 
in medicine. Under favourable conditions the tree reaches large dimensions, 
with a long cylindrical bole. 

Disteibutign axd habitat. The Indian Peninsula along the Western 
Ghats from Bombay southwards, and on the east from the Northern Cirears 
southwards, the Andamans and Burma, in Martaban and Tenasserim ; also 
in Ceylon. The tree is fairly common in the moist evergreen forests of the 
Western Ghats, where it attains large dimensions ; on the Eastern Ghats it is 
found in the dry evergreen forests, often on laterite, as a comparatively small 
tree. In the Andamans it is common in the evergreen and semi-deciduous forests 
with Dipterocarpus spp., Plandionia andamanica, Artocmpus GJiaplasha, A. 
Lakoocha, 3Iestia ferrea, Hopea odomtay TerminaUa bialata, T, Catappa, Lager- 
stroemia hypoleuca, and other species. In its natural habitat the absolute 
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maximnm shade temperature varies from 95° to 115° P., the absolute minimum 
from 50° to 62° and the normal rainfall from 30 to 150 in. or more. 

The tree is largely cultivated in India and Burma for ornament and for 
the sake of its fragrant flowers, which are used for making garlands and for 
distilling into perfume. 

Flowebing and eettiting. The fragrant white star-shaped flowers appear 
from February to April, and the fruits ripen the following year from February 
to June or later. The fruit (Fig. 243, a) is an ovoid orange-yellow one-seeded 
berry, about 1 in. long. The seeds (Fig. 243, b) are elliptical or rhomboidal, 
compressed, 0*6--0*9 in. by 0-4-0-5 in., brown, smooth, shining, with a hard 
testa and a soft whitish albumen ; about 50-60 weigh 1 oz. The seeds do not 
retain their vitality long. 

Germination (Fig. 243 , c-gr). Epigeous. The hard testa splits in two, 
exposing the albumen ; the radicle emerges, the hypocotyl elongates by 
arching, and in straightening carries the cotyledons above ground. When 
the cotyledons expand the testa, or half of it, and the albumen often adhere 
for a time to one cotyledon before falling to the ground. 

The seedling (Fig. 243). 

Roots : primary root long, terete, tapering, wiry, flexuose : lateral roots 
moderate in number, fibrous, distributed down main root. Hypocotyl distinct 
from root, 1-2 in. long, terete, fusiform or tapering upwards, at first green 
and finely pubescent, becoming brown and woody. Cotyledons sub-sessile, 
0*9-l*l in. by 0-7-0-8 in., foliaceous, broadly ovate, entire, dark green, glabrous, 
coriaceous, persisting sometimes into the second season. erect, terete 

or slightly compressed, wiry, green, young parts pubescent, older parts glabrous ; 
internodes 0*4-1 in. long. Leaves simple, alternate. Stipules minute, subulate. 
Petiole 0*1-0‘15 in. long, flattened above : lamina l*7-2*3 in. by 0*5-0*8 in., 
elliptical lanceolate, acute or acuminate, entire : young leaves sparsely 
pubescent, soon becoming glabrous, coriaceous, shining. 

The growth of the seedling is slow, a maximum height of about 3 in. 
being ordinarily attained by the end of the first season. The seedlings are 
very sensitive to frost, which, however, is unknown in their natural habitat : 
they are capable of standing a considerable amount of shade. 

Silvicultural OHABACTEBS. The tree is a shade-bearer, retaining a full 
crown under fairly dense shade. Gamble says it appears to reproduce well 
in shade and to remain small until an opportunity offers for removal of the 
cover, when it grows up at once. Judging from cultivated trees the growth 
is slow. . 

Artieicial REPRODUCTION. The best method of propagating the tree is 
to sow the seeds singly in baskets and plant these out bodily when the seedlings 
are large enough, that is, usually two years after sowing, in the rainy season. 

2, Mimusops hexandra, Roxb. Syn. M. indica, A. DC. Yem. Khirni, 
Hind, ; Banjanay raini^MsbV. ; Pala, palai, Tsim.; Palu, Cingh, 

A large handsome tree with a spreading crown and a straight massive 
hole ; the leaves are dark greyish green, shining, with an obtuse or emarginate 
aj)ex, and are crowded at the ends of the branchlets. Bark rough, dark grey, 
crimson inside, and exuding drops of milky juice when cut. Wood red, very 
hard, heavy, tough, and durable, used for house-posts, turnery, oil-presses, 
and other purposes. The fruits are sweet and edible, and are largely collected 
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for food. Under unfavourable conditions, for example in very dry situations, 

the tree becomes stunted and even slirnb-like, 

Disteibxttion AND HABITAT. Ill dry forests of the Deccan, Circars, Orissa, 
and the Carnatic, extending north to the sandstone of the Pachmarhi hills and 
west to Khandesh and Guzerat. In the Central Provinces Haines ^ says it is 
common along sandy nalas in North and South Chanda, occurs in the Sirpiir 
range, Haipur, and does well also in lime soils, being common on marl in the 
Sattara forest. 

In the Indian Peninsula it is one of the principal trees of the dry ever- 
green forests of the Carnatic and surrounding country, especially on sandstone 
and laterite. In its natural habitat in India the absolute maximum shade 
temperature varies from 104° to 115° P., the absolute minimum from 32° to 
58° P., and the normal rainfall from 25 to 60 in. 

It is often cultivated for ornament and for the sake of its fruit. 

In Ceylon the tree is of more importance than it is in India. Mr. A. P. 
Broun, 2 describing its occurrence and habit in that island, mentions that it 
is one of the most characteristic and important trees of the dry zone, occurring 
in the northern half and along the eastern and south-eastern fringes of the 
island ’at low elevations in situations having a rainfall of not much over 50 in. 
It does not occur in the wet zone. In favom’able localities it attains a height 
of 100 ft. with a bole of 40 to 50 ft., but usually not more than 30 ft., and 
^ a girth up to 14 or 15 ft. The most favourable soil is a deep sandy loam, but 
it is found on almost pure sand, on gravel, clayey loam, and soil overlying 
limestone. On the poor soils of the arid zone it degenerates into a small tree. 
Among its chief companions in Ceylon are Diospyros Ebemmi, D. ovalifoUa, 
Chloroxylon Swietenia^ Benya Ammonilla^ Alseodaphne semecarpifolia, and 
Nephelium Longana, 

Plo WEEING AND FEUiTiNG. The white or pale yellow flowers appear 
from November to January and the fruits ripen from April to July. The fruit 
is an ovoid or ellipsoidal berry, 0*5-0 -6 in. long, smooth and red when ripe, 
containing one reddish brown shining seed, rarely two seeds. Mr. Broun 
states that in Ceylon good seed-years, which are generally dry years, are very 
irregular. 

SiLVIGULTXJEAD CHAEACTEES AND NATUEAL EEPEODUCTION. Mr. BrOUIl 
makes the following interesting observations regarding this tree in Ceylon : 
^ It is a curious fact that trees of the lower girth-classes are generally com- 
paratively rare in high forests, but are found more abundantly in old chenas 
(regrowth after temporary cultivation). Enumeration survey figures . . , 
indicate that the tree does not reproduce itself easily under a dense leaf- 
canopy. The very appearance of the tree with its large crown, which it spreads 
out above its companions, shows that it likes to have light in large doses. 
It is therefore apparent that the seed fellings require to be made heavy. 
I have noticed that fellings in palu forests are not generally followed by the 
appearance of a seedling crop of that species, although seed-bearers were 
adjoining the gaps made. This is probably partly due to the great irregularity 
of the good seed-years, which are generally dry years, but I attribute it also 
to the following causes. The rainfall being slight, the seed exposed to the 
^ Central Provinces List 2 ind. Porester, xxvi (1900), p. 3G9. 
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scorching sun. does not readily germinate, and if it does the tender seedling 
cannot stand tjie exposure, or it cannot force its roots through the tufts of 
dense grass which spring up on exposed patches. Moreover, the seed 
being edible and lying, as it does, in an exposed place, is soon carried away 
by animals ; it is also removed by villagers in large quantities from the seed- 
bearers. 

‘ As mentioned above, palu saplings are by no means uncommon in scrub 
forests ; it follows that the young plant requires some low shelter, and this 
is obtained in high forest by sparing the undergrowth which protects the soil 
and spares the fruit. Perhaps the best method of carrying on seed fellings 
is to girdle the trees adjoining seed-bearers.’ 

Bate oe growth. In Ceylon Mr. Broun estimates from sample plot 
statistics, which he admits to be scanty and tentative, that a girth of 6 ft. is 
attained in about 130 years. Owing to the compact and uniform nature of 
the wood the incremental rings are indistinguishable. 

3. Mimusops littoralis, Kurz. Andaman bullet-wood. Vern. Katpali, 
Burm. ; Mohwa (in the Andamans). 

A large evergreen tree with leaves crowded towards the ends of the thick 
branchlets. Bark thin, smooth, blackish brown. Wood red, very hard, 
durable, used for bridge-construction and house-posts. Common along the 
coasts of the Andamans, Cocos, and Nicobar islands ; also in upper Tenasserim 
(Kurz). In the Andamans this is a common tree in the mixed forests of the 
littoral fringe, in association with Calophyllum Inophyllum, Afzelia bijuga, 
Thespesia populneay Terminalia Gatappa, Heritiera littoralis, Pongamia glabra^ 
and others. This type of forest occurs on raised beaches on deposits of sea- 
sand. Mimusops littoralis sometimes predominates, especially where the sand 
deposit is deep, forming at times almost a pure fringe. It often forms a pro- 
tective belt against the force of the south-west monsoon, which it possesses 
good power of withstanding. 

2. BASSIA, Linn. 

Of the five Indian species of Bassia the best known and most widely 
distributed is B. latifolia, Roxb., while in southern India this species is replaced 
by B. longifoUa, Linn., an important tree within its region. Both these trees 
are valuable on account of their flowers, the fleshy corollas of which are eaten 
or distilled into spirit, and their seeds, which yield oil. B. butyracea, Roxb., 
the seeds of which yield a vegetable butter, is a species met with in the sub - 
Himalayan tract and outer hills. The oily seeds of the trees of this genus 
have a high percentage of fertility when fresh, but lose their vitality if kept 
for any time. 

Species 1. B. latifoUa. Roxb.; 2. B. longifoUa, Linn.; 3. J5. butyracea, 
Roxb. 

1. Bassia latilolia, Roxb., including JS. villosa, Wslh Vern. Mohwa; 
Hind. ; Tel. ; Tam. 

A large deciduous tree, usually with a short bole, spreading branches, and 
a large rounded crown. Bark grey, with vertical cracks. 

This is one of the most important forest trees of India, its importance 
being due mainly to the fleshy corollas of its flowers, which are eaten raw or 
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, 244. Bassia latifolia tree, with others in background, remaining on 
former forest land cleared for cultivation, Singhbhum, Chota Nagpur. 


Diospyros burmanica, regrowth from root-suckers and coppice- 
shoots on fields left unworked for four years, Burma. 
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cooked, or are dried, ground, and mixed with flour for making cakes, or are 
distilled into spirit. A thick white oil extracted from the s^ed is used by 
jungle tribes for cooking and burning, and is sold for the manufacture of 
margarine, soap, and glycerine. The wood is of good quality, but the tree is 
seldom felled, owing to the value of its flowers and fruits. 

Disteibutiok and habitat. Common in the deciduous forests, of the 
Central Provinces, Bombay Presidency, northern parts of the Bladras Presi- 
dency, Central India, Chota Nagpur, Orissa, and extending north to the sub- 
Himalayan tract in Oudh, Kumauii, and westward, though not comnion, to 
the Ravi. Doubtfully indigenous in Upper Burma. Not found in the southern 
parts of the Indian Peninsula. Much planted on the plains of northern India 
and in the Peninsula. The tree is a characteristic one in mixed deciduous 
forests, usually of a somewhat dry type, often growing on dry rocky or sandy 
soil, and thriving on the Deccan trap. It is common also in the drier types 
of sal forest in Chota Nagpur and the Central Provinces. When forest land 
is cleared for cultivation the mokiva trees are carefully preserved, and be 
found scattered over cultivated lands long after the clearing has taken place 
(see Fig. 244). 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 106° to 118° F., the absolute minimum from 30° to 46° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 30 to 75 in. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. The leaves fail gradually 
from February to April, and the new leaves appear about April or early May, 
with or shortly after the flowers. Fig. 244 shows a tree in March, partly bare 
of leaves. The new leaves are conspicuous from then coppery red colour. 
The brown flowur-buds appear at the ends of the thick branchlets early in 
February, and the flowers open from the end of February to April. The 
corollas are 0*5~0‘6 in. long, cream-coloured, fleshy, and sweet, and fall soon 
after opening. They are collected in large quantities off the ground, usualh?- 
in places swept bare under the trees ; they are also eagerly devoured by bears, 
deer, and other animals. The fruit, which is ovoid, fleshy, greenish, 1-2 in. 
long, 1- to 4-seeded, ripens from June to August, and falls at once to the 
ground. The seeds (Fig. 246, a) are 0*8-1 *3 in. long by 0-5-0-7 in. broad, 
slightly compressed, ellipsoidal, light brown, smooth, shining, with a moderately 
hard testa ; about 200 weigh 1 lb. on an average. 

Fresh seed has a ‘high percentage of fertility, but the seed quickly loses 
its vitality if kept, and is much subject to insect and fpngus attacks. Speci- 
mens of a microlepidopterous insect whose larvae were found in large numbers 
destroying the insides of seeds have been named by Meyrick StatJmopoda 
basiplectra^ nov. Seeds attacked by fungi were examined by Dr. Butler, 
who detected two separate fungi, a Diplodia, probably parasitic, mictsk Schizo- 
phylhm, probably saprophytic after the seeds had lost their vitality. Affected 
seeds become rough and blistered, the surface often assuming a silvery colour, 
and the black pycnidia of the Diplodia appearing on the surface. The liability 
of the seed to attacks of insects and fungi is a matter of importance in so far 
as natural reproduction is concerned, for, as will be seen later, seed which 
becomes buried soon after falling germinates without being attacked. 

The mohwa GTop is of great importance to the jungle population, and 

' 2307.2 ' " '• , .■ 
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good flowering years are eagerly looked forward to. They do riot occur every 
year, but j as far as records go, one to two good crops may be expected every 
three years. An otherwise promising crop is sometimes destroyed by hail 
before the flowers are developed. Trees are said to commence bearing crops 
of flowers and fruit when about ten years old. The yield of mohwa (corollas) 
per tree is said to be about a maund (82 J lb.) a year when .fifteen years old, 
increasing to two maunds w^hen in full bearing. 

Gebminatiok (Fig. 246, 6~/). Hypogeous. Germination commences 
with the development of thick cotyledonary petioles, as in the case of many 
oaks. These petioles, which are not visible in the seed, reach a length of 
0‘6-l in., and assist the radicle to make its way into the ground and the 
plumule to extricate itself from between the fleshy cotyledons, which are in 
close contact. The cotyledons remain underground, the testa breaking open 
as they swell. 

Th.E SEEDLING (Fig. 246). 

Eoots : primary root long, thick, terete, tapering, light brown and delicate 
in early stages, soon becoming rough and woody : lateral roots at first few 
and short, afterwards longer and more numerous, fibrous, distributed down 
main root. Hypocotyl very short, subterranean, white turning green or reddish. 
Cotyledons : petiole 0*6-1 in. long, thick, fleshy, flattened, glabrous : lamina 
1 in. by 0*6 in., thick, fleshy, oblong, outer surface convex, inner flat or slightly 
concave. Stem erect, terete, pubescent; first internode 1-2 in., subsequent 
internodes 0*5-1 *3 in. long. Leaves simple, first pair opposite or sub-opposite, 
subsequent leaves alternate, first few leaves sometimes small and scale-like. 
Stipules 0*15 in. long, linear. Petiole 0*1~0*2 in. long, channelled above. 
Lamina 1-^4 in. by 0*7-1 *5 in., elliptical, oblong or ovate, apex and base acute 
or more rarely obtuse, entire, glabrous above, slightly pubescent beneath, 
especially on the veins, young leaves often coppery red. 

The growth of the seedling is coihparatively slow, and weeding and 
watering, though they stimulate development to some extent, appear to have 
a less marked effect on it than is the case with many other species. The follow- 
ing measurements of seedlings in experimental plots at Dehra Dun give some 
idea of the rate of growth under different conditions : 


Bassia latifoUa : xa^te of growth of seedlings, Dehra Dun. 


Condition under wliicb. 
grown. 

In nursery (weeded and 
watered) 

Natural conditions (not| 
weeded or watered) in full !* 
sunliglit i 

Sowings, irrigated and weeded 
Sowings, irrigated but not 
weeded 


Sowings, weeded but not irri- 
gated 

Nursery-raised transplants 
(planted out in second rains) 


1st season. 
Maximum 0 ft. 5 in, 

(1) Maximum 0 ft. 4|in. 

(2) 0 ft, 3 in.~0 ft, 7 in. 

0 ft. 1 Jin.-O ft. 5 in. 

0 ft. l|in.~0 ft. 4|m. 

0 ft. 1 Jin.-0 ft, 6 in* 


Height at end of season. 

2nd season. 3rd season. 4th season. 

Maximum 2 ft. 0 in. . . . . 

( 1) Maximum 1 ft. 2 in. ( 1) Maximum 2 ft. 0 in. 

(2) Maximum 1 ft. 0 in. .. .. 


.. 0 ft. 6 in.-O ft. 10 in. Maximum 

3 ft. 6 in. 

Maximum 1 ft. 1 in. Maximum 1 ft. 4 in. 


Growth ceases from November to February, the new leaves appearing in 
March (Dehra Dun). Young plants are somewhat frost-tender. 

SiLVicuLTUBAL CHABACTEES. The tree has a large spreading root-system, 
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many of the roots being superficial. It is capable of thriving on poor cb-y 
ground, where, however, it is apt to suffer, sometimes severely, in times of 
abnormal ch'ought. It is ordinarily frost-hardy, but in the severe frost of‘ 



Fig. 246. Ba^sia latijolia. Seedling x f. 

a, seed ; h-f, germination stages ; development of seedling during first season ; i, seedling 

early in second season. 


1905 it suffered to some exigent in northern India. In its 37^ounger stages it 
is ver^^ liable to be browsed by deer and cattle. It is a strong ligiit-deinander, 
becoming readily suppressed under shade. It coppices faixty well if cut iu 
the dry season, but not in the rains. In some localities the tree suffers greatly 
from the attacks of Loranthus ; this is particularly the case in some parts of 

, X2' 
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the Central Provinces and Central India, where the trees are killed off in 
large numbers by this parasite, which itself dies after killing its host. Special 
measures are urgently called for to deal with this pest and to prevent its further 
spread. Systematic and repeated cutting of the parasite appears to be the 
only practical method of dealing with it ; mohwa lessees should be required 
to do this, and organized efforts should be instituted in the forest, in cultivated 
lands, and generally wherever the Loranthus makes its appearance. 

XATiJRAn RiPEODTJCTioisr. The seed germinates early in the rainy season, 
soon after falling. For successful germination it is important that it should 
become covered with earth or debris, otherwise the seed is liable to fungus 
attacks, while the radicle is apt to dry up or to become eaten by insects if 
exposed. Natural seedlings are thus found chiefly in slight hollows into which 
earth is washed at the commencement of the rains. Their subsequent growth, 
which is comparatively slow, is favoured by the admission of abundant light. 

AuTmciAi; reproduction. The tree may be propagated either by direct 
sowing or by transplanting from the nursery. For forest purposes direct 
sowings in prepared lines or patches are preferable, as transplanting gives 
trouble and is attended with much risk owhig to the long and rather delicate 
taproot developed by the seedling. In either case fresh seed should be sown 
about July-August, and care should be taken to cover it with earth to a depth 
of about half an inch. 

For transplanting purposes it is preferable either to sow the seed direct 
in long pots or baskets, or to transplant the seedlings from nursery-beds into 
pots or baskets during the first rainy season a few weeks after germination. 
The plants may be put out in the forest early in the second rainy season. 
While they are in the nursery watering should be somewhat sparingly carried 
out, and the soil should be kept loose. Plantations should be protected from 
cattle and deer. 

Rate of growth. Few reliable statistics are available regarding the rate 
of growth of this important tree. The following measurements are recorded 
in high forest sample plots : 


Bassia latijolia : girth 

increment in 

high forest sample 

plots. 

Province. 

Forest 

division. 

Locality, 

Number of 
years under 
measurement. 

Number of 
trees under 
measurement. 

Girth 

classes. 

Mean annual 
girth increment 
for period. 

United 

Gonda 

Ohandanpur 

2 

5 

ft. 

1 1- 3 

in. 

0-61 

Provinces 

Central 

Balagliat 

and Sakra 
Baihar and ) 


/I 

1-2 

0*70 

Provinces 

Raigarh \ 

o 

\3 

• 2-3 

0*23 


As regards coppice, measurements made in 1911 in the Gonda district, 
United Provinces, in two coupes each two years old, showed an average height 
of 4*7 and 10 ft. as compared with 7*6 and 10 ft. for sal. Coppice-shoots 
one year old measured in Bhandara, Central Provinces, had an average height 
of 4*25 ft. as compared with 7-1 ft. for teak. Coppice measurements made in 
1910 by Mr. C. M. McCrie in Gorakhpur, United Provinces, gave the following 
results for Bassia latifolia compared with sal : 



Fig. 247. 


Bassia longifolia — Seedling x -J- 

f . h— Development of seedling to end of first season 


a— Seed 


b - e— Germination stages 
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Bassia latifolia : coppice measurements, Goraklipur. 


Age. 

Mean height. 

Bassia. 

Sal. 

Mean girth. 

Bassia. 

Sal. 

years. 

ft. 

ft. 

in. 

in. 

2 

7 

3 


4 

13 

. 7 

2*3 

2 

6 

17*5 

10*3 

3*5 

2*9 

8 

20 

13 

4*5 

3-8 

10 

22 

15*3 

5*4 

4*8 

5-8 

12 

23*6 

17*5 

6*3 

14 

25 

19*2 

7-2 

6*7 

16 

26*7 

20-9 

8-0 

7-5 


2. Bassia loiigifolia, Linn. Vern. Ippi, Kan. ; Pedda ippa^ Tel. ; Ilhipei^ 
Tam. ; Meze^ Bunn. 

A large evergreen tree with a dense spreading crown and lanceolate leaves 
clustered at the ends of the branchlets. Bark yellowish grey to brown, red 
and milky inside. The wood is similar to that of B. latifolia : in Arakan it is 
used for ships’ keels and is said to be very durable, resisting the attacks of 
the teredo. The flowers and seeds are, used in the same way as those of B. 
latifolia. It is an excellent avenue tree. 

Distbibution akb habitat. This tree replaces B, latifolia in southern 
India. It is indigenous chiefly in the monsoon forests of the Western Ghats 
from the Konkan southwards, where it is common along the banks of rivers 
and streams and in ravines : it extends into the Deccan. It is also common 
in many parts of southern India, where it is frequently cultivated as an avenue 
tree and for the sake of its flowers and fruits. In Arakan it is said to be in- 
digenous in the Sandoway and Kyaukpyu districts : it is occasionally planted 
elsewhere in Burma. Although found wild most commonly in rather moist 
regions, it can be grown in comparatively dry localities. 

Flowebing AND EBUITING. The flowers, which have fleshy corollas like 
those of B. latifolia, appear in November-December in Bombay (Talbot), 
from February to May in Travancore (Bourdillon). The fruits ripen about 
June. The seeds (Fig. 247, a) are 1*2-1 *6 in. long by 0*5-0*7 in. in diameter, 
compressed, light brown, smooth, shining, with a fairly thick and hard testa ; 
about 180-200 weigh 1 lb. The fertility of fresh seed is high, but the seeds do 
not retain their vitality long. 

Germihatioh (Fig. 247, 6-e). Hypogeous, and similar to that of B. 
latifolia. It commences with the development of thick cotyledonary petioles, 
which, however, are not so long as those of B, latifolia ; these assist the radicle 
to make its way into the ground and the plumule to extricate itself from 
between the fleshy cotyledons. The cotyledons remain underground within 
the testa. 

The SEEDLING (Fig. 247). 

Roots: primary root long, thick, terete, tapering, woody, pubescent 
when young : lateral roots moderate in number, fibrous, distributed down 
main root. Hypocotyl distinct from root, 1-1*5 in. long, thick, subterranean. 
Qotyledo 778 : petiole 0*3~0'4 in. long, broad, thick, flattened, somewhat fleshy, 
bent to one side of stem : lamina 1-1*2 in. by 0*4-0*5 in., thick, fleshy, obliquely 
oblong, outer surface convex, inner flat. Stefn erect, terete or slightly com- 
pressed, green or reddish, young parts pubescent, later becoming glabrous ; 
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iiiternodes 0*4-3 in. long. Leaves simple, first pair opposite or sub-opposite, 
subsequent leaves alternate. Stipules 0*1-0*15 in. long, linear, pubescent. 
Petiole 0*1-0*^ in. long, pubescent. Lamina l*6-4*5 in. by 1*3-2 in., elliptical 
or ovate, apex and base acute, or base sometimes obtuse in first pair, entire, 
pubescent or glabrescent ; young leaves often coppery brown ; lateral veins 
9-16 pairs. 

The growth of the seedling is moderate, a height of 6 in. to 1 ft. being 
attained in the first season and a height of about 1 to 2 ft. being ordinarily 
attained by the end of the second season. A long but somewhat fragile taproot 
is developed rapidly, the length being sometimes as much as 1 ft. within 
a month of germination, and 2 ft. by the end of the first season. Frost is 
unknown in the natural habitat of the tree ; seedlings raised at Dehra Dun 
were found to be very frost-tender. 

Artificial REPRonucTioisr. In spite of the long fragile taproot the seed- 
lings can be transplanted successfully with care during the first rainy season 
when about one month old. I’resh seed should be sown about June-July and 
well covered with earth. The most satisfactory method is to sov/ the seeds 
direct in long pots or baskets, or to prick them out into these from the seed- 
beds when about one month old, and to plant the seedlings out without dis- 
turbance of the root-system early in the second rainy season. 

3. Bassia biityracea, Roxb. Vern. Phalwam^ plmlwa, chkira, Hind. 

A large deciduous tree with leaves somewhat larger than those of B. latk 
folia ^ and crowded near the ends of the branches. Bark dark grey. The 
seeds furnish a white vegetable butter. 

The tree occurs in the sub-Himalayan tract and outer Himalaya from the 
eastern Dun eastwards, ascending to 5,000 ft. In the hills it is found chiefly 
along the sides of ravines. It flowers in the cold season, and the fruits ripen 
in June-July I the seeds are 0*7-0*8 in. long. The growth is fast. A cross- 
section 3 ft, 5 in. in giitli, without bark, in the silvicultural museum at Dehra 
Dun had 46 rings, giving a mean annual girth increment of 0*9 in. Gamble's 
specimens gave three to four rings per inch of radius, representing a mean 
annual girth increment of 1*57 to 2*1 in. 


ORDER XXXVII. EBENACEAE 

DIOSPYROS, Linn. 

This genus, which contains nearly 50 Indian species, is of importance 
chiefly as containing the ebony-yieldmg trees. The true jet-black ebony of 
commerce is yielded by D. Koenig, which is of more importance in 

Ceylon than in India. The commonest Indian black ebony tree is D. Melano- 
xylon^ Roxb. (including Z>. Roxb.), the heartwood of which, though 

not so jet black as the true ebony, is used to a considerable extent in India 
for carving and turning. Of variegated ebonies the best known are the cala- 
mander wood of Q&floxi {D, qnaesita, Th-w.) and the marble-w^ood or zebra- 
wood of the Aiiclamans (D. 

^ Silviculturally this genus requires further study. Several species thrive 
in dry regions, for example D. Ebemvm, 
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and others. ■ D. Enibryopteris goes to the other extreme, thriving on moist and 
even marsliy groniid. The fruits are few-seeded berries : some of them are- 
edible, and are readily devoured by fruit-bats, monkeys, and btlier animals, 
as well as bjr birds, particularly hornbills, and the seeds are scattered by their 
agency. As a rule the seeds have a high percentage of fertility. The seedlings 
develop long taproots at an early stage, often before any appreciable elonga- 
tion of the shoot takes place. A curious creeping habit of the young taproot 
has been noticed in the case of D. Melanoxyloih, D. monimm, and D. Ghloroxylon 
(see under these vspecies) ; possibly this may also be the case in other species. 
The growth of the seedling is decidedly slow in all the species hitherto examined. 
A characteristic of certain species, notably D. Melmioxylon and D. bivrmmhica, 
is the freedom with which root-suckers are produced ; it is doubtful if any 
other Indian tree surpasses D, Melanoxylon in the profusion, hardiness, and 
tenacity of its sucker reproduction. 

To this genus belongs the fruit-tree D. Kaki, Linn, f., the persimmon 
(Japanese Kahi, Burmese Tayok-te), which is much cultivated in China and 
Japan, and occurs wild in the Khasi hills and in Upper Burma. It has been 
tried in India, and has succeeded fairly well at Dehra Dun, where the fruit 
ripens towards the end of the rainy season, B. Lotus, Linn., verii. mrdok, 
Punj., a native of western Asia, extending in the Himalayan region ea.stward 
to Kashmir and Hazara, is cultivated for its fruit in the Punjab and in the 
Mediterranean region : it is frecpiently cultivated round villages in Hazara. 

Species 1. B. Melanoxylon, Roxb. (including B. tom&ntosa, Roxb.) ; 2. 
B. Embryopteris, Pers. ; 3. B. Kurzii, Hiern. ; 4. B. burmanica, Kurz ; 5. D. 
Ebenum^ Koenig ; 6. B. Ghloroxylon, Roxb. ; 7. B. montana, Roxb. (in- 
cluding B, corcMfolia, Roxb.) ; 8 . D. ehretioicles. Wall. 

1. Diospyros Melanoxylon, Roxb., including D. Ro Vern. 

Tendu, TELiiid. ; BalaijKan, ; Tumid, Teh 

In his Forest Flora of North-W^est and Central India Brandis unites these 
two, but in his Indiaoi Trees he separates them, while expressing doubt as to 
their being distinct species. Gamble, in his Manual of Indian Timbers, mentions 
that it is very difficult to distinguish them either in the field or in the her- 
barium. Haines, in bis List of Trees, Slmibs, Sc,, of the Southern Circle, Central 
Provinces, notes that both varieties occur mixed up and appear to be often 
indistinguishable, but that in the region dealt with B, tomentosa is perhaps 
more eastern in its distribution : see also his Forest Flora of Ghota Nagpur. 
The main botanical distinction consists in D. Mdanoxylon having leaves 
narrower than B. tomentosa, with base and apex often acute and secondary 
nerves raised, while B. tomentosa usually has rounded or obtuse leaves and 
secondary nerves impressed above. So far as the two have been studied 
silviculturally, their characters appear to be identical, and unless further 
study should reveal any radical differences they may be united from a silvi- 
cultural point of view. 

A smaH to moderate-sized, occasionally large tree, with leaves opposite, 
sub-opposite, or alternate, coriaceous, and varying much in size and form. 
Bark gTeyish black, exfoliating in regular rectangular scales. Wood hard, 
reddish brown, with an irregular black heartwwd sometimes streaked with 
purple or brown. The wood is used for building, shafts, shoulder-poles, and 
other purposes, and is carved into walking-sticks, picture-frames, and fancy 
articles ; wiien burnt it emits showers of sparks, and is therefore not a safe 
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fuel. Silvicultiirally the tree is of importance in clothing dry poor ground, 
and is interesting owing to its wonderful hardiness in surviving maltreatment. 

DiSTRiBufiON AND HABITAT. The distribution of D, Melanoxylon is 
stated to be the Indian Peninsula generally, extending northward to Bihar, 
and that of D. tommtosa the sub-Himalayan tract from the Ravi to Nepal, 
eastern Rajputana, the Central Provinces and Berar, Bihar and Orissa, and 
the Northern Circars. Both are common in the Central Provinces, and Haines 
says that the latter is the commoner fprm in Chota Nagpur, where it is one of 
the commonest trees throughout the forests. Considering the two forms as 
one species, this is one of the most characteristic trees of the dry mixed 
deciduous forests throughout India. It is locally common also in sal 
forest, often replacing the sal where the ground becomes too poor to support 
the latter. In the Peninsula it appears to reach its best development on 
metamorphic rocks. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 105° to 119° E., the absolute minimum from 30° to 55° E., and the normal 
rainfall from 20 to 60 in. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. The tree is leafless for 
a short time in the hot season or is frequently never quite leafless. The flowers 
appear from April to June, and the fruits ripen from April to June the following 
year. The fruit is a globose to ovoid berry, 1-1 -5 in. in diameter, smooth and 
yellowish when ripe, with 3-8 seeds embedded in a sweet yellow edible pulp. 
The seeds (Eig. 248, a) are oblong, compressed, 0*5-0 *8 in. long, brown, shining, 
with a wrinkled testa and ruminate albumen. About 25 to 40 weigh 1 oz. 
Eresh seeds have a high percentage of fertility ; different samples of seed 
tested at Dehra Dun after being stored for a year had a fertility of 10, 55, and 
60 per cent, respectively. The fruits are readily eaten by fruit-bats and by 
birds, notably hornbOls, which may often be seen in quantity among the trees 
at the time the fruits are ripening ; the seed is spread by their agency. 

Germination (Eig. 248, 6-/). Epigeous. The radicle emerges from one 
end of the seed and descends rapidly, forming a taproot of some length before 
the elongation of the hypocotyl is completed. The hypocotyl elongates by 
arching, and in straightening raises above ground the cotyledons enclosed in 
the testa and albumen. The cotyledons are caducous, and either they become 
detached before extricating themselves from the testa and fall to the ground 
still enclosed in it, or more usually they extricate themselves, the testa falling 
to the ground, but they fall off not long after. 

The seedling (Eig. 248). 

Roots : primary root long, thick, at fbi’st fleshy, afterwards woody, black, 
tomentose, often bent or swollen in upper part near ground-level : lateral 
roots short, fibrous, distributed down the main root. Hypocotyl distinct from 
root, 1 •2-1*6 in. long, slightly compressed or terete, tapering upwards, minutely 
tomentose, at first smooth and pink with a pale grey or pale yellow base, 
afterwards rough and reddish brown to nearly black. Cotyledons sessile, 
0*7-0;8 in. by 0-25-0-3 in., foliaceous, oblong lanceolate, apex acute or rounded, 
entire, glabrous, delicate, white, pale pink or pale green, caducous, venation 
pticulate. erect, slightly compressed or terete, woody, tomentose; 

internodes 0*l-0*7 in. long. Leaves simple, exstipulate, &st pair or sometimes 
two pairs opposite, subsequent leaves alternate or sub-opposite. Petiole 
about 0*1 in. long, tomentose. Lamina 1-2 in. by 0 •6-1*2 in., elliptical, ovate 
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or obovate, apex acute, obtuse or roimded, base rounded or slightly cordate, 
entire, coriaceous, glabrescent or sparsely pubescent with yellowdsh hairs, 
principal veins of lower surface pubescent ; older leaves dark •green, younger 
leaves dull reddish green ; lateral veins 5 to 10 pairs, in D. tomentosa impressed 
on the upper surface, in D. Melunoxylon somewhat variable, but for the most 
part not impressed. 

Note. — ^This description applies to the seedling both of D, Melanoxylon 
and of D. tomentosa. 

The main development of the seedling dming the first year or two is 
underground ; a long taproot is quickly formed, and may attain a length of 
1 ft. or more in a few weeks, and a length of 2 ft. or more with a diameter of 
nearly | in. by the end of the second season. Meanwhile the growth above 
ground is slow, a maximum height of 3 or 4 in. being attained by the end of 
the first season ; during the second season the growth is not much faster 
except under favourable conditions, when a height of 1-2 ft. may be reached 
by the end of the season. Under unfavourable conditions dying back may 
take place, particularly where drought is severe, the stem of the young plant 
dying down while the root system develops, and a new stem being produced 
the following year. The season’s growth ceases about November {northern 
India) ; some seedlings are leafless by Pebruary-March, but others are never 
quite leafless, the old leaves continuing to fall throughout March. New growth 
begins in March or April. The seedlings stand a considerable amount of shade, 
persisting under it for some time. They are hardy against frost and drought, 
but not against excessive damp, and tend to rot in heavy damp weed-growth. 
They have great power of struggling through grass, but their development 
suffers, while more vigorous growth is promoted if the ground is kept clear of 
weeds and periodically loosened. 

SiLViouLTiTEAL CHAEACTEES. Ill the Seedling and young pole stage the 
tree stands moderate shade, but later it requires more light: It is decidedly 
frost-hardy, and in the abnormal frost of 1905 in northern India it resisted 
the frost more successfully than almost any other species. It is also drought- 
resistant ; in the abnormal drought of 1907 and 1908 in the forests of Oudh 
it proved to be conspicuously hardy {D. tomentosa), but in the severe dhought 
of 1899-1900 in the Indian Peninsula it was affected to some extent, though 
sucker reproduction is said to have escaped injmy (D. Melanoxylon). Young 
plants and suckers are immune from damage by browsing ; in heavily grazed 
sal forest in Oudh an undergrowth of this species may be found in places 
where the ground has been grazed bare, while in over-grazed forests in the 
Peninsula the prevalence of a stunted growth of Diospyros is a familiar sight, 
the development of the tree being probably hindered by the trampling and 
hardening of the soil and not by browsing. 

The tree coppices moderately well, but the coppice-shoots grow slowly ; 
it pollards better, though the growth of the pollard-shoots is also slow. Coppice 
experiments in North Chanda, Central Provinces, showed that after April the 
coppicing power is very poor, the percentage of stools which coppiced success- 
fully in different months being (1) April 100, (2) May 30, (3) August nil. The 
extensive production of root-suckers, however, is one of the most characteristic 
features of this tree. Its hardiness and immunity from damage by grazing 
assist it to establish itself in quantity by this means, and on cleared forest 
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land masses of sucker reproduction persist for many years after other species 
have disappeared, and they are difficult to eradicate on land required for 
cultivation. Similarly on abandoned cultivation sucker growth springs up 
readily, and if left alone may result in pure crops of Diospyros, 

Natubal bepbobuction. As already mentioned, the seeds are spread by 
fruit-bats and by birds, notably hornbills ; seedlings may sometimes be found 
in the forks of trees or in other places above the ground, the seed having been 
conveyed there by their agency. Under natural conditions, germination begins 
early in the rainy season and continues during that season ; some seed may 
remain dormant until the second rainy season. Germination is greatly favoured 
if the seed becomes covered with earth, as in this case the radicle is less liable 
to destruction by insects, or, if exposed to the sun, by drought. Nevertheless 
the young taproot is very hardy, and under shade or under the protection of 
grass it may creep for some distance along the surface of the ground until it 
is able to penetrate the soil ; this is a common habit in natural seedhngs. The 
profusion and tenacity of sucker reproduction is, however, in itself sufficient to 
ensure the survival and increase of this species even without the aid of seedling 
reproduction, which is itself often plentiful. , 

Abtipicial bepboductiok. Experiments at Dehra Dun have shown that 
transplanting from the nursery is attended with much risk owing to the large 
size of the taproot ; this applies both to seedlings transplanted entire and to 
those transplanted with pruned stern and root. Probably the most successful 
method, if planting has to be resorted to, would be to sow the seeds in long 
narrow baskets and to plant these out intact in the second fains. Sowing 
should be carried out about April-May, care being taken to cover the seeds 
with earth. Direct sowing is usually preferable to transplanting, the best 
method being to sow in lines and to keep the lines weeded during the first 
two or three years. Line sowings with the aid of field crops have been carried 
out in the Amraoti forest division, Berar.^ 

Rate OP gbowth. The few sample plot measurements available indicate 
that the rate of growth is slow ; these are as follows : 

Diospyros Melanoxylm and D. tomentosa : rate of growth in high forest 

sample plots. 



Forest 


Number of 
years under 

Number of 
trees under 

Girth 

Mean annual 
girth increment 

Province. 

division. 

Locality. 

measurement. 

measurement. 

classes. 

ft. 

for period. 

’ ■■ ■ ill. 

United 

Provinces 

S. Kheri ^ 

Kislianpnr 

9 

1 

1-2 

0-23 

Central 

Provinces 

Balaghat 

Baigarh and 
Baihar 

8 

2 

2-3 

0-20 


A tree felled in West Kurnool, Madras, had 216 rings for a girth of 6 ft., 
representing a mean annual girth increment of 0-33 in.^ 

Coppice growth is also slow. Measurements made in 1911 in two coppice 
coupes each two years old in the Gonda district, United Provinces, gave an 
average height of 4 and 4-8 ft. as compared with 7-6 and 10 ft. for ^al ; in 
^ Ind. Forester, xxxvii (19X1), p. 8. 

^ Working Plan for the Gundlabrahmeswaram Range, West Kurnool, H; F. A. Wopd, 1912. 
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either coupe the average number of shoots per stool was 1-4, and the rate of 
growth of this species Avas slower than that of any other species present. 
Measurements in 1912-13 in coppice coupes one year old in Bhandara, Central 
Provinces, showed an average height of 5-1 ft., as against 7-1 ft. for teak, 
3*9 ft. for Biichanania latifolia, and 3*8 ft. for Soymida febrifuga. 

Measurements made in 1910 by Mr. C. M. McCrie in coppice coupes in the 
Gorakhpur district, United Proraices, gave the follovdng results : 


Dioapyros tomeyitosa : rate of growth of coppice, Gorakhpur. 


■ge. 

Mean heiglit. 

Mean girth. 

Age. 

Mean height. 

Mean girth. 

jars. 

ft. 

in. 

veai’s. 

ft. 

in. 

'2 

4*8 

1*8 

" 10 

9*1 

3*9 

4 

6*8 

2*8 

12 

9*3 

4*1 

6 

7*9 

3*3 

14 

9*3 

4*2 

8 

8*7 

3*6 

16 

9-3 

4*3 


2. Biospjros Embryopteris, Pers. Vern. Gab, hala tendu, Hind. ; Tmibtiri, 
Mar. ; Kusharta, Kan. ; Niti twmiki, Tel. 

A moderate-sized, much-branched, handsome eA^ergreen tree AAith a short 
bole and a dense rounded croAvm of dark green foliage Avith shining coriaceous 
leaves. Bark smooth, dark greenish grey. The fruits are rich in tannin, and 
the unripe fruits contain a viscid pulp used as gum in bookbinding and for 
paying the seams of boats. The tree is often planted for ornament in gardens ; 
it is not a timber tree. 

Disteibittion aistd habitat. The sub-Himalayan tract from the Jumna 
to the Tista, Chota Nagpur, in many parts of the Indian Peninsula, and in 
Marta):)an and Tenasserim. The tree frequents moist and even SAA^ampy 
ground along streams and in shady ravines, where it is sometimes more or less 
gregarious. In the Dehra Dun valley it is characteristic of SAvamp foi;ests, in 
association with Putranjiva Moxburghii, Ficus glomerata, Eiig&ma Jamholana, 
Pterospimnum acerifolium, Gamllia lucicla, Trewia nudiflora, Bisdioffia javariica, 
and a feAV other species. In the Sundarbans it is found on old village sites in 
the interior; 

PLOWEiiiKG AND FPx-iJiTiNG. Ill northern India the creamy A¥hite fragrant 
flowers appear from March to May along Avith the young leaves, A¥hich are 
bright crimson. The fruits begin to ripen about May in the following year, 
but may be found on the tree for a few months later ; they are more or less 
globose, 1*5-2 in. in diameter, covered Avith a red velvety tomentum (Pig. 
249, a) ; they contain about 5-8 seeds in a glutinous pulp. The seeds (Pig. 
249, h) are 0*6-0*8 in. by 0*4-0*45 in,, compressed, AAith a fairly thick testa ; 
about 350-400 weigh 1 lb: The fertility of fresh seed is high, but so far as 
tests at Dehra Dun shoA¥ the seed does not retain its vitality for a year. The 
fruits are eaten by fruit-bats and monkeys, and the seeds are distributed by 
their, agency. ■ 

Geeminatiqn (Pig. 249, c~g). Epigeous. The radicle emerges fi*om one 
end of the seed and descends rapidly, forming a black taproot of some length 
before the elongation of the hypocotAd is comjileted. The hypoeotyl elongates 
by arching, and in straightening raises above ground the cotyledons enclosed 
in the testa and albumen. The cotyledons are caducous, and are usually left 
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wholly or partially enclosed in the seed-coat, falling with it, or sometimes 
they extricate themselves, the testa falling to the ground, but they in their 
turn soon fall,’ leaving the pointed plumule, from which the first pair of 
foliage leaves soon expands. 

The seedlikg (^Fig, 249). 

Roots : primary root long, thick, terete, tapering, black, at first fleshy, 
afterwards woody, minutely tomentose ; lateral roots moderate in number, 
short, fibrous, chiefly in apical part of main root. Hypocotyl distinct from 
root, lower portion 0-5~0*7 in. in length, swollen, grey or light greenish brown, 
upper portion, l‘5-2*2 in. in length, compressed, pink or green turning dark 
greenish brown, glabrescent or finely pubescent. Cotyledons : petiole 0-1 in. 
long, channelled above; lamina 1-1*3 in. by 0-4-0-5 in., foliaceous, oblong 
lanceolate, entire, glabrous, pale pink, caducous, apices folded into the albu- 
men. Stem erect, compressed, pubescent, dark greenish brown, young parts 
red ; internodes 0*2-0*7 in. long. Leaves simple, exstipulate, first one or two 
pairs opposite or sub-opposite, subsequent leaves alternate or sub-opposite. 
Petiole 0*l-0*2 in. long, flattened above, minutely pubescent. Lamina 1*5-3 in. 
by 0‘4-0*7 in., oblong lanceolate, entire, dark green, smooth, shining, coriaceous, 
glabrous above, pubescent on midrib beneath, young leaves red. 

The* growth of the seedling is very slow, averaging only a few inches 
a year for the first three years. Seedlings raised at Dehra Dun attained the 
following maximum heights by the end of the first five seasons : (1) 6 in,, (2) 
8 in., (3) 10 in., (4) 2 ft. 9 in., (5) 3 ft. 2 in. A long taproot is developed early, 
and may attain a length of 9 in. within a month of germination ; its subsequent 
growth is slower, a length of about 18 in. being ordinarily attained by the end 
of the second season. 

In their earlier stages the seedlings are subject to the attacks of insects, 
while birds, squirrels, and hares bite off the young shoots. Seedlings are 
sensitive to frost and drought ; they require shade for their best development, 
and are apt to die off if exposed to a hot sun. They also require plentiful 
moisture in the soil. 

SrLVicuLTTJUAL CHAEACTEBS. The tree is a shade-bearer ; in the natural 
state young plants develop freely under a fairly heavy canopy. It thrives 
with abundance of moisture in the soil, and along streams and in swampy 
ground it is sometimes found growing with its roots submerged in running 
water ; very moist ground, however, is not essential for its growth, since it 
is found wild, and is often cultivated, on ordinary loam, where it thrives, 
provided the soil is not too dry. 

Natubal beproductiox. The seed is frequently spread by animals, 
particularly monkeys and fruit-bats, and possibly also by birds ; groups of 
seedlings have been observed in the forks of trees several feet above ground, 
from seed carried by fruit-bats tod passed out in their excreta. 

The fruits themselves fall to the ground from about June or July onwards, 
and soon dry up or rot, the seeds being exposed ; provided the latter become 
buried within a reasonable time, or are lying in a moist shady place, germination 
takes place during the rainy season, but seeds lying exposed in the open usually 
fail to germinate, • 

Artificial reproduction. Seedlings can be raised in the nursery and 
transplanted successfully provided care is taken not to injure the long taproot. 
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Fresh seed should be sown in the seed-beds about July, the seeds being placed 
about 4 in. apart in drills 9 in, apart. The soil should be well worked up before 
sowing, and subsequently prevented from caking, and the beds should be shaded 
and well watered in dry weather. The seedlings usually appear in two to 
three weeks after sowing. Transplanting may be done either in the first or 
in the second rainy season ; dry situations exposed to the sun should be avoided, 
the seedlings being planted if possible under moderate shade, preferably from 
the side. Watering may be necessary for a time after transplanting. If the 
trees are grown for their fruit, wide spacing, say 20 ft. by 20 ft. or even more, 
is necessary owing to the spreading nature of the crowns. 

Rate of ghow^th. The rate of growth is moderate. A cross-section in 
the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun had 70 rings for a girth of 3 ft. 3 in., 
or a mean annual girth increment of 0-56 in. Brandis gives 7-8 rings per 
inch of radius, representing a mean annual girth increment of 0-78-0*9 in. 

3. Diospyros Kurzii, Hiern. Andaman marble- wood or zebra- wood. 
Vern. Pecha-da, And. ; Kala lakri, Hind, (in Andamans) ; Thitktja, Burm, (in 
Andamans). 

An evergreen tree with thin smooth grey bark, ordinarily attaining 
a height of 40 to 50 ft. with a clear bole of 15 to 20 ft. and a girth up to 5 ft. ; 
occasionally it reaches larger dimensions. The wood, which is known on the 
London market, is a valuable and very handsome variegated ebony with 
alternating streaks of black and grey ; the out-turn of variegated wood from 
the log is, however, comparatively small. 

The tree is found throughout the Andamans, and occurs also in the Nicobars 
and Coco Islands. It is found scattered in semi-deciduous and evergreen 
forests, usually , on low-lying and undulating ground, along with padaiik {Ptero- 
carpus dalbergioides) and its associates. Its silviculture has not been studied 
in detail. 

4. Diospyros biirmaiiicaj Kurz. Vern. CTe, Burm. 

A small to moderate-sized deciduous tree with rigid branches. Bark 
rough, blackish. This tree is common in Burma in indaing forest of a dry 
type, usually on laterite, along with Dipterocarpus kiberctilatus, Shorea obtum, 
Pentacme suavis, Bmhanania latifoUa, and other trees characteristic of this 
type of forest, and also in the dry open mixed forests of the dry zone of Burma. 
The flowers appear in March-April, and the fruits ripen in December- January ; 
they are 1-1*5 in. in diameter, sw^eet and edible when ripe. The tree produces 
root-suckers freely, and often springs up gregariously on abandoned cultiva- 
tion by means of suckers from roots left in the ground (see Fig. 245). 

5. Diospyros Ebenum, Koenig, Ebony. Vern. Kanmkdli, Tam. ; Tuki, 
nalluti, Tel. ; Kaluwara, Cingh. 

A large evergreen tree with a dense crown and thick dark coriaceous 
leaves. Bark dark grey, rather rough, with longitudinal cracks. Mr. A. F. 
Broun ^ says that in Ceylon it attains a girth up to 14 ft. ; in India it is of com- 
paratively small size. The heartwood furnishes the true ebony of commerce, 
a jet-black, very hard, close-grained wood, used for turnery, carving, piano- 
keys, and fine ornamental work of various kinds. The tree is of great com- 
mercial importance in Ceylon, whence the wood is regularly exported to 

^ Ind. Forester, XXV (1899), p. 275. 
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Europe and elsewhere ; in India, however, the trees are neither large nor 
common enough to he of any great importance commercially. ^ 

Disteibution ahb habitat. Sparsely scattered in the forests oi the 
Deccan and Carnatic, chiefly in Kumool and Cuddapah, scarcer farther south. 
Bourdillon says that in Travancore it has been found only in the Anjmaud 
valley in the north, but it may also occur on the slopes above Puliyan and 
near Panagudi. It is a tree of the dry regions, and occurs chiefly in dry ever- 
green forests. , , . .1, 1 

In Ceylon, according to Mr. Broun, it is most abundant in the dry zone, 

and the richer forests are all in the northern half of the island, especially in 
the eastern portion of the North Central Province ; it is also well represented 
in the Northern and North-Western Provinces. Outside the dry zone it 
occurs in the intermediate zone, and in the south of the island it penetrates 
even into the moist zone. The best ebony is found on rocky well-drained soil, 
usually on sandy loam with a good subsoil drainage, but at times on soil with 
a fair proportion of clay ; it is frequently found near watercourses which are 
dry during part of the year, but never on swampy soil. It does not grow pure, 
but is found scattered in mixture with many other species, including Chloro- 
xylon Swietmia, Mimusops hexandra, NepTielium Longana, Oleniea zeylanica, 
Yitex altissima, Albizzia odoratissima, Berrya Ammonilla (on moister soils), 
and other species of Diospyros. ^ _ 

Eloweeing and eexjiting. In Ceylon the flowers appear about iVLa,rch, 
but the flowering season seems to be rather irregular ; the fruits usually ripen 
before the north-east monsoon, that is, about September-October, but the 
tree is said occasionaUy to seed twice a year. Good seed-years are somewhat 
irregular, and the seed is liable to the attacks of weevils (Broun). 

SiLVicuLTUEAL CHAEACTEES. The seedlings endure a fair amount of 
shade, but after they have established themselves the admission of light 
directly overhead is beneficial. Mr. Broun considers that it is best not to 
admit too much light until the maximum height is reached, when space should 

be given for the development of the crown. 

Bate oe growth. The rate of growth is slow. Mr. Broun gives for 
Ceylon the following average figures, which, however, he admits to be only 
tentative : 


GirtE. 

Gorreaponding age. 

ft. in. 

years. 

16 

25 

3 0 

75 

4 6 

135 

6 0 

200 


6 . Diospyros Chloroxylon, Boxb. Vern. Ninai, nensi, Mar. ; VUingi, Tel. 

A large shrub or small tree, often spinescent. Bark rough, dark grey, 
with small rectangular corky scales. Wood yellowish grey. This is a useful 
fuel plant, and yields good fodder ; the fruits are edible. It is found in many 
parts of central and southern India, extending north to Orissa, Ghanda, and 
Nasik. It is common in dry deciduous forests ; Gamble says it is common in 
the dry evergreen forests of Cuddapah, Kurnool, North Arcot, and Chingleput, 
preferring laterite and sandstone hills, and is a useful fuel plant ; Haines says 
it is common on cotton soil in North and South Chanda. 
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The flowers appear in Jmie-July, and the fruits ripen from January to 
April. The fruit is globose, smooth, shining, 0-3 in. in diameter^ mth 2-3 seeds. 
The seeds have a high percentage of fertility, and tests at Dehra Dun gave 
a fertility of 80 per cent, with* seeds kept for one year. Experimental plots 
at Dehra Dun showed that under natural conditions germination starts early 
in the rainy season, and that, as in the case of D. Melanoxylon and D. montana, 
if the seed is not buried, the young taproot may creep along the surface of the 
ground for some time in its efforts to penetrate the soil. In this case if exposed 
to the sun the seedling soon perishes, but under shade it ma}' remain alive 
and vigorous ; seedlings with two well developed foliage leaves have been 
observed with their taproots still creeping along the surface of the ground and 
developing lateral rootlets, although not yet established in the soil. The seed- 
lings are capable of standing a considerable amount of shade and of persisting 
under grass ; they ordinarily reach a height of 4-6 in. in the first season. 
The tree produces root-suckers. 

7. Diospyros montaiia, Roxb., inch D, cordijolia, Roxb. Vern. Bistmdu, 
Hind. ; Temhliwrni, Mar. ; Vahkanai, Tam. ; Ohok, Burm. 

A small to moderate-sized, very variable, deciduous tree, often spinescent. 
Nowhere very common, but widely distributed in deciduous forests throughout 
the greater part of India and in Burma (var. cordifolia only). The wood does 
not furnish anj^ black heartwood. The flowers appear from March to June, 
and the fruits ripen from December to February (northern India), but the 
fruiting season appears to vary ; Bourdillon (Travancore) and Talbot (Bombay) 
say the rainy season. On three occasions I have received fresh seeds from the 
Central Provinces in. June-July. The fruit is globose or ovoid, 0-7-1-2 in. 
in diameter, greenish yellow, turning black. The seeds are 0* 6-1*1 in. by 
0-4-0'5 in., brown, compressed ; the percentage of fertility is high. 

Under natural conditions the seed germinates early in the rainy >season, 
and if it lies unburied the taj)root may crawl along the surface of the ground 
for some time before it succeeds in penetrating the soil, as in the case of D, 
Melanoxylon and D, Chloroxylon, Under these conditions, if exposed to the 
sun, the germinating seedlings are liable to perish, but under shade they persist 
for some time until the taproot eventually establishes itself. Grass and w^eed- 
growth also act as an efficient protection during germination. The seedlings 
are capable of standing fairly 4ense shade. Their growth is slow. 

8. Diospyros ehretioides, Wall. Vevn, Aukchinsa, Burm. 

A large deciduous tree with spreading branches and large leaves up to 
1 ft. or more in length. The wood, which is grey with darker streaks, some- 
tiines handsomely mottled, is not much used. This is a familiar tree in the 
mixed deciduous forests of Burma, both in the upper and in the lower mixed 
types, though perhaps commoner in the latter. It is somewhat shade-bearing, 
its spreading crown being often conspicuous below an upper story. The 
fruits ripen in the cold season and are eaten by hornbills, as the Burmese 
name implies. 
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Generg; 1. Feaxinus, Linn.; 2. Olea, Linn.; 3. Nyctaxthes, Linn. ; 
4. SCHEEBEEA, Roxb. 

1. FRAXINUS, Linn. 

Brandis {Indian Trees) enumerates five Indian species : (1) F. floribtmda, 
Wall .5 flowers with petals, appearing after the leaves ; Afghanistan, trans- 
Indus, Himalaya, Khasi hills and Shan hills. (2) F. Griffithii, Clarke, flowers 
with petals, appearing after the leaves ; Mishmi hills. (3) F. excelsior, Linn, 
(including F. Hookeri, Wenzig), flowers without petals, appearing before the 
leaves, leaflets two to four pairs, base entire, upper part slightly serrate ; 
western Himalaya from the Ravi drainage westwards. (4) F. oxyphylla, 
M. Bieb,, similar to (3) but leaflets one to four pairs, coarsely serrate ; Balu- 
chistan, Afghanistan. (5) F, xanthoxyloides, Wall., syn. F. Moorcr of liana, 
Brandis, a shrub or small tree with very variable leaves, occurring in dry 
situations in the western Himalaya, Afghanistan, and Baluchistan. 

Parker {Forest Flora for the Punjab), distinguishing between F. floribunda, 
Wall., and F. micrantha, Lingelsh. — a very similar species except that the 
flowers have no petals — ogives (1) F .floribxmida, Wall., Himalaya, Nepal, Assam ; 
all the western Himalayan species he has seen belong to F . micrantha and not 
to F. floribunda. (2) F. micrantha, Lingelsh., Himalaya 6,000-7,000 ft., 
Kumaun to Bashahr and probably farther west ; he has, however, seen only 
one Punjab specimen. 

Species I, F. floribunda, Wall.; 2. F. excelsior, Linn.; 3. F. xanthoxy- 
hides, Wall. 

L Fraxinus floribunda. Wall. Indian ash. Vern. Sum, angu, W. Him. 

A large deciduous tree with opposite imparipinnate leaves ; leaflets usually 
seven to nine, all with petiolules except the upper pair, which are sub-sessile. 
Branchlets purple, compressed, glabrous, with white lenticels. Bark grey, 
smooth on young poles, rough with deep longitudinal furrow^s on older trees. 
Wood jrinkish white, moderately hard, tough, used for oars, shoulder-poles, &c. 

It is probable that many specimens termed F. floribunda in the forest are 
in reality F. micrantha (see introduction to this genus). 

The Indian ash is found in the Himalayarf region from Sikkim westwards 
at 5,000-9,000 ft., in the Khasi hills, and the Shan hills of Upper Burma at 
4,000 ft. It is occasionally cultivated in the Himalaya at suitable elevations. 
In the wild state the tree is by no means abundant, its distribution being 
somewhat local ; it is confined as a rule to rich moist soils and shady situations. 
Mr. Fernandez ^ says that in the Naini Tal district it occurs generally in the 
neighbourhood of limestone rocks, and that it seeds profusely and reproduces 
fairly well on loose soil free from weeds. 

The tree is leafless in the winter. The flowers appear in April-May and 
the fruits ripen in September-October. The seed lies dormant in the ground 
for a w^’hole year, and transplanting from the nursery is therefore better than 
direct sowing. Seed may be sown in the nursery in the autumn of ripening 
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or ill the following spring ; in either case it germinates in the spring ahoiit 
seventeen or twelve months later as the case may be. Transplanting is pre- 
ferably done in the winter with seedlings kept about two seasons in the nursery. 
During the first season the grovi}h of the seedling is comparatively slow, but 
during the second season it is usually faster, a height of 2 ft. being attainable 
hj the end of the season under favourable conditions, while by the end of the 
third season a height of 3-5 ft. is ordinarily attained. The treatment of the 
seed iisualty followed in Europe in the case of F. excelsior (see below) may 
p^'ove suitable for this species. 

The growth is slow to moderate : Gamble’s specimens gave an average 
of 13 rings per inch of radius, representing a mean annual girth increment of 
0*48 in. Wallicli gives 8 rings, or a mean annual girth increment of 0*78 in. 

2. Fraxiiius excelsior, Linn. European ash. Vern. 8%m, Punjab. 

A large straight-stemmed tree. Bark (India) light grey, smooth in young 
trees, becoming rough with deep longitudinal furrows in old trees. Wood 
whitish, moderately hard, tough and elastic, used for oars, shafts, tool-handles, 
and many other purposes. In the European ash there are nine to fifteen 
leaflets ; the Indian representative has usually five, rarely seven leaflets, and 
this together vdth other distinctions led Wenzig to regard it as a distinct 
species {F, Hookeri, Wenzig). 

Fraximts excelsior occurs wild in the western Himalaya at 7,000-10,000 ft. 
elevation in Hazara, Kashmir, and Chamba. Its distribution is very local ; it 
is confined to moist, deep, fertile soil, often in the neighbourhood of streams, 
and attains a height of 80-90 ft. and a girth of 8 ft. and over. There are some 
good specimens in the upper Siran valley in Hazara, on deep, moist, fertile 
loam obtained from the decomposition of mica schist; here the tree grows 
on the sides of moist ravines, often in the neighbourhood of running water, 
the surrounding forest consisting of spruce, silver fir, blue jaine, and deodar, 
as w^ell as horse-chestnut, maple, walnut, and other broad-leaved species. 
Pig. 250 shows a large tree in this locality. Natural reproduction springs up 
chiefly on newly exposed clean ground on the sides of moist ravines, often 
among boulders. 

The artificial cultivation of this ash deserves more attention. It has been 
planted with success as low as 4,000 ft., and appears to grow better at loww 
than at higher elevations. For planting purposes, however, care is necessary 
always to select deep, moist, fertile soil, preferably on the sides of ravines or 
near mountain streams. 

Based on European experience, its characters and requirements may be 
briefly indicated. The tree is a light-demander, but stands some shade in 
youth. It avoids sandy soil, thriving best on deep, moist, fertile loam, and 
in Europe is found most commonly on low ground near rivers. It has a well- 
developed root-system, and is wind-firm. It is sensitive to drought and to 
frost. It coppices and pollards well, and reproduces to some extent by suckers ; 
stools, however, do not live very long. In Europe the seed ripens in October 
and falls during the winter, germinating in the second spring : it retains its 
vitality for two or three years. Before sowing it is usual to bury the seed in 
sand from the time it ripens until the second spring, when it is sown as late 
as possible to avoid the risk of late frosts. In nurseries the seedlings are 
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pricked out in the spring the year after sowing, and are ready for planting 
out one or twQ. years later. 

The ash is treated as coppice, coppice-with-standards, on the pollard 
system, or as high forest, in which case it should be underplanted with a shade- 
bearer. The height-growth is fairly rapid, but the tree does not attain a great 
age or a very large diameter. 

3. Fraxinus xanthoxyloides. Wall. Syn. F> Moorcroftiana^ Brandis. Vern. 
Smijal, hanuz, anga, W, Him. 

A large shrub or small tree with branchlets compressed and minutely and 
densely pubescent. Bark grey, smooth, dark and cracked when old. Wood 
hard, used for tool-handles, walking-sticks, and fuel. Indigenous in the western 
Himalaya from Kashmir to Kumaun at 3,000-9,000 ft., trans-Indus, Afghani- 
stan, and Baluchistan; locally plentiful and often gregarious on dry slopes, 
chiefly in the inner Himalayan valleys. In Hazara it occurs on dry hill-sides 
in scrub forest in the Kagan valley, chiefly between 4,500 and 6,000 ft., asso- 
ciated at the lower elevations with Acacia moclesta, Olea cuapidata, Berberis 
spp.j and P'linica Granatum, and in places with Quercits Ilex, Eig. 251 shows 
the rocky ground on which it is often found. The tree is much lopped for 
fodder. It is an important species in the Baluchistan forests. The flowers 
appear March-April and the fruit ripens July-August. Adverse weather 
conditions sometimes prevent the ripening of the seed. The growth is slow : 
Brandis gives 20 rings per inch of radius, representing a mean annual girth 
increment of 0*31 in. The following measurements of coppice-shoots in the 
Hazar-Ganj forest are recorded in the Baluchistan Forest Reports for 1914-15 
and 1915-16 : 

Fraxinus xanihoxyloides : coppice measurements, Hazar-Ganj forest, 
Baluchistan, 1914-16. 

Height. Height. 


Age. 

1914-15. 

1915-16. 

Age. 

1914-15. 

1915-16. 

years. 

ft. 

ft. 

years. 

ft. 

ft. 

1 

1-3 


6 

4-10 

, . 

2 

2-4 

2-4 

7 

6-12 

6-12 

3 

2-6 

2-5 

8 

8-13 

8-13 

4 

' 2-4 _ 

6-8 

9 

6-14 

10-14 

5' 


6-9 

10 


10-15 


2. OLEA, Linn. 

Species 1. 0. Wall. ; 2. 0. glandulifera^ 3. 0. dioica^ 

Eoxb. ; 4. 0. e^fcropaea, Linn. 

1. Olea cusp idata. Wall. Syn. 0. ferruginea, Royle. Indian olive, wild 
olive, Yerti. KaOy kahuyW, Him.; ZaitiUny Pushtu. (Fig. 252.) 

A moderate-sized unarmed evergreen tree with small coriaceous leaves, 
dark green above, reddish brown beneath. Bark grey, thin, smooth, exfoliating 
in narrow strips. Wood brown, very hard, close grained, used for tool-handles, 
turnery, combs, &c. ; an excellent fuel. This species yields very little oil 
from the fruit kernels, but it makes a suitable stock on which to graft the 
cultivated olive, 0. eiifopaea, Linn., to which it is closely allied. It attains 
a height of 30 to 40 ft. and a girth of 6 ft. or more. 



a? 


Fig. 250. (with man at base), girth 8 ft. 1 in., ^bl. Fraximis xmithoxyloides^ Kagan valle 

Upi)er Siran valley, Hazai^a. 



Fig. 252. Olea ciispidata, Hazara, 
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: Distribution and habitat. Indigenous in the western Himalaya, 
ascending to 6,000 ft., from the Jumna westward, the Suliman and Salt Ranges, 
Mils to the west of Sind, Afghanistan, and Baluchistan. In the western 
Himalaya it is somewhat local, occurring chiefly along the outer hills and in 
the dry inner valleys. In the trans-Indus country, along the eastern flank 
of the Suliman and other ranges, it is often abundant. In the Salt Range it 
grows equally well on limestone, sandstone, shale, and marl. It is usually 
more or less gregarious, and is verj- common on hilly ground, often associated 
with Doclonaea viscosa^ Acacia modesta, A. Catechu, Carissa spinarum, Reptonia 
buxifolia, and Pistacia integerrima ; in the Pinus longifolia forests it often 
occurs on rocky ground on hot aspects. In the KalacMtta range of hills in the 
Rawalpindi district it is abundant on limestone, favouring the valleys and the 
northern slopes up to 1,500-2,000 ft., above which altitude it is gradually 
replaced by Dodonaea : on hot exposed situations with shallow soil it is less 
plentiful, giving way to Acacia modesta. Except in a few places at the foot 
of this range it does not extend into the plains. In Hazara it is common on 
the limestone hills of the Khanpur range at 2,500 to 5,000 ft., associated with 
Acacia modesta, Punica Granatum, Berberis Lyciiim, Pinus longifolia, and other 
species ; in the Kagan valley it is found- on hot hill-sides at 3,500-5,500 ft., 
often with Fraxinus xanihoxyloides. It is often planted in gardens in the 
plains of northern India. The tracts in which the tree grows wild are charac- 
terized by great heat and long periods of drought in the hot season, with 
a considerable degree of cold in the winter ; the rainfall for the most part 
varies from 15 to 30 in. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. The leaves are shed in 
January-February and the new leaves appear before the old ones all fall. 
The white flowers appear from March to September, according to locality and 
elevation. The fruit, which ripens from September to December, is a black 
ovoid drupe about 0*3-0*5 in. long with a bony endocarp. 

The seedling. The growth of the seedling is very slow% an average 
height of only about 3 in. per annum being the usual rate of growth during 
the first three years. A long taproot is developed at an early stage. The 
seedling is sensitive to drought, and under natural conditions requires shade 
and moderately good soil for its establishment. 

Silvicultural characters. The tree is a shade-bearer. It is browsed 
by camels and goats ; browsed plants usually assume a dense shrubby form 
with small leaves, from the centre of wMch a few long shoots with normal 
leaves appear, which, if allowed, grow up into trees. Deer and wild sheep 
(oorial), where present, also do damage by browsing, especially to coppice- 
shoots. The tree is often lopped for fodder. It coppices well if cut in the 
dry season, and produces root-suckers. Experiments carried out in the Punjab 
in 1912 and 1913 showed that from August to October inclusive coppicing was 
a failure, while from January to June inclusive it was very successful ; coppicing 
in July gave moderately good results, while the results of fellings in November 
and December were not conclusive when the observations were recorded.^ 

Natural reproduction, Mr. B. 0. Coventry ^ has recorded some 

1 Punjab Forest Conference Proceedings, 1913 and 1911: 

2 Ind. Forester, xii (1915), p. 395. 
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observations on the natural reproduction of the wild olive.- Germination 
appears to taka place about February, and the essential conditions for success- 
ful reproduction are shade during youth and sufficient depth of fertile humus 
soil. Mr. Coventrjr contrasts the absence of reproduction in the Kalachitta 
and Khairimurat ranges of the Eawalpindi forest division, where the soil is 
shallow, exposed, and denuded, with the satisfactory reproduction observable 
in parts of the Salt Range, where owing to more effective cover and more 
favourable soil conditions natural seedlings are to be found in some quantity ; 
these seedlings are always found under the shade of bushes or trees and in 
pockets of good humus soil, never in the open or on shallow denuded soil. 
The presence of olive trees in the former tract is accounted for by the fact 
that these must have sprung up when the ground w^'as well covered with 
shrubs and trees and the soil had not become denuded, and the perpetuation 
of the species has been effected by suckers and not by seedling reproduction. 

Aetificial repeodxtction. The tree may be grown from seed sown 
towards the end of the cold season in light porous mould, either in pots or 
in raised nursery -beds ; the seedlings should be kept shaded and regularly 
watered. The young plants may be planted out during the rainy season of 
the following year, or, if irrigation is possible, in April. Direct sowings in 
blanks always fail, but seed sown in fairly good soil under the shade of bushes 
may have a reasonable chance of success. The tree can be grown successfully 
from cuttings, pieces of mature wood about |-1 in. in diameter being used : 
it can also be raised successfully by transplanting root-suckers. 

Rate of grow*th. The growth is slow. The annual rings are not distinct, 
but can sometimes be distinguished with approximate accuracy : by their aid 
and by measurements of coppice-shoots, it is estimated in the Kalachitta 
working plan that coppice attains a girth of 15 in. in about thirty years, and 
this period has been adopted as the rotation for coppice fellings. Coppice- 
shoots six years old in the Dartian reserved forest, Khanpur range, Hazara, 
reached a height of 11 ft. and a girth of 4 in. at the base. Generally speaking, 
it may be said that the more vigorous coppice-shoots grow for some years at 
the rate of about 2 ft. per annum. 

2. Olea glandulifera. Wail. Vern. Gulili, gair, galchtyW, Him. 

A moderate-sized tree with a shady, broad, rounded crown and a short 
bole. Wood hard, durable. Indigenous in the outer Himalaya, up to 6,000 ft., 
usually in shady ravines and along rivers and streams ; Mothronwala swamp, 
Dehra Dun. Gamble’s specimens showed 12 to 33 rings per inch of radius, 
or a mean annual girth increment of 0*19 to 0*52 in., which is slow. Brandis 
mentions a section of a tree forty-three years old, grown in the Botanic Gardens, 
Calcutta, which had 43 rings on a radius of 10 in., giving a mean annual girth 
increment of 1-48 in., which shows that the growth under favourable conditions 
may be fast. 

3. Olea dioica, Roxb. Vern. Xammfia, Mar. 

A moderate-sized tree of the eastern Himalaya, Duars, Assam, Chittagong, 
Western Ghats, southwards to Travancore, in moist forests, both evergreen 
and deciduous. Bourdillon says that in deciduous forest in Travancore it does 
not attain more than 50 ft. in height, but in evergreen forest it reaches a height 
of 100 ft. and a diameter of 2| ft. He gives the rate of growth as 5 rings per 
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incli of radius, representing a mean annual girth increment of 1-26 in. The 
wood is of good quality, but is apparently not used. FL January to March ; 
fr. April to June, S. India (Bourdillon). 

4. Olea europaea, Linn. European olive, common olive. 

A tree closely allied to 0. mspidata, but the leaves are grey above and 
white beneath, the inflorescence is denser, the fruit larger, and the branchlets 
in the ungrafted plant are spineseent. The olive is indigenous in Syria and 
is largely cultivated in the Mediterranean region and in certain valleys in the 
Alps. xA.ccording to Professor Eaoul Blanchard ^ the distribution of the olive 
in the French Alps depends little on soil, latitude, or altitude, the deciding 
factor being exposure, for the tree must have shelter from north, north-west, 
and north-east winds, and will not tolerate any wind-swept situation ; the 
most favourable aspects in that region are southerly to easterly. 

The cultivation of the olive has been attempted from time to time in 
India, and within recent years experimental cultivation has been carried on 
with some success in the Punjab by grafting on stocks of 0. cuspidata. 
Systematic experiments were started in 1910-11 at Sakesar in the Shahpur 
district and Khairimurat in the Rawalpindi district, and some of the grafted 
trees commenced bearing fruit after four years. Experiments have also been 
carried out in Kashmir and in Baluchistan. In 1910 about 200 olive plants 
obtained from southern France were planted in Baluchistan, and these fruited 
in 1916. Budding was carried out on stocks of wild olive (0. cuspidata), the 
latter being cut down to produce coppice-shoots, which were large enough for 
budding when three years old. It was found that the best time to bud is 
about September. 

3. NYCTANTHES, Linn. 

Nyctaiithes Arbor- tristis, Linn. Yqvii, Har^ liaTsingaT^ hafasU, siJimii, 
Hind. ; Harsingy'KMi. ; Parijiak, Mar. ; Krisliti, Tel. ; Seikpalu, Biirm. 

A large shrub or small tree with drooping quadrangular branches and 
scabrous leaves. Bark grey or greenish white, rough. Common in the sub- 
Himalayan tract, in the SiwMik hills and outer Himalaya up to 5,000 ft., 
from the Chenab to Nei)al, Chota Nagpur, Central India, Central Provinces, 
southward to the Godavari, Burma (rare). Often cultivated for its fragrant 
flowers. Within its region this tree, often nothing more than a shrub, is 
important from its capacity for clothing dry steep hill-sides and rocky ground, 
where it is often gregarious, forming almost the only vegetation and serving 
to fix unstable or denuded slopes, where it spreads quickly. It sends out long 
stout lateral roots from which are produced bushy suckers in abundance : it 
also reproduces readily from seed. It stands a moderate amount of shade, 
and is often found as an undergrowth in dry deciduous forests. It is not 
readily browsed, even by goats, and thus succeeds in establishing itself even 
where there is grazing. It coppices readily, and gives good fuel. It is leafless 
in April-May. The fragrant flowers, mth orange-red corolla-tubes and white 
spreading lobes, appear from August to October, and the capsules ripen from 
November to Februar}^ 


1 La Geogi’apliie, October and November 1910, 



662 


XXXVIII. OLEACEAE 


4. SCHREBERA, Roxb. 

Schrebera swietenioides, Roxb. 'Mevn. Mokha, ghant,'E.md.-, Mogalinga, 
Tam. ; Makkam, mokkalapa, Tel. ; Thitswelwe, Burm. 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree with grey branchlets thickened at the 
nodes and opposite imparipinnate leaves. Bark grey, thin, scaly. Wood hard, 
close grained, used for house-posts, turning, &c. 

The tree is found in rather dry mixed deciduous forests often on hiUy 
ground, in the sub-Himalayan tract from the Ramganga river eastwards, 
Chota Nagpur, Central India, Rajputana, the Central Provinces, and the 
Indian Peninsula generally ; Burma, in dry mixed forests. It is not a gre- 
garious tree, but is founfl scattered in greater or less abundance in mixture 
with other species. 

The tree is leafless from Eebruary-March till April-May. The terminal 
cymose panicles of yellowish brown flowers appear with the young leaves from 
April to June, and the fruits ripen during the following cold season. The 
tree is easily recognized from its characteristic fruit, a pear-shaped, two-valved, 
two-celled, woody capsule about 2-2-5 in. long, with two to four large angular 
seeds in each cell. 

The tree stands a slight amount of shade. In the abnormal drought of 
1899 and 1900 in the Indian Peninsula it was only slightly affected, but it is 
somewhat sensitive to frost. It produces root-suckers. 

Little is known regarding the rate of growth : a cross-section 2 ft. 1 in. 
in girth in the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun had 31 rings, giving a mean 
annual girth increment of 0-8 in. 

ORDER XXXIX. SALVADORACEAE 

SALVADORA, Linn. 

Species 1. S. oleoides, Dene.; 2. S. per sica, Liim. 

1. Salvadora oleoides. Dene. Vern. Wdn, van, jdl, ’Punjab ; Kabbar, jlidr, 
Sind ; Pilu, Mar. 

K shrub or small tree with drooping branches, evergreen or nearly so. 
Wood sometimes used for building, agricultural implements, &c. ; a poor fuel* 
The sweet fruit is eaten, often dried. The tree is a useful one for clothing 
desert tracts : it gives a dense shade which is welcomed by cattle in the heat 
of the day. This is a common species in the arid desert tracts of the Punjab 
and Sind, and occurs to some extent in Rajputana. In the Jaipur State it 
is common. It is gregarious, and is frequently associated with Capparis 
aphylla, Prosopis spicigera, Tamarix articulata, and sometimes with Salvadora 
persica. In the trans-Indus hills it ascends to 3,000 ft., and in the Salt Range 
to 2,400 ft. (Brandis). It seems to thrive where the rainfall is below 25 in., 
becoming scarcer where it is higher. It is capable of thriving on saline soils, 
where, however, it is stunted. 

It coppices fairly well, and regenerates freely by root-suckers and to some 
extent by natural layers. A dense, almost impenetrable growth is often formed 
by a parent stem surrounded by a ring of root-suckers, while seedlings also 
spring up under its shade. The new leaves appear about April. The small 
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greenish wliite flowers appear in March-x4pril and the fruits ripen about June : 
the fruit is a yellow berry 0-2 in. in diameter. The seeds are spread by birds, 
and seedlings may be found under bushes of Capparis apkyllw or sometimes 
epiphytically on Tamarix and other trees. The tree suffers Mttle from grazing 
except where it is very heavy ; it is often lopped for camel and goat fodder. 
It suffers considerably from frost. 

2. Salvadora persica, Linn. Syn. /S. mcUca, Wight ; S, WigJitiana, Planch. 
Tootlnbrush tree, mustard tree (of Scripture). Verii. Kabbar, pilu, Sind ; JdL 
jMl, Rajpiitana ; Khakhm, Mar.; Ghtmia, Teh; Opa, Tam. 

A small evergreen tree with drooping branches, sometimes attaining 30 
to 40 ft. in height, vith a short, often fluted stem. The leaves and fruits are 
pungent. Wood soft, white, little used. A tree of the dry and arid regions 
of India, with a wider distribution than the last : Baluchistan, Sind, trans- 
Indiis, Punjab, Rajputana, Ganges valley round Dellii and Agra, the Circars, 
Guzerat, the Konkan, North Kanara, and the Deccan. It is often found on 
saline soil, and in the Peninsula on black cotton soil. In North Kanara it 
grows on the sea-coast above high-water mark in thickets with Clerodendron 
inermey Zizyphus Oenoplia, Z. Jttjttba, and other species (Talbot). In the 
Thana district it is found along tidal creeks with Aegiceras and Avicennia 
(Ryan). It grows readily from seed and coppices well (Brandis). In the 
Punjab the seed ripens in June. For planting purposes seedlings ought usually 
to be kept in the nursery for three years. Coppice-shoots in the Abdulla 
Kheli forest, Baluchistan, measured in 1912-13, reached a height of 16 ft. in 
five years. 


ORDER XL. APOCYNACEAE 

This large order contains one or two trees and shrubs of interest in Indian 
forestry, as well as a large number of climbers, some noxious, some ornamental. 
Most of the species have milky juice, and some are producers of caoutchouc. 
Attention was drawn some years ago to the possibilities as a rubber-producing 
plant of the Burmese climber Uremia esculenta, Benth. (syn. Chavannesia 
esculenta, I)C.)y but experiments have shown that the quantity of rubber 
yielded does not pay for the labour of obtaining it. Chonemorpha macrophylla, 
G. Don, a widely distributed climber of the moist forests of India, yields 
a form of caoutchouc, but is not exploited. Parameria gland^Ufera, Benth. 
(vern, Talaingsoky Brnm.), a large climber of the coasts of Tenasserim and the 
Andamans, is said to yield caoutchouc of good quality. Of non-Indian rubber- 
producing plants the best known are species of LandolpMa and Kickxia and 
Fmitumia elustica, StB,pt. 

Among familiar climbers of the forest and waste lands may be mentioned 
Vallaris Heyneiy Spreng., Mid Ichnocarpus frutescem, R. Br. A strikingly 
handsome climber, which is frequently grown in gardens, and produces masses 
of large bell-shaped flowers, is Beaumontia grandifioray Wall,, a native of the 
eastern Himalaya, Sylhet, and Chittagong. It grows rapidly and is easily 
propagated from seed, cuttings, or layers. 

Genera 1. Holabkhena, R. Br.; 2. Alstonia, R. Br.; 3. Weightia, 
R. Br. ; 4. Cabissa, Linn. 
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L HOLARRHENA, R. Brown. 

HolaiThen^ antWysenterica, Wall. Syn. H, Codaga, G. Don ; Chone- 
morpha antidysenterica, G. Don. Vern. DudM, karra, kura, kachri, Hind.: 
Kudu, Mar. ; Kodaga, Mar. ; Lettokgyi, Burm. (Eig. 263.) 

A small deciduous tree \rith opposite entire leaves. Bark greyish brown, 
scaly. Wood white, soft, even grained, used for carving into picture-frames, 
domestic utensils, and fancy articles of various kinds. The bark and seeds 
(indarjau, Hind.) are used medicinally. The tree is of interest and importance 
in Indian forestry from its great abundance and wide distribution, in which 
respect it is a useful accessory species in clothing the ground and acting as 
a nurse to more valuable species : the tree is important for reclothing waste 
lands. 

Distribution and habitat. Widely distributed throughout India and 
Burma in deciduous forests and open waste lands, where it is often gregarious. 
It ascends the outer Himalayan valleys to 4,000 ft., and is abundant in the 
sal and mixed deciduous forests of the sub -Himalayan tract, being one of the 
component species of the mixed type of forest representing the transition 
stage between the riverain forests of Acacia Catechu and Dalbergia Sissoo and 
the sal forests on older and more elevated land. It is also a common species 
in the mixed deciduous forest of the dtj bhabar tract skirting the base of the 
outer hills. It is common throughout the greater part of the Indian Peninsula, 
down to Malabar and Travancore. 

In Burma it is fairly common in dry open mixed forests, often on laterite, 
and in indaing (dry dipterocarp) forest. It reaches the dry zone of Burma, 
but is probably absent from the drier parts of that zone. 

Within its habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies from 
105° to 118° E., the absolute minimum from 30° to 55° E., and the normal 
rainfall from 30 to 150 in. 

Leaf-shedding, elowering, and fruiting. The leaves turn yellow 
about December- January and fall about January-February, the tree remaining 
leafless until the new leaves appear about April. The flowering period is 
somewhat variable : flowering may commence as early as April, but usually 
takes place in May and June, sometimes continuing until July and August, 
when flowers may be found along with nearly full-sized unripe fruits. The 
white flowers, which are arranged in terminal corymbose cymes, are very 
fragrant. The fruits are pairs of slender follicles 8-16 in. long : they develop 
rapidly after the flowering is over, and are full-sized by August to October, 
but do not ripen xmtil February to April, when they deliisce on the tree, and 
the numerous seeds escape. The seeds (Fig. 255, a) are Q-5-0-8 in. long, linear, 
light brown, with a thin, somewhat brittle, closely adhering testa, and crowned 
at one end with a coma of pale brown silky hairs 1*5-2 in. long, with the aid 
of wdiich the seeds are distributed to some distanGe by the wind : 900-1,000 
seeds weigh 1 oz., and there are usually about 25-30 in each follicle. Fresh 
seed has a high percentage of germination, but a considerable proportion loses 
its vitality if kept for one year. 

Flowering and fruiting begin at an early stage in the life of the tree. 
A nursery-raised seedling at Dehra Dun, from seed sown in May 1911, flowered 
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Fig. 254. Alstonia scholaris, Dehra Dun, United Provinces 
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for the first time in May 1913 and bore numbers of good fruits in February- 
March 1914. Under natural conditions, where the plants do not develop so 
vigorously, flowering does not take place so early, as has been ^observed in the 
case of plants grown under natural conditions at Dehra Dim : in the forest, 
however, plants still in the condition of shrubs ma}" often be observed in 
flower. 


GEEMiNATioisr (Fig. 255, 6-/). Epigeous. The radicle emerges from the 
end of the seed : the hypocotyl arches slightly, soon straightening and carrying 
above ground the cotyledons with the testa usually enclosing their extremities. 
The cotyledons, which are convolute in the seed, unroll themselves and expand, 
and the testa then falls to the ground, often adhering for some time to one of 
them before falling. 

The seedliho (Fig. 255). 

Roots : primary root moderately long, terete, tapering, wiry, white turn- 
ing yellow or light brown, pubescent : lateral roots numerous, moderately 
long, fibrous, pubescent, distributed down main root. Hypocotyl distinct 
from root, 1*2-2 in. long, terete, tapering upwards, white tm'ning green, 
minutely pubescent. Cotyledons : petiole less than 0*1 in. long, chamiellecl 
above, pubescent : lamina 0*9-1 *1 in. by 0-5-0-7 in., foliaceous, cordate, 
acute, entire, bright gi'een, glabrous, or slightly pubescent near the base on 
the under side, convolute in the seed, 5- veined from the base, the three central 
veins more prominent than the two lateral veins, subsidiary veins reticulate. 
Stem erect, terete, woody, pubescent ; internodes 0-5-F3 in. long. Leaves 
simple, opposite, exstipulate. Petiole 0*15 in. long, channelled above. Lamina 
l*7-3*5 in. by 0*6-l*3 in., ovate lanceolate, acute or acuminate, base acute 
and slightly decurrent, entire, glabrous, lateral veins 6-9 pairs. 

Under natural conditions the seedling grows somewhat slowly during the 
first season, as a rule reaching a height of about 4 to 6 in. by the end of the 
year ; in subsequent years the growth is more rapid. Weeding and watering 
greatly stimulate growth. Seedlings are frost-tender and are also liable to be 
killed by drought during the first season, mortality from the latter cause being 
considerable. Young plants are fairly light-demanding, and suffer from sup- 
pression : they are sometimes liable to serious defoliation by caterpiflars. 
The leaves of seedlings fall from Deoember to February, new growth com- 
mencing in March (northern India). 

The following measurements in experimental plots at Dehra Dun give 
some indication of the rate of growth of young plants under different con- 
ditions : 

Holarrhena aniidysenterica : development of seedlings, Dehra Dun. 

Height at end of season. 

Condition under which grown. 1st season. 2nd season. 3rd season. 4th 

(1) Nursery plant, weeded and 1 ft. 5 in. 6 ft. 6 in. 10 ft. 5 in. 13 ft. 


watered 

(2) Transplants of first rains, not Maximum 1 ft. 6 in. Maximum 3 ft. 2 in. 1 ft, 9 in.-4 ft. O in. 


weeded or watered after trans- 
planting . 



, 1ft. 2 ill. Maximum 3 ft. 9 in. 

(3) Broadcast sowing, weeded, 
not watered 


Oft.Sin. „ 

(4) Line sowings, weeded, not 
watered 


0 ft, 7 in. ,, 

, 1ft. Gin. 

(5) Natural conditions (among 
weeds) 


Oft. 4|in. , 

, 1 ft. 7 ill. 1 ft. 10 in. 
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Silvigultukal chabacteks. The tree stands a slight amoimt of shack% 
but develops best in full light. In the abnormal drought of 1907 and 1908 
in the forests of Oudli it proved to be decidedly har%. It ns sensitive to 
frost, but has good powers of recovery from the base when killed down, and 
may often be found in abundance persisting on grassy areas subject to severe 
frost. It is not readily browsed, even by goats. It coppices well, and shoots up 
readily after severe damage by fire. It produces root-suckeu’s in abundance. 

Natitbal bepbodxjctiok. Under natural conditions germination takes 
place during the rainy season, chiefly at the beginning of tliat season. In 
their earlier stages many seedlings are destroyed by drought, and frost often 
keeps the young gro^vth back. Nevertheless this species regenerates with 
great freedom, owing partly to its regular and abundant seeding from, an early 
age, partly to its comparative immunity from damage bj^ grazing, and partly 
to its power of recovery from injury of all kinds. In the open grass-lands so 
common in sal forests it often appears in great abundance with fire-protection, 
and is a most useful nurse for the sal seedlings, which appear underneath it 
and gradually make their way through it. 

Aktificial reprobijction. The tree can be raised artificially vdthout 
difficulty both by direct sowing and by transplanting from the nursery. 
Experiments at Dehra Dun have shown that great success can be attained 
by line sowings along with field crops, provided that a strip about 2 ft. wide 
is kept clear of field crops along the line, the croj)s being sown in the inter- 
vening spaces ; regular weeding along the lines is necessary during the first 
two dr three years, and loosening of the soil from time to time is advantageous ; 
as the seedlings are apt to form a dense line the}^^ should be thinned out 
periodically. 

For transplanting purposes seed should be sown in the nursery in March 
or early April : the seedlings ordinarily appear in two or three weeks, and 
are ready for transplanting in the first rainy season. 

Rate OF growth. High forest sample plots in the United Provinces 
show mean annual girth increments of 0*05, 0*12, 0-13, 0*14, 0*28, and 0*41 in., 
but these figures are probably misleading, as they refer chiefly to small-sized 
trees in sal sample plots, and have evidently been thoroughly suppressed, in 
the first four instances at all events. A cross-section from the United Provinces 
in the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun had 60 rings for a girth of 3 ft. 6 in., 
giving a mean annual girth increment of 0*7 in. Gamble’s specimens showed 
7 to 8 rings per inch of radius, giving a mean annual girth increment of 0*78 
to 0*9 in. 

Various coppice measurements have been Recorded. Measurements made 
in 1911 in Gonda, United Provinces, gave an average height of 5*1 ft. as against 
4*7 ft. for sal in a coupe one 3?'ear old, and 6*8 and 5 ft. as against 10 and 7*6 ft. 
for sal in two coupes two years old. Measurements by Mr. A. F. Broun in 
1886 in a coppice coupe nine years old near Dehra Dun gave an average height 
of 15*5 ft. as against 16 ft. for sal, and an average girth of 8 in. as against 
8*6 in. for sal. 

Measurements made in 1910 by Mr. C. M. in copj>ice coupes in 

the Gorakhpur district, United Provinces, gave the following results for 
Holarrhena as compared with sal : 
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Eolarrlmia antidysenterica : measurements in coppice coupes, Goraklipiir. 
Mean height. Mean girth. Mean height. Mean girth. 


Age. 

Holarrhena. 

Sal. 

Holarrhena, 

Sal. 

Age. 

Eolarfhena. 

Sal. 

Holarrhena, 

Sal 

years. 

it. 

ft. 

in. 

in. 

years. 

ft. 

ft. 

in. 

■ ill. 

2 

4-0 

3*0 



10 

12*0 

15*3 

3*7 

4*8 

4 

6-5 

7-0 

1-7 

2*0 

12 

13*6 

17*5 

4*3 

5*8 

6 

8-5 

10-3 

2-5 

2*9 

14 

15*2 

19*2 

4*8 

6*7 

8 

10-4 

13-0 

3-2 

3*8 

16 

16*8 

20*9 

. 5*3 

7*5 


2. ALSTONIA, R. Br. 

Alstonia scholaris, R. Br. Vern. Satni, satian, Hind.; Satwin, Mar.; 
Mudhol, Kan.; Eda hula, TeL; Palai, Tam.; Lettdh, taungme6h, ‘Emim. 
(Big. 254.) 

A large evergreen tree with a tall stem, often fluted and buttressed, 
whorled branches, and dark green shiny leaves in whorls of 4 to 10. Bark 
grey, yellow inside, exuding milky juice when cut. Wood soft, white, used 
for boxes, scabbards, writing-boards, &c. 

Scattered throughout the greater part of India and Burma where the 
rainfall is over 50 in., preferring fairly moist situations ; not in the dry regions. 
The tree is nowhere very abundant or gregarious. Bl. December to March ; 
fr. May to July. The fruits consist of pairs of slender follicles 1-2 ft. long, 
hanging in clusters, containing numerous densely ciliate seeds. 

The only measurement of the rate of growth available is one made in 
Gorakhpur, United Provinces, showing an average height of 6 ft. 8 in. for 
coppice three years old. 

3. WRIGHTIA, R. Br. 

Sj)ecies 1. W . tomentosa, liiOQm. and Sch. ; 2. W, R. Br. 

I. Wrightia tomentosa, Roem. and Sch. Syn. W. mollissima, Wall. ; 
W. WalUchii, A. DC. Vern. Dudhi, hear, darbela, Hind. ; Kala indarjau, Mar. ; 
Telia pala, TeL; Pala, Tam,; LeUdhthein, Burm. 

A small deciduous tree with slender pubescent branches and opposite 
distichous softly tomentose leaves. Bark grey, corky, exuding a yellowish 
white latex when cut. Wood white, moderately hard, even-grained, used for 
turning, carving, domestic utensils, &c. 

Distbibxjtion and habitat. Distributed throughout the greater part of 
India and found in various parts of Burma, but not so common or so gregarious 
as Holarrhena antidysentenca,^^ the sub-Himalayan tract it is rare west of 
the Beas ; it ascends the outer valleys to 4,000 ft., and extends eastward to 
Assam. It is common on the boulder deposits of the dry formation 

skirting the base of the outer hills. In Chota Nagpur and the Central Provinces 
it is somewhat local and nowhere abundant, and throughout the Peninsula 
generally it is distributed -more or less locally. It occurs commonly in rather 
open mixed deciduous forests, and also in sal forest. In Burma it is fairly 
common in mixed deciduous forests of the upper and lower types. 

Within its habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies from 
105° to 118° B,, the absolute minimum from 30° to 55° B., and the normal 
rainfall from 35 to 150 in. 
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Leaf-sheddikg, 5'LOWEEING, AKD . FRUITING. The leaves fall during 
January and early February, and the trees are leafless during February, 
March, and part of April, the new leaves appearing in April-May. The 
yellowish white flowers, with red coronal scales, in corymbose cymes, appear 
from April to June. The fruit consists of two connate many-seeded follicles 
joined into a single pendulous grooved cylindrical pod 6-12 in. long and 0*5- 
0*7 in. thick, rough with white specks ; the follicles separate before dehiscing. 
The fruits are usually full-sized by August, but do not ripen and dehisce until 
from January to March or even April. The seeds (Fig. 256, a) are 0*5-0*7 in. 
long, linear, light yellowish grey, crowmed with a tuft of wiiite silky hairs by 
the aid of which they are disseminated by the wind : about 1,500-1,700 seeds 
w^eigh 1 oz. Fresh seeds have a high percentage of fertility, but if kept for 
a year they lose their vitality. 

Germination (Fig. 256, 6-6). Epigeous. The radicle emerges from the 
end of the seed and the hypocotyl elongates, canying above ground the 
cotyledons enclosed in the testa. The cotyledons, w^hich are convolute in the 
seed, unroll themselves and expand, and the testa then falls to the ground, 
or clings to the edge of one cotyledon for some little time before falling. 

The seedling (Fig. 256). 

Boots : primary long, terete, wiry, flexuose : lateral roots numerous, 
fibrous, distributed down main root. Hypocotyl distinct from root, terete, 
tapering slightly upwards, finely pubescent. Cotyledons : petiole 0*1 in. long, 
flattened above", finely pubescent : lamina 0*6-0*8 in. by 0*e5-0-7 in., foliaceous, 
slightly fleshy, cordate, acute, entire, green, glabrous above, minutety pubescent 
beneath, convolute in the seed. Stem erect, terete, tomentose ; internodes 
0 . 4 - 0 . 8 in. long. Leaves on main stem opposite, sub-opposite or alternate, 
exstipulate. Petiole up to 0-1 in. long, jSnely tomentose. Lamina O-S-2-5 in. 
by 0*5-0*8 in., ovate- or elliptical-lanceolate, acuminate, entire, finety tomentose 
on both surfaces, lateral veins 5-10 pairs. 

Under natural conditions the growth of the seedling during the first season 
is moderate, a height of about 3-10 in, being attained : subsequently the 
growth is more rapid provided it is not interfered with by weeds, w’hich exercise 
an adverse influence on the development of the young plant. Weeding and 
w’^atering stimulate rapid growth from the commencement, seedlings regularly 
weeded and watered at Dehra Dun having reached a height of as much as 
3 ft. 5 in. to 3 ft. 10 in. by the end of the first season. These vigorous plants, 
whose further grow^th is recorded below, produced flowers, from which no 
fruits developed, at the end of the second season, while at the end of the third 
season flowers were produced w^hich resulted in the formation of fertile 
fruits. 

The seedlings are decidedly sensitive to frost, but though liable to be 
killed back they have good power of recovery. In northern India the season’s 
growth ceases about October-November, new growth starting in March-April ; 
the leaves commence falling in October-November and the seedlings are leafless 
from December to March. 

The following measurements in experimental plots at Dehra Dun give 
some indication of the rate of growth of young plants and the beneficial effect 
of w^eeding : 
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Wrightia tomentosa : development of seedlings, Dehra- Dun. 

Height at end of season. 

Condition under which grown. Ist season. 2nd season. 3rd season. 4tli season, 

(1) Transplants, not weeded or Maximum 0 ft. 11 in. 0 ft. 9 in.-2 ft. 0 in. 1 ft. 2 in. -2 ft. 8 in. 
watered , , . 

(2) Broadcast sowings, not 0 ft. 2 in.-O ft. 4 hi. Maximum 0 ft. 7 in. Maximum 1 ft. 9 in. 

weeded or watered (Growth much impeded grass and weeds) 

( 3) Broadcast sowingSjWeeded, Maximum 0 ft. 11 in. Maximum 2 ft. 10 in. 0 ft. 5 in.-O ft. 0 in. 
not watered (Seedlings crowded, the larger suppressing the smaller) 

(4) Nursery sowings, regularly 3 ft. 5 in.-3 ft. 10 in. 8 ft. 6 in.~9 ft. 0 in. 12 ft. 5 m.-12 ft, 9 in. Maximum 15 ft. 

w'eeded and watered 0 in. 

Silvicultural characters. The tree is a moderate light-demander, and 
is often found as an undergrowth species in open deciduous forest. In the 
abnormal drought of 1907 and 1908 in the forests of Oudh it proved to be 
fairly hardy, though not so hardy as Holarrhena, It coppices well, and has 
good power of recovery from injury. It is somewhat frost-tender. 

Natural reproduction. Under natural conditions germination takes 
place at different times during the rainy season. Some mortality occurs 
among seedlings owing to drought during breaks in the rains. Reproduction 
is most plentiful on clear loose ground free from weed-growth. 

Artificial reproduction. Weeded line sowings carried out as in the 
case of Holarrhena give good results. For transplanting purposes seed should 
be sown in the nursery about March or April : the seedlings ordinarily appear 
above ground in three to four weeks, and may be transplanted during the first 
rainy season, but care is necessary during transplanting, otherwise they are 
liable to die back or to be killed outright. 

Rate op growth. A cross-section in the silvicultural museum at Dehra 
Dun had 31 rings for a girth of 2 ft. 5 in., giving a mean annual girth increment 
of 0*94 in. Gamble’s specimens gave an average of 8 rings per inch of radius, 
or a mean annual girth increment of 0*78 in. Measurements of one tree 
extending over a period of nine years in the Kishanpur working circle, South 
Kheri, United Provinces, gave a mean annual girth increment of 0*4 in. for 
the period. 

2. Wrightia tinctoria, R. Br. Vern. Khmii, dudhi, Hind, ; Kala huda, 

Mar.; Fe^^aZa, Kan. ; Tedla'pal, repala^lLel. \ Nila paUi, Tom, 

A small deciduous tree of the Indian Peninsula, extending northward to 
Rajputana and Banda. This is a common tree in the Deccan in open deciduous 
forests, often on trap ; it extends southward in considerable abundance to 
Travancore, and is found most commonly on dry sandy soil and on hilly 
ground. It is also found in Burma. The new leaves and white flowers appear 
from March to June and the fruit ripens in January-February. The fruit 
consists of a pair of slender follicles cohering at the tips only. The tree stands 
moderate shade, and is often found as an undergrowth species in deciduous 
forests. It produces root-suckers. The growth is slow to moderate. A cross- 
section in the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun had 24 rings for a girtii 
of 11 in., giving a mean annual girth increment of 0*46 in. Gamble’s specimens 
gave 7 rings per inch of radius, or a mean annual girth increment of 0*9 in. 
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4. CARISSA, Linn. 

Species 1. C. spinarum, A. DC.; 2. C. Carandas, Linn. 

1 Ca*sa sptam,A.lX;. Sjn. 0. dilfma, RoA. Vem. 

Hind.; KavaU,'K.m.; Kalivi, Tel.; Xaw, Bnrna. ^ ^ 

An eyergreen shrub with green branchlets and pairs of divaricate thorns 
at the nodes. The wood is hard and close grained, and is used .:or turnmg, 
combs &c. The leaves have shown promise as a tanning material. This 
Zar ous shrub is common in the drier forest tracts throughout India 
LcLding the outer Himalaya to 4,000 ft. It is common in the scrub forest 
of the dry zone of Burma. It springs up readily not only in open places but 
also as an undergrowth species, and is useful for clothing ly ioc-> ' 

Although readily browsed by sheep and goats it persists in a remarkable 
manner ; bovine animals do not appear to be so partial to it ,In some of 
The heavily grazed tracts of Oudh it forms a dense undergrowth, developing into 
a smaU tree high enough to enable cattle to wander underneath. In such 
places it is almost the only species which survives the heavy grazing and the 
tramphng of the soil ; its dense shade kills out the grass and rums the grazing. 

The small white star-like flowers appear in the hot season, from April to 
June- they are extremely fragrant, especially in the evening.^ The fruits 
ripen in the cold season ; they are dark purple, edible, sweetish juiy berries, 
and are readily eaten by birds, which scatter the seeds. Under iiatural con- 
ditions the seeds germinate during the rainy season; vnth abnormal ram 
some may germinate as early as March, but in this case the seedhngs usually 
die of drought in the subsequent hot weather. The seedlings have good power 
of penetrating grass and weed-growth, but succumb to excessive damp. _ 

The growth of the seedling is slow, a height of about 2 to 3 in. being 
attained in the first season, about 6 to 8 in. in the second season, and about 

10 to 13 in. in the third season. . , t 

The shrub coppices well and produces root-suckers freely ; its power of 
spreading by root-suckers no doubt accounts in part for its persistence in 
spite of heavy grazing. It is frost-hardy, and in the abnormal drought of 
1907 and 1908 in the forests of Oudh it proved decidedly drought-resistap . 
It stands moderate shade. The growth is somewhat slow ; coppice-shoots 
ten years old near Dehra Dun had an average height and girth of 8 ft.^and 
2 in. respectively. Gamble’s specimens showed 8 to 15 rmgs per inch of radius, 
giving a mean annual girth increment of 0-42 to 0-78 in. 

2. Carissa Carandas, Linn. Yern. Karaunda, Hind. 

This species resembles C. spinarum, but is usually a larger shrub or a sma 
tree with larger leaves and fruits. It is frequently cultivated. 

ORDER XLI. ASCLEPIADACEAE 

This order is of interest mainly as containing a number of forest climbers, 
a few of some importance as fibre plants and several noxious to tree-growth. 
Among the best known are CryptoUpis BucUnani, Roem. and Sch., a very 
common climber which in. some forest tracts gives a good deal of trouble; 
Dregea voliibilis, Benth., a very troublesome climber m the riverain forests of 
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Acacia Gatechu ■ and Dalbergia Sissoo in some parts of tlie siib-Himalayan 
tract (see J'ig. 122), Marsdema Eoylei, Wight, and Jf. tenacdssima, W. and A., 
which , yield strong silky white fibres. The seeds of species of 'this order are 
scattered by wind, as they are usually winged and crownied with a dense coma. 

Genera 1. Ceyptostegia, R.Br. : 2. Caloteopis, R. Br. 

1. CRYPTOSTEGIA, R.Br. 

^ Cryptostegia graiidiflora, R. Br. 

A large climber, probabty a natiTe of Madagascar, often cultivated or 
run wild in India. It yields a fairly good quality of caoutchouc, and for some 
years past attempts have been made to cultivate it in the outer hills of the 
Punjab : although it has been found to grow- tolerably well it suffers from 
excess both of heat and of cold, the young shoots dying off, though new shoots 
are again sent out. It grows well in pure sand in Jaipur, Pwajputana, with 
a rainfall of about 20 in., and is recommended for planting shifting sands on 
the plains : transplanting should be carried out during the rainy season wiieii 
the ground has been soaked with rain. 

2. CALOTROPIS, R.Br. 

Species 1, C, gigantea, R.Br.; 2. G. procera, R.Br. 

1. Calotropis gigantea, R.Br., and 2. Calotropis procera, R.Br. 

WelPknown and widely distributed shrubs with milky juice and leaves 
covered beneath with a white felty tomentum. They furnish useful fibres 
from the stem, and the hair of the seeds is used for stiiifing cushions. Owing 
to their silky coma the seeds are carried to a considerable distance by the 
wind, and the plants spring up readily on open ground and waste iffaces. 
C. procera in particular springs up in abundance on new sandy or gravelly 
allnviuin in the beds of rivers and is a common forerunner of riverain forests 
of Acacia Gatechu and Dalbergia Sissoo. The flowers and fruits appear at 
various times, but chiefly in the cold and hot seasons. 

ORDER XLII. LOGANIACEAE 

Genera 1. Steychnos, Linn.; 2. Pageaba, Thunb. 

1. STRYCHNOS, Linn. 

Species 1. S. Nux-vomica, Linn.; 2. 8 . Nux-hlamla^ A. W. Hill; 3. /S^ 
potatoruru^lAmx.i. 

1. Strychnos Nux-Yomica, Linn. Strychnine, nux-vomica or snake wood 
tree. Vein. i&cMa, Hind.; Mar.; Kasarhana, Kan.; Mitsliii, 

Tel.; Yetti, Tam. 

A moderate-sized or large handsome evergreen or deciduous tree with 
opposite smooth shining leaves five-nerved from the base, the three central 
nerves being prominent. Bark yellowish grey to blackish grey, thin, smooth, 
covered with minute tubercles and containing chlorophyll tissue. The seeds 
of this tree are the nux-vomica of commerce, and are of importance in yielding 
the alkaloids strychnine and brucine. They are largely collected for sale ; 
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fresh clean silvery seeds collected from the ripe fruits command a higher price 
than the diilhcoloured seeds collected off the ground. 

Distribution and habitat. The Indian Peninsula northward to the 
Circars, Orissa, Raipur, South Chanda, and the Konkan, Common in southern 
India. Occasional in Chota Nagpur, but always near villages, and probably 
not indigenous (Haines), Gorakhpur forests in the United Provinces (Brandis) . 
Dry region of Ceylon. 

In the Indian Peninsula it is common in many localities in deciduous 
forests, usually of a moist type. Talbot says that in Bombay it is very common 
in the moist monsoon forests of the Konkan and North Kanara, and abundant 
on laterite along the sea-coast in evergreen thorn scrub. In the Central 
Provinces it occurs chiefly on deep alluvial soils in South Chanda and on the 
quartzite plateau of the Laun range, Raipur (Haines). 

Within its habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies from 
96® to 118° the absolute minimum from 40° to 65° P., and the normal 
rainfall from 35 to 150 in, or more. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. In moist types of forest the 
tree is evergreen, but in dry tjrpes, for example on laterite, it loses its leaves 
for a short time in the hot season. The small greenish white flowers appear 
from March to May, and the fruits ripen in the cold and hot seasons from 
December to June. The fruit is a berry about the size and colour of a small 
orange, with a rather hard coriaceous pericarp and a bitter white pulp in 
which are a number of nearly circular fiat seeds. 

The seeds are poisonous, but the pulp and even the seeds are eaten by 
langur monkeys. Gamble says : ‘ The pulp of the fruit, though containing 
also some poison, is eaten by the langur monkeys {Senmopithecus entellus, 
Blyth, and S, priamus. And.) and also by the Malabar pied hornbill {Anthra- 
coceros coronahis, Elliot), and perhaps by other hornbills, parrots, and other 
birds, but the seeds are probably always rejected or else passed undigested. 
But while the langur monkeys can apparently eat the fruit and even 
the seeds without harm, other monkeys, as well as other animals and maH, 
cannot do so, though it is said that the flying fox can eat the pulp with 
impunity.’ 

Silvicultural characters. The tree is a shade-bearer, growing under 
a moderate canopy even in semi-evergreen types of forest. It produces root- 
suckers. It is immune from damage by browsing, as animals avoid it. 

Rate of growth. Little is known regarding the rate of growth. A cross- 
section in the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun had 31 rings for a girth of 
2 ft. 3 in., giving a mean annual girth increment of 0*87 in. 

' '2., Strychiios Sfux-Wanda, A. W. Hill, Burmese , stiychnine tree. Vern. 
Kabaung^Butm, 

A moderate-sized evergreen or deciduous tree with opposite smooth shining 
leaves five-nerved from the base, the three central nerves being prominent. 
Bark yellowish grey to blackish grey, often fluted. 

Distribution and habitat. Burma, common in the upper and lower 
mixed deciduous forests, and often very plentiful in moist semi-evergreen 
forest as a lower story beneath Dipterocarpus atote and other tall trees. It 
is also common in (dry dipterocarp) forest on laterite, though here 



Fig. 257. Stvychnos N ux-hlandLi — Seedling x -f 

a -Seed b-g Germination stages h—Seedling early in second season 
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it is usually a small tree. It enters the dry zone of Burma, but is not fouiicl 
in the driest parts. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. As a rule the tree loses its 
leaves for a short time in the hot season, though in moist localities it is ev€jr- 
green. The small greenish white flowers appear in April-May and the fruits 
ripen in the cold season. The fruit is a berry about the size of a small orange, 
with a rather hard coriaceous orange-coloured pericarp and a whitish pulp in 
which are a number of seeds. The seeds (Rig. 257, a) are 0-6-1 in. by 0*5-0*8 in., 
nearly circular, flat, light yellowish grey mth a satiny lustre and a soft felty 
testa ; about 250-350 weigh 1 lb. The seeds retain their vitality to some 
extent for a year ; in a test carried out at Dehra Dun 50 per cent, of seeds 
kept for one year germinated. As a rule the tree fruits well every year. 

Germination (Fig. 257, b~g). Epigeous, The radicle emerges from one 
end of the seed and descends rapidly, forming a thick yellowish white taproot. 
The hypocotyl subsequently elongates with little or no arcliing, carrying above 
ground the cotyledons enclosed in the testa, within which is a layer of albumen. 
The testa is pushed towards the tips of the cotyledons with their expansion, 
and usually adheres to the apex of one of them for some little time before 
finally dropping to the ground. 

The seedling- (Fig. 257). 

Roots : primary root long, thick, terete, only slightly tapering, yellowish 
white or light brown, at first delicate in texture, afterwards woody : lateral 
roots moderate in number to numerous, short, fibrous, distributed down main 
root. Hypocotyl distinct from root, 2*2-3 in. long, terete, tapering slightly 
upwards, green, glabrous. Cotyledons l*5-2*7 in. by i*3-2*5 in., folia- 

ceous, broadly ovate, acute or slightly acuminate, entire, green, glabrous, 
shining, prommently 5- veined from the base. Stem erect, terete or slightly 
compressed, green, glabrous. Leaves simple, opposite. Petiole about 0*1 in. 
long. Lamina, first pair 1*2-1*5 in. by 1-1*3 in., broadly elliptical, acute, 
base rounded, entire, dark green, glabrous, shining ; subsequent leaves 3-3*5 in. 
by 1*4-1 *7 in., elliptical, acuminate, base acute, dark green, glabrous, sliining, 
prominently 3- veined from the base, with an additional pair of intra-margina! 
veins. 

During the first season the growth of the seedling above ground is slow, 
development being confined to little or nothing more than the expansion of 
the large green leafy cotyledons : a long rather thick taproot of somewhat 
delicate texture is rapidly formed, and may reach a length of 8 or 9 in. within 
a month of germination.- During the second season the growth of the seedling 
is more rajjid. Seedlings are extremely sensitive to cold, and cannot exist if 
there is frost. 

Silvicultural CHARACTERS. The tree is a shade-bearer, growing up 
under a moderate canopy in deciduous and even in moist semi-evergreen 
forest. It is sensitive to cold, and does not grow in localities subject to frost. 

Natural reproduction. The seed germinates readily with heat and 
moisture, and natural reproduction is often abundant, its establishment being 
aided by the immunity of the young plants from, damage by browsing. Tbe 
factors influencing natural reproduction require further study. 

Artificial reproduction. Owing to the length and delicacy of the 
young taproot transplanting requires great care, and the best method of 

'■ Z 2' ■ 
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carrying it out is to sow the seeds singly in long baskets or bamboo tubes 
and to transplant these bodily during the second rainy season. The young 
plants should be raised in free porous soil and should be kept under moderate 
shade while in the nursery. 

3. Strychnos potatorum, Linn. f. Clearing-nut tree. Vein. Nirrhali, 
Hind. ; Nivali, Mar. ; Ghili-gidda, Kan. ; Chilla, Tel. ; Tettancottai, Tam . 

A small to moderate-sized deciduous (or evergreen?) tree with a fluted 
stem, opposite coriaceous shining leaves, and lenticillate branchlets swollen at 
the nodes. Bark thick, blackish, corky, with deep vertical cracks. Unlike 
/S'. Nux-vomica this tree is not poisonous ; the seeds are used to clear muddy 
water by rubbing the insides of vessels with them, and the pulp of the fruit 
is eaten. The wood is hard, close-grained, yellowish grey when seasoned, with 
conspicuous white markings, used for carts, shafts, agricultural implements, &c. 

The tree is common in many of the dry deciduous forests of the Indian 
Peninsula. It is a shade-bearer, growing up well under the canopy of deciduous 
forest. It is drought-resistant, having remained unaffected in the severe 
drought of 1899-1900 in the Indian Peninsula. It produces root-suckers. 
The small white fragrant flowers, in axillary cymes, appear from February 
to May, and the fruits ripen from October to March. The fruit is a sub-globose 
berry 0‘5“0‘75 in, in diameter with a firm pericarp, black when ripe, with one 
or two seeds 0*4-0-5 in. in diameter in a whitish pulp. The seedling, like that 
of 8. Nux-vomica, has a soft whitish delicate taproot. 

2. FAGRAEA, Thimb. 

Glabrous evergreen trees or shrubs, sometimes scandent, often epiphytic : 
seven known Indian species. 

Fagraea Iragraiis, Roxb. Vern. Anan, Burm. 

A moderate-sized handsome evergreen tree, usually less than 6 ft. in 
girth; bark 0*2-0 *5 in, thick, grey to brown, with deep longitudiiial cracks. 
Wood light brown, hard, very durable, said to withstand teredo, used for 
bridge and wharf piles, building, &c. Apart from the value of its timber the 
tree is useful for afforesting low-lying grassy tracts, and its handsome apipear- 
ance makes it well suited as an ornamental shade tree. 

The tree is very common in induing (dry dip)terocarp) forests of Tenasserim 
from Moulmein southwards, being particularly abundant in the Heinze basin 
of South Tenasserim, where there are said to be 200,000 tons available in 
lengths up to 60 ft.^ It is found in the Andamans, and is common in the 
Malay Peninsula (verm Tembusu), where Mr. A. M. Burn-Murdocli “ notes 
regarding it : " The tree is widely distributed and will grow well in open places 
and even in Mang grass, being seldom met with in big forests. It grows easily 
from seed and is a fast grower. It is especially plentiful in parts of the Kuala 
Pilah district, also in Province Wellesley and Malacca, while there is an almost 
pure forest of this species on the east coast of Pahang, iiortli of Kiiantan 
near Baloh. There is a large plantation at Kuala Lumj/ur.’ Mr. H. C. Hill ^ 

^ Iiid. Forester, XXV (1899), p. 440. 

Trees and Timbers of the Malay Peninsula, Part II, p. 8. 

Eeports on Forest Gonservancy in the Straits Settlements and Federated Malay States, 1900. 
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says, that ill the .Malay Peninsula it is very largely gregarious, coniiiig up 
freely on grassy blanks and being easily propagated. 

The fruit, a red berry about the size of a pea, ripens in Tenasserim about 
September-October. The seeds are minute. 

ORDER XLIII. BORAGINACEAE 

Genera 1. Cordia, Linn.; 2. Ehretia, Linn. 

1. CORDL4., Linn. 

This genus comprises about fifteen Indian trees and shrubs, some with 
very ornamental wood suitable for cabinet work. Some of these species deserve 
more study than they have yet received. 

Species 1. C. Myxa, Linn. ; 2. C, vestita. Hook. f. and Thoms. ; 3. G. Rothii^ 
Boem. and Sch. ; 4. C. Madeodii^ Hook. f. and Thoms. 

1. Cordia Myxa, Linn, Syn. G. obliqua, Willd. Vern. Lasora, b'kohar, 
borla^ Hind.; Bukal, boliari, Beng. ; BhoJcar, shelu, Mar.; Ghalle^ Kan. ; Lrihi, 
Tel.; Fidi, Tam.; Tlmnat.^mm.. 

A small or moderate-sized deciduous tree with variable orbicular, elliptical, 
oblong, or obovate coriaceous glabrous leaves, and often drooping branches. 
Bark greyish brown, smooth or longitudinally wrinkled. Wood moderately 
hard, not durable, used for boat-building, well-curbs, gun-stocks, &c. ; a good 
fuel. The bast fibre is used for cordage. The leaves are used in Burma for 
cheroot-wrappers, and the tree is frecpiently grown round Burmese villages 
and pollarded for the production of leaves. Its mucilaginous fruits are eaten. 

Distribution AKD HABITAT. Throughout India, Burma, and Ceylon, 
ascending in Himalayan valleys to 5,000 ft. It is not a gregarious tree, but 
is widely distributed, preferring moist shady ravines and the sides of valleys. 
It is found in a great va^riety of localities, from the dry forests of Sind and 
Rajpiitana to the moist deciduous forests of Burma and Avestern India, and is 
often cultivated. In Burma it enters the tidal forests (Kurz). Within its 
habitat in India the absolute maximum shade temperature varies from Oo"" to 
120° P., the absolute minimum from under 30° to over 60° P., and the normal 
rainfall from under 10 in. to 120 in. or more, though in the driest regions it 
exists by the aid of river water. 

Leaf-shedbihg, flowering, and fruiting. The tree is leafless for 
a short time in the hot season. The small white polygamous flowers in loose 
corymbose cymes appear from March to May. The fruits ripen from June to 
August, some remaining on the tree through September (northern India). The 
fruit is a yellow or pinkish yellow shiny globose or ovoid drupe 0*5-1 in. long 
seated on the saucer-like enlarged calyx, and containing a hard one- or two- 
celled stone (Pig. 258, a) in a viscid edible pulp : the fruits turn black on 
ripening. About 120-160 stones weigh 1 oz. The trees are a striking sight 
when covered with, the yellow fruits, which are eagerly eaten by monkeys and 
birds. Bourdilloii (Travancore) says the fruits ripen from February to May, 
and Kurz (Burma) says March to Ajiril. 

So far as tests carried out at Dehra Dun show, the seed has a rather 
low percentage of fertility, possibly owing to the fact that the stones are often 
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bored into and the seed destroyed by insects. It retains its vitality to some 
extent if kept for a year. 

Germination (Fig. 258, b-f), Epigeons, resembling that of Tectona gmndis 
and Gmelina arborea. The fruit-stone opens by the splitting off of one or two 
valves on the side, according to the number of cells and seeds, and one or 
two seedlings may appear from one stone. The radicle emerges through the 
crack thus formed, and the hypocotyl elongates with or without arching, 
raising above ground the very characteristic fan-like plicate cotyledons, which 
quickly unfold ; the fragments of the fruit-stone remain on or under the 
ground. 

The seedling (Pig. 258). 

Boots : primary root moderately long, becoming thick and tough in 
second season, terete, tapering : lateral roots numerous, moderately long, 
fibrous. Hypocotyl distinct from root, 04~0*9 in. long, terete or slightly com- 
pressed, cylindrical or tapering slightly upwards, green, pubescent. Coty- 
ledons : petiole 0'l-0*2 in. long, flattened above, pubescent : lamina 04~0-6 in. 
by 0-6-1 in., foliaceous, reniform or sub-orbicular, broader than long, crenate, 
green, glabrous, palmately 5-veined, the veins prominently branched in radiate 
form, the branches terminating in the hollows between the denatures, plicate 
along the veins, the folds persisting in fan-like form when the cotyledons 
expand. erect, terete, pubescent. Leaves simple, alternate, exstipulate : 

petiole up to 0-2 in. long : lamina 0*8-5 in. by 0*4-4 in., elliptical or obovate, 
acute, mucronate, base acute, serrate, glabrous or sometimes slightly pubescent 
near the base on the under surface. 

The growth of the seedling during the first season is slow, a height of 
2-4 in. being attained by the end of the season even under favourable con- 
ditions. In the second season the growth is much faster ; plants raised in 
the nursery at Dehra Dun and regularly weeded and watered attained a height 
of 4-| ft. by the end of the second season. The young plant has a decidedly 
branching habit. Regular Aveeding and watering have a marked effect on 
development. Young plants are frost-hardy, but if exposed to a hot sun they 
are apt to die of drought under natural conditions. 

SiLAUCULTiTRAL CHARACTERS. The tree stands moderate shade. In some 
localities in which it occurs it stands frost well, but in the Changa Manga 
plantation it suffers badly. In the abnormal drought of 1907 and 1908 in the 
forests of Oudh it proA^ed to be decidedly drought-resistant. It coppices and 
pollards well, and has good power of recovery from injury. 

Natural REPRODUCTION. Although the fruit does not ripen until the 
early part of the rainy season the seeds germinate during the rainy season in 
which they fall. Many, however, lie ungerminated, and of these a considerable 
proportion are destroyed by insects, which bore through the fruit-stones and 
eat the seeds. A certain number lie apparently in good condition until the 
following rainy season, but Avhether or not they germinate then has not been 
determined. As already mentioned, the seeds are disseminated by monkeys 
and birds, but many fruits fall around the trees ; the fleshy portion soon rots 
off and germinating seedlings, with their characteristic plicate cotyledons, may 
often be found during the rainy season. These seedlings, however, aaIII be 
found to die off through drought after the rains unless they are in a com- 
paratively moist and shady situation. 
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Abtificial beprodtjction. The fruit-stones should be sown in the nursery 
when the fruit ripens, about June- July, covered with earth and regularly 
watered. The seedlings begin to appear in about three to four weeks, but may 
continue to appear for three or four months : they should be regularly weeded 
and watered, and will be ready for transplanting during the following rainy 
season. Transplanting does not give much trouble, but it is preferable to 
prune down the stem to about 1 in. from ground-level and to trim off the 
roots to a small extent. 

Rate of growth. The annual rings are sometimes but not always 
distinct. A cross-section in the silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun showed 
51 rings for a girth of 3 ft. 9 in., representing a mean annual girth increment 
of 0*88 in. Brandis gives 3 to 9 rings per inch of radius, representing a mean 
annual girth increment of 0*7 to 2*1 in. Of specimens examined by Gamble 
only two showed distinct rings, of which there were 1 to 2 per inch of radius, 
representing a mean annual girth increment of 3*14 to 6*28 in., w^hich is 
extremely fast. 

The following measurements in coppice coupes at Bullawala near Dehra 
Dun, recorded by Mr. A. E. Broun in 1886, show the rate of growth of Cordia 
as compared with sal coppice : 

Cordia Myxa : coppice measurements, Bullawala, Dehra Dun. 


Mean height. Mean girth. 


Age. 

Cordia Myxa. 

Sal. 

Cordia Myxa. 

Sal. 

years. 

ft. 

ft. 

in. 

in. 

8 

12*5 

16*2 

7*2 

8*3 

9 

13 

16 

12 

8*6 

9 

13*8 

13*5 

10*4 

8*7 

10 

20 

11*9 

24 

5*9 


2. Cordia vestita. Hook, f. and Thoms. Vern. Kumhi, hum, hmrpamian, 
baifola, latora^ Hind. 

A small deciduous tree with rough coriaceous leaves and a somewhat 
crooked bole. Bark greenish grey, smooth, with occasional deep widely 
separated longitudinal cracks, exfoliating in large woody scales. Wood hard, 
brown, streaked or mottled, very handsome, and suitable for ornamental 
furniture. 

Distribution and habitat. Sub -Himalayan tract from the Jhelum to 
the Sarda, rather scattered and nowhere very common. It is often found on 
somewhat dry hill-sides in mixed deciduous forest, as in the Siwalik hills and 
the outer Himalaya, where it ascends to 4,000 ft. It is also met with on open 
grass-lands and in sal forest. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. The tree' is leafless for 
a short time in the early part of the hot season, the new leaves appearing 
about April-May . The small yellowish white flowers appear from February 
to April and the fruits ripen in June-July. The fruit is a yellow^ fleshy pointed 
drupe about 0*5-0‘7 in. long, resting in the enlarged saucer -like calyx. The 
pulp is sweetish and edible ; it is eaten by birds, which scatter the hard fruit- 
stones (Fig. 259, a). About 80-90 fruit-stones wmgh 1 oz. Fresh seed tested 
at Dehra Dun gave 50 per cent, of fertility, and seed from the same :;ample 
kept for a year gave 43 per cent. 





Fig. 259 . Covdia vestita — Seedling x i- 

a— Fruit stone, showing valve b - e -Germination stages f - i— Development of seedling during first season 
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GERMmATiON (Fig. 259, 6-6). ■ Epigeons, ■ resembling that of C. Myxa, 
The piitamen splits open by the opening of a valve on one >side of the stoiiCj 
and through the crack thus formed the radicle descends and the characteristic 
fan-like plicate cotyledons, on long stalks, push their way upwards ; the 
segments of the putamen remain in or on the ground, or one piece is carried 
above ground over the folded cotyledons, falling to the ground with their 
expansion. The young shoot subsequently appears from between the long 
cotyledonary petioles. 

The SEEDLING (Pig. 259). 

Boots : primary root long, thick, terete, tapering, minutely tonieiitose : 
lateral roots moderate in number and length, fibrous, minutely tomentose. 
Hypocotyl distinct from root, 0 ‘1-0-2 in, long, thick, white or green, glabrous. 
Cotyledons : petiole 0‘8-l*5 in. long, flattened above, sparsely covered with 
minute hairs : lamina 0‘7-0*9 in. by 0*9-l*5 in., foliaceous, reniform or sub- 
orbicular with a retuse base, broader than long, crenate, green, scabrous 
above, glabrous beneath, ]}almately 5- veined, the veins prominently branched 
in radiate form, the branches terminating in the hollows between the crenatiires, 
plicate along the veins, the folds persisting in fan-like form when the cotyledons 
expand. jShm erect, terete, stifi, greenish, pubescent: internodes 0-4-1 *2 in. 
long. Leaves simple, alternate, exstipulate. Petiole 0*25-0-35 in. long, 
channelled above, pubescent. Lamina 1*4-7 by 0*6-5 in., ovate acuminate, 
base acute or obtuse, serrate, dentate or entire, coriaceous, scabrous above, 
pubescent beneath. 


The grovdh of the seedling during the finst season is slow to moderate, 
but under favourable conditions it is fairly rapid in subsequent seasons. 
Weeding and loosening of the soil have a marked influence on the gro’svth, 
which is much retarded by the presence of weeds ; watering has less effect 
than weeding. The following measurements have been recorded in the case 
of seedlings raised under different conditions at Dehra Dun : 

Cordia vestita : development of seedlings, Debra Dun. 


Condition under which grown. 

(1) In nursery; weeded and 
watered 

(2) Transplants of first season 
not subsequently weeded 
or watered 

(3) Broadcast sowings, weeded 
but not watered 


Height at end of season. 

1st season. 2nd season. 3rd season. 4th season. 

3-9 in. 3-5 ft. .. .. 

Maximum 7 in. Maximum 10 Jin. 1 ft. 5 in. -1 ft. 7 in. .. 

Maximum 4-1 in. Maximum 4 ft. 6 in. 6-12 ft. Maximum 14 ft. 6 in. 

(girth 7 in.) 


Seedlings produce a taproot which is often long and stout, a length of as 
much as 20 in. having been measured at the end of the first season. The 
season’s growth ceases about November, The seedlings are leafless during 
January-Pebruary, and new growth starts in the end of February or during 
March. Seedlings are sensitive to frost, and are often killed back, but have 
excellent powers of recovery. They are somewhat sensitive to drought. They 
stand moderate shade, and even require it in a dry hot situation. 

SiLViciiLTHRAL CHARACTERS. The tree is a moderate shade-bearer. Al- 
though the seedlings are sensitive to frost the tree is hardy, and may be found 
persisting on grassy blanks subject to rather severe frosts where only a limited 
number of species are capable of surviving. It coppices well. 
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Natijeal REPRODUCTION. Under natural conditions the seed begins to 
germinate as a rule in August, and continues germinating throughout the 
rainy season. A certain proportion remains dormant for a year, germinating 
in the second rainy season. Seed which has become buried germinates much 
more readily than that which is lying on the surface of the ground ; the latter 
usually fails to germinate at all. In dry soil exposed to the sun the seedlings 
tend to die of drought in the dry season, and a certain amount of shade is 
necessary for their establishment. 

Artificial reproduction. The seed should be sown in the nursery in 
June or July, covered with soil and watered. The seedlings ordinarily begin 
to aiopear above ground in about two weeks, and may be transplanted during 
the first rainy season when about 3 to 4 in. high, though it is preferable to 
keep them in the nursery until the second rains, sheltering them from frost 
during the winter. They should be regularly weeded, the soil being kept loose ; 
watering should be done sparingly or not at all, but in dry hot weather shading 
is beneficial. When transplanting is done early in the second rainy season 
the size of the plants may necessitate the trimming down of the roots to some 
extent ; in this case either the branches should be pruned off or the whole 
plant should be pruned down to within about 2 in. from ground-level. 

3. Cordia Eothii, Roem. and Sch. Vern. Liar, Sind; Gondiy gtmcU, 
Hind. 

A small tree of the dry parts of north-west, central, and southern India, 
chiefly in Eajputana, Sind, and the Deccan. The wood is hard, brown, hand- 
somely streaked, and suitable for ornamental work. Growth, according to 
Gamble, 10 rings per inch of radius, giving a mean annual girth increment 
of 0-63 in. 

4. Cordia Macleodii, Hook. f. and Thoms. Vern. Dhaiman, dliagcm, Hind, ; 
Dhaiioan, Mar. ; Hadang, Kan. ; Godela, Ajmer. 

A moderate-sized tree of the Indian Peninsula, Rajputana, Central India, 
Chota Nagpur, and Orissa, in dry deciduous forests. This tree also has 
a handsome wood suitable for cabinet work. 

2. EHRETIA, Linn. 

Species 1. E. laevis, Roxb. ; 2. E, acuminata, R. Br. 

1. Ehretia laevis, Roxb. Syn. E, floribunda, Benth.; E, asjpera, Roxb, 
Vern. Chamror, koda, Bind,; Datmng, Mar.; Adah, Bmi.; Pogadi, TA,; 
Addula, Tdjmr, Gyaungbyu,^^^!. 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree with an irregularly-shaped stem and 
smooth light grey to whitish bark, yellow and soft inside. Wood tough, used 
for agricultural implements, but as a rule little used except for fuel. 

This tree is common throughout the greater part of India in deciduous 
forests, extending into dry regions such as Sind, the trans-Indus hills, and 
Rajputana. It is very common in sal forests. It occurs also in Burma, 

The tree is leafless during part of Eebruary-March. The masses of small 
white flowers appear from February to April, and the bunches of orange-red 
berries, sometimes covering the tree, appear from March to June. Both in 
flower and in fruit the trees are a conspicuous sight. 

The tree stands moderate shade. It is somewhat frost-tender, but in the 
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abnormal drought of 1907 and 1908 in the forests of Ondh it proved to be 
decidedly drought-resistant. It coppices well and produces root-suckers. 

The rate of grovi^h is slow to moderate. Measurements in sal forest 
sample plots in the Siwaiik forest division, United Provinces, showed mean 
annual girth increments of 0*01, 0*07, 0*30, 0*39, and 0*57 in. Some of these 
obviously refer to suppressed trees. A cross-section in the silvicultural museum 
at Dehra Dun showed 31 rings for a girth of 2 ft. 9 in., giving a mean annual 
girth increment of 1*06 in. Gamble’s specimens showed 5 to 8 rings per inch 
of radius, representing a mean annual girth increment of 0*78 to 1*26 in. 

Measurements made by Mr. C. M. McCrie in 1910 in coppice coupes in the 
Gorakhpur district, United Provinces, showed the following results for Ehretia 
laevis as compared with sal : 


Ehretia laevis : coppice measurements, Gorakhpur. 



Mean height. 


Mean girth. 


Age. 

Ehretia, 

Sal. 

Ehretia. 

Sal. 

years. 

ft. 

ft. 

in. 

in. 

2 

2-5 

3 



4 

5*4 

7 

i -8 

2*0 

6 

8-1 

10*3 

2*7 

2*9 

8 

10-6 

13 

3*6 

3*8 

10 

12*7 

15-3 

4-5 

4*8 

12 

14-6 

17*5 

5*4 

5*8 

14 

16-5 

19*2 

6*3 

6*7 

16 

18-2 

20*9 

7*2 

7*5 


2. Ehretia acummata, R.Br. Syn. E, serrata, Eoxb. Vern. Puna, pimia, 
Hind. ; Ass. ; P etthin, Butm, 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree with grey longitudiiiaily fissured bark. 
Wood moderately hard, used for building, agricultural implements, gun- 
stocks, &c. The leaves, plucked when quite young, are used for mixing vith 
tea to make the brick-tea exported from Cliina to Tibet, where the warmth 
combined with the rich red liquor produced by these leaves is said to be 
appreciated by the Tibetans. 

The tree is local, though fairly common, in parts of the sub-Himalayan 
tract and outer Himalayan valleys, ascending to 5,000 ft. ; it occurs also in 
the Duars, Assam, Khasi and Chittagong hills, and Burma. In the sub- 
Himalayan tract it is often found on boulder formations and on grass-lands. 

The tree is leafless in December- January, the new leaves appearing in 
February-March. The fragrant white flowers, in conical terminal panicles, 
appear in March-April, and the fruit, a smafl drupe, ripens in November- 
December. 

The growth is moderate. A cross-section in the silvicultural museum at 
Dehra Dun showed 53 rings for a girth of 4 ft. 6 in., giving a mean annual 
girth increment of 1*02 in. One specimen examined by Gamble showed 7 rings 
per inch of radius, giving a mean annual girth increment of 0*9 in. 
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ORDER XLIV. BIGNONIACEAE 

An order containing nine Indian genera of trees, shrubs, and climbers, 
many of which are remarkable for their handsome flowers ; in addition there 
are several exotic species cultivated for ornament. The order contains some 
forest trees of interest yielding fair timbers. Several of the species are remark- 
able for the profusion with w^hich they send up root-suckers. 

Genera 1. Steeeospermum, Cham.; 2. Oroxyltjm, Vent. ; 3. Millixg- 
TOXIA, Linn. f. ; 4. Tecoma, Juss. 

1. STEREOSPERMUM, Cham. 

This genus contains seven Indian species, a few of which are of some 
importance as accessory species. They are characterized, among other features, 
by their long, more or less cylindrical capsules containing a thick corky dis- 
sepiment filling up most of the capsule, along which are arranged the numerous 
winged seeds. The various species require further study silviculturally. The 
production of root-suckers appears to be a general characteristic. 

Species I, 8. suaveolens, DC.; 2. S. chelonoides, DC.*, 3. S. xylocarpum, 
Benth. and Hook. f. ; 4. S. neuranthum^Kuvz, 

1. Stereospermiim suaveolens, DC. ^yn. Bignonia suaveole^is, 'Roxh, 
Yem, Padal^ pandri,Iiind,; PamZ, Mar. ; Kywhnagyolein^ Bmm, 

A large deciduous tree with large opposite imparipinnate leaves 1-2 ft. 
in length. Bark grey, exfoliating in large flat scales. Wood hard with a small 
yellowish brown handsomely mottled heartwood. The tree is a common and 
important accessory species, particularly in sal forest. It is a useful tree for 
reclothing bare hill-sides, as may be seen in the Siwalik hills, and for restocking 
grassy blanks subject to frost. 

Distribution and habitat. This tree is found throughout the greater 
part of India in mixed deciduous and sal forests. It is common in the sub- 
Himalayan tract, ascending the outer hills to 4,000 ft., but is rare west of the 
Jumna. It occurs also in Rajputana, Chota Nagpur, Central India, and in 
many other parts of the Indian Peninsula, chiefly in valley s and on plateaux and 
plains. It is found in Upper and Tower Burma, and according to Kurz is not 
infrequent in the indaing forests of Martaban. It is probably much commoner 
in the sub-Hiinalayan tract than elsewhere, and is a constant companion of 
the sal ; it often tends to become gregarious on clayey ground, but is by no 
means confined to such soil and is often found in abundance on sandy and 
gravelly soils. It is frequently found on grassy savannah lands. In the Siwalik 
hills it is characteristic of the dry upper slopes and ridges on sandstone and 
conglomerate, in somewhat stunted form, but reproducing freely, its chief 
companions being Anogeissus latifolia, Ongeinia dalbergioides, Shorea robusta^ 
Bvclianania latifolia, and Pinus longifolia. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from 103® to 118® P., the absolute minimum from 30® to 55® E., and the normal 
rainfall from 30 to 150 in. 

Leae-sheddino, flowering, and fruiting. In northern India the leaves 
turn brown and fall in March-April and the new leaves appear in May- June. 


STEREOSPERMUM 


685 ' 


The fragrant flowers, dull purple, yellow withiii, in viscidly hairy panicles, 
appear from April to June with or before the new leaves; The fruit becomes 
full-sized though still unripe early in the cold season, but does not dehisce 
until about March to May. The fruit is a long cylindrical two-valved capsule 
15-24 in. long by 0-6-0-8 m. in diameter, dark grey with raised white specks, 
coiitaining a corky cjdindrical dissepiment along which, in notches, the seeds 
are arranged. When the trees are leafless the masses of long pendent capsules 
give them a curious dark grey appearance. The seed (Fig. 260, a) is pale 
yellowish brown, and consists of a central bony axis 0-3-0-4 in. long with 
a pair of light delicate papery wings, one on either side of the axis, set some- 
what obliquely like an electric fan, the whole 1-1*5 in. broad. The capsules 
usually dehisce on the tree, the light viiiged seeds escaping and being carried 
some distance by the wind ; occasionally the capsules are blown down and 
dehisce on the ground. Dehiscence is gradual, and the seeds may be seen 
escaping a few" at a time. The empty capsules often remain many months on 
the tree. As far as tests at Dehra Dun show, the fertility of the seed is not 
very high, and if kept for a year it loses its vitality almost entirely. The 
seeds are collected by plucking the capsules off the trees before they dehisce 
and placing them in the sun until they open. 

Germination (Fig. 260, 6-e). Epigeous. The radicle emerges from one 
end of the bony central axis of the seed ; the cotyledons, enclosed in the 
winged seed-coat, are pushed vertically upw^ards by the elongation of the 
hypocotyl, and the seed-coat falls wdth the expansion of the cotyledons. 

The SEEDniNG (Fig. 260). 

Roots: primary root long, at first thin and delicate, aftemvards thick, 
fleshy, and yellowish brown : lateral roots numerous, fibrous, with nodules; 
Hypocotyl distinct from root, 0*6-0*9 in. long, terete, tapering slightly upwards, 
green or reddish turning light brown, finely pubescent. Cotyledons: petiole 
1-1*5 in. long, finely pubescent : lamina 0-35-0-6 in, by 0-5-0-7 in., foliaceous, 
somewhat fleshy, broadly ovate or orbicular, usually broader than long, retiise 
or cleft to about one-fourth the length, base truncate or sub-cordate, entire, 
minutely pubescent. Stem erect, terete, pubescent, with leaves crowded 
together and internodes up to 0*4 in. long. Leaves opposite, exstipiiiate, at 
first several simple, followed usually by a pair of 3-foliate, folio w-ed by 5- or 
7-foliate leaves ; sometimes no compound leaves appear till second season. 
Simple leaves sub-sessile or with petiole up to 0*5 in. long, flattened above, 
tomentose : leaves at first small, about 0*7 by 0*3 in. or less, becoming suc- 
cessively larger, up to 3*5 in. by 1*7 in. in the fest season, obovate, acute, base 
tapering, serrate, glabrous above, pubescent or glabrescent beneath, sub- 
coriaceous, young leaves sometimes purplish hrowm. 

In its early stages the seedling has a strong superficial resemblance, to 
that of the teak, but is smooth instead of scabrous and is somewhat darker 
in colour. Development is ordinarily slow during the first few years, but 
growth is greatly stimulated by weeding. Young plants are capable of 
struggling ^vell against weeds, but their development is much impeded thereby. 
The seedlings are drought-resistant and are fairly frost-hardy; in frosty 
localities they are occasionally killed back, but have good power of recovery. 
The leaves are somewhat brittle, and in a heavy hailstorm which occurred at 
Dehra Dun in 1913 the leaves of seedlings were torn to ifieces, suffering more 
than those of most otlier species. The seedling produces a long and somewliat 
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fragile taprootj wliicli thickens considerably in the second year. Growth 
ceases about October-November, the leaves often turning reddish brown in 
the winter ; new growth starts in April (northern India)." The following 
measurements of seedlings grown under different conditions at Debra Dun, in 
each case in full sunlight, give some indication of the rate of growth and 
exhibit in a striking manner the beneficial effects of weeding : 


Stereospermtim suaveolens : rate of groviih of seedlings under different 
conditions, Dehra Dun. 


Height at end of season. 

Condition under wiiicli grown. , ^ ^ , 

1st season. 2nd season. 3rd season. 

(1) In nursery, watered and Maximum 0 ft. 2 J in. 
weeded 

(2) In nursery, watered and Maximum 0 ft. 7 in. 
weeded 

(3) Broadcast sowing, irri- Maximum Oft, 2 Jin. Maximum 0 ft. 5 in. 0 ft. 2:| in.-O ft. 6 in. 

gated, unweeded (dense grass and (dense grass and 

weeds) weeds) 

(4) Broadcast sowing, uiiirri- Maximum 0 ft. 3 in. Maximum Oft. Sin. Maximum Oft. 9 in. 

gated, unweeded (dense grass and (dense grass and 

weeds) w^eeds) 

(5) Broadcast sowing, unirri- Maximum O ft. 3 Jin. Maximum 1 ft. 6 in. 0 ft. 7 in. -6 ft. Oin. 

gated, weeded (vigorous) (larger plants 

vigorous, sup- 
pressing the 

smaller ones) 


4tii season. 


Maximum 11 ft. 
(maximum girth 
6 in.;, dominant 
stems vigorous, 
suppressing the 
smaller ones) 


SiLViGiJLTiJEAii OHABACTEES. The tree is a moderate light-demander. It 
resists fire ivell, and young plants have good power of recovery when burnt 
back. It is not readily browsed by cattle or goats, but is not entirely immune 
from damage by browsing. It is decidedly frost-hardy, and in the sub- 
Himalayaii tract is often one of the few trees capable of surviving on grassy 
blanks subject to frost : in the severe frost of 1905 it escaped injury entirely 
in some localities, but suffered to some extent in others. In the abnormal 
drought of 1907 and 1908 in the forests of Oudh it proved to be conspicuously 
hardy. It produces suckers from lateral roots, these roots being often of 
considerable thickness. 

Natural BBPBODiJCTiON. Under natural conditions germination begins 
early in the rainy season and continues for some time during that season. 
Various circumstances favour the reproduction of this species ; the seed falls 
for the most part after the fire season, while the seedlings are hardy, are not 
readily browsed, have good power of recovery from damage by fire or other 
injury, and persist well in a growth of grass and weeds if these are not exces- 
sively dense. Natural reproduction of seedlings and suckers is often abundant 
in unpromising situations such as dry exposed hill-sides. As in the case of 
many species with winged seeds, natural reproduction often springs up readily 
on land which has been ploughed up for cultivation. 

Artificial RERROBUOTioisr. Weeded line sowings as well as transplanting 
from the nursery can be carried out successfully. For nursery purposes fresh 
seed should be sown about April-May, preferably in light porous sandy soil, 
covered lightly and watered : the seedlings ordinarily begin to appear in about 
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two weeks and should be regularly weeded and somewhat sparingly watered. 
Transplanting with entire roots is difficult except during the first rainy season 
while the plants are still small, and even then care is necessary. Complete 
success has been attained at Dehra Dun by transplanting during the second 

rainy season after pruning the stem down to about an inch from ground-level 
and trimming the roots down to a length of about 9 in. 

Rate of growth. The following results of girth measurements in high 

forest sample plots are available : 

Stereospermuni suaveolens : rate of growth in high forest sample plots 


Forest 

Province, division. 


Number of 
years under 
Locality. measurement. 


Number of 


Mean annual 


Girth 


United Saliaranxjur Lakarkot and 6 and 12 


Provinces 

Lansdowiie 

Ramiiagar 

S. Kheri 

Central Balagliat 
Provinces 


Malowala 

xindhermalheri 

Jogichaur 

Kauria 

Gewain 

Rehar 

Kishanpur 

Raigarh and 
Baihar 


17 

4 and 12 
4 and 5 
12 
19 

9 

8 


measurement, classes, for period. 

ft. in. 


0-1 

0*52 

1 2 

^ 1-2 

0*52 


2-3 

0-43 

i 1 

3-4 

0-63 

10 

1|~4 

0-25 

14 

lJ-4 

0-28 

3 

li~3 

0*24 

2' 

Li-3 

0*31 

15 

U-3 . , 

0*20 

!l 

■ , 2-3 : ■ , 

0*22,^ , 

3-4 

0*20 

1 1 

' 4-5 ' 

0*15 

r23 

1-2 

0*17 

\ 2 

2-3 

0*18 

slow rate 

of growth. 

A cross- 


of 5 ft., giving a mean annual girth increment of 1*13 in. 

Coppice measurements made in 1886 by Mr. A. F. Broun at Bulla wala 
near Dehra Dim gave the following results tor StereospermMm siim as 

compared with sal : 

StereospeTMUfri suaveolens i coppice measurements, Bullawala, Dehra Dun. 

Mean height. Mean girth. 

Age. Stereospermum, Sal. 8tereospernmm, Sal. 


years. 

8 

10 


ft. 

20 

17 


Sal. 

ft. 

13*2 

11-9 


in. 

9-0 

9-0 


m. 

7-1 

5-9 


Measurements made in 1910 by Mr. C. M. McCrie in coppice coupes in the 
Gorakhpur district, United Provinces, gave the following results : 

Stereospermum suaveolens : coppice measurements, Gorakhpur. 


Meanheight, Mean height. 

Sterem'permum. Sal. 

ft. ft. 

8- 3 16-3 

0-0 17-5 

9- 6 19-3 

10-0 20-9 

2. Stereospermum ehelonoides, DC. Vern. Padri, pader, para, Hind. ; 
Padal, Mar. ; Mukarti, Kan. ; Padri, Tam. ; Thakutpo, Bnrm. 


Age. 

Stereospermum, 

Sal, 

Age. 

years. 

ft. 

ft. 

years. 

2 

3*0 

30 

10 

4 

5*0 

7-0 

12 

6 

6*5 

10*3 

14 

8 

7*4 

13*0 

16 
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A large decidaons vstraiglit-stemmed tree, in imf avoiirable situations 
a small tree, with imparipimiate leaves clustered towards the ends of the 
branchlets. Bark grey to brown, fairly smooth. Wood hard,^ for 

building, furniture, tea-boxes, canoes, &c. 

Distribution and habitat. Sub-Himalayan tract from Oudh (Goiida 
forests, not common) eastward to Assam, common up to 2,000 ft. in the eastern 
Himalaya, Chittagong, throughout Burma in mixed deciduous forests, ascend- 
ing to 4,000 ft. in the Shan hills ; the Indian Peninsula, cMefly on the western 
side, rare in Chota Nagpur and Orissa, fairly common in valleys in the Central 
Provinces, in Bombay chiefly in the moist forests of the Konkan and North 
Kanara ; common in the deciduous forests of Travancore up to 4,000 ft. 
(Boiirdillon). 

This tree does not extend to such dry regions as 8. siiaveolens. In its 
natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies from under 
lOO'^ to 115° P., the absolute minimum from 35° to over 60° F., and the normal 
rainfall from 40 to 150 in. 

Leaf-shedding, flowering, and fruiting. The leaves are shed about 
February-March, the new leaves appearing in April. The fragrant flowers, 
yellow marked with red, in lax drooping panicles, appear before, with, or after 
the new leaves from April to June. The fruits ripen in the following cold 
season ; the time of their dehiscence has not been accurately recorded. The 
capsules are slender, 10-30 in. long by 0*25^0-5 in. in diameter, with a thick 
septum in the deep notches of w^hich the seeds lie ; the seeds are wedge-shaped 
and winged, about 1*25 in. broad with the wings. 

Silvicultural characters. The silvicultural characters of this tree 
require study. It produces root-suckers freely and coppices well. It is 
probably less hardy than 

Rate of growth. Gamble’s specimens averaged 7 rings per inch of 
radius, giving a mean annual girth increment of 0*9 in. 

3. Stereospermum xylocarpum, Benth. and Hook, f. Syn. Bignonia xylo- 
car fa, Roxb. ; Spaihodea xylocarpa, T, And. Vern. Paral, C. P. ; Kharsing, 
Mar.; Genasmg, Km. 

A moderate-sized to large deciduous tree with very large bi- or tripinnate 
leaves up to 4 ft. long. Bark light grey, fairly smooth, flakjL Wood hard, 
tough, and elastic, with a small orange-browm heartwuod, used for cart-shafts 
and cabinet work. 

This is a tree of the Indian Peninsula in deciduous forests of the Central 
Provinces, Bombay from Khandesh southwards, and Madras southwards to 
Travancore. It is leafless for a short time in the hot season. The large 
fragrant white or pinkish flow^ers appear in April-May and the capsules ripen 
next hot season. The latter are conspicuous from their large size, being 
sometimes as much as 3 ft. in length, woody and tubercled, with 
a central septum about 0*5 in. thick. The winged seeds are about 1*25 in. 
broad. 

The silviculture of this tree requires study. It is a hght-demander, though 
it stands some shade in youth : it produces root-suckers. Bourdillon gives 
the rate of grow^th as about 9 rings per inch of radius, or a mean annual girth 
increment of 0*7 in. 
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■ 4. StereospemHim neEmnthum, Kurz. Vem. Thamde, Burin. 

A deciduous tree of the mixed deciduous forests of Burma.^ It is fairly 
common both in the upper and in the lower mixed types. It produces root- 
suckers. The wood is hard and of very fair quality. 

2. OROXYLUai, Vent. 

Oroxyliim indicum, Vent. 8jn, Oahsanfkes indica, Bl. Vern. Pharrdi, 
ulki, smma, ILmd.; Tetu, Msbi.; Pana, Tam,; Kyaimgyai Biimi. 

A small deciduous tree mth few branches and very large opposite com- 
pound leaves 3-5 ft. long, tripimiate near the base, bipinnate in the centre, 
and once pinnate towards the apex : when leafless the branches are easily 
recognized from the large opposite leaf -scars. Bark light grejdsh brown, soft. 
Wood yellowish white, soft, not used; bark used for tanning and dyeing. 
The tree is a conspicuous one in the forests of India, especially when leafless 
and bearing its large scabbard-like capsules. 

Distribution and habitat. Throughout the greater part of India and 
Burma except in the driest regions, chiefly in deciduous forests, but sometimes 
scattered in evergreen forest, and often in ravines and other moist places ; 
also in the Andamans and Ceylon. In the sub-Himalayan tract it ascends to 
3,500 ft. ; it is rare west of the Jumna. 

Leaf-shedbinc4, flowering, and fruiting. The leaves usually turn 
a dark coppery brown in the cold season, falling from December to February ; 
the new leaves do not appear till May-June. The large fleshy purplish but 
not handsome flowers, in stout terminal racemes, appear from May to August ; 
the fruits develop rapidly, attaining full size by the begimiing of the cold season 
and dehiscing usually from February to May. The fruit is a large conspicuous 
two-valved flat woody capsule 1-3 ft. long and 2-3*5 in. wide, containing 
a large number of seeds. The seeds (Fig. 261, a) a^re flat and are surrounded 
by a thin transparent white papery wing, the whole 2-2*7 in. across ; the 
testa is thin, delicate, and membraneous, enclosing a light green fiat embr^’o 
0*5 in. in diameter faintly visible from the outside. About 280-340 seeds 
weigh 1 oz. ; they are carried by wind to some distance from the tree. If 
carefully stored the seed retains its vitality for at least a. year, a sample kept 
for a year and tested at Dehra Dun showing 95 per cent, of success. If exposed 
to moisture or other adverse conditions, however, the seed becomes rapidlj’ 
spoiled. 

Germination (Fig. 261, 6-e). Epigeous. The soft delicate testa, resem- 
bling a thin layer of pith and capable of absorbing and retaining moisture 
during germination, together with the membraneous wing, usually rots off in 
part or becomes partly washed off by rain during germination. The radicle 
emerges first, the hypocotyl then elongating and carrying above ground the 
large leafy bifid cotyledons, which soon expand, the remains of the testa being 
either left in or on the ground or carried up, dropping with the expansion of 
the cotyledons. 

The seedling (Fig. 261). 

. Boots : primary root long, thick, terete, tapering, wiiitish : lateral roots 
fairly numerous, fibrous, distributed down main root. Hypocotyl distinct 
from root, 0 *9-1*1 in. long, somewhat compressed, tapering slightly upwards, 
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g„“en. mm«te!yp»b«»ent SSJut 

above, minutely pubescent : l^amma I sometimes partly 

I'S-feTd^y s rtt%"kr 

alabious^or veins on lower surface minutely pubescent ; venation arcuate 

reticulate, veins depressed on upper surface and prominent beneath. 

The arowth of the seedling is slow to moderate, maiamum heights of 
about 6 in 1 ft., and 2| ft. being attained by the end of the first three seasons 
tf no weeding or watering is done, and nearly double these dimensions being 
itahied if th“e plants are weeded and watered. Young seedlings are sensitive 
to frost and to drought, many dying off in the hot season in "^The 
exposed to the sun ; they benefit by moderate shade 
leaves of seedlings turn reddish brown in the cold season, falling in Decembei 
»er wUcb tie seedlings are leafless until March, when new growth 

commences (iiorthern India). ■ v i 4 .^ 

SILVICULTUKAL GHABACTBES. The tree stands moderate but not heavy 
shade. Its root-system is superficial, and it produces root-suckers m great 
profusion, these often forming a dense growth round the ^ 

Natural EEPRODTJCTIOK. Under natural conditions the seed germinates 
early in the rainy season. Eor successful reproduction a certain amount of 
shade and moisture appears to be necessary in the f ^.f 

tendency of the seedlings to die of drought in hot ' 

wise seedlings have good power of making their way through a modeiatc 

ajrowtli of grass and weeds. _ ^ 

Artieictal EBPEODUCTIOS. Nursery-raised seedlings Can be traiisplau 

without difficulty dm-ing the first and second rainy seasons, ^^he seed should 
be soivn in the nursery in March or April, and lightly covered with *he 

beds being regularly watered, slightly shaded, and protected from frost in 

winter. The tree may also be propagated by transplanting root-suckeis. ^ 
Rate or growth. Gamble’s specimens gave 2|- to 4 nngs per inc i o 
radius; or a mean annual girth increment of 1-57 to 2-52 in., which is fast. 

3. MILLINGTONIA, Linn. f. 

Millingtonia hortensis, Linn. f. Syn. Bignonia suberosa, Roxb. Endian 
cork-tree. Vern. AMa mm, Hind. ; ifat Tam. ; Kavuh, Tel. ■, Egay^t, 

tall, handsome tree, with an elongated crown and large bipmnate, 
sometimes tripinnate leaves. Bark dark yellowish giey, coiky. ^ ooc so ■, 
yellowish white, of very fair quahty, suitable for tea-boxes and simi ar pur- 
poses. The tree is believed to be indigenous in Burma, and is largety culLv atecl 
for ornament throughout India. It is fast-growing, tall, and straight, and, as 
Gamble rightly suggests, it is well worth considering as a useful soft-wood loi 
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plantation purposes j tlioiigii it does not appear to iiave been tried as such. 
In October-November (northern India) it is covered with drooping masses of 
very fragrant white to pale pink flowers with long slender corolla'-tiibes, wdiicli 
perfume the air around. The fruit, a flat linear capsule, about 1 ft. long 
with numerous delicatety winged seeds, ripens towards the end of the hot 
season ; seeds are rarely produced in northern India. 

The tree is decidedly hardy, and is not particular as to soil ; although it 
grows best in a moist climate it does fairly well in dry situations, growing 
well in Lahore Cantonment vithout irrigation, which not many trees are capable 
of doing. It is, however, brittle and shallow-rooted, and is liable to be broken 
or uprooted by strong winds. It has a tendency^ to send up root-suckers in 
great profusion, w^'Mch is a disadvantage in gardens. It is easily raised from 
seed when obtainable, from cuttings put down in the spring, or from root- 
suckers dug up and transplanted during the rainy season. Seed should be 
sowm in the nursery as soon as it ripens, towards the end of the hot season, 
and the seedlings, w'hich bear transplanting w^ell, should be planted out a year 
later at the beginning of the rainy season. 

The growth is fast. Gamble’s specimens gave four to five rings per inch 
of radius, representing a mean annual girth increment of 1*26 to I-d7 in. 

4. TECOMA, Juss. 

Tecoma uiKlulata, G. Don. Syn. Teco7neIla unchilata, Seem. Vern. 
Lahnm, Punj. ; Lohero, Sind ; BaktaroMda, Mar. ; .Ron, Bal. 

A shrub or small tree, nearly evergreen, with simple grej^ leaves and large 
yellow^ to orange flowers, which appear from January to April, W'hen the tree 
is a very handsome sight. The fruit, a curved capsule 6-8 in. long, ripens 
from May to July. The wood is yellowish browm, mottled, handsome, highly 
prized for furniture, carving, and agricultural implements (Brandis). 

This is a tree of the driest regions of India, namely the Suliman and Salt 
Ranges, Sind, Baluchistan, trans-Indus, Punjab, ascending to 4,000 ft. in the 
outer Himalaya, Rajputana, Guzerat, and Khandesh. It is sometimes planted 
in gardens. It coppices fairly w^ell, and is easily growm from seed or cuttings. 
It is readily brow'sed by cattle. It is drought-hardy and very resistant to fire. 
It wvould be a useful species for afforesting dry tracts. 

ORDER XLV* ACANTHACEAE 

This order, consisting chiefly of herbaceous plants, contains some under- 
growth shrubs and climbers of indirect importance in Indian forestry. 

Genera i. Acanthus, Linn.; 2. Adhatoda, Nees; 3. Phlogacanthus, 
Nees; 4, Strobilanthes, BL 

1. ACANTHUS, Linn. 

Acanthus iiicifolius, Linn. 

A spinescent shrub of the mangrove forests wdiere it sometimes forms 
a dense undergrowth troublesome in wood-cutting operations. 
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2, ADHATODA, Nees. 

Adhatoddi Yasica, Nees. Syn. Justicia Adhatoda, Linn. 

A gregarious shrub, abundant in the sub-Himalayan tract, and ascending 
the outer hills to 4,000 ft. It appears in great quantity on waste places, where 
it persists and spreads owing to its immunity from damage by browsing. It 
also forms a dense undergrowth in riverain forests of Acacia Catechu and 
Dalbergia Sissoo^ and sometimes also in mixed deciduous forests. 

3. PHLOGAGANTHUS, Nees. 

PMogacanthtts thyrsifloriis, Nees. 

An evergreen shrub with a large thyrsoid inflorescence of handsome 
brick-red flowers, frequent as an undergrowth species in moist, shady places 
in parts of the sub-Himalayan tract and in Burma. 

4. STBOBILANTHES, Blume. 

This genus contains about 160 species of handsome flowering shrubs, 
many of which are of great importance in Indian forestry as undergrowth 
species. The majority are shade-bearing, and many are gregarious, forming 
dense masses over considerable areas and having an important bearing on the 
natural reproduction of trees. Although several species flower and fruit 
annually, many, like bamboos, flower and fruit at intervals of several years, 
the interval between successive flowerings being as a rule constant for each 
species, but varying with different species. After the flow^ering and fruiting 
the whole plant dies, and the following year the ground is covered with young 
seedlings commencing the next generation ; this periodic dying is of impor- 
tance, as will be seen below, in connexion with silvicultural operations for the 
eradication of the plant. When gregarious flowering takes place, bees are 
attracted in large numbers, while R. M., writing in the Indian Forester, vol. xx 
(1894), p. 130, remarks on the large number of jungle-fowl which were attracted 
by the seed during a gregarious seeding in the Nilgiris. An interesting general 
account of the more important Indian species is given in Gamble's Manual 
of Indian Timbers (1902), pp. 518 et seq., which may be referred to. See also 
Indmi Forester, Yol, xiv (1888), p. 153. The members of this genus are charac- 
teristic mainly of hilly country, the most notable exception being S. auriculatus, 
Nees, a common plant in the sal forests of the sub-Himalayan tract and the 
Indian Peninsula. 

In no part of India is this genus so well represented as in the Nilgiris and 
other hills of southern India, where the plants reach a larger size than else- 
where and are found in profusion, with great variety and beauty of flowering, 
in the shola forests. S,foUosus, T. And., is one of the largest species, the stems 
attaining 4-6 in. diameter. Perhaps the commonest and best known species 
of the Nilgiris is S. Kunthianus, T, And., which jDrefers dry slopes on the 
eastern sides of the hills where there is little or no tree forest ; this species 
flowers at intervals of four to six years, giving a bright blue colour to the 
landscape. The genus is also well represented in the Himalaya and the hilly 
parts of Assam, Burma, and the Indian Peninsula. 

In the eastern Himalaya, among the commonest species are S. pectinatus. 
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T. And., and S. dimricaius^ T. And. The former is a large shrub, attaining 
a height of 10 ft. and a girth of 9 in. or sometimes more ; its flowering period is 
twelve years (recorded 1890, 1902). In the western Himalaya, S. alatm, Nees, 
and jS. Dalhousiamis, Clarke, are common non-gregarioiis species of little 
silvicultural importance, wMch flower every year. The important species of 
this region is S, WaUicMi, ISlees (with S. atropiirpureus, IsTees, which is possibly 
not a distinct species). This plant, known in Jaunsar as jliami, growls gregari- 
ously, forming a dense carpet in the oak and fir \voods at 7,000-10,000 ft,, 
and preventing by its thick mass of roots and stems the establishment of 
natural reproduction of tree species ; the results of experiments in eradicating 
it are described below. This plant flow^ers and dies at intervals of twelve 
years (recorded 1882, 1894, 1906, 1918). Its mode of growth is peculiar, 
though possibly that of other species may be similar. Each year a new shoot 
consisting of several internodes is sent up in the spring, but at the end of the 
season the ^vhole of the year’s shoot drops off except the lowest internode of 
the year, so that the age of a plant can at any time be told by counting the 
number of old internodes. 

In the Western Ghats from Bombay southwards there are several impor- 
tant species. Talbot enumerates thirteen species in the Bombay Presidency, 
of which one, S, callosits, Nees, is common on laterite or hard rocky ground, 
and extends to comparatively dry trap regions of the Satpuras in Khandesh 
and Central India. This species, known in Bombay as karvi, flow'ers at intervals 
of seven or eight years ; its stems are used with mud plaster for walls of huts, 
and w^hen it flowers and dies the dry stems are largely collected for fuel. Of 
other gregarious species of the Western Ghats, which are said to floiver at 
intervals of about seven years, may be mentioned 8. reticulatiis, Stapf (vern. 
akra), 8. barbatus, Nees, 8. serssilis, Nees (flowers every seven or fifteen years ?), 
dbiid 8, perfoliatus, T, And. 

In Burma there are species wdnch form a dense undergrowth in teak 
forests, hindering reproduction. Sir. C. W. A. Bruce ^ describes the gregarious 
flowering oi 8. rufescens in the teak forests of the Upper Chindwin district. 
This plant is said to flower once in six years, when it clothes the forest under- 
growth with masses of strongly -smelling blue flowers which attract innumer- 
able bees ; the flowering was observed in March, the plants seeded early in 
April, and the dead stems acted as a protection against fire, no doubt because 
they had killed out the grass and weeds and were themselves less inflammable 
than these. 

The silvicultural importance of the gregarious members of this genus lies 
in their effect on the natural reproduction of tree species, and it wiU be useful 
to consider the results of efforts made to eradicate them. It does not always 
follow, however, that it is necessary or even advisable to eradicate the plant, 
for, in the case of the larger species at all events, it may afford a useful shelter 
to shade-bearing tree species in early youth, and its eradication may result in 
the entry of weeds of a more noxious description. The eradication of 8. 
Wallichii, Nees, has been carried out experimentally from time to time at 
Deoban, near Chakrata, in the western Himalaya, where it exists as a dense 
carpet under Quercus semecarpifolia, and prevents seedlings of that species 

^ Irid. Forester, xxi (1895), p. 47. 
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and of firs from establishing themselve<s. Mere uprooting of the shrub has 
given satisfactory results^ but the cost amounted to over Rs. 6 per acre. Also 
since there are often tree seedlings among the Strobilanthes these stand in 
danger of being uprooted during the process. Advantage was therefore taken 
of the gregarious flowering of 1906 to ascertain if the cutting of the flowering 
or fruiting sterns would have any effect. The flowers began to appear in the 
first week of July, the seed ripened from the middle of September to the 
middle of October, and the plants died by the first week in November. The 
cutting of the flowering shoots was commenced in the middle of July, but this 
was found to be ineffectual, as new flowering shoots were produced, and 
cutting had to be repeated two or three times. It was found eventually that 
the best time to cut the stems was immediately before the seed ripened, that 
is, in September. An experimental plot was kept under observation for six 
years subsequently, and during this time no Strobilanthes seedlings appeared, 
while numerous oak seedlings succeeded in establishing themselves. Many 
oak seedlings were found to date from the time when the Strobilanthes was 
eradicated, but many on the other hand were older, which indicates that the 
oak seedhngs were able to persist in spite of the dense covering of Strobilanthes^ 
though they were assisted greatly by its removal. 

Outside this plot ihei StrobUanthes was observed to commence germina- 
tion in the first week of September of the year following the seeding, and 
within a year or two the ground was again carpeted with seedlings. The 
plant is a favourite fodder of sheep, goats, and buffaloes, and it was suggested 
that the admission of grazing before the fruit ripened would have the same 
effect as cutting ; the owners of the animals, however, refused to allow them 
to graze, on the ground that the unripe fruits are injurious, although after 
the seed ripened they ate the fruits readily without harm. There can be little 
doubt that even without artificial measures for eradicating Strobilanthes, 
natural reproduction of tree species benefits greatly each time the plant 
dies naturally, for it takes two or three years at least for the new generation 
to reach a size large enough to be troublesome. 

Mr. B. B. Osmaston ^ mentions that in the case oi S, pectinatus, T. And., 
a large shrubby species in the Darjeeling hills, an experiment made during the 
gregarious flowering of 1902 showed that it could be eradicated successfully if 
cut in the month of June, when it had commenced to flower ; in this it differs 
iTomS.Wallichii. 

Mr. J. S. Gamble^ has described the measures taken in the eradication 
of Strobilanthes in the Nilgiris, and the following passage may be quoted : 

' So dense is the thicket of Strobilanthes in the undergrowth of the forests, 
that under ordinary natural circumstances it is really only at the time of the 
periodical flowerings that the tree seedlings get a chance of a start. There 
are usually thousands to be found under the thicket, but until the Strobilanthes 
dies, or is cut away, they simply remain stunted, waiting until the removal 
of the cover gives them a chance, and then they usually take advantage of it 
and come on quickly. It has, consequently, on the Nilgiris been lately found 
useful to assist in disengaging the seedlings by clearing away the growth of 
Strobilanthes. In the forests round Ootacamund and Coonoor, where there is 
a large demand by the poorer classes of natives for small fuel, and where the 

^ Ind. Forester, XXX (1904), p. 195 ^ (1888), p. 154. 
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iiard; brightly bimiing wood of the Strobilanthes is much appreciated, it is 
possible to clear away the growth of it and not only allow of the young tree 
seedlings getting a chance of gromng, but provide a considerable amount of 
fuel ample, at very cheap rates, to cover the whole cost of the work. In the 
Lamb's Rock forest, 37 acres cleaned in 1886, at a cost of Es. 222, produced 
9,038 head-loads of fuel (about 323 tons), realizing at one anna each, Rs. 565, 
equivalent to a net profit of Rs, 9-4-0 per acre. Something like nine-tenths 
of the material cut consisted of Strobilanthes. The good results of this work 
were most marked : myriads of seedlings were disengaged, and a few years 
hence, with the help of a seed cutting or cutting under selection in the cover, 
what %vas a few years ago merely a dilapidated sJwla with cover of old, mostly 
iinsound, trees and underwood of Strobilanthes, will be converted into a fully 
stocked pole forest. It may easily be understood that the clearing of Strobl- 
lanthes must precede the seed cutting or the cutting under selection {jar image). 
When the cover overhead in a forest is light, the bank of Strobilanthes under- 
neath is often very valuable as assisting to retain the moisture in the soil, 
prevent fires, and nurse the tree seedlings, and in some cases it is best not to 
clear away the growth too wholesale, but to disengage seedlings in plots where 
they are found sufficient^ thick and good. An example of a shola in which 
not only the Strobilanthes were cut, but also the covering trees some years 
ago, may be seen in the valley at the back of the inspection house at Nadu- 
vatam. There, the gTOwth of new Strobilanthes and tree seedlings together is 
so thick as to be at the disadvantage of the latter ; and, did funds admit, 
the Strobilanthes should now be thinned out.’ 

ORDER XLVI. VERBENACEAE 

The cMef importance of this order lies in the fact that it contains the 
principal timber tree of India, and one of the most important in the world, 
namely the teak, Tectona grandis, Linn, f. It contains also other trees of some 
importance or interest {Gmelina, Vitex, Premna), as well as numerous shrubs 
and several climbers. 

Genera 1. Tectona, Linn. f. ; 2. Gmelina, Linn.; 3. Vitex, Linn.; 4. 
Premna, Linn. ; 5. Callicarpa, Linn. ; 6. Avicennia, Linn. ; 7. Lantana, Linn. 

1. TECTONA, Linn.f, 

Species 1. T. grandis, Linn, f . ; 2. T. Hamilioniana, Wall, 

1. Tectona grandis, Linn. f. Teak. Vern. Sdgun, Hind. ; Sdgtvan, sag, 
Mar. ; Tegu, tegina, Kan. ; Teku, TeL ; Thekku, Tam., Mai. ; Kyun, Burm. 
(Fig. 262.) 

A large deciduous tree with a rounded crown and, under favourable con- 
ditions, a tail clean cylindrical bole, which is often buttressed at the base and 
sometimes fluted. Branchlets quadrangular, channelled, with a large quad- 
rangular pith. Leaves opposite, large, broadly elliptical or obovate, usually 
1-2 ft. long, but often larger in coppice-shoots and young plants, rough above, 
stellately grey toinentose beneath, with minute glandular dots, which are red 
ill young leaves, afterwards turning black. Bark, 0d5~0-7 in. thick, grey or 
light greyish brown, fibrous, with shallow longitudinal fissures, exfoliating in 
long, thin, narrow somewhat corky flakes. 

Measurements of bark thickness in various localities in Bombay and the 
Central Provinces showed averages of 0*15 to 0*4 in. for trees of small to 
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moderate size, and gave a general average of about 0-25 in. Measurements in 
the Mlambur plantations gave the following average bark thicknesses : 

Girth of tree, 1-2 ft. ; bark thickness, 0*5 in. 

„ „ „ 2-3 ft. ; „ „ 0*55 in. 

,, „ „ 3-4 ft. ; „ „ 0-65 in. 

„ „ „ 4-6 ft. ; „ ,, 0*7 in. 

Wood moderately hard. Sapwood small, whitish. Heartwood dark 
golden yellow, sometimes with dark streaks, turning brown with age, oily, 
with a characteristic odour, extremely durable, seasons \¥ell, and does not 
warp or split. 

The teak is the most important timber tree of India. For ship-building, 
its timber stands in a class by itself, and has a world-wide reputation. It is 
also extensively used for house-building, bridge and wharf construction, piles, 
furniture and cabinet-work, railway carriages and wagons, carving, ordnance 
work, wheel spokes and felloes, general carpentry, and numerous other pur- 
poses, Teak timber is largely exported from Burma to Europe. 

Under favourable conditions the teak reaches large dimensions. Bour- 
dillon^ records a tree in the Achencoil valley, Travancore, 26 ft. in circumference, 
but it had a short bole ; he mentions that at the beginning of last century, 
when the British Naval Department were collecting teak in Travancore, a tree 
was felled in the Idiyera valley which measured 7 ft. in diameter at its butt 
and 26 in. at a length of 70 ft., and therefore contained 900 cubic ft. of timber. 
In the Anamalais Beddome records trees above 22 ft. in girth, With boles 
80 or 90 ft. to the first branch. Mr. K. R, Venkatramana Iyer “ records an 
exceptionally tall tree standing in evergreen forest near the Karumpoya river 
in the Edakutti forest, South Malabar ; it had a height of 192 ft., a clean 
straight trunk to the first branch of 114 ft., and a girth at base of 16 ft. 8 in., 
and at 4|- ft. from ground-level of 15 ft. 10 in. Mr. H. Tireman ^ records a tree 
felled in the forests of southern Coorg which had a girth at breast-height of 
25 ft. 2 in., and yielded three logs with the following measurements : 

(1) Lengtli 11 ft. 7 in. ; mean girth 18 ft. 6 in. ; out-turn 248 cubic ft. 

(2) „ lift. 4 in. ; „ „ 16 ft. 1 in. ; „ 182 „ „ 

(3) „ 10 ft. 3 in. ; „ „ 14 ft. 4 in. ; „ 132 „ „ 

Total 662 „ „ 

Muhammed Habibullah Sahib ^ records a tree felled in the Tekkadi leased 
forests, South Coimbatore. The girth at breast-height was 18 ft. 7 in., and the 
tree yielded eleven logs totalling 711 cub. ft. Mr. A. Wimbush^ records 
a tree recently felled at Palacadava in South Coimbafciore w’^hich yielded five 
logs totalling 1,099 cub. ft. 

Among large trees recorded from Burma may be mentioned one measured 
by Dr. Brandis in the Gwethe forest, Toungoo, with a girth of 16 ft. at 6 ft. 
from ground-level, and a clear bole to the first branch of 114 ft. A tree 19 ft. 
in girth at 6 ft. from ground-level is recorded in the working plan of the Kadin- 
bilin forest, Tharrawaddy, 1885. In the Myittha-Panlaung forest, Mr. H. 

1 Forest Trees of Travancore, p. 285. 2 Forester, xxxix (1913), p. 174. 

^ lUd,, xliv (1918), p. 86 . ^ p. 453 . 

® Ihid., xlvi (1920), p. 247. 



Fig. 262. Tectom grandis, girth 11 ft. 7 in., Minyc% Toimgoo, Biirnia. 
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Caltlirop measured a tree 20 ft. in girth at 6 ft. from the ground, with a clear 
bole of 60 ft. to the first branch. Two trees measured by me in 1906 in the 
Mohiiyin lorest, Katha, had the following dimensions : 

(1) Girth at breast-height 10 ft, 3 in., height 152 ft., bole 93 ft., estimated to contain 282 cub. ft. 
of timber. 

(2) Girth at breast-height 11 ft. 4 in,, height 135 ft., bole 93 ft., estimated to contain 320 cub. It. 
of timber. 

These two trees are shown in Figs. 263 and 264. 

Mr. C. G. RogervS ^ records the cubic contents of five trees recently felled 
and logged in the Mehaw reserve, Pyinmana, as follows : 


No. of logs 
yielded. 

Total length 
of logs, 
ft. 

Mean girth of 
bottom log. 
ft. in. 

Total volume. 

cub. ft. 

(1) 6 

153 

13 

6 

862 

(2) 3 

78 

13 

6 

663 

(3) 3 

81 

13 

6 

737 

(4) 3 

86 

11 

3 

531 

(5) 4 

72 

18 

0 

687 


These trees grew on rich well-drained soil at the foot of the hills east of 
the Sittang river, Mr. Rogers also records in the Gamon reserve of the Zigon 
forest division, a tree with a height of 153 ft. and a breast-height girth of 
15 ft. 10 in. 

Among large logs recorded from Burma is one mentioned by Dr. J. 
Nisbet,^ It was cut in the Shweli forests, Ruby Mines district, by Messrs. 
Darwood & Co., and launched in one of the floating streams about 1898 ; it 
was quite sound, had a length of 82-| ft., a butt girth betw^een 12 and 13 ft., 
a top girth between 7 and 8 ft,, and a mean girth of 10 ft., and contained 
516 cub. ft, of timber. Another sound log recorded by Mr. S. Carr ^ in the 
Yamethin district had a length of 64 ft. and a mean girth of 13 ft. 9 in., giving 
a volume of 756 cub, ft. 

Geneeal DiSTBiBUTioi:^. Teak is indigenous throughout the greater part 
of Burma and the Indian Peninsula, in Siam, and in Java and other islands 
of the Indian Archipelago, In Burma the northern limit of teak lies about 
25® 30' N. lat., that is, some distance outside the tropics, while its southern 
limit is in the Amherst district between 15® and 16® N. lat. ; on the east it 
extends beyond the frontiers of the province, while on the ^vest it does not 
extend beyond the western watershed of the Irraw^addy and Chindwdn rivers. 
In the Indian Peninsula the northern limit of teak is in the western Aravaliis 
in Rajputana at 24° 42' N. lat., thence eastward through Central India to the" 
Jhansi district at 25® 33', entering the Banda district, thence in a south- 
easterly direction to the Mahanadi river. From this northern limit it extends 
southward to Tinnevelly and Travancore. In Burma and the Indian Peninsula 
it is by no means continuous within the limits mentioned, but is confined to 
tracts of greater or less extent separated by other tracts where it is absent or 
of very local occurrence. 

Although the teak reaches large dimensions in some of the forests of 
western and southern India, Burma is the great source of supply of large- 

Ind. Forester, xliv (1918), p. 417. ® Ihid,, xxiv (1898), p. 320. 

3 JW., xxii (1896), p. 465. 
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sized timber for the European market, and the vast teak forests of that province 
constitute one of its greatest natural assets. Nevertheless even the poorer 
classes of teak forest in the Indian Peninsula are of considerable value as sources 
of local su| 3 ply in the shape of poles and timber for building and other purposes. 

Teak has been planted in many localities outside its natural region. 
Plantations on a small scale have been formed in the United Provinces, Bengal 
(including Chittagong), Assam, Bihar and Orissa, Arakan, and the Andamans ; 
a short account of some of these plantations is given below (pp. 733-"4). 
The tree is frequently planted in parks and gardens as far north as Saharanpur, 
Dehra Dun, and even Lahore, as well as in other places outside its natural 
region. 

Climate. Although teak occurs in dry localities, subject to great heat 
and drought in the hot season, it thrives best and reaches its largest dimen- 
sions in a fairly moist, warm, tropical climate, though in very moist tropical 
regions it tends to be replaced by evergreen forest. It extends into regions of 
slight frost, but throughout almost the whole of its distribution frost is un- 
known. It occurs vdiere the normal rainfall is 30 in. or even less, as in Khan- 
desh, i^hmednagar, Nimar, Buldana, and West Kurnool, and is also found 
where the rainfall is as much as 150-200 in., as on the west coast of India and 
in Tenasserim. Actually it appears to thrive best with a normal rainfall 
varying from 50 to 150 in. The most important teak areas of Burma are 
situated in regions where the normal rainfall varies from 50 to 120 in. In the 
Indian Peninsula it experiences in places absolute maximum shade tempera- 
tures up to about 118° P,, and absolute minimum shade temperatures down, 
to about 36° F., but these extremes denote a drier climate than is favourable 
to its development. In the moist parts of the west coast, where it reaches 
larger dimensions than in the drier parts of its Indian peninsular region, the 
climate is much more equable, the absolute maximum shade temperature 
varying from 95° to 100° F., and the absolute minimum from 55° to 62° F. 
Ill the more important teak areas of Burma the absolute maximum shade 
temperature varies from 102° to 110° F., and the absolute minimum from 39° 
to 55° F. 

Topogeaphy, geology, and soil. The majority of the teak forests are 
situated on hilly or undulating country, but there are considerable areas on 
flat alluvial ground provided it is well drained, not only on plains of some 
extent, but also on alluvial fiats of limited size along the banks of rivers and 
streams. On well-drained deep alluvial soil teak sometimes occurs remarkably 
pure, and attains large dimensions. It also attains very good development on 
the fertile lower slopes of hills where the soil is deep, but along dry ridges it 
becomes stunted, as is also the case on shallow soil. Above all , the teak requires 
good subsoil drainage, and will not endure stifi soil which is liable to inundation 
or to water-logging. In the plains forests of Burma teak is sometimes confined 
to the fringes of well-drained gTound along the banks of watercourses, avoid- 
ing the ground away from the streams wLere the drainage is not so good. 
In the Nilambur teak plantations of South Malabar, in which the stock has 
been carefully classified according to quality, it is found that drainage exefcises 
a great influence on the quality. Here flat alluvial ground does not produce 
first quality crops unless it is close to the main river, the growth deteriorating 
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to second quality at a short distance from it, even where the ground is well 
drained by feeders ; where the drainage is at ail deficient third quality is the 
result. 

Teak is found on various geological forma.tions, but the extent to wliich 
it flourishes depends largely on the dej)th, drainage, moisture, and fertility of 
the resulting soil. It grows well in Burma on the soft tertiary sandstones and 
shales of the Pegu Yoma and parts of the Chindwin drainage, wdiere the result- 
ing soil varies from sandy to clayey loam, usually of good depth and drainage. 
It is fairly plentiful in the sandstone areas of the Indian Peninsula, particularly 
on the Vindhyan sandstones, but on hard metamorphosed sandstone or 
quartzite, wdiich disintegrates with difficulty, the teak becomes stunted and 
of poor growth. Teak flourishes on granite, gneiss, schists, and other meta- 
morphic rocks in the hills east of the Sittang river, in the Ruby Mines district, 
and parts of the Madaya drainage of Burma, as well as in North Kanara, 
Malabar, the Anamalai hills, Coorg, and elsewhere in the Indian Peninsula. 
The soil resulting from granite and gneiss is often very sandy or gravelly and 
porous, and on ridges and in dry situations generally it may become unfavour- 
able for the growth of teak. On the limestone of the Thaungyin valley, the 
Ruby Mines district, the Madaya valley and parts of the Chindwin drainage 
of Burma, teak flourishes well where the rock has disintegrated to form a deep 
loam, though on hard limestone with a shallow soil the growth is poor. Teak 
occurs on limestone in parts of the Central Provinces and locally in North 
Kanara. The great trap areas of the Indian Peninsula are extensively covered 
with teak. As a general rule the soil is of no great depth, and although teak 
is often remarkably plentiful, it is of small size ; only in valleys and on lower 
slopes, where there is some depth of soil, does the tree attain fair dimensions 
in the trap areas. Teak as a rule avoids laterite, and where found on this 
rock it is invariably stunted ; only where the laterite is highly disintegrated 
and mixed with other rocks does it attain any size. 

Local occukrence and tyres of forest. Burma. The general limits 
of teak in Burma have already been given. The tree does not extend to 
(1) Arakan, South Tenasserim, and the extreme north of Upper Burma, 
where, apart from other possible reasons for its absence, the heavy rainfall 
frequently renders the forest evergreen in type ; (2) low-lying savannah lands, 
tidal regions of the delta, many laterite areas, and other places which are- 
unsuitable for its growth ; (3) elevations higher than about 3,100 ft. ; (4) the 
drier parts of the dry zone of Upper Burma. It occurs round the fringes of the 
dry zone, but does not extend into regions where the rainfall is much below 
40 in. ; outlying patches of teak within the dry zone occur on the lower slopes 
and round the base of Popa mountain in the Myingyan district, but here the 
raiirfall is heavier than in the drier tracts around, and the soil is composed 
of fertile volcanic debris. Elsewhere teak occurs in suitable localities through- 
out the greater part of the province, though there are considerable tracts 
where it is absent. 

In 1917 the total area of teak-bearing forest in Burma was roughly esti- 
mated to be 35,000 square miles. The majority of these forests are situated 
on hilly or undulating ground, but there are some important forests situated 
on flat ground of alluvial origin. Perhaps the most important stretch of teak- 
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bearing forest in tlie province is on the Pegix Yoma, a range of hills composed 
of tertiary sandstone and shale and forming for the greater part of its extent 
the watershed between the Irrawaddy and Sittang rivers : these forests form 
an unbroken stretch more than 200 miles in length and averaging about 
30 miles in breadth. There are also extensive teak tracts in the drainages of 
the Salween, particularly in the Southern Shan States, of the Thaiingyin, the 
Chindwin and its tributaries, and the upper Irrawaddy, including the Shweli, 
Madaya, and other important drainages. Teak forests of varying extent occur 
also on the eastern slopes of theArakan Yoma, inthe hills east of the Sittang 
river, and in the Ataran drainage. The Myitnge river drainage contains several 
teak areas, partly in the Northern Shan States and partly in the Yeyaman 
tract of the Kyaukse district. 

Teak occurs normally in mixed deciduous forests, but occasionally teak 
trees are found standing in dense evergreen forest (see Fig. 265). These trees 
are often of very large size, testifying to the fertility of the soil. Such cases 
are examples of progressive succession from a deciduous to an evergreen type, 
for the teak is incapable of regenerating in dense evergreen forest, and must 
have established itself when the forest was of a deciduous type. The gradual 
encroachment of evergreen species in moist deciduous forest can often be 
observed, particularly in areas where fire-protection has been introduced, and 
in some cases teak trees may be found recently killed by the suppression of 
faster-growing invasive species. 

The teak-bearing forests of Burma may be classified into numerous sub- 
tj^pes, but the more important of these can be referred to one of two main 
types which Kurz designated ' upper mixed ’ and ' lower mixed ’ respectively, 
terms which have been adopted generally and are well understood. The 
general distinction between these two main types is as follows : (1) upper 
mixed forest (Fig. 266) as a rule occupies hilly or undulating country, and is 
usually characterized by the prevalence of bamboos ; (2) lower mixed forest 
(Fig. 267) occurs on lower ground, which is flat or nearly so, and is usually 
alluvial, white bamboos are either absent or not well distributed. Both these 
types are essentially deciduous, but in their moister parts they tend to merge 
into evergreen, while the two types may merge imperceptibly into each other, 
so that a sharp line cannot always be drawn between them. The upper mixed 
forests are by far the more extensive, and may be regarded as the true home 
of the teak ; some of the richest teak areas, however, are to be found in lower 
mixed forest. 

The upper mixed forests may be divided into two chief sub-types, {a) dry 
and (b) moist, according to the comparative dryness or moistness of the forest 
growth, of which the best indicators are the bamboos, which are such an 
important constituent of the crop. A sharp distinction cannot always be 
drawn between these two sub-types, more especially since the majority of the 
tree species associated with the teak occur in both. 

In dry upper mixed forest the typical bamboo is Dendrocalamus strictus, 
but some of the bamboos of the moist forest, notably Cephalost(ic}iyum per- 
gmcUe, oiten in stunted form, extend into dry forest. Bambusa Tulda ogcutb 
in both, and Thyrsostachys OUveri is found in somewhat dry types as well as 
in fairly moist types in Upper Burma. Dry tipper mixed forest may either 
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Teak in upper mixed forest, Bhamo district, Upper Burma 
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occur in unbroken st.retches of considerable extent or be confined to the 
crests and upper slopes of ridges and spurs, the lower slopes of which are 
occupied by moist forest. As a rule teak does not attain such large dimensions 
in dry as in moist forest, but it reproduces itself more freely in the former. The 
most typical associates of teak in dry forest are Xylia dolabriformis, Terminalia 
tomentosa, T, Chehula, Acacia Catechu^ Pterocarpus macrocarpiis, Homalium 
tomentosiim, Shorea obtusa, Pentacme suavis, Dalbe^'gia cultrata, Bombax insigne, 
Sterc'ulia Premna tomentosa, as well as many other species. 

A particular form of somewhat dry forest is that known by the Burmans 
as thithyin, in which bamboos are scarce or absent and there is often an 
midergrowth of thorny twiners ; the most characteristic trees are teak, Xylia 
dolubriformis, Terminalia iomentosa, Homalium tomentosumy and Lagerstroemia 
Flos-ReginaCy and there is sometimes a dense advance growth of young Xylia. 

In moist upper mixed forest the prevailing bamboos vary with locality. 
Throughout the Pegu Yoma and in certain other tracts the most tj^ical 
species are Bambusa polymorpha and Cephalostachyum pergraeile in its more 
luxuriant form ; the latter has a wide range in Burma. Locally common is 
Oxytenanthera albociliata, often on sandy soil. In moist valleys of the Pegu 
Yoma, Dmdrocalamus longispatJius is common, and where the moist forest 
merges into evergreen forest dense masses of Teinostachyum Helferi cover the 
ground. In the northern parts of Upper Burma among the commoner bamboos 
of the moist mixed forest are Dendrocalamus Brandisiiy D. HamiUoniiy and 
D. me7nbranaceuSy with Cephalostachyum pergraeile plentiful in some localities. 

The commoner tree species associated with teak in the moist upper mixed 
forests are Xylia doktbriformis, Lagerstroemia Flos-Reginaey L. tomentosa, 
Anogeissus acuminata^ Terminalia belerica, T . pyrifolia^ Homalium tomentosumy 
Adina cordifoliay A, sessilifolia, Stephegyne diversifoliay Vitex glabrata, Bombax 
insignCy Eugenia spp., and where the forest merges into evergreen, Dipterocarpus 
alatus. 

In the lower mixed deciduous forests teak is associated with Xylia dolabri- 
formiSy Lagerstroemia Flos-Regmae, L. tomentosa, Dipte^'oearpus alatus, Berrya 
Ammonilla, Terminalia tomentosa, T, pyrifolia, T, belerica, T, Chebula, Adina 
cordifolia, A. sessilifolia, Stephegyne diversifolia, Odina Wodier, Spondias 
mangifera, Eugenia Jambolana, Eriolaena Oandollei, Careya arborea, Vitex 
glabrata, Dillenia pentagyna, Miliusa velutina, Diospyros ehretioides, Dal- 
bergia cultrata, D. purpurea, Kydia calycina, Pterospermum semisagittatum, 
Phyllanthus Emblica, Anogeissus acuminata, Bridelia retusa, Schleichera trijuga, 
and many others. In these forests teak avoids the badly drained areas, but 
where the drainage is good it may become very plentiful and may reach large 
dimensions. 

Particularly rich teak forests of the lower mixed type are the Kangyi 
and Satpok reserves in the Tharrawaddy district, both of which are outtying 
forests on the alluvial plain of the Myitmaka river. To this type may be 
referred the interesting forest of Mohnyin in the Katha district of Upper 
Burma (see Pig. 264). This forest is situated on flat or nearly flat ground on 
deep alluvial soil. Over part of the area teak forms the bulk of the growing 
stock, and in places is practically pure, and the trees reach very large dimen- 
sions. The peculiarity about this forest, apart from the high percentage of 
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teak it contains, is that the trees are mainly of large dimensions, the proportion 
of small trees being very deficient ; natural reproduction is almost entirely 
wanting until special measures, which are described later, are taken to stimulate 
it. Bamboos are absent over much of the area ; the chief companions of the 
teak are Gmelina arborea^ A^iogeissus acuminata, and Careya arborea. Although 
the teak trees attain large size the timber is not of the best quality, being 
much riddled by the bee-hole borer {Duomitus ceramicus, Wlk.). 

In some localities, notabty in the Ruby Mines district, teak occurs in belts 
or pockets which follow the courses of streams, large vstretches of iiiterveniiig 
country being covered with indaing or other types of forest devoid of teak. 
The teak confines itself to the alluvial flats or other fertile ground in the 
neighbourhood of the watercourses. Throughout Burma, in forest both of 
the upper and of the lower mixed types, teak is very commonly found, some- 
times in gregarious form, on well-drained alluvial flats of varying size, on the 
fertile loam of which it may attain large dimensions. Bamboos are often 
absent in such places, or if they are present the commonest species is Bambusa 
TuUa. Teak is sometimes found i\\ indaing forest on laterite, but in this type 
it is invariably stunted. 

As a general rule teak forms a comparatively small proportion of the 
growing stock in the forests of Burma, the trees being scattered singlj^ or in 
groups among a large number of other species. Some years ago I made an 
examination of the numerous statistics contained in the various working plans 
which have been compiled for the teak forests, and published the results.^ 
The figures yielded— including those furnished by the Mosit reserve in Bhamo, 
the working plan of which has been issued since — show that over the teak- 
bearing area of whole forests, that is, w^hole working circles and not selected 
areas rich in teak, the average number of teak trees 6 ft. or over in girth per 
100 acres is 100 or more in respect of fourteen forests hitherto enumerated, 
aggregating 972 square miles of teak-bearing fore>^t ; of these the Mohnyin 
forest heads the list with 241 such trees per 100 acres. Only four of these 
forests have 100 or more teak trees 7 ft. in girth and over per 100 acres. 

Considering next those forests which are rich in sound teak trees 3 ft. and 
over in girth, it is interesting to note that the three richest forests are situated 
on flat alluvial ground. The three forests in question are : 

1. Mohnyin (Katha division), 707 trees per 100 acres. 

2. Satpok (Tharrawaddy division), 455 trees per 100 acres. 

3. Kangyi (Zigon division), 441 trees per 100 acres. 

Satpok and Kangyi are typical lower mixed forests. Next in order of 
richness come two typical upper mixed forests of the Pegu Yoma, namely 
Bondaung (Toungoo) with 409 trees, and Kadinbilin (Tharrawaddy) with 
408 trees. No fewer than nine forests have totals of between 300 and 400 
sound teak trees 3 ft. and over in girth per 100 acres, and of these all but one 
are situated in the Pegu Yoma. 

As regards the percentage of teak in the total growing stock in teak- 
bearing forest, in the twelve richest forests in which enumerations of all species 
have been carried out, the percentage of sound teak trees 3 ft. in girth and 

^ A Note on some Statistical and other Information regarding the Teak Forests of Burma. 
Ind. For. Records, vol. iii, pt. i, 1911. 
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over varies from 15 to 33, the two richest forests being situated in the Zigoii 
forest division ; these ai'e Bawbin with 33 per cent., and Kangyi with 29 per 
cent., the former being of the upper and the latter of the lower mixed type. 
These figures, hoivever, do not include the Mohnyin forest, in w'hich only teak 
was enumerated ; this forest probably contains a much larger percentage of 
teak than any other. The lowest percentage of teak 3 ft. and over in girth in 
true teak forests hitherto enumerated is 6, in tlie Gwethe and Saing w^orking 
circles of Toiingoo. 

Indian Peninsula, general distrnbution. The distribution and types of teak 
forest in the Indian Peninsula are determined mainly by rainfall and geological 
formation with resulting soil. The great majority of the teak areas are situated 
on one of two great systems of rocks: (1) the Deccan trap, w'hich stretches 
from about 25° N. lat. southwards with occasional interruptions to about 
16° N. lat., embracing parts of Central India and the Central Provinces, the 
greater part of Borar, the w^hole of the northern part of Bombay as far south 
as Belgaum, and the western part of derabad : (2) the crystalline rocks 
(granite, gneiss, schist, &c.) which occur in Bundelkhand, in several parts of the 
Central Provinces, in the eastern part of Hyderabad, along the Western Ghats 
and throughout the greater part of the Madras Presidency. Broadly speaking, 
there is a marked difference in the types of teak forest found on these two 
geological formations. On the trap areas, wdiere the soil is often very super- 
ficial, the teak is usually of small size but occurs in great abundance, often 
forming the bulk of the growfing stock and even occurring pui*e over con- 
siderable areas. To some extent this is due to artificial causes, in that teak 
has been able to survive better than its companions the lopping, hacking, 
grazing, and burning to which many of the forest tracts have for long been 
subjected ; in some cases also teak owes its prevalence to the fact that as 
a ' royal tree ’ it has received special protection in the past. On the crystalline 
areas, although the teak trees are as a rule more scattered than they are on 
trap, they reach considerably larger dimensions where the rainfall is favour- 
able. 

United Provinces. In the Jhansi district of the United Provinces teak 
occurs on gneiss and cpiartzite, and is confined to areas within a few miles of 
the larger rivers. It is found in the small forest of Sairwas, w’here it forms the 
greater part of the crop, in the protected forests of Talbehat, and occasionally 
on the bank of the Betwa river. The rainfall in these tracts is under 40 in., 
and the teak is of small size. 

Central Provinces and Berar. In the Central Provinces and Berar teak 
occurs to a greater or less extent in Jiibbulpore, Damoh, Saugor, Hoshangabad, 
Seoni, Chindwara, Nagpur, Wardha, Chanda, Balaghat, Bilaspur, Raipur, 
Buldana, Betul, and Amraoti (Melghat), and possibly to a small extent in other 
localities. In Bilaspur, Balaghat, and Raipur it is very local, occurring chiefly 
on alluvial ground near streams. Within its region the rainfall varies from 
under 40 in. to about 65 in., except in the Bori forest of the Hoshangabad 
district, where it is between 75 and 80 in. Teak occurs on a varietj^ of geological 
formations, notably trap, limestone, gneiss, mica schist, sandstone, con- 
glomerate, shale, and clay. It is usually absent from the quartzite plateaux, 
and although occasionally found on laterite, the growth is poor ; it also avoids 
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black cotton soil. On trap areas teak is often very plentiful, thougii of small 
size. In some localities it attains a fair size on tlie Vindliyan limestone and 
sandstone or on alluvial ground near rivers. Teak is not ordinarily found 
with sal, but occasionally the two occur mixed, for example in the Bilaspur 
district, where there is a small area of teak mixed with sal poles near Deosara 
in the West Lormi range. The requirements of the two species differ, teak 
seeking good subsoil drainage combined with a fair rainfall, and sal seeking 
the more hygroscopic soils. 

Teak is one of the constituents of the mixed deciduous forests which are 
so typical of the Central Provinces. Its chief companions are Terminalia 
tommtosa, T/belenca, Lagerdroemia parviflora, Ougemia dalbergioides, Ano- 
geissus latifolia, Dalbergia latifoUa, D. panicukda, Ptsrocarpus Marsupiwm^ 
Diospyros Melanoxylon, Acacia Catechu, CMoroxylon Swietenia, Soymida 
febrifiiga, Schleichera trijuga, Schrebera swietenioides, Gmelina arborea, Cleis- 
tanthus colUnus, Odina Wodier, Cassia Fistula, Bridelia retusa, Adina cordifoUa, 
Stepkegyne parvifolia, Bulea frondosa, Bassia latifolia, Pliyllantlms Emblica, 
Biichanania latifolia, Xylia xylocarpa (in Chanda), and Boswellia serrata (in 
dry places and on ridges). The prevailing bamboo in teak-bearing forest is 
Dendrocalamus strictus, but occasionally Bambusa anmdinacea is found on 
alluvial flats by rivers. The type and quality of the forest, and the actual 
companions found with the teak, vary according to local conditions. In the 
great majority of cases the teak is of comparative^ small size, and it has 
often suffered from past maltreatment in the shape of lopping, grazing, and 
burning, in consequence of which many trees are unsound or misshapen. 

The largest teak in the Central Provinces is produced in South Chanda, 
in which the most important forests are those of Allapilli in the Ahiri range, 
forming a compact block about 73 square miles in area and situated about 
70 miles south of Chanda. The north-west and central parts of this tract are 
flat or undiilating, the remainder being hiUy, the Bhimaram hills in the south- 
west rising to 1,600 ft. above sea-level. The rock is metamorphic, chiefly 
granitic ; the soil is a rich light loam, but is shallow and rocky on the MU 
ridges. The rainfall is about 50 in. The forests of the Bhimaram hills are 
characterized by a plentiful growth of bamboo {De7idrocalamus strictus). Teak 
is the most plentiful tree species, the forest consisting in many places of large 
teak trees standing betw’^een bamboo clumps, with scattered individuals of 
Dalbergia latifolia, Pterocarpiis Marsupmm, and Stephegyne pjarvifolia, while 
Schleichera trijuga m common in the valleys. At the base of the hills and in 
the valleys the forest is more varied, the teak being associated with Terminalia 
tome?itosa, Stepkegyne parvifoUa, Adma cordifoUa, Dios2}yros Melmioxylon, 
Anogeissus latifolia, Odma Wodier, Xylia xylocarpa, Holarrhena antidysenteriea, 
Butea frondosa, Cleistmithus coUimis, and others. These species extend to the 
Bhimaram plains forests, where teak greatly predominates, and to the Mirkullii 
block, though the hilly portions of the latter are occupied by a very dense 
growth of bamboo, the result of former shifting cultivation. 

Another interesting teak forest in the Central Provinces is the Bori forest 
in the Hosliangabad district. This forest is situated in a deep valley at an 
average elevation of 1,450 ft-, above sea-level, through wdiich runs the Bori 
river ; this valley is enclosed on the north bj" a scarped ridge rising to 3,777 ft., 
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and oa the. south by several minor ridges rising to 1,900 ft. above sea-level. 
The rocks are partly trap, partly massive sandstones of the upper Gondwanas, 
and partly soft sandstones, clays, and shales of the lower Gondwanas. The 
soils resulting from these rooks are often intermingled, the result being favour- 
able to forest growth, though the teak is most abundant and of be^st growth 
where trap predominates. An important factor is the rainfall, which is between 
75 and 80 in., and is considerably higher than in any of the neighbouring parts 
of the Peninsula. Teak is the predominant tree, especially on alluvial ground 
along river-banks, where it may form as much as 90 per cent, of the crop. 

, The chief associate species are Oiigeinia dalbergioides, Terminalia tonientosa, 
Diospyros Melanoxylon, Lagerstroemia pwmflora, Anogeissiis latifoUa, Ptero- 
carpus Marsupiimn, Dalbergia Icdifolia, and many of the other common trees 
of the Central Provinces. Bamboos {De^idrocalanms strictus) are also plentiful. 
Teak is capable of reaching very fair dimensions, and coppice-shoots show 
remarkable growth, attaining a height of 100 ft. and a girth of 6 ft. 

Bombay, The most imjjortant teak forests of the Bombay Presidency are 
those of North Kanara, whcu’e under the influence of a heavy rainfall and 
favourable soil the trees attain large dimensions. The rocks are chiefly crystal- 
line (granite, gneiss, schist, limestone, quartzite, &c.), with occasional trap or 
sandstone and shale, and the soil is often a deep rich loam. Laterite is frequent, 
but the teak avoids pure laterite soils. The best teak areas of the Western 
Ghats and hAow-ghat tracts of North Kanara are in the regions of heavy 
rainfall, that is, where the rainfall is over 60 in,, and may reach 150 in. or 
more. Here the teak reaches large dimensions on weli-di’ained slopes such as 
those of the Kalinaddi and Gangawuli river drainages. 

Teak occurs only in mixed deciduous forests, and although occasional 
trees are found standing in evergreen forest this, as in Burma, indicates recent 
encroachment of evergreen species in former forest of a deciduous type. In 
the Kanara high forests, teak is a scattered tree, forming a comparatively 
small proportion of the growing vstock. Farther inland, where the rainfall is 
less, the teak diminishes in size but increases in relative quantity ; thus the 
eastern parts of Kanara, and the adjoining forest tracts of Belgaum and 
Dharwar, where the rainfall varies from 35 to 60 in., are the regions of teak 
pole forests. The chief companions of the teak in the forests of Kanara are 
Terminalia iomentosa, T. paniculata, T, belerica, Lagerstroemia lanceolata, 
L, par viflor a, Dalbergia latifoUa, Pterocarpus Marstipium, Xylia xylocarpa^ 
Adina. cordijolia, Stephegyne parvifolia, Grewia tiliaefolia, Schleichera trijttga, 
Stereospermtm xylocarpum, Anogeissus latifoUa, Saccopefalum tomentosum, 
DiMefum peMagyna, and Careya arborea. The bamboos a,Tei Bmnbusa arwndL 
nacea on the lower slopes and in the valleys, Dendrocalamtis strictus, and 
Oxytenanthera monostigma, the last-named often forming on the upper slopes 
a dense undergrowth which hinders natural reproduction. 

Outside North Kanara, Belgaum, and Dharwar, teak is found over a con- 
siderable portion of the great trap area extending from Surat and Kliandesh 
in the north to the northern parts of Kanara and Belgaum in the south, as 
well as on the gneiss, schist, sandstone, and quartzite of the Panoh Mahals. 
In the Kliandesh Akrani teak ascends to 3,700 ft. Throughout the great bulk 
of the trap area the teak is of comparatively small size, but, as elsewhere on 
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trap formation, it forms as a rule a large percentage of the growing stock, 
sometimes occiirring practically pure over consideralDle areas. The rainfall 
over most of the trap areas of Bombay varies from under 30 in. to about 
70 in., but in the ghat regions of Thana and Nasik it is in places over 100 in. 
Where the rainfall is small the growth is extremely poor, and rejDroduction is 
largely from shoots sent up from stools and old thickened root-stocks ; here 
the teak suffers periodically from drought. Even where the rainfall is heavy 
the soil is often shallow and rocky and the trees do not reach large dimensions, 
though occasionally in valleys and ravines where there is some depth of soil, 
fair growth is attained. In the Dangs of Surat and the Khandesh Akrani teak 
attains a larger size than in most parts of the trap area, but the larger trees 
are usually unsound owing to past maltreatment. 

The companions of the teak in these forests are much the same as those 
occurring in most of the Central Provinces teak forests, and include Terminalia 
tomentosa, T, belerica, T. Chebula, Lagerstroemia parviflora, Adina cordifolia, 
Stephegyne parvifoUa, Grewia tiliaefolia, Pterocarpus Marsupmm, Dalhergia 
latifolia^ Ougeinia dalbergioides, Phyllanihus Emblica, Cassia Fishda, Acacia 
Catechu, Diospyros Melanoxylon, Butea frondosa, Bridelia retusa, Odina Wodier, 
Soymida febrifuga, Erythrina suberosa, Schleichera trijuga (chiefly near water- 
courses), and Boswellia serrata {in dry places). The bamboos, where present, 
are Dendrocalamus strictus and, on the more fertile ground or where the rainfall 
m Bambusa arundinacea. 

Southern India, The most important natural teak areas of southern 
India are in North and South Malabar, particularly in the Wynaad, the 
Anamalai hills, Coorg, the south-western part of Mysore, and Travancore, 
that is, in the south-westerly part of the Peninsula. The rocks are for the 
most part metamorphic (granite, gneiss, and schist), and the rainfall iii the 
best teak areas is chiefly between 60 and 150 in., but is more in places. Teak 
here occurs in mixed deciduous forest ; the companion species are much the 
same as those of North Kanara, and include Terminalia tomentosa, T, belerica, 
T, paniculata, Dalbergia latifolia, Lagerstroemia lanceolata, Pterocarpus Mar- 
supium, Grewia tiliaefolia, Schleichera trijuga, Anogeissus latifolia, Adina 
cordifolia, Stephegyne parvifolia, Stereospermum xylocarpum, Careya arborea, 
Bombax malabaricum, and Gmelina arborea, Xylia xylocarpa occurs below 
the ghats, sometimes associated with teak. The chief bamboo is Bambusa 
arundinaoea, Dendrocalamus strictus on drier slopes. 

In Malabar teak flourishes and reaches large dimensions, both in the 
Wynaad, at elevations of over 2,000 ft., with a rainfall of about 80 to 140 in. 
and at lower elevations below the where the rainfall is heavier. The 

Nilambur valley of South Malabar is celebrated for its extensive and remark- 
ably successful teak plantations, commenced in 1844 and continued to the 
present day. In the Anamalais teak grows to a large size on fertile loam 
resulting from the decomposition of gneiss. The teak forests are of a some- 
what moist type, the chief associate species being those just mentioned, and 
there is often a dense herbaceous undergrowth which prevents teak repro- 
duction. 

The forests of Coorg fall into two main tracts— the eastern forests, at an 
altitude of 2,600 to 4,488 ft., with a rainfall varying from 124 in. at Mercara 



Fig. 267. Teak in lower mixed forest, Pyinmana, Upper Burma : on right of 
large teak tree is a Dillenia tree. 
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to 42 in. at Fraserpet, and the ghat forests, situated on the slopes of the Western 
Ghats and in the tracts below, where the rainfall is probably as much as 300 in. 
or more in places. The rock is chiefly gneiss, which is coveretl as a rule with 
a considerable depth of soil ; laterite is found in places, but the teak avoids 
pure laterite. The eastern forests may be roughly divided into two zones, the 
dry eastern or teak zone and the western or moist zone. In the former teak 
is plentiful, but in the drier parts to the east the forest is open and the growth 
is poorer than it is farther west ; in the south-eastern forests the growth is 
better. The western zone is characterized by a luxuriant growth of Bambusa 
armidinacea ; the forest is well stocked with numerous tree species of good 
growth, but teak is comparatively rare, though existing plantations indicate 
that the locality is well suited to its g^o^vth. The ghat forests are mainly 
evergreen, and are not teak-bearing. 

In Travancore teak grows at various elevations up to 3,000 ft., though at 
the higher levels it does not thrive. It is found on sandstone, granite, and 
limestone, as well as on alluvial ground along rivers. The best teak is found 
on the lower slopes of hills up to 2,000 ft. elevation ; the Idiyera valley was 
at one time celebrated for the size and quantity of its teak, but extensive 
working, dating from 100 years ago or more, has depleted this and other 
favourable localities. In Travancore, as elsewhere, teak grows in mixed 
deciduous forests, its chief companions being those noted above for south- 
west India in general. The common bamboo is Bambusa arundinacea, while 
in the Idiyera valley the teak is found growing among thickets of the reed- 
like bamboo, Ochlandra travancorica, Benth. In Travancore the teak grows 
best where the rainfall is 100 in. or more. In the drier parts of the state, 
particularly in the extreme south, it is of small size, but grows in fair quantity, 
often forming the greater part of the growing stock. 

Among other teak localities in the Madras Presidency may be mentioned 
Coimbatore (a]3art from the Anamalai hills) chiefly on gneiss, Tinnevelly on 
granite and schist, South Cuddapah up to 3,900 ft., the Yerramalais of West 
Kurnool, where the rainfall is only about 25 in., and teak occurs locally in 
stunted form, chiefly on shale, and along the Godavari river. The Godavari 
forests are situated partly on hilly and partly on level ground ; the soil is 
fertile and is capable of producing fair-sized timber, but the forests have 
suffered from past over-felling and from shifting cultivation. The teak wood 
from these forests is figured and ornamental, and is prized for furniture and 
cabinet-making. Among the chief associates of the teak in the Godavari 
forests are Terminalia tomentosa, T, Chebula, Xylia xylocatfa, Dalbergia lah-- 
folia^ Pterocarpus Marsupium, Lagerstroemia partnflora, Adina cordifoUa^ 
Anogeissus latifolia, Soymida febrifuga^ Ghloroxylon Stoietenia, Diospyros 
Melanoxylon, and Cleistanthus collinus, 

Leaf-sheddixg, elowebixg, and EUiriTiNG. In dry situations and seasons 
the leaves fall from November to January, while in moist localities the tree 
may remain in leaf until March or even later. As a rule the trees are leafless 
throughout the greater part of the hot season. The new leaves ordinarily 
appear from April to June according to locality and season ; in wet seasons 
they sprout early, while in abnormally dry seasons the trees remain leafless 
longer than usual 
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The large terminal panicles of small white flowers (Fig. 268) appear during 
the rainy season, as a rule from June to August or September according to 
season and locality, but in abnormally wet seasons they may begin to appear 
as early as April, as they did in Berar in 1915 as a result of frequent showers 
early in the year. During the rainy season the teak trees are conspicuous 
from a distance with their masses of white inflorescences. Mr. E. Marsden 
states that he observed the teak in full flower in the Tinnevelly district, Madras, 
in January 1917, and that this is apparently usual. 

The fruits ripen from November to January and fail gradually, some 
remaining on the tree through part of the hot season. The fruit is a hard, 
bony, irregularly globose nut (Pig. 270, a), somewhat pointed at the apex, 
eirclosed in a thick, felty, light brown covering, usually 0*4~0*6 in. in diameter, 
but varying much in size, containing one to three, rarely four, seeds. The nut 
is enclosed in the inflated bladder -like calyx, 0*8-1 *5 in. in diameter. Through- 
out the cold season the feathery erect fruiting panicles (Fig. 269) are conspicuous 
on the trees. The fruit may be conveniently collected by clearing the ground 
under the trees in January and February and sweeping up the fruits every 
few days ; the fruits may, if necessary, be lightly beaten off the trees with 
sticks. For convenience in storage and transi)ort it is advisable to remove 
the bladder-like calyx. This can be done by half filling a bag with the fruits 
and vigorously rubbing and shaking it, after which the remains of the calyces 
can be separated from the nuts by winnowing; The nuts vary much in weight. 
In samples from Burma the number varied from 570 to 850 per lb., while in 
samples from the Central Provinces it varied from 900 to 1,400 per lb. 

The teak seeds well almost every year, though occasional poor seed-years 
occur. The seed-crop may be partially destroyed by storms between the time 
of flowering and fruiting. Insects are sometimes responsible for the destruction 
of much of the seed-crop. Fertile seed begins to be produced at a comparatively 
early age. A plantation formed in 1873-4 at Ramgarh in the Gorakhpur 
district, United Provinces, commenced regenerating naturally when less than 
twenty years of age. Coppice-shoots fl.ov/er and fruit abnormally early. Seed 
from coppice nine j^ears old, collected in Saugor, Central Provinces, and tested 
by the Forest Botanist at Dehra Dun in 1908, germinated and produced 
healthy seedlings. This disposes of the idea that seed from coppice shoots 
is necessarily unfertile. Mr, G. M. Ryan,^ however, states that germination 
tests with seed from coppice-shoots up to fifteen years old in Thana, Bombay, 
were unsuccessful. Old trees are capable of producing fertile seed : in Burma 
seed from large trees 10 ft. in girth and over has been tested on at least three 
different occasions and found to be quite fertile. 

Individual tests reveal considerable differences in the percentage of fertility 
of teak seed, but as a rule the percentage is high in well-selected seed. The 
seed often fails to germinate the first year, particularly if sown late, and may 
lie dormant in the ground for one or more years before germinating. Seed 
stored for a year is usually found 'to germinate more freely than fresh seed. 
Various methods of hastening germination are described below under ^ artificial 
reproduction The vitality of teak seed is remarkable. Two instances may 
be quoted in which seed has Iain dormant for many years, retaining its fertility. 

^ Ind. Forester, XXX (1904), p. 456. 
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The first is the case of the Mohnyin forest in Katlia, Upiaer Burma, 
situated oii flat ground and consisting in parts of almost pure teak of la].^ge 
size blit with no reproduction present. Some years ago experiments w^ere 
undertaken to induce natural reproduction, among other measures tried being 
the clearing of undergro\¥th and the clean sweeping of the ground ; this 
resulted in the appearance of dense masses of teak seedlings s|)riing from seed 
which had lain, dormant in the ground, and which must have accumulated for 
years before producing seedlings in such quantities. In a portion of the 
Bilumyo forest near and of the same type as Molinyin, all teak seed-bearers 
v/ere girdled in 1911, and in 1915 the forest growth w’^as cleared and burnt ; 
this was followed by the plentiful aj)pearance of teak seedlings from seed 
which must have lain dormant in the ground for at least four ^mars. 

The second instance is one recorded by Mr. A. W. Lushington^ in the 
forests of the Nallamalais of Kurnool. Here from 1901 onwards clear -fellings 
made in a type of forest devoid of teak trees resulted in plentiful natural 
reproduction of teak : this is attributed to the fact that in the sixties of last 
century or later teak was abundant in these forests, ’whereas in the eighties 
or nineties a totally different type of forest arose by which the teak was 
temporarily ousted, and when from 1901 onwards tliis forest was cut, teak 
sprang up in abundance from seed which must have lain dormant in tlie ground 
for many years. 

GERMiNATioisr (Eig. 270, b-~g). Epigeous. The nut splits open on one or 
two sides, or sometimes on three or even four sides, the side pieces separating 
from the central axis of the nut like valves. Through the openings thus 
caused the radicles first emerge and descend, the cotyledons soon making 
their way upwards through the cracks, leaving the testas within the nut. As 
the plant emerges the valves soon fall away from the central portion of the 
nut. One nut usually produces one or tw^o seedlings, but occasionally as many 
as three or even four seedlings may be produced. 

The SEEDLiisTG (Fig. 270). 

Roots : primary root long, thick, terete, tapering, tomentose, wdiitish and 
delicate at first, becoming light brown and woody later : lateral roots numerous, 
moderately long, at fust delicate, white, pubescent, afterwards fibrous. Hypo- 
cotyl distinct from root, 0-5-1 in. long, compressed, white turning green, 
tomentose and covered with minute dark red glandular dots. Cotyledons : 
petiole 0-1-0*25 in. long, channelled above, light green, tomentose, covered 
with minute dark red glandular dots : lamina 0-45-0-6 in. by 0-3-0-5 in., 
foliaceous, fleshy, broadly elliptical ovate, entire, apex emarginate, base 
cordate or truncate, convex and bright green above, concave and paler green 
beneath, minutely tomentose and covered on both surfaces with minute dark 
red glandular dots which turn black later, midrib depressed, basal lateral 
veins two, somewhat obscure. Ste7n erect, at first terete or slightly compressed, 
soon becoming quadrangular, green, tomentose, covered with glandular dots, 
at first dark red, soon turning black. Leaves simple, opposite decussate, 
exstipiilate. Petiole 0- 1-0-5 in. Lamina 1-12 in. or more by 0*4-10 in., 
elliptical ovate or obovate, acute or obtuse, base tapering, serrate or crenate, 
hispid above, coarsely pubescent beneath, both surfaces, particularly the 
lower, covered with glandular dots at first dark red, soon becoming black ; 
venation prominently reticulate, the veins depressed on upper, raised on 
lower surface. 


^ Ind. Forester, xxxii (1907), p. 409. 
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Fig. 271 shows seedlings in various stages up to about two months old. 

1 ; During the first year the leaves remain comparatively small except in the case 

, , of vigorous seedlings which have grown under favourable conditions ; these 

, develop large leaves which may reach a length of over 1 ft. Fig. 272 shows 

, a vigorous seedling during the first season. In the Nilambur plantations trans- 

planted seedlings which are regularly weeded attain an average height of 6 ft. 
by the end of the first year on soils of good quality, the principal growth 
; taking place not during the rainy season but as soon as it is over. Under 

less favourable c5nditions a height of not more than a few inches is attained 
j during the first season. Healthy seedlings produce a stout taproot which may 

attain a length of 12 in. or more during the first season and 2-3 ft. or more by 
the end of the second season. Seedlings are leafless during part of the hot season. 
Teak seedlings are decidedly sensitive to drought and to frost, particularly 
, j during the first year, when they are frequently killed outright. During the 

I ' ; . second and subsequent j^ears frost does less permanent injury, and plants, if 

, ' affected, have a better chance of recovery from the base. In the drier parts 

■ ' , of the Peninsula drought is a common cause of death among seedlings, and 

I, it is of the greatest importance to secure early germination and vigorous 

i ' development during the first rainy season, in order to enable the young plants 

to survive the subsequent diy weather. In dry localities the stems of seedlings 
are frequently killed back by drought for some years in succession, while, the 
; ' I root-system develops until it attams sufficient vigour to produce a permanent 

I stem. In the first year seedlings do not tolerate injury to the taproot, but 

in subsequent years it is possible to transplant them with a fair chance of 
j 1 success after pruning the root and stem. In nurseries seedlings are often killed 

through injury to the taproot by insects ; the grub of the rhinoceros beetle 
{Oryctes rhinoceros) is one of the worst ofi'enders. 

Young teak plants have a wonderful power of recovery fi*om damage by 
fire, and in burnt forests their stems may be killed back for many years in 
succession, while in the meantime they gradually produce a much thickened 
root-stock from which a permanent shoot is finally produced when conditions 
are favourable to its survival. It has been observed in Burma that seedlings 
lacking in vigour when thus killed back by fire subsequently j)roduce much 
more vigorous shoots. Young teak plants are not readily browsed by cattle 
and other animals. 

Teak seedlings are intolerant of shade, and thrive best entirely in the 
open ; only in dry localities do they benefit in their earlier stages by side 
protection from the direct rays of the sun. They are very sensitive to any 
suppression by weeds, and it is a well-known fact that wherever weed-growth 
is to be feared the survival of teak seedlings cannot be ensured without regular 
weeding. This fact requires no demonstration to those who have had any 
experience of the cultivation of teak, but Fig. 273 may serve to demonstrate 
it to those who have not had such experience. This figure shows two parallel 
lines of teak sowings in the second year ; line A, on the left, has been regularly 
weeded, with the result that the plants are healthy and vigorous, wdiile line B, 
on the right, has been left uuweeded, with the result that every seedling has 
been killed by weeds, although these are by no means heavy. These sowings 
were carried out at Dehra Dun in 1913. 
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Fig. 273. Tectona grandis, line sowings in second year, Dehra Dun, showing effect of weeding. 
Line on left (a) regularly weeded, line on right (b) sown at same time and left unweeded, 
resulting in comiilete failure. 
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The action of weeds in killing teak seedlings is probably not a matter 
entirely of suppression. Seedlings are very apt to rot in damp situations 
during the rainy season, and in moist weed-groviili the mort€.lity from this 
cause is high. Drip from overhead trees is also the cause of high mortality 
among seedlings, and possibly this may also be connected with rotting owing 
to excessive damp. 

SiLVicuLTirnAL GHARACTEBS. The soil requirements of the teak have 
already been described ; briefly stated, the tree is capable of thriving on 
a variety of soils and geological formations, but requires good subsoil drainage. 
Teak is a pronounced light -demander ; it w’-ill not tolerate suppression at any 
period of its life, and requires complete overhead light as w^ell as a fair amount 
of side room for its proper development. Saplings are often found growing 
under the light shade of bamboos, and even to some extent under other trees, 
but the growth of such plants will generally be found to be siow^er than that 
of plants with complete freedom overhead. Saplings growing under bamboos 
and endeavouring to make their way through them will often be found 
to have their leading shoot damaged or killed, the bamboo acting as a ' whip ’ ; 
the leading shoot of the teak is very intolerant of any ixTitation of the kind. 

The teak produces a large deep root-system. At first a long thick taproot 
is formed ; this may persist or may disappear, but in either case strong lateral 
roots are produced. Teak planted in the Andamans in exposed places suffers 
from the effects of wind, which causes a branchy growdh ; it requires to be 
planted in sheltered places, belts of forest being left as screens. 

Teak is sensitive to frost, seedlings and coppice -shoots being particularly 
liable to injury ; it resists frost better than some of its associates, however, 
and has good power of recovery. In its natural habitat, severe frosts seldom 
occur, but the abnormal frost of 1905 did much damage in parts of the 
Peninsula, poles being killed at the top or down to ground-level ; experiments 
carried out for five years subsequently show^ed that trees badly damaged by 
frost were capable, when coppiced, of producing vigorous stool-shoots. Teak 
is also sensitive to drought. In the abnormal droughts wdiich have occiirred 
from time to time in the Peninsula it has usually suffered more severely than 
any other species, trees as well as coppice-shoots being killed or hopelessly 
injured in large quantities. 

Teak has greater power of resisting the effects of fire than the majority 
of its associates. It is true that on steep hill-sides and on ground covered 
with a dense growth of inflammable grass the damage done by fire to teak 
trees in all stages is considerable, and it is not improbable that in such places 
much of the hollowness observable in the lower parts of the boles is attributable 
to the effects of past fires. Looked at from a comparative standpoint, howwer, 
it is equally certain that in burnt areas the survival of the teak as a species 
is encouraged at the expense of its less fire-resistant competitors. The cjuestion 
of the effect of fire and fire-protection on the natural reproduction of teak 
is one quite apart from the effect of fire damage on the growing stock, and is 
discussed below under ' natural reproduction Under certain conditions fire 
may have a beneficial influence in effecting a natural cutting-back process in 
the case of injured or weakly saplings. Thus Mr. C. B. Smales ^ has recorded 
^ Notes on a Tour in Forests on the West Slopes of the Pegu Yoma, 1917. 
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some mteresting observations on the quality of teak saplings in fire-protected 
and unprotected forests of a dry type in the Zigon and Thayetmyo forest 
divisions of Burma. In the protected forests most of the saplings were forked 
and many were crooked, while many suffered from injury by wind, temporary 
suppression, and other causes, and had wounds which persisted. In the 
unprotected forests such weakly shoots were removed by fire, and the shoots 
resulting from the regrowth were nearly always remarkably clean and vigorous, 
defying fire and all competitors. 

An unexpected result was obtained in an experiment commenced in the 
Bhamo district, Upper Burma, in 1900. Two plots of forest were selected 
near each other ; the growth on either was similar, consisting of numerous ^ 
young teak trees with bamboos {Oephalostachyum pergracile in flower and 
Benclrocalmmis membmnaceus) and tJieTche grass {Imperata arundinacea). One 
plot, 6 acres in extent, was then fire-protected continuously after 1900, while 
the other, 5 acres in extent, , was allowed to burn each year. By 1908 the 
condition of the plots was totally different. In the fire-protected plot there 
was a dense mass of bamboos, while in the burnt plot there were scarcely any. 
Measurements of about 100 teak stems in each plot showed a girth increment 
43 per cent, greater in the burnt than in the fire-protected plot, the explanation 
being that in . the former the crop was kept more open than in the latter, in 
which a dense growth of bamboos and inferior species was encouraged, to the 
detriment of the development of the teak trees. This experiment can hardly 
be regarded as conclusive in itseK, but similar experiments in other localities 
might throw more light on what may prove to be a question of some 
importance. 

Teak is not so readity browsed as most of its companions, and resists the 
effects of grazing better than they do. Mr. J. W. Best ^ alludes to a stunted 
and shrubby growth in heavily grazed areas in the Bhandara district. Central 
Provinces, but this is attributed to the hardening of the soil by continued 
trampling rather than to actual hr ow^sing. Heavy grazing may be decidedly 
harmful in young coppice areas, as the coppice-shoots are soft and easily 
broken or trampled down hy cattle. 

In resisting the effects of mechanical injury of any kind the teak shows 
remarkable vitality. In village forest lands in the Indian Peninsula the last 
remnants of a former forest are often represented by a scrubby growth of 
teak, the last surviving species in the process of lopj)ing, cutting, burning, 
and grazing. On annually cleared fire-lines, again, teak coppice-shoots persist 
longer than those of most other species. In some localities teak owes its 
survival in part to the fact that as a ' royal tree Mt has received special pro- 
tection for a long period of years, but apart from this it owes its prevalence 
in many places where it constitutes the bulk of the growing stock to its great 
power of resistance to tfie effects of hacking, burning, and grazing. 

Teak suffers from various forms of injury by animals. In the Peninsula 
rats multiply in certain years and do considerable damage in plantations by 
gnawing the roots. Pigs also do much damage in some parts of the Peninsula 
by rooting up seedlings, particularly in plantations, where the newly -dug earth 
attracts the animals. In Burma much damage is done in some localities by 
^ Ind. Forester, XXXV (1909), p. 613. 
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saing {Bos so^idaiciis), whicli strip off the hark from teak poles and often kill 
them outright. This form of damage is also perpetrated bison and some- 
times b}^ deer. Of all wild animals, however, the elephant is the worst offender, 
his depredations being noticeable to some extent in Malabar and on a larger 
scale in Burma. The damage consists of breaking dovm or uprooting poles, 
especially in plantations, which may be utterly ruined, and of stripping the 
bark off trees. The latter form of damage is done by digging the tusks under 
the bark, tearing it open, and then pulling it oft' in long strips. The bark is 
often stripped off completely round the lower parts of the trees, many of which 
are killed, while, if they survive, the wounds caused by the barking may admit 
"*fire and rot. Mr. G. R. Jeffery ^ estimated that in the Wapyudaung working 
circle, E/ab}^ Mines district, about 90 per cent, of the unsound trees in the 
moister types of forest owed their iinsoimdness directlj^ or indirectly to damage 
by wild elephants, and concluded that it would be impossible to grow sound 
teak in forest infested by these animals. 

Teak is subject to various insect attacks, perha^ps the most serious of 
which is that of the larva of Dimnit/its ceramicus, Wlk., a moth, which bores 
into standing trees in Burma and causes the large holes erroneously termed 
‘ bee-holes k Another lepidopterous borer, Cossus cadambae, Moore, does much 
damage in Travancore. It tunnels down the interior of young stems one to 
two years old, and the only remedy is to cut back the stems ; it also gains 
admission through the wounds caused by lopping bramches of trees for manure. 
Of defoliators, the. commonest are the caterpillars of Hybloea puera, Cram., 
and Pymusta machaeralis, Wlk. The former consumes the whole leaf except 
the midrib and the main lateral veins, while the latter skeletonizes the leaves, 
eating the parenchyma and leaving all the veins. Another defoliator is the 
caterpillar of PaUga damastesalis, Moore, the ' teak-leaf roller wdiich, though 
more local, does a considerable amount of defoliation in some iGcalities, 
particularly on dry hill-sides. 

The fungous pests of the teak have not been studied in any detail. In 
Upper Burma the existence has been recorded of a thread-like blight on teak 
leaves and of a fungus in the plantations of Katha which arrests the growth 
of the leading shoot, causing a nest-like formation ; cutting back has been 
found effective in the case of the latter fungus. In the G wet he reserve of 
Toungoo in 1911-12 a grouj) of teak trees 5 to 7 ft. in girth was found to be 
attacked by a fungus, which had luUed some of the trees ; specimens were 
examined at Pusa by the Imperial Mycologist, who reported great destruction 
to the woody elements by a fungus which appeared to be strongly parasitic, 
but v/ithout the sporophores the fungus could not be identified. A mildew, 
Uncimila Tectonae, Salmon, which attacks the leaves of the teak and of Cordia 
Madeodii, appears to be fairly widespread in the Central Provinces. Mr. A. L. 
Chatterji ‘^ notes that it attacks only the upper surface of the leaves, giving 
them a characteristic bluish appearance. The fungus does not appear to do 
any material damage. 

In some localities teak suffers from the attacks of Loranthus. This 
parasite was at one time troublesome in the Mlambur plantations, but branches 

1- Working Plan for the Wapyudaung Working Circle, Ruby Mnes Forest Division, 1911, 

Ind. Forester, xxxviii (1912), p. 28. 
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attacked by it have been systematically lopped, and it has thus been kept 
in check. 

Teak coppices and pollards vigorously, and sometimes retains the power 
of coppicing to a considerable size. Mr. Foulkes ^ mentions a tree in North 
Malabar with a breast-height girth of 97 in., which when felled produced 
22 coppice-shoots, and stems with diameters of 2 ft. 10 in. to 6 ft. 4 in. which 
produced 11 to 13 shoots per stool. The early growth of coppice and pollard 
shoots is rapid. Of twelve different species coppiced and pollarded experi- 
mentally in 1909 in North Chanda, Central Provinces, teak show^ed the most 
rapid growth both of coppice and of pollard shoots. Mr. J. C. Legge ^ records 
measurements of coppice-shoots from stems five years old cut back in planta- 
tions in Travancore on February 14-17. These were measured on May 11, 
when less than three months old, and w^ere found to vary from to 7-| ft. in 
height, the number of shoots per stool varying from 7 to 23 : an unusual fall 
of 10 in. of rain, however, occurred at the time of cutting back. An average 
height of 7 to 10 ft. for coppice one year old is not unusual. 

An experimeirt carried out in 1906 in the Jubbulpore district, the object 
of which was to ascertain the most favourable season in which to carry out 
coppice fellings, has been described by Mr. R. S. Hole.'^ Trees 2 to 4 ft. in 
basal girth, selected for equal vigour and similar conditions of environment, 
were coppiced in different months from March to September. The stools were 
cut flush with the ground. The best results were obtained in March and 
September, and the worst results, wdth reference to three different factors, 
were obtained as follows : 


Factor. 

Total and partial failure to coppice 
Number of dominant stems 
Height growth . , , 


Months giving worst results. 
April, May, June, July. 
June, July, August. 
July, August, 


Thus the worst period for coppicing was found to be from the time vege- 
tative activity commences — it was abnormally early that year — up to and for 
a short time after the full development of the foliage. In the course of this 
experiment it was found that in the case of the larger stools, with 3-4 ft. 
girth, the number of vigorous shoots per stool was greater than in the case 
of the smaller stools, wdth 2-3 ft. girth. The following are the figures : 


Average number of vigorous shoots per stool according 
Girth of stool. to month of felling. 


March. April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

2-3 ft. . . . . 1-7 

2*0. 

1*8 

1*6 

1*9 

1*6 

2*4 ■ 

3-4 ft. ... . 4*0 

3*8 

2*5- 

2*1 

2-0 

2*2 

2*7 

Average of all sizes (2-4 ft.) . 2*3 

2*6 

2*3 

1*9 

1*9 

2*0 

,2*5 „ „ ; 

All the coppice-shoots originated 

in 

one of 

two 

wayS' — (1) 

from 

callus 


growth developed inside the bark and situated between the bark and the wood 
at the edge of the* cut surface, or (2) from the side of the stool below the cut 
surface, the shoots appearing through the bark. The former, which may bo 

^ Ind. Forester, xl ( 1914), pp. 262, 263. ^ /M,, xxiii (1897), p. 205. 

® Note on the Best Season for Coppice Fellings of Teak, For. PanipH. No. 16, Bot. Ser. No. 1, 
1910.' 
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termed ' callus shoots are of adventitious origin, while the latter, which may 
be termed ' side shoots probably arise from dormant buds. Mr. Hole notes 
that high coppicing appears to prevent the formation of callii% shoots owing 
to the rapid drying and shrinking of the wood at the cut surface, causing 
separation from the bark : also that, subject to further confirmation, present 
evidence seems to show that it is best to coppice teak low^ shortly before the 
commencement of vegetative activity, when as little of the dry season as 
possible remains, or if felling must be done in the, season of rest, high felling 
may possibly be preferable, so that the base of the stump will still remain 
^ alive if the upper part dies. 

It is stated ^ that observations in the Melghat, Berar, have indicated that 
in the case of old teak stumps whose vitality is poor it is better to leave stools 
4 or 5 in. high than to trim them flush vdth the ground, as in the latter case 
the dormant buds appear to be cut sbWBbj, 

Experiments carried out in 1909 in North Chanda to some extent corro- 
borate the Jubbulpore experiment as regards the season for coppicing teak. 
Stools coppiced in successive months from April to September showed the 
following percentage of success in producing shoots : April 100, May 100, 
June 9j2, July 91, August 40, September 71. 

There is little doubt, from observations made in localities where felling 
or coppicing has been carried out for a long series of years, that teak stools 
retain their vitality for a considerable time, and also, particularly in the case 
of old hollow stumps cut flush with the ground, that the coppice shoots may 
develop independent roots of their own, and may have the external appearance 
of independent plants, until a search below the surface of the ground reveals 
the fact that they are connected by the periphery of the old stump. In some 
cases this connexion may possibly disappear in course of time. 

The question whether or not teak produces root-suckers has been the 
subject of some inquiry. In his account of teak in the Wynaad, North Malabar, 
Mr. G. E. Eoulkes states : “ ' Where free seedling reproduction is absent the 
tree reproduces itself from coppice-shoots and more chiefly from root-suckers. 
This is the case at the present time not only in the Wynaad but throughout 
the teak areas of the Madras Presidency.’ The statement that teak reproduces 
from root-suckers, which is reiterated elsewhere in the same article, evolved 
some comment from Forest Officers in other localities, and an inquiry was 
accordingly instituted with the view of ascertaining to what extent the pro- 
duction of root-suckers is a general characteristic of the teak. A search was 
made for root-suckers in different provinces and localities, including North 
Malabar, and reports and specimens were sent to Dehra Dun. As a result 
of this inquiry Mr. E. Marsden ^ contributed a paper summarizing the con- 
clusions arrived at. An examination of the various specimens received, which 
included specimens from North Malabar, revealed certain characteristics 
common to all, namely : 

‘ (i) The ‘‘ root-suckers ” are close to each other or to the parent stem 
(usually not so far that their point of attachment to the '' root ” could not 
have been reached by a buttress or a lateral extension of the stem). 

^ Annual Forest Administration Eeport, Berar Circle, 1913-14. 

2 Ind. Forester, xl (1914), p. 192. ^ xlii (1916), p. 43. 
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' (ii) Til© roots are damaged or eroded on the upper side. 

^ (iii) The roots are near the surface. 

(iv) The*' parent stem is generally decayed.’ 

Now the vitality of teak stumps is remarkable ; trees Avhich have been 
coppiced at times send up stool-shoots low down on the stool at the base of 
the buttresses which are the upward continuations of the main lateral roots. 
The centre of the original stool may die and in time decay or become burnt, 
but the stool-shoots remain alive and may form independent root-systems, 
though they may remain connected by the periphery of the original stump. 
If these coppice-shoots are in their turn felled, neiv shoots may be produced 
on the side aivay from the original stump : the subsidiary stumps from the 
second coppicing may in their turn die and decay or become burnt, the result 
being a group of shoots apparently arising from lateral roots, and in some cases 
connected together by the root-like living periphery of an old stump, the 
interior of which has disappeared. Such was evidently the origin of the various 
specimens of * root-suckers ’ received at Dehra Dun, none of which appear to 
have arisen othen¥is© than in close proximity to the parent stem. 

The following extract from a paper by Mr. E. E. Fernandez ^ on the 
production of shoots by teak trees in the Central Provinces throws considerable 
light on the question of root-sucker production by teak : 

^ To ascertain whether these shoots were true suckers, or merely one of 
the many instances of ordinary shoots that spring up more or less in contact 
with the parent stool, the following experiments were carried out : 

' 1. i had the soil dug up round eight trees, which I then cut down below 
the level of the ground. In two out of the eight cases, just enough of the 
stem w^as left to keep the principal roots connected. In the rest the stem was 
quite cut out, separating these roots entirely from each other ; along Avith the 
stem a less or greater portion of the root was, of course, removed. The earth 
with chips of AA^^ood was then thrown back. All the trees were over 80 years 
old, three of them holloAv and decaying. 

^ 2. I AA^oiinded the exposed portions of the principal roots of upwards of 
100 trees. In some cases a chip of bark only was taken off Avith a sharp axe, 
in others a portion of wood was also removed ; some of the wounds Avere made 
with a blunt instrument, others Avith a stone, and so on. A considerable 
number of Avomids were more or less covered over Avith fine earth, or ashes, or 
cow-dung. 

' 3. Similar Abounds Avere made in the underground portions of many 
principal roots, and lightly covered over with soil. 

' 4. And lastly, I dug up carefully the extremities of some principal roots 
and covered most of them up lightly with soil, leaving some in their naturai 
position, others slightly bent upwards, to favour the production of suckers, 
if any AA-ere likely to come up. 

/Of the eight trees exploited underground, five threw up shoots the 
following rains, among these the two in which a portion of the stem AA’^as left. 
These latter, it must be noticed, produced the greatest number of shoots. In 
the three other successful instances the shoots sprang up from, or close to, 
the section of the roots ; the three cases of failure were those in AAdiich the 
largest portions of the principal roots were cut away with the stem. Making 
allowance for differences of soik the strongest shoots were produced by those 
which had lost the least portion of their principal roots. Experiments 2, 3, 
and 4 were complete failures ; moreover, an inspection of over 5,000 stools 

^ Forest Conference, Simla, 1876 . 
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coppiced did not show a smgle shoot that had not sprang up in contact with 
the stools. Besides this, on many occasions when I have met with young teak 
plants that from their position to trees near them looked like auckevs, I have 
had them carefully dug round and have invariably found their roots entirely 
distinct from those of the suspected parent trees. 

So far as direct evidence goes at present, then, it may be said that teak 
does not possess the tendency to throw up true root-suckers at a distance from 
the parent stem, and that the so-called ‘ suckers ’ which spring from low down 
on the stump, at its junction with the main lateral roots, although they may 
in certain cases bear a close resemblance to true root-suckers, should more 
correctly be regarded as Btool-sboots. True root-suckers, such as those of 
Dalbergia Sissoo, Butea frondosa, Oroxyhim indicwm, and many otlier trees, if 
thej^ are produced by the teak, must be of rare or local occuiTeiice. 

Natural reproduction. The natural reproduction of teak has been the 
subject of numerous experiments and observations which enable us to arrive 
at certain conclusions regarding the effects of various factors, favourable or 
otherwise, which bear on it. Our knowledge of the subject, however, is by 
no means complete, and much detailed research still remains to be done. The 
factors influencing natural reproduction may be considered under three heads : 
(1) spread of seed, (2) factors influencing germination, and (3) factors influencing 
the survival and development of the seedling. 

(1) Spread of eeed. Under natural conditions the fruits begin to fall in 
the cold season, about December or January, and continue falling during the 
ensuing hot season. On more or less level ground they fall and remain under 
and around the trees until, if conditions are favourable, germination takes 
place. On hill-sides where there is an insufficient soil-covering of grass or 
other plants to hold them up, many fruits are washed down the slopes early 
in the rainy season. The chief transporting agency of teak seed is water, and 
this accounts in part for the fact that teak often springs up gregariously on 
alluvial flats, whither the fruits are conveyed in the season of floods and 
deposited in quantity. 

(2) Factors infiue7icing germmatio7i. Given a sufficient degree of moisture, 
the chief factor influencing germination is temperature ; soil-aeration is 
a probable factor, while certain other factors are brought into play in con- 
nexion with the burying of the seed. 

(i) A temperature sufficiently high to induce ready ger- 

mination may be produced either by the heat of the sun or by fire. In cool 
shady places teak seed germinates with difficulty or not at all, and may lie 
dormant for j^ears, eventually germinating in quantity as soon as the direct 
rays of the sun are admitted to the ground by the opening of the canopy and 
the clearing of undergrowth. This is amply demonstrated by the regenerative 
operations in the Molmyin forest described on p. 752 and by some of the 
examples quoted below. Mention may also be made of an experiment carried 
out by Mr. Hole at Dehra Dun.^ Seed was sown on July 2, 1913, in two 
adjacent plots, one open to the sun and rain, the other completely shaded 
from the sun but receiving all the rain wdiich fell : the j)ercentage of germina- 
tion W8bs 17 in the former and 1 in the latter. After two years the open plot 

^ Iiid. Forester, xlii (1916), p. 61. 
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was full of vigorous seedlings, but of the few seedlings which germinated in 
the shaded plot none survived. The shade over the latter was removed on 
June 28, 1915, and the admission of the sun’s heat was at once followed by 
the germination of a number of seeds which had lain dormant for two years. 
Numerous instances have been recorded in the forest of teak seedlings appearing 
in quantity where the canopy has been opened ; some of these are quoted 
below. Germination is greatly stimulated if the seed lies in the open 
exposed to a thorough batog by the sun during the hot season, and to the 
alternate soaking and heating which it experiences during the early showers 
preceding the monsoon proper. Germination then takes place chiefly at the 
beginning of the monsoon, though in some cases it may continue throughout 
the greater part of the rainy season. A case of failure of seed to germinate 
when lying in an area shaded laterally is described below (p. 722). 

The beneficial effect of fire in stimulating the germination of teak seed 
is now thoroughly realized in Burma, Experiments which I carried out in 
that province in 1903 and 1904 showed that slight scorching, such as would 
occur in a light leaf fire, stimulates germination, but that severe scorching, 
amounting to charring of the fruits, destroys the vitality of the seed ; the 
latter condition is produced by the firing of a thick layer of leaves or of 
a somewhat heavy growth of grass. Under natural conditions the fruits fall 
partly before and partly after the season of fires, and in burnt forests it is 
probable that a portion of the seed-crop is destroyed by fire while a portion 
has its germination stimulated by fire, the net result depending a good deal 
on the nature of the soil-covering. In the case of seed lying dormant in the 
ground, fire undoubtedly has a stimulating effect on germination, as various 
experiments in Burma in cutting and burning the undergrowth have shown. 
The measures now adopted in Burma for securing natural reproduction are 
described in detail on p. 755 ; it will be seen that thorough burning is regarded 
as essential to success. The beneficial action of fire is probably connected not 
only with the heat produced by it, but also with its action in clearing and 
aerating the ground. An experiment in Coorg^ may here be referred to, in 
which the undergrowth below twelve trees was burnt in the hot weather of 
1908, with the result that a large number of natural seedlings sprang up, of 
which only 184 survived the drip from the mother trees during the subsequent 
monsoon. 

(ii) Soil-aeration. In the experiment referred to above, Mr. Hole demon- 
strated that an admixture of dead teak leaves in fairly heavy loam was 
beneficial to germination when the soil was kept well aerated and fully exposed 
to light and air, but was injurious when kept constantly wet. In my experi- 
ment at Tharrawaddy, described below, the beneficial effect of hoeing the soil 
is clearly shown. Further experiments, however, are necessary to determine 
the precise effects of soil-aeration under different conditions. 

(iii) Burying of the seed. Experiments at Dehra Dun, which were repeated 
several times, showed that seed lying on the surface of the ground exposed 
to the sun almost invariably fails to germinate owing to the fact that the 
radicle dries up or is eaten by insects or birds before it penetrates the soil ; 
the drying up of the radicle is particularly liable to occur on hard ground. 

^ For. Admin. Eeport, Coorg, 1907-8, 
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Actually on bare gromid teak seed becomes buried naturally in a remarkabh” 
short space of time. Rain is the chief agent in burying the fruits, but white 
ants frequently devour the outer felty covering, leaving the Inner hard nut 
intact, and these insects no doubt assist in burying them. In experimental 
plots at Dehra Dun a quantity of fruits scattered on bare ground in February 
had almost all become buried before the end of Juty : on grass>covered ground 
they remained for the most part on the surface uncovered, but here germination 
was moderately successful owing to the protectiqn from the sun wdiich the 
grass afforded during the process. The beneficial effects of loose soil are due 
^ in part to the fact that it facilitates the burying of the fruits. A covering of 
half an inch or less is quite sufficient, seed buried deeper germinating more 
tardily. 

(iv) Combinations of factors. An experiment which I carried out at 
Tharrawaddy, Burma, in 1904, throw's some light on certain combinations of 
factors influencing the germination of teak. Eight adjacent plots were marked 
out in the open, exposed to the full effect of the sun’s heat and light. In each 
plot 100 teak seeds, not treated in any way, were sown. In six of the plots, 
which may be termed A, sowing w^as carried out on April 13, that is, before 
the first showers, and in the remaining tw^o plots, wiiich may be termed B, 
sowing was carried out on June 23, that is, after the monsoon had w^ell set in. 
The method of preparation of the plots and the results of the germination 
were as follows : 

Tectona grandis : results of germination experiments, Tharraw’-addy. 


Method of preparation of soil and sowing of seed. 
A» Soloing carried out on April 13. 


Area burnt ; about 3 in. 
layer of leaves 


Area not burnt ; spar- 
ingly covered with dry 
short grass a.t time of 
sowing 

: B. 


Soil not prepared 

Soil loosened with hoe | 
Soil not prepared 

I Soil loosened with hoe | 

Sowing carried out on June 23. 

/ 

Soil not prepared 


Seed sown broadcast 
and not covered (1) 

Seed sown broadcast 
and not covered (2) 

Seed sown broadcast 
and lightly covered (3) 
Seed sown broadcast 
and not covered (4) 

Seed sown broadcast 
and not covered (5) 

Seed sown broadcast 
and lightly covered (6) 

* 

Seed sown broadcast 
and not covered *(7) 


( Seed placed in shallow 
holes and lightly 
covered (8) 


Percentage of seeds 
which germinated up 
to date. 


June 

June 

July 

18. 

24. 

17. 

26 

; 27 

28 

32 

■ 43 

47 

67 

75 

81 

m. 

B 

11 

19 

'21 

25 

'42, 

42 

'44 

JSfo germination toe 


place throughout the 
rains : even had it 
done so the young 
plants would have had 
a harder struggle 
against %veeds than 
those in plots A. 


Although a single experiment of this kind cannot be regarded a-s con- 
clusive, yet it confirms results obtained in other experiments, and indicates : 
(1) that germination is greatly stimulated if the seed lies exposed to the sun 
from before the commencemeht of the early showers preceding the monsoon, 
2307.2: , ■ ■ cc- r' 
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and that mtliout this early exposure it may fail altogether during the first 
year, even in the open ; (2) that the best results are obtained by burning the 
soil-covering, hdeing up the soil, and lightly covering the seed ; (3) that the 
worst results are obtained in the case of seed lying uncovered on ground 
neither burnt nor loosened. 

In this experiment it was noticeable that the seedlings made the best 
start and the weed-growth was retarded most on ground burnt and hoed, 
while on ground not burnt but hoed up conditions were nearly as good. Weed- 
growth was most plentiful on the plots which were neither burnt nor hoed up ; 
on these a tall growth of grass and weeds sprang up early, and by July had 
begun to kill out the seedlings, 

(3) Factors influencing the survival and development of seedlings. So far 
as is known the chief factors influencing the establishment of natural repro- 
duction are (i) light, (ii) soil-aeration, (iii) soil-moisture, (iv) weed-growth, 
(v) grazing, and (vi) fire. 

(i) Light is one of the most important factors in the establishment of 
natural reproduction, the teak being a strong light-demander from its earliest 
youth. Although saplings may persist for a time under the light shade of 
bamboos and other overhead cover, their development is slow and they become 
readily suppressed. Experiments carried out within recent years in Pyinmana 
and Prome have shown that a sudden influx of light to badly suppressed 
teak saplings, far from causing their recovery, may cause their death. The 
admission of light by the opening of the overhead cover is the main object 
of so-called improvement fellings for the benefit of the young crop in natural 
forest. In Burma, where bamboos play such a prominent part in the com- 
position of the forests, excellent teak reproduction is often seen in areas where 
elephants have been herded for some time in connexion with timber extraction ; 
these animals perform a useful service in breaking down the bamboos and 
admitting light and warmth to the ground, with the result that teak seedlings 
sometimes spring up and establish themselves in a manner suggesting a well- 
stocked plantation. At the same time elephants, if kept longer than is necessary 
in such areas, may undo the good they have done owing to their propensity 
for damaging young teak poles. Intensive bamboo exploitation has a similar 
effect in stimulating teak reproduction. Again, along the sides of dragging- 
paths, on fire-lines and in other openings through the forest, natural reproduc- 
tion tends to spring up freely (see Fig. 274). Along the sides of dragging-paths 
and where exploitation has been in progress the breaking up of the soil no 
doubt also acts favourably, apart from the admission of light. Mr. R. Bourne 
has noted an interesting case of the adverse effect of side shade in one of the 
Nilambur plantations. Part of the Aravillicava plantation was clear -felled 
in 1917, and natural reproduction sprang up in quantity in July ; in places 
the seedlings were so dense that it was hardly possible to step without treading 
on them. This clear -felled area had already been planted up the previous 
month and the new plantation was weeded without damaging the natural 
seedlings. In this clearing were two areas on which shade was cast for a con- 
siderable period in the morning by the adjoining plantations, which were 90 to 
110 ft. high. Here not only did no natural seedlings spring up within the 
area shaded after 8 to 9 a.m., owing to the temperature necessary for germina- 
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tion being iiisiifiicientj but the planted seedlings showed markedly poorer 
gro-\\i}h in that area than they did in the open. On the edge of the clearing 
the drip from the overhanging trees in the adjoining plantations certainly 
affected the young plants ; but in the shaded areas the breadth affected and 
devoid of all natural reproduction was in places as much as 130 ft., and it is 
therefore beyond question that the absence of natural rej)roduction and the 
inferior growth of the planted seedlings were the direct result of the lateral shade. 

(ii) Soil-aeration is a term which may for the present be applied, for want 
of a better one, to certain conditions which have a marked effect on the 
establishment or failure of natural reproduction. Under this head may be 
included the tendency of teak seedlings to rot in excessively moist or water- 
logged situations, and where damp weed-growth exists ; the mortality from 
this cause during the rainy season may be very high. The wholesale death 
of seedlings during the rainy season owing to the drip from overhead trees 
may possibly be attributable, in part at least, to the same cause. It has 
sometimes been attributed to some toxic effect in rain water falling from teak 
leaves, but this is mere conjecture. Whatever the precise nature of the adverse 
influence may be, it is a well-knowm fact that seedlings are killed off in large 
quantities by the drip from overhanging trees, and that anything short of 
complete clearance of the overhead canopy is liable to result in high mortality 
among teak seedlings in forest at all approaching a moist type. The aeration 
of the soil by loosening has a marked effect on the development of young 
plants, and in .dry localities it is a useful means of stimulating a strong and 
healthy growth which enables seedlings to survive drought. In the experiment 
alluded to above, Mr. Hole found that an admixture of dead teak leaves in 
fairly heavy loam was beneficial to the gro\^i)h of teak seedlings w^hen the soil 
was kept well aerated and fully exposed to light and air,' but was injurious 
when kept constantly wet. The vigorous growth of teak seedlings on the sites 
of old charcoal kilns and on patches of burnt debris is probably attributable 
to the aeration of the soil in such places. Soil-aeration plays an important 
part in the establishment of seedlings under the system of mulching described 
in the next paragraph. 

(iii) Soil-moisture, Deficiency of soil-moisture is one of the greatest obstacles 
to the establishment of natural reproduction in mairy parts of the Indian 
Peninsula, particularly in forests of a dry type. Seedlings often appear in 
quantity at the beginning of the monsoon, but have to contend against weeds 
during the rainy season, with the result that those which survive the struggle 
are weakly plants, which succumb to drought during the ensuing dry season. 
Any measures which will tend to promote vigorous growth during the early 
life of the seedling are likely to aid it in surviving the effects of drought, and 
the measures first tried with success by Mr. W. E. Copleston in the Haliyal 
teak pole forests in the drier parts of the Kanara district and now 
adopted in other parts of Bombay, have proved to be an effective 
method of securing the survival of natural seedlings in localities where under 
ordinary circumstances they are liable to perish from drought. The survival 
of the seedlings is secured by a system of surface mulching. The mulch 
consists of a small armful of green twigs with leaves, grass, or even dead 
material, the refuse of the fellings, spread in a ring round the j)laDt ; on this 
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are thrown two or three spadefuls of earth. According to Mr. Copleston,^ the 
soil round the plants is not loosened, and the two main objects of the mulch 
are (1) to keep the soil round the plants free from weeds, for which purpose 
a sixdnch layer of grass and leaves, vdth a very little soil to keep them in their 
place, is sufficient to keep the ground clean for a whole year ; (2) to secure 
the loosening and aeration of the soil by worms and insects, for after the 
mulch has been down a month in the monsoon a mass of worm-casts and 
much tunnelling by insects may be found under it. The class of forest to which 
this system of mulching is applied is thinly stocked pole forest of teak on dry, 
hard, stony ground ; the rainfall is only about 30 in. The results are remark- 
ably good, for in coupes where formerly no seedlings survived it is possible 
to establish from 200 to 300 per acre at a cost of between Rs. 3 and Rs. 4 per 
acre. This method of tending natural seedlings has recently been tried in the 
Melghat, Berar ; in open places the results were good, but where there v^as 
any drip from overhanging trees the seedlings failed to survive. 

(iv) Weed-growth. The intolerance of teak seedlings to suppression by 
weeds has already been alluded to under ‘ the seedling ’ ; weed-growth is one of 
the most serious obstacles to the establishment of natural reproduction, which 
in areas where weeds are prevalent can be secured in quantity only by means 
of systematic weedings commenced in the first rainy season and continued 
regularly until the plants are free from the risk of suppression. 

(v) Grazing. If not heavy, grazing appears to favour the reproduction of 
teak rather than otherwise, by keeping down heavy grass and undergrowth. 
Experiments were carried out in 1914 in the Wardha district. Central Provinces, 
in which cattle were admitted into coppice coupes which had been closed to 
grazing for three years after felMng. This resulted in little or no injury to the 
teak coppice or seedlings, but one year’s grazing stimulated such a rank growth 
of Cassia Tora and Indigofera gland^dosa as to threaten further teak repro- 
duction. 

(vi) Fire. In the drier types of teak forest, such as those met with 
throughout a considerable part of the Indian Peninsula, fire is admitted to 
have an adverse influence on the establishment of teak reproduction, which is 
greatly assisted by fire-protection. In many of the moister types of forest, on 
the other hand, it has now been proved beyond doubt that indiscriminate fire- 
protection exercises an adverse influence on teak reproduction by encouraging 
the growth of inferior species, bamboos, and dense undergrow^th at the expense 
of the more fire-resisting and light-demanding teak. We are not concerned 
here with the question of damage done by fire to the standing crop, or to the 
effect it is sometimes held to have in impoverishing the soil ; nor are we 
concerned with the effect of fire-protection on the drier types of forest, but 
only with its effect on the moister types of teak-bearing forest constituting 
most of the best teak areas in Burma and along the Western Ghats. In the 
latter region the adverse effects of continued fire-protection in the moister 
types of teak forest have been noticed for some years past, but the matter 
has received more attention in Burma than elsewhere owing to the large extent 
and the great importance of the moister types of forest, where the teak reaches 
its best development. 


^ Ind. Forester, xlv ( 191 9), p. 82. 
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In Burma the precise effects of annual burning and of continuous fire- 
protection on the condition of the forest and the undergrowth are easj’ to 
observe. Where, as is usual, bamboos form as it were the matrix of the forest, 
fire-protection has the effect of greatly increasing the luxuriance of the bamboo 
growth, so much so that the establishment of teak seedlings, even if germination 
were possible, is out of the question. Figs. 275 and 276 respectively show 
typical forest of Bambusa polymorpha and Cephalostachymn pergracile, the 
former never fire-protected and containing teak»reproduction, and the latter 
successfully fire-protected for fourteen years, during which time so dense 
a growth of bamboo has taken possession of the ground that teak reproduction 
is quite unable to establish itself. Longer periods of fire-protection show even 
greater changes, and in many cases the forest becomes converted from a 
deciduous to an evergreen type by the encouragement of sensitive evergreen 
shade-bearers. In annually burnt teak forests of the type under consideration 
the seedlings, it is true, may be burnt back year after year, meanwhile 
developing thick root-stocks, but their wonderful power of recovery enables 
them to survive, and even to gather strength with each successive burning 
back, until eventually the time comes when the seedlings are able to survive 
the burning and to establish themselves as strong healthy plants. 

The desirability of extending fire-protection throughout all classes of teak - 
producing forest in Burma was first called in question by the late Mr. H. Slade 
in 1896.^ The interest in the matter which was thus awakened resulted in 
a mass of evidence being collected, the great bulk of which affords ample proof 
that in the moist types of teak-bearing forest indiscriminate fire-protection is 
detrimental to, and may entirely prevent, the natural reproduction of teak, 
and that if it is continued it is likely to result in the total disappearance of 
teak throughout large areas of the most important class of teak-bearing forest 
in Burma. The recognition of this fact has resulted in the abandonment of 
fire-protection over considerable areas where its results are known to be 
detrimental to the reproduction of teak. It may be of interest here to examine 
some of the evidence which has led to this step being taken. 

The first actual enumerations made with the vie\v of comparing the stock 
of young teak trees in fire-protected and burnt forest respectively appear to 
have been those which I carried out in 1905 in tw^'o adjoining plots, one inside 
and the other outside the external fire-line of the Kadinbilin reserve in Tharra- 
^vaddy The former plot, 37 acres in area, had been successfully protected from 
fire for thirty -two years, and the latter had never been fire-protected. The plots 
w’ere typical of the usual moist mixed forest of the Pegu Yoma, the bamboos 
being Bambusa polymorpha and Gephalostachyum pergracile. Prior to the 
introduction of fire-protection, both plots must have been precisely the same 
in appearance and character ; at the time of the enumeration, however, pro- 
longed fire-protection had greatly increased the density of the bamboos in 
the protected plot. There was a sufficiency of teak seed-bearers in both plots 
to secure ample reproduction under favourable conditions. In both plots 
bamboo extraction had been carried on for many years, and in the fire-protected 
plot improvement fellings had been carried out twice, and dibblings of teak 
seed had been made. Everything therefore favoured a plentiful crop of young 

h Ind. porestew ^ Ibid,, xxxi (1905), m. 
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teak in the pi’otected plot, had conditions for its establishment been laiom- 
able. The enumerations revealed the following number of teak poles, saplings, 
and seedlings in each plot ; 

Tectona grandis : enumeration of natural young teak in fire-protected and 
unprotected plots, Tharrawaddy. 


Class. 

I. Poles 1 ft. to 2 ft. in J {a) Sound 

girth ( (b) Unsound and dead 

II. Poles and saplings un- \ (a) Sound 

der 1 ft. in girth ^ ( (h) Unsound and dead 

III. Seedlings . 

These figures reveal the fact that although the larger poles, which had 
established themselves prior to the days of fire -protection, were more numerous 
in the protected than in the unprotected plot, the seedlings — many being- 
young plants which had been burnt back for some years and were only establish- 
ing themselves by degrees — were ten times as numerous in the unprotected 
as in the protected plot. A striking fact, which was wholly unexpected, was 
the large proportion of unsound and dead saplings and poles in the protected 
as. compared with the unprotected plot. This was due to suppression by the 
bamboos ; in the unprotected plot weakly stems had to a large extent been 
killed back by fire and replaced by strong regrowth. In the protected plot the 
proportion of poles killed outright by suppression amounted to about 76 per 
cent, of the total number of suppressed and dead stems, and the remainder 
were so badly suppressed that there was no hope of their ever recovering. In 
the unprotected plot the sound poles were vigorous, bore no sign of fire damage, 
and had little to fear from future suppression, the bamboo clumps having been 
kept well apart by the annual burning ; the unsound and dead poles appeared 
to have suffered not from fire but from suppression in places where the bamboo 
growth was particularly luxuriant. 

These enumerations give some idea of the holocaust of young teak plants 
which takes place in typical moist mixed teak forest in Burma as a result of 
prolonged fire-protection. Unwilling to accept the figures as conclusive, 
I appealed at the time for further evidence as to the effects of fire-protection 
in different localities, and such evidence has been forthcoming. In 1907 
]\Ir. F. Beadon Bryant recorded the results of enumerations made in 1906 in 
various working plan sample plots, aggregating 275 acres, in the Tharrawaddy 
forests. These plots had previously been enumerated when the working plans 
were prepared twenty -one j'-ears before ; some of them had meanwhile been 
fire-protected for many years, others had been protected for a few years, and one 
had not been protected at all. Mr. Beadon Bryant’s results confirmed those 
yielded by my enumerations, namely that prolonged fire-protection results 
in a marked decrease in the number of young teak trees in forests of the moist 
mixed type. 

Similar re-enumerations have sipce been carried out in various parts of 
Burma, and the results have been recorded mainly in forest administration 


Number calculated for 50 acres 
in each case. 

Fire-proteGled Unprotected 
plot. plot. 

174 135 

109 29 

24 141 

121 37 

62 610 
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reports. The figures so recorded do not aiwajns appear to be based on sufficiently 
comprehensive data, but there is enough reliable evidence to confirm in no 
uncertain manner the conclusions previously arrived a^t, to the effect that 
prolonged fire-protection in the moist types of teak forest is detrimental to 
the establishment of teak reproduction. As an indication of the adverse 
effects of fire-protection in certain of the forests of the Ruby Mines district^ 
the following extract, which describes the condition of things after seven or 
eight years of successful fire-protection, may be quoted from the working plan 
of the Maingtha, Kunchaung, and Nanme reserves : ^ 

‘ The effect of fire-protection here is that the undergrowdh, naturally very 
dense and consisting largely of evergreen species, is rendered still denser : in 
tvabo ^ areas it is almost impenetrable, while in tinwa areas on high ground, 
where light enters more freely, a heavy undergrowth of dwarf timva springs 
up. The result is that (1) teak seeds l3dng on a cold bed of decaying vegetable 
matter do not receive sufficient exposure to light and heat necessary to germina- 
tion, seedlings are practically non-existent, and no new root-stocks are formed 
whence shoots may annually endeavour to establish themselves, (2) shoots 
on old root-stocks are more liable to suppression than thej^ are in non-fire- 
protected forests. In drawing these conclusions it has been observed that 
trees grown direct from seedlings are practically never found in either fire- 
f)rotected or non-fire-protected areas : reproduction consists entirely of shoots 
on old stocks, some very old, some only a few years old. These shoots are less 
plentiful in fire-protected than in non-fire-protected areas, but in neither are 
they common except where breaks in the imdergrovdh and low overhead 
cover have been formed, usually by removal of bamboos or groups of teak in 
semi-evergreen forest. But the most convincing part of the experiment ^ has 
taken place in the forest in the neighbourhood of Dogyaung, Asugyi, and 
Kwehaungdon villages, where bamboos have been heavily cut for a great 
number of years. In this localitj’’, on the one hand, splendid groves of sound 
small teak trees of a girth of one or two feet may be seen which sprang up as 
the result of bamboo-cutting in the days when fire-protection had never been 
thought of ; they are not merely chance gTOups, as they occur freely over 
several compartments. On the other hand, although bamboos have beeii cut 
just as regularly and probably more heavily during the last eight years since 
fire-protection was instituted, there are now only a few fair patches of repro- 
duction, and no considerable number of seedlings or stool shoots to be found 
on corresponding areas ; and they ought to appear in still greater numbers 
if fire-protection is to be justified.’ 

These remarks are the more interesting in that the writer, Mr. WaLsli^ 
admits having commenced his observations with preconceived ideas that 
correct conservancy of every type of forest included the prevention of fire 

Although it is now generally agreed that continuous fire-protection is 
detrimental to, and may entirely prevent, the natural reproduction of teak in 
the moist types of teak-bearing forest in Burma, our knowledge of the subject 
is by no means complete. The value of fire-protection in the di'y types of teak 
forest in the Indian Peninsula is fully admitted, and there is in all probability 
a stage between the moister types and the driest types in Burma in -which fire- 

^ Working Plan for the Maingtha, Kunchaung, and Nanme Reserves, Ruby Mines Division, 
Walsh, ,1906. , 

^ Dendrocalamus Hamiltonii. ^ Geplialostachyum fergracile. 

^ The protection of these forests is described by the writer of the working plan as ‘ a gigantic 
experiment which has cost half a lakh of rupees ’. 
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protection ceases to be injurious and commences to be beneficial to the natural 
reproduction of teak. That stage, however, still remains to be determined. 

So 7 ne examples of natural reproduction. Prolific natural reproduction of 
teak often springs up on abandoned shifting cultivation. This is to be seen 
in certain localities in the Indian Peninsula, notably in the Melghat, and is 
frequently observed in Burma, where abandoned taungya clearings often 
become covered with a thick and even-aged growth of almost pure teak, in 
many cases resembling a well-stocked plantation. 

The following extract from the annual forest report of Burma for 1915-16, 
referring to unclassed forest adjoining the Nansaung reserve in the Mansi 
forest division, describes a condition of affairs often met with under similar 
conditions in Burma : ‘ Taungyas have been freely cut in this excluded portion, 
and the result has been that wherever the clearings were made the natural 
regeneration of teak is splendid, and we have patches of teak varying in age 
from two years to thirty which are as good as some of the best plantations in 
the Tharrawaddy division, and this without any expenditure at all.’ 

In Upper Burma the origin of pure even-aged natural crops of teak, other 
than those on alluvial bends of streams, may in a large number of cases be 
ascribed to abandoned cultivation, and there is little doubt that the Mohnyin 
forest of Katha, consisting in places of pure teak of large dimensions, originated 
on land which went out of cultivation during the conflicts between the Burmaiis, 
Shans, and Chinese towards the end of the sixteenth century. The main factors 
which apj)ear to favour the reproduction of teak on abandoned cultivation 
are (1) the great vitality of the seed, which may accumulate and remain 
dormant in the soil for years prior to the clearing of the forest for cultivation ; 
(2) the clearing and burning of the forest and undergrowth and the cultivation 
of the ground, with the consequent aeration of the soil and the admission of 
the sun’s heat and light, and the eradication of weeds ; (3) subsequent annual 
burning — since these areas are not fire-protected — which favours the teak 
against competitors. 

The remarkable effect of complete clearing followed by weeding, in the 
stimulation of natural reproduction, is illustrated in the regenerative opera- 
tions carried out in the Mohnyin forest, and described on p. 752 (see Pigs. 287 
to 290). At Mlambur the clear-felling of mature teak plantations and the 
burning of debris are followed by abundant crops of natural teak seedlings 
which spring from seed lying dormant in the ground. 

A remarkable instance of profuse natural reproduction is to be seen in 
a plantation of teak, mixed in places with sissoo, on well-drained alluvial 
ground at Ramgarh in the Gorakhpur district, United Provinces. This locality 
is well outside the natural habitat of the teak, and the trees are not particularly 
good specimens as regards either size or shape. The plantation was formed 
ill 1873-4, and natural reproduction had already begun to appear before 1893, 
when the plantation was under twenty years old. At present wherever there 
are openings in the canopy, dense thickets of young teak of aU sizes up to 
over 20 ft. in height are to be found. Figs. 277 and 278, the former showing 
young plants up to 3 ft. Mgh, and the latter older plants, give an idea of the 
remarkable profusion with which reproduction springs up where the cover is 
sufficiently light. The chief factors which have caused this reproduction, 





Fig. 277. Dense natural reproduction of teak, chiefly 2 to 3 ft. liigli, in a teak and sissoo plantation 
40 years old, Ramgarli, Ctorakhpiir, United Provinces : sissoo trees girdhal to admit liglit. 










278. Dense natural reproduction of teak in a teak plantation 40 years old 
Ramgarli, Gorakhpur, United Provinces. 
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wMcli is imusuai in plantations, are probably a soil consisting of we^l-aerated 
and well-drained sandy loam, comparative absence of heavy weed-growth, 
and the open nature of the j)lantation, wdiich contains fairly large gaps. 

Bamboos play an important part in connexion with teak reproduction, 
particularly in Burma, W'here the nature of the bamboo grovi}h exercises 
a marked effect. Thus under the heavy shade of a dense growth of Bambusa 
polymorpha or Oxytenmifhera albociliaia natural reproduction is rendered 
impossible ovdiig to the heavy shade, while under^the lighter shade of Dendro- 
calamus strictus or Cephalostachyum pergracile, or where bamboo extraction 
or elephant grazing has reduced the canopy of the bamboos, reproduction is 
sometimes plentiful. The periodical flo’wering and dying of the bamboo, 
provided the forests are not fire-protected, is known from actual observations 
in Burma to exercise a marked stimulus on the establishment of teak repro- 
duction. Measures for aiding the reproduction of teak in bamboo tracts are 
described on pp. 756 to 761. 

Aetificial beprodijction. The question whether or not the formation 
of teak plantations is justifiable on silvicultural or financial grounds has on 
occasion been the subject of discussion. Opponents of the policy declare 
that plantations are silviculturally unsound, since teak is not naturally a 
gregarious tree, and that plantations are more exposed to insect sbttacks than 
teak in natural forest ; again, plantations were curtailed in Burma some years 
ago on the ground that the staff and labour available w’ere insufficient to cope 
with the work of thinning extensive areas of plantation. It is true that teak 
is not usually gregarious, though pure crops sometimes spring up on alluvial 
flats and on abandoned cultivation, but if pure plantations are objected to, 
mixtures are ahvays j)ossible. Plantations are no doubt more liable to insect 
attacks than isolated trees ; yet although the Nilambur plantations are 
regularly defoliated, they have nevertheless proved a great financial and 
silvicultural success. On the other hand, it is by no means certain that the 
mixing of teak with other species can always be relied on to prevent insect 
damage ; it is certainly disproved by a case recorded from North Vellore in 
1917,^ in which a group of 15 teak trees planted in the midst of mixed forest 
were attacked by Pyrausta, every leaf being skeletonized and the caterpillars 
being found everywhere ; there were no other teak trees within miles. In 
Burma the so-called bee-hole borer is a more serious menace thaii these defolia- 
tors, and if some effective means of dealing with the pest cannot be devised 
it may be advisable to mix the teak with other species or to limit the size of 
the blocks to be planted with teak, separating them by fairly wide belts of 
natural forest or by plantations of other species. 

Mr. C. E. C. Beeson has found that attacks of bee-hole borers are worm 
in pure plantations than in mixed forests rich in teak ; he has also found 
that a dense undergrowiih of bamboos, and particularly of Bambusa poly- 
morplia^ acts protectively, lessening the severity of the bee-hole attack. The 
borer can, according to Mr. Beeson, be dealt with to some extent in the conduct 
of thinnings. Thus (1) if trees marked in thinnings are felled before the end 
of the year, the borers in those trees wiU die ; (2) the removal of dominated and 
suppressed trees not required in the crop removes a considerable proportion 
^ Conservator of Forests’ Inspection Note, 1917. 
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of borers ; (3) the earlier the thiimings are commenced and the shorter the 
intervals between them, the lower will be the incidence of the borer. 

The labour^ question is certainly a difficulty in some localities, and planta- 
tions have to be limited accordingly, but the want of an adequate staff cannot 
be taken seriously as an excuse for not forming plantations, since the remedy 
is obvious. It has been held that plantation teak is inferior in quality to natural 
teak, but Mr. Pearson has carried out two separate series of tests with planta- 
tion teak from Burma, in both of which it was found that the timber was in 

© 

point of strength in no way inferior to natural teak. 

Wherever conditions are suitable, on the other hand, there are strong 
arguments in favour of teak plantations. It is obvious that land which is made 
to yield, say, 40 mature teak trees per acre after about 100 years or less is 
being utilized to much greater advantage than the same land which under 
natural conditions yields only a few mature trees -per acre in 150 years or more. 
Again, the cost of tending, upkeep, and supervision for a given number of 
trees is much reduced by the concentration of work possible in the case of 
plantations, and this results in more rapid growth and a considerable reduction 
of the rotation, which means a great financial gain. Experience in Burma has 
shown that taungya plantations formed on correct lines cannot be approached 
for cheapness as a means of increasing the stock of teak, and that the financial 
prospects of such plantations are decidedly good. Finally the financial results 
of the Nilambur plantations, quoted below, should remove any doubts as to 
the desirability of forming teak plantations, alwaj^s provided care is taken 
regarding important details such as the choice of site, the extent of area 
planted, the method of formation, a suitable mixture of species or isolation 
of planted blocks where the attacks of insects, and particularly the bee-hole 
borer, are to be feared, careful tending throughout the life of the plantation, 
and other matters. 

Particidars of some teak plantations. Teak plantations have been formed 
to a greater or less extent in many parts of the natural region of this tree as 
well as in localities outside its natural habitat. A short account of some of 
these plantations may be of interest. 

Central Provinces, Small plantations exist in various districts. In 
the Sipna valley of the Melghat forest division* of Berar about 1,000 acres 
were planted between 1868 and 1879. 

Bombay, A good deal of planting has been done from time to time in 
different localities. The earliest plantations formed were those at Sulgeri, 
Kadra, and Mardi in the Kalinaddi valley in North Kanara. The Sulgeri 
plantation was started in 1867-8, and continued until 1881-2, by which time 
the area amounted to 410 acres. The Kadra plantation was commenced about 
1865 or 1866, and continued until 188 1-2, when the area aggregated about 
200 acres. The Mardi plantation was commenced in 1869-70, and an area 
amounting to 102 acres was planted at different times. The spacing was 
9 ft. by 9 ft. The success of these plantations has been variable. Most of 
the planted area is on laterite, with very shallow soil in places, and here the 
growth is poor or complete failure has resulted. The plantations also appear 
to have suffered from want of tending in the earlier years, and from the fact 
that thinnings were too long delayed. Considering that much of the area has 
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proved a failure, the cost has been extravagantly high : the expenditure on 
the Kadra and Mardi plantations up to 1908—9 is reported to have been as 
much as Rs. 150 per acre, while the receipts amounted to Rs/16 per acre. 

Madras. Teak plantations have been formed from time to time in various 
parts of Madras, but by far the most important ijiantations are those in the 
Mlambur valley in South Malabar. The Mlambur plantations owe their 
inception to the foresight of Mr. Conolly, Collector of Malabar, who in 1840 
foresaw the shortage of teak likely to occur through the depletion of the 
natural forests, and urged the formation of teak plantations in the Kilambur 
valley, a proposal which was approved by Government. After three years 
of experimental work, regular clear-felling of the existing forest and planting 
with teak was started in 1844 ; this work has been continued more or less 
steadily ever since, though no planting was done from 1877 to 1885. The total 
area planted up to 1918 was approximately 6,500 acres. 

The Nilambur valley is an ideal situation for teak plantations. The 
plantations are situated at an average height of about 100 ft. above sea-level. 
The valley is surrounded on three sides by hills, of which the highest, the 
Niigiris, rise to 8,000 ft. The village of Nilambur itself is about 45 miles by 
road from the coast. The normal rainfall at Nilambur is 109 in., and the 
shade temperature varies from 80° to 90° F. throughout the year. Over 
much of the area the soil is a deep fertile well-drained alluvium admirably 
suited for teak ; this is interrupted at intervals by patches of laterite, often 
in the form of low hills or undulations. Betw^een the best alluvial soils and 
the laterite, various gradations of soil occur. The laterite produces teak of 
poor quality, and in many places the teak has failed altogether ; hence it 
has been decided, as a result of the experience gained, to avoid planting on 
laterite areas of poor quality during the second rotation. The Nilambur 
valley is drained by a good floating-stream which flows into the sea at Beypore, 
immediately to the south of Calicut, and the outturn of the plantations can 
be delivered at the coast at the low cost of 2a. 6p. per cubic foot, inclusive of 
all charges. Much of the timber finds its way in small trading vessels to 
Persia and Arabia, where poles as well as larger timber are much in demand. 
Planting has been carried out in large contiguous blocks, and hence the 
Nilambur plantations have not had to contend, so far as cost of upkeep goes, 
with the adverse conditions from which so many of the Burma plantations 
have suffered by being scattered in small isolated patches amidst natural forest. 

The Nilambur plantations have proved a conspicuous financial success. 
In 1912 the financial results to date were worked out, and it was ascertained 
that after allowing 4 per cent, compound interest on all receipts and charges the 
total revenue, expenditure, and surplus amounted respectively to Rs. 56,22,090, 
Rs. 54,79,531, and Rs. 1,42,559; the total planted area was then roughly 
6,000 acres. The rotation has recently been fixed at seventy years, and the 
final fellings of the first rotation have already begun. The net surplus for the 
year 1917-18 was Rs. 2,75,532 for the 6,500 acres planted, or Rs. 42-4 per acre 
per annum ; the future surplus is estimated to be over Rs. 30, and may possibly 
reach Rs, 40 per acre per annum. The results would have been even better 
but for the fact that the planted area contains a certain proportion of laterite 
outcrops and badly-draiued ground where teak has failed. 
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Average figures of outturn for the Nilambur plantations will be found 
below ill the yield table (p. 763) given under ' statistical h In 1917 the largest 
teak tree in tlfe plantations had a girth of 9 ft. 8 in. and a height of 135 ft. : 
it was situated in one of the earliest plantations, in the Iruvallikava block. 

Figs. 279 to 283 show typical examples of plantations of various ages at 
Mlambur. 

Coorg. The oldest teak plantation in Coorg is the Karmad plantation, 
started in 1868 and exten(|ed gradually till 1875. Its total area is 197 acres, 
of which in 1918 about 120 acres were estimated to be fairly well stocked with 
teak. The formation of this plantation does not appear to have been carried ^ 
out on correct lines, in that the existing forest growth was incompletely felled, 
and the plantation suffered for many years from the presence of overhead 
trees ; cleanings and thinnings were also neglected to some extent. The total 
expenditure on the plantation from 1868 to 1918 amounted to Rs. 26,948, or 
Rs. 136 per acre. Kumri {taungya) plantations were started in 1891, and have 
been continued subsequently ; many of these are very thriving, though some 
have suffered for want of tending. These plantations have been raised from 
nursery transplants, but latterly direct sowings under the Burma method 
have been tried with good results. 

Travancore. Bourdillon states that teak plantations were commenced in 
Travancore in 1866-7, and have been gradually extended since then, the 
aggregate area in 1908 being 2,666 acres. He mentions that the final fellings 
are expected to be made in the ninetieth year ; also that it has been calculated 
that after charging 4 per cent, interest the sale of thinnings will pay off all 
expenditure by the seventieth year, and that at the time of the final felling 
in the ninetieth year there will be a balance to the good of Rs. 6,887 per acre, 
representing an annual profit of Rs. 76*6 per acre from the commencement. 

Burma. Teak plantations were commenced in Burma in the fifties of 
last century, one of the oldest being the Thinganninaimg plantation on the 
upper Winyeo river (Ataran) in Tenasserim, which was started, about 1856, 
Several of the older plantations are associated with the name of Dr. Brandis. 
Among these may be mentioned the Myodwin plantation situated on flat 
alluvial ground about ten miles east of Zigon in the Tharrawaddy district. It 
was extended subseciuently in 1885-6, and again about 1904. The old planta- 
tions were formed by clearing and burning the existing jungle and digging up 
the ground ; in 1862 seed was sown in lines 6 ft. apart, in 1863 nursery trans- 
plants were put out 3 ft. by 10 ft., and in 1864 seed was sown 3 ft. by 10 ft. 
The plantation of 1904 was formed under the taungya system, seed being sown 
mth a spacing of 6 ft. by 6 ft. Another plantation formed by Dr. Brandis is 
that of Kangyi, about six miles east of Zigon ; this plantation, which is also 
situated on alluvial ground, was formed in 1864-5, and has produced a girth 
increment of at least 1 inch per annum. Another old plantation is that at 
Kywemakaing in the Kadinbilin reserve, Tharrawaddy. It was commenced 
in 1867, when an area of 58 acres was planted, and in 1869 it was increased 
by 86 acres, making a total of 144 acres. The spacing was chiefly 6 ft. by 
6 ft., with a small area 10 ft. by 4 ft. This plantation is on hilly ground, and 
although the success varies it is good on the whole. It has proved expensive, 
since the original forest was felled and burnt departmentally without any 



Fig. 279. Teak plantation 14 years old, Ramalur block, Nilambur, Soutb Malabar. 
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Pig. 280. Teak plantation 20 years old, Edacode block, Nilainbur, South Malabar 
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cultivation of field crops. The cost amounted to Rs. 112 per acre up to 1884, 
and Rs. 120 per acre up to 1904. 

The earlier Burma plantations were formed vdthout the aic? of field crops, 
and have accordingly been designated 'regular plantations’. The idea of 
combining the raising of teak with the practice of shifting cultivation {tmingya), 
so prevalent among the jungle people of Burma, originated with Dr. Brandis, 
though the credit of apptying it in its practical details in the Tharrawaddy 
forests appears to belong to Colonel W. J. Seaton, jho was in charge of those 
forests from about 1863 to 1870. Taungya plantations w^ere commenced in 
Tharrawaddy on a small scale in 1869, and since 1873 have been extended 
'‘almost continuously. These plantations have proved a cheap and efficient 
means of raising teak plantations on a large scale, and are admirably adapted 
to the habits of the jungle jDopulation. They have been formed extensively 
in many parts of Burma. In 1917 the total area of teak plantations, including 
6,021 acres of teak mixed with cutch {Acacia Catechu), was 71,731 acres, of 
which no less than 68,364 acres consisted of taungya plantations. 

Details regarding the method of formation and tending of taungya planta- 
tions, with figures of cost, are given below. The mistake of scattering these 
plantations in small isolated blocks is referred to on p. 735 ; but for this 
mistake the potential value of the teak plantations of Burma as profit -earning 
concerns would be much higher than it is. There is nevertheless a great future 
before the taungya system in Burma, provided definite concentrated blocks of 
forest are set aside for planting up under regular schemes ; in particular the 
conversion of blocks of evergreen or semi-evergreen forest into profitable teak 
plantations holds out considerable promise. The labour difficulty might be 
got over where possible by the establishment of forest villages ; the necessary 
increase of staff for purposes of supervision could well be justified on financial 
grounds wherever the choice of site has been carefully made. Perhaps the only 
serious obstacle to the extension of teak plantations, as far as labour con- 
ditions will permit, is the risk of encouraging the spread of the bee-hole borer. 
This danger is sufficiently real to form a valid reason for avoiding pure planta- 
tions of teak over large areas and for finding suitable species for growdng in 
mixture with the teak. 

United Provinces. The plantation at Ramgarh in the Gorakhpur district, 
which has regenerated itself in a remarkable manner, has already been referred 
to. Recently teak has been tried in connexion with afforestation work in 
ravine lands in the Etawah district, and has shown rapid groviih in the earlier 
years. Teak trees are planted, and grow moderately well if they escape frost, 
as far north as Dehra Dun. There is a small plantation at Lachiwala in the 
Dun, but it has been cut back repeatedly by frost, and may be regarded as 
a complete failure. 

Bihar and Orissa. Within recent years teak plantations have been formed 
in the Puri district. 

Bengal. There is a plantation at Bamunpokri in the Darjeeling tarai, 
and a small one, dating from 1869, in the Lower Tondu forest near Gorumara 
in the Jalpaiguri district ; both of these have succeeded fairly well. The 
latter was at one time reported to be a failure, but when I visited it in 1915 
I found it looking healthy, although it appeared to have suffered from want 
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of early tending. It is situated on well-drained sandy loam along a high 
bank ; the rainfall here is about 160 in., and frost is unknown. At the time 
of my visit it was 46 years old, and the trees were found to have an average 
and maximum girth of 3 ft. 9 in. and 5 ft. 4 in. respectively, omitting sup- 
pressed stems, which is a fair rate of growth. The Sitapahar plantations along 
the Karnafuli river in the Chittagong hill tracts w’^ere commenced in 1872 and 
continued in subsequent years, but a severe cyclone in October 1897 devastated 
the plantations and destroyed a large proportion of the trees ; within recent 
years further plantations have been formed under the taungya system in this 
locality, and plantation work is being continued on a fairly large scale. 

Assam. The Kulsi teak plantations in the Kamrup district, formed in 
1872 and following years, have done well ; there is also a plantation at Makuiii 
near Dibrugarh. 

Andamans. Teak plantations in the Andamans were started in 1883 
and continued spasmodically. From 1883 to 1889 teak and padauk {Ptero- 
carpus dalbergioides) were raised in mixture, but the former outgrew and 
suppressed the latter. The teak has done well both on padauk soil and on ever- 
green soil, but rather better on the former than on the latter. The cultivation 
of teak promises to be highly successful, and to be more remunerative than 
that of the indigenous padauk ; the growth is nearly, if not quite, up to the 
average for Burma. The earlier plantations were formed by transplanting 
from the nursery, and the later ones by direct sowing. 

Arahan. There is a small plantation dating from 1825 on the Thade 
stream behind Sando way. In 1915 there were 106 trees in it, of which seven 
were over 7 ft. in girth, the largest being 12 ft. 3 in. in girth. A plantation 
formed about the same time in the plains near Taunggok in the Sandoway 
district is reported to have been a failure. There is a plantation in the Uthalin 
valley dating from about 1870. In the Akyab subdivision there are numbers 
of small plantations formed between 1872 and 1875. In 1918 the number of 
plantations dating from before 1900 was about 100, aggregating 195 acres, 
the largest being 32 acres, while many of them were less than 1 acre in area. 
From 1900 onwards plantations have been extended considerably, and on 
suitable well-drained sites the growth is good. 

Choice of site. The importance of careful selection of sites for teak planta- 
tions has not always been fully realized. Perhaps the most essential factor is 
good drainage, since badly drained ground, or ground liable to inundation for 
many days at a time, is totally unsuitable for the growth of teak. Laterite 
should be avoided if the rock is anywhere near the surface ; this is well illus- 
trated at ISfilambur, where the plantations formed on low laterite hills have 
not produced anything but small-sized trees, and in many cases have proved 
an entire failure. Similarly poor shallow soil should be avoided, since although 
teak can persist on such ground the trees remain stunted, and plantations 
formed in such localities cannot be expected to prove financially successful. 

Teak can be grown successfully on ground which is not naturally teak- 
producing, even within its habitat. Some of the most promising teak planta- 
tions in Burma have been formed on ground which previously supported 
evergreen forest. The soil of tropical evergreen forest being particularly 
fertile, the growth of the teak on such ground is often very good ; the growth 
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Fig. 282. Teak ] 3 lantation 57 j^ears old, Panciigode block, Nilambur, South Malabar. 
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of weeds and climbers is likewise luxuriant, and hence weedings and cleanings 
in plantations on ground formerly occupied by evergreen forest are a specially 
heavy item. Plantations can be formed \Yith. great success on well-drained 
alluvial ground, as witness some of the plantations of Burma and Nilambiir ; 
early prognostications notwithstanding, the trees on such ground have satis- 
factorily maintained their soundness throughout their life, and are in some 
cases approaching maturity. On alluvial ground, however, great care is 
necessary to carry out repeated climber-cutting operations, as climbers often 
grow^ in great profusion in such places. Savannah lands are, as a rule, unsuit- 
able for the formation of teak plantations. 

The size of a teak plantation is, from a financial point of view, a matter 
of great importance. In Burma, vdth its w^ealth of plantations, a cardinal 
mistake has been made in scattering these in numerous isolated patches, some 
only one or two acres and others several acres in extent, in the midst of natural 
forest. Many of these have been lost sight of, and have perished owing to the 
rapid encroachment of the surrounding bamboos and jungle. Those which 
survive have been saved only at the cost of periodical cleaning of their boun- 
daries at frequent intervals, the surrounding jungle being thus kept at bay. 
In the case of small scattered plantations the cost of such work soon outweighs 
any possible return to be derived ultimately from the plantation ; on this 
account many of the Burma plantations must be written down as a financial 
loss, while many of the smaller plantations have disappeared entirely, their 
site being marked only by the remains of the boundary-boards, which serve 
the purpose of tombstones. In a moist climate like that of Burma, where any 
clearing is quickly invaded on all sides by the luxuriant surrounding forest 
growth, and where the boundaries of plantations have to be repeatedly cleared, 
it is well to fix a minimum area to plant up in the course of one or more years 
in one self-contained block. Only by this means will the boundary be short 
enough, in comparison to the area of the plantation, to bear the cost of periodical 
clearing. In Burma this minimum area was fixed some years ago at 25 acres. 
In this respect the Nilambur plantations have been formed on sounder lines 
than the majority of the Burma plantations, as they are for the most part 
comprised in blocks of considerable extent. This defect in the Burma planta- 
tions has been due largely to an exaggerated notion that no forest should be 
cleared for the formation of plantations which contains mij teak trees. This 
argument, how^ever, can hardly hold in view^ of the fact that in place of a few^ 
scattered teak trees the ground wall be made to support perhaps forty trees 
of valuable species to the acre at maturity, allowing for a suitable mixture of 
other trees besides teak where the bee-hole borer is to be feared. The sparing 
of a few isolated teak trees can certainly never justify the financial loss involved 
in scattering the plantations in small isolated blocks. In dry climates such 
as those met with in many of the teak-bearing tracts of the Indian Peninsula, 
this rule regarding the size of plantations would not hold to the same extent, 
if at all, except in so far as concentration for purposes of tending and upkeep 
is concerned. 

Spacing. The spacing now almost universally adopted in Burma is 6 ft. 
by 6 ft., this giving even growth all round and being close enough to produce 
a.complete canopy in a few years. In the earlier plantations in Burma spacings 
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of 12 ft. by 3 ft. and 9 ft. by 4 ft. were common ; the plants are thus fairly 
close together along definite lines, and weeding is facilitated, but the canopy 
takes longer to^close up than in 6 ft. by 6 ft. spacing. In the Tharrawaddy 
plantations of 1876 and 1877 belts of teak consisting of three lines 6 ft. apart, 
each belt separated by an unplanted strip 30 ft. wide, were tried ; in 1878 
wider belts were formed, eight lines 6 ft. apart being planted, and unplanted 
strips 30 ft. wide being left between the belts. TMs system was apparently 
found unsatisfactory, as it w^as discontinued. 

In the Mlambur plantations a spacing of 6|- ft. by 6| ft. has been the 
general rule ; a spacing of 6 ft. by 6 ft. was adopted for a time prior to 1904, 
but it was afterwards decided to plant with a spacing of 8 ft. by 8 ft. on first- 
class soils and 6 ft. by 6 ft. on second-class soils. Wide spacing, however, has 
now been given up, and the rule in recent years has been to plant ft. by 
6| ft. on soils of good quality, and 6 ft. by 6 ft. on soils of poorer quality. 
Although wide spacing is more economical than close planting, reckoning the 
cost of planting an acre at a given rate per plant, at Nilambur it is said to 
have resulted in a fair proportion of the trees being forked at a height of 20 to 
25 ft. from the ground. Mr. P. M. Lushington, again, notes that the extra 
cost of close planting at Nilambur is recovered from the first thinnings, and 
that close spacing has a gveat advantage in producing straight clean stems. 
Another result of wide spacing is that weedings have to be continued longer, 
and give more trouble, than in the case of close planting, so that expenditure 
saved in the cost of formation has to. be added to the cost of tending. This 
was found to be the case in Coorg, where a spacing of 10 ft. by 10 ft. was tried 
at one time, but was discarded owing to the trouble given by weeds. In 
Travancore a spacing of 15 ft. by 15 ft. was tried during the first few years of 
plantation work, but this was afterwm’ds discarded for a spacing of 5 ft. by 
5 ft. or 6 ft. by 6 ft. 

Preparation of seed. In most parts of India it is customary to subject teak 
seed to some form of preliminary preparation in order to hasten germination, 
without which the seed is found to lie dormant for a j^^ear. Provided the seed 
is sown well before the early showers preceding the monsoon, such preparation 
is not always necessary ; it is not ordinarily resorted to in Burma, and the 
results are all that can be desired. In India many different plans are adopted. 
At Nilambur soaking for 48 hours before sowing in the nursery is found to 
give good results ; the soaking is effected by placing sacks of seed in running 
streams. Exposing the seed to the weather for a whole year in the open has 
been found successful in Bombay. In Kanara seed sown in beds early in 
April, and watered daily until the rainy season, has been found to germinate 
fairly weU, though some of the seeds lie dormant for a year. Mr. L. S. Osmaston^ 
has described a method which has given uniformly excellent results in Satara, 
where the rainfall is about 24 in. A hole large enough to hold all the seed is 
dug in April in a sunny spot, filled with seeds, covered with a layer of earth 
1 in. thick, and thoroughly drenched with water every third day for six weeks. 
The seed is then taken out and spread in the sun for three weeks, by which ’ 
time the rainy season is about to commence, when the seed is sown and germina- 
tion takes place readily. Another plan, successfully tried in Surat, is to 
^ Ind. Forester, xxxiv (1908), p. 534. 



Pig. 283. Teak plantation 65 years old, Moolathamanoo block, Nilambnr, South 
Malabar : tree with man at base 7 ft. 8 in. in girth. 







Fig. 284. Young teak taungya plantation in second year, Burma. 
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subject the seed to alternate soaking in water for twenty-four hours and drying 
on the ground for four days, repeating this process for a fortnight ; the seed 
is then placed in a hole in the ground and kept moist until germination begins, 
when the germinating seeds are remowed dail}^ and sown. Slight charring 
has been found to stimulate germination, but this method is not to he recom- 
mended, since the vitality of the seed is destroyed if the heat is too intense. 
Mr. E. M. Hodgson^ in Smrat found that soaking for tw’enty-foiir hours in 
lukewarm water prior to so-wing invariably induced germination in twelve to 
twenty-four hours. A method which is said to give good results in Bombay is 
^ to fill a pit with alternate layers of seeds and earth 1 in. thick, cover it with 
earth, and keep it well drenched with water for about a fortnight ; the seeds 
and earth are then mixed well together and watered until germination begins. 
A method tried with success in Ceylon is to spread the seed in a layer 4 in. 
thick on a mat in the sun and keep it constantly watered ; germination starts 
in about three days, and the germinating seeds are removed daily and sown 
in the nursery. This method should be carried out only in fine weather, since 
the seeds are apt to rot if kept too moist without being exposed to the sun. 
In an experiment carried out by Mr. H. Tireman in Coorg in 1916 good results 
were obtained by placing the seeds between gunny-bags in April and w’atering 
them well ; germination commenced in 13 days, and ceased 26 days later. 

Covering of seed. The depth to which seed, whether sown in the nursery 
or direct in the forest, should be covered with earth is a matter of some impor- 
tance. A number of experiments which I carried out at Dehra Dun, in which 
seed was covered to various depths up to 2 in., showed that the best results 
are obtained by covering it to a depth of less than I in. These experiments 
were repeated several times, and the result obtained in each case was the 
same. 

Nursery treatment and transplanting. Teak may be raised either by direct 
sowing or by the transplanting of seedlings which are raised as a rule in the 
nursery ; the former method is the more usual in Burma and the latter in 
India, though direct sowings appear to have come more into vogue in India 
within recent years. The methods of raising teak seedlings in the nursery 
vary in detail. Seedlings may be transplanted the year of sowing or may 
be kept in the nursery for a year. In the former case any injury to the root 
should be avoided, and small-sized seedlings should therefore be used, but in 
the latter case the plants will stand pruning of the taproot, provided the stem 
is also pruned down. 

The method which has been employed for raising most of the plantations 
in the Nilambur valley is as follows : 

Seed-beds are formed near the area to be planted; good free soil is 
selected, dug to a depth of 3 ft. and broken into fine mould, after the removal 
of weeds, roots, and stones. An edging 3-4 in. Mgh is constructed round the 
beds, which have a width of about 2| ft. between edgings. The seed is collected 
in Eebruary from vigorous trees and sown about the 7th to 15th April ; before 
being sown it is soaked for 48 hours in water. About 240 lb. of seed, sown 
. broadcast, suffice for 150 ft. length of bed. The seeds are covered with earth 
to a depth of in., and the beds are then covered with straw, a few- leafless 

1 Ind. Forester, xxvi (1900), p. 279. 
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twigs being placed below the stra-w to prevent it from mixing with the earth ; 
the object of the straw is to prevent the earth from being washed off the beds 
when watering “is in progress. The beds are watered copiously every day, 
and germination takes place in 10-20 days, Avhen the straw and twigs are 
removed. Thereafter watering is- carried out more sparingly as the plants 
become stronger. The monsoon sets in, as a rule, in the beginning of June, 
and it is of the greatest importance that the seedlings should be of the correct 
size, that is, about 3 in. hig^, with two pairs of leaves besides the cotyledons ; 
the third pair of leaves are usually a good deal larger, and if they have appeared 
they should be nipped off. The larger plants are discarded in favour of those 
about 3 in. high. Planting should always be carried out during continuous 
rain ; if this is not done, or if there is a break of a few days after planting, 
much failure results. Planting should be completed as early in the rainy season 
as possible ; in this case the seedlings reach a height of several feet by the 
end of the season, while those put out late show poor development. If late 
planting is unavoidable, small seedlings which have germinated late are 
selected in preference to larger ones mth long thick taproots. The planting 
site is felled in December, the felled material being allowed to dry until March, 
when it is burnt, the unburnt logs being then cross-cut, piled, and again burnt. 
Lining is then carried out, and after the ground is softened by rain pits 10-12 in. 
cube are dug and filled in with the loose earth, in which the planting hole is 
made with the hand or with a bamboo stick at the time the seedling is planted ; 
the earth is. then replaced round the roots and pressed well down, care being 
taken not to place the seedling in a hollow, but rather to raise it slightly above 
the surrounding level of the ground, in order to allow for the settling of the 
earth. 

Under this system the cost of formation is somewhat high. Mr. J. Fer- 
guson, who was in charge of the Mlambur plantations for many years, made 
out the following statement of the average cost per acre of clearing and planting 


on forest land : 





Rs. 

a. 

P' 

Weeding undergrowth preparatory to felling . 

. 2 

0 

0 

Felling . . 

. 5 

0 

0 

Firing after felling . . . . . . 

. 0 

4 

0 

Cross-cutting remains of first burning 

. 3 

.8 

0 

Filing and burning off clear . . . 

. 10 

0 

0 

Lining, marking, pitting, and planting out 

. 3 

8 

0 

Weeding and hoeing round the plants 

. 2 

8 

0 

Second, third, and fourth weedings at Rs. 1-4-0 each 

. 3 

12 

0 

Collection of teak seed . . . . . . 

. 0 

8 

0 

Prejjaring, sowing, and watering nursery beds . 

. 3 

0^ 

0 

Contingencies . . ... 

. 2 

0 

0 

Total . . . 

. 36 

b 

”o 


This does not include the cost of superintendence. The average cost of 
formation is now usually reckoned at Rs. 40 per acre for complete establish- 
ment up to the first thinning. Pruning is carried out only in the case of* 
unlignified branches of young plants up to three years of age ; these often 
develop forked stems or produce strong side branches which may be pruned 
off with advantage. 

In some localities, particiilarly in parts of Bombay, it is customary to 


TECTONA 


739 


keep the seedlings for a year in the nursery before planting them out. The 
seedlings are usually pricked out 6 in. apart in the nurseiy about June or July 
of the first year, when 2 or 3 in. high, weeded regularly aiKi watered in dry 
weather, at first frequently and later as sparingly as possible. Tlie^r are 
planted out early in the foUomng rainy season, when about a year old, the 
stem being, as a rule, pruned dow to about 2 to 3 in. from groiuid-lewel and 
the root being trimmed. ** 

A plan which has been adopted in some places is to sow the seed in the 
nursery beds about the beginning of the rainy season and to do no watering 
until about February or March the following year ; this induces germination 
within a short time, and the plants reach a height of about 9 to 12 in. by the 
beginning of the rains, when they are planted out. 

Transplanting natural seedlings. The transplanting of natural forest 
seedlings, to supplement dibblings, has been carried out with success in the 
Katha district of Upper Burma. A remarkably successful experiment was 
carried out several years ago in the Tharrawaddy forests by Ranger Maung 
San Lon. He cleared and burned a small patch, and in it planted the thickened 
root-stocks of young natural teak plants which had been killed back repeatedly 
by fire or suppression ; the stems were pruned down, the roots were trimmed, 
and the thickened root-stocks were planted somewhat after the manner of 
potatoes. The result was a flourishing plantation of vigorous plants. 

Ranger J. D. Rego ^ has described the success attending the transplanting 
of natural teak seedlings in the Mundgod pole forests of North Kanara, par- 
ticularly in patches where the refuse of fellings had been burnt. It was found 
that natural seedlings dug up and transplanted showed better growth, probably 
owing to the loosening of the soil, than natural seedlings left in situ and tended 
by mulching in the manner already described on p. 723. For this purpose 
small seedlings 2 to 3 in. high are found to be^best ; these are found in large 
numbers at the beginning of the rains on fire-Hnes and roadsides, and the 
supply is augmented by creating small nurseries in the coupes by burning 
leaves and brushwood and sowing seeds on the burnt patches. The best 
results of all are attained by transplanting seedlings into burnt patches, in 
which case they attain a height of 1-2 ft. in the first year, and no weeding is 
necessary. SeedMngs planted on unburnt ground require weeding for two and 
sometimes for three years. The method ot burning adopted is to collect all 
the brushwood and felling refuse into heaps, which are burnt during the hot 
weather immediately after a shower of rain, when there is little fear of the 
fire spreading. 

TM Burma taungya system. This is the system which has been almost 
universally employed in Burma for many years past, and has proved a most 
efficient and economical method of forming teak plantations. It consists in 
dibbling teak seed along with field crops in temporary forest clearings and 
tending the crop of teak after the field crops have been reaped. One of the 
most important operations connected with this system — ^and the same applies 
to any system of clearing forest land for plantation purposes— is to secure as 
complete and thorough a burning of the felled material as possible before 
sowing the crops and the teak. This is well understood by the taimgya-Qutteirs^ 

^ Ind, Forester^ xliii (1917), p. 197. 

■ n d'2' ^ ■ 
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and it means all the difference between success and failure. If the burning is 
not thorough, half -burnt logs and stumps encumber the ground, preventing 
regular planting" and hindering subsequent weeding. Thorough burning 
consumes all the felled trees and many of the stumps, as well as the seeds of 
weeds and climbers, prevents regrowiih from felled trees and bamboos, and 
enriches the soil with the ashes. In order to ensure thorough burning the forest 
growth should be felled early in the cold season, and the felled material 
should be carefully protected from fire through the cold and hot seasons. 
It should then be burnt late in the hot season, by which time it will have 
become reasonably dry, but care should be taken not to delay the burning 
until the early show^ers preceding the monsoon, otherwise complete burning 
may be impossible. In this w^ay a fierce conflagration results, and the felled 
material is thoroughly burnt ; any material which is not consumed is collected 
into heaps and burnt again. 

As soon as the burning is finished the lining out is done, bamboo stakes 
being inserted in the ground at the required distances. The teak seed is then 
sown, three seeds as a rule being sown at each stake and very lightly covered ; 
the sowing should be completed before the monsoon breaks. At the same time 
a small nursery is made at a convenient place in the clearing from which 
seedlings are obtained to fill up gaps where failures occur. The field crops, 
W'hich are sown about the same time, vary ; hill rice is the commonest crop, 
but in some localities maize, sesamum, or other crops are grown. The lines of 
young teak require to be kept free from suppression by the crops and by weeds ; 
the cultivator attends to this. About December or the beginning of January, 
after the field crop is reaped, the lines of teak are cleared by the cultivator — 
or ^/fl^'Cutter, to give him his usual name — and all bamboo stakes which have 
been lost are replaced by fresh ones. An enumeration is then made of all the 
living plants and all the blanks or dead plants ; this enumeration is carried 
out under close supervision by men provided with split bamboo tallies on 
which each plant is nicked off in turn. Payment is made to the j/a-cutter 
usually at the rate of one rupee for every hundred living plants found at this 
enumeration. With a spacing of 6ft. by Oft. the number of plants per acre 
is approximately 1,210, and the cost of formation for a completely stocked 
plantation, including weeding during the first season, amounts to about Es, 12 
per acre. In localities where there is much demand for taungya land the initial 
cost can be reduced or even eliminated altogether. In the northern parts 
of Upper Burma la wgr|/a-cutters are paid nothing ; they do all the clearing, 
burning, and weeding during the first year without payment. 

The system of forming famg^a plantations varies in detail, but that just 
described is commonly in vogue in the forests of the Pegu Yoma. In some 
localities the area is cultivated for two years in succession, teak seed being 
sown the second year. The weeding and cleaning of taungya plantations is 
a matter of great importance, and is referred to below under ' tending A 

The cost of plantations has varied considerably in the past, but 

it should be comparatively small if the work is properly carried out and 
supervised. 

In the case of the Tharraw^addy plantations the average cost, as w^orked 
out a few’ years ago, is as follows ^ 




Fig. 285. Young teak tmmgya plantation in third yc‘ar, Tharrawaddy, i^uriiia. 









Ftg. 286. Teak taungya plantation 9 years old, ready for 
first thinning, Tharrawaddy, Burma. 
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Tectom gmndis : average cost of taimgya plantations, Tharrawaddy. 


Age. 

Operations. 

Cost 

per acre. 

Years. 


Rs. 

a. 

1 

Formation ■ . 

10 

0 


2 

Weeding 

2 

0 


3 


2. 

0 


4 

35 • • • 

1 

8 

Rs. 15-S 

7 

Cleaning . . 

. • 2 

0 

10 

Cleaning and thinning , 

2 

8 

Rs. 20 

15 

Cleaning 

2 

0 


20 

Thinning 

2 

0 

Rs. 24 

25 

Cleaning 

2 

0 


30 

Thinning 

2 

0 

Rs. 28 

40 

Thinning 

3 

0 

Rs. 31 


In the more accessible plantations of Tharrawaddy the produce of thinnings 
begins to be saleable at an age of 20 years, and it is reckoned that the whole 
cost of the plantation, with compound interest to date, is recovered in 40 to 
50 years ; this, however, is not the case in all the plantations either of Tharra- 
waddy or of other localities. Generally speaking it may be said that it ought 
to be possible to establish taungya plantations and bring them through the 
weeding stages up to say the fifth year, at a cost of not more than Rs. 20 
per acre. 

Fig. 284 gives a general view of a young teak taungya plantation ; Fig. 285 
shows a well-stocked young plantation ; and Fig. 286 shows a plantation nine 
years old, ready for the first thinning. 

Kumri plantations in Coorg. The taungya, locally known as humri, method 
of forming teak plantations has been practised for some time in Coorg, the 
work being done mainly by the Kurumbars. Teak seedlings are supplied by 
the Forest Department, and these are planted out by the Kurumbars free of 
cost with their crops, which consist usually of hill rice and ragi {Eleusine 
mracana). The area is again burnt and cultivated a second year, casualties 
among the teak being replaced ; the burning is found to stimulate the growth 
of the teak. The Kurumbars tend the plants until they are 2|- years old, and 
then receive payment at the rate of Rs. 1-4-0 per hundred surviving plants ; 
this includes payment for the collection of teak seed. 

Recentty direct sowing after the Burma plan, instead of transplanting, 
has been tried in the femm of Coorg, and the results have proved successful 
provided sowing is done as soon as possible after the clearings are burnt, in 
order to obtain the benefit of the early showers in April and May. Weedings 
are carried out for the first two or three years. 

Line sowings with field crops, Mr, L. S. Osmaston ^ has described the 
results of experimental line sowings of teak and other tree species along with 
field crops in the dry parts of the Bombay Deccan, where the normal rainfall 
is about 20 in. He states that in his experience the only successful method of 
restocking these dry tracts is by means of agriculture combined with forestry ; 

^ Ind. Forester, xxxiii { 1907), p. 265. 
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the success in any year, however, depends largely on the rainfall. It was found 
better to entrust the work to lessees than to carry it out departmentaUy. Two 
different methods* were tried, in both of which a two-years lease was given ; 
the field crops employed ■were sesamum, cotton, and lesser hemp. Under the 
first method the lessee cultivated field crops during the first year, and sowed 
tree seeds along with the crops during the second year, carrying out twm weed- 
iiigs during the rainy season ; one line of tree seeds was sown alternately with 
three lines of field crops, and, the fines being about 1 ft. apart, the fines of tree 
species were about 4 ft. apart. Under the second method the tree seeds were 
sown in the first year of the lease in broad strips of four fines each 1 ft. apart, 
alternating wuth strips of field crops 8 ft. broad ; the lessee cultivated field 
crops between the strips of tree seedlings for a second year and also weeded 
and sowed up blanks in the latter. 

The first method had been tried only for a short time, but the results of 
the second method were promising, teak plants having attained a maximum 
girth and height of 6| in. and 15 ft. respectively m years. In departmental 
so-wings carried out on this principle the cost of formation during the first 
3-| years, including collection of seed and weeding but not cost of supervision, 
amormted to Es. 28-11-0 per acre, while the receipts from the produce of 
the field crops amounted to Es. 32 per acre, leaving a profit of Rs. 3-5-0 
per acre. 

Broadcast sowitig. Variable results have been attained -with broadcast 
sowing. Where heavy weed-growth is not to be feared this method has been 
found to be decidedly successful as well as cheap, but where much weeding 
has to be carried out spacing in regular lines has usually been found preferable. 
Broadcast sowing, again, is suitable only for more or less level or gently sloping 
ground ; on steep slopes broadcasted seed is liable to be washed away. In 
the Magwe district of Upper Buma, where the climate is dry, and hea-t^ 
weed-growth is not so prevalent as in the moister districts, remarkable success 
has been attained by broadcast sowings of teak in taungyas. Here field crops 
are cultivated for two years, and this no doubt helps to eradicate weeds ; 
the broadcasting of teak seed in the second year has resulted in well-stocked 
crops of teak. Mr. F. A. Leete ^ has advocated the more general adoption of 
broadcast sowing in Burma, and mentions that he has tried it in Pyinmana 
with great success ; in 1910 he formed plantations half in regularly spaced 
lines at Rs. 10 per acre and half broadcast at Rs. 2 per acre, and in January 
1912 he found equally good results in both. He notes that on steep slopes 
dibbling in fines is preferable, since broadcasted seeds are liable to be 
washed awaJ^ Subsequent reports from Pyinmana, however, indicate 
that these broadcast sowings gave some trouble in weeding, and in 1916 
they were not so uniformly stocked as in the case of sovdngs in regularly 
spaced lines. 

In June 1908 broadcast sowing of teak along' with paddy was carried out 
in unprotected forest near Hmyachaung in the Tharrawaddy district ; the 
area was burnt in 1909, and at the end of May 1909 two sample plots showed 
1,360 and 1,760 seedlings per acre. Very little weeding was found necessary, 
and the cost amounted to about Rs. 2 an acre. This method imitates nature 
^ Ind. Forester, xxs-siii (1912), p. 374. 
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ill the matter of restocking abandoned cultivation with crops of teak, and 
deserves further trial. 

A successful experiment in broadcast sowing was carried out in 1896 near 
Pinmadi in the Mohnyin reserve of the Katha district, Upper Burma. A patch 
of teak forest was heavily girdled, and the area was burnt and sown broadcast 
with teak seed. In the following year blanks w^ere recleared and sown, the 
cover was thinned out, and the area was extended to 7*7 acres. The plantation 
w-as thinned in 1906, and in 1910 w^as reported to be well stocked with straight 
poles. 

Broadcasting on ploughed land is said to have given good results in some 
cases in the Satara district of Bombay. 

Dibbling. Under the head of ' dibbhng ’ may be comprised operations 
for introducing teak or increasing its proportion over a given area by placing 
seed in the ground, not over continuous cleared areas of some extent as in 
the case of ordinary sowing, but in scattered gaj>s or comparatively small 
clearings within the forest. The dibbling of teak seed in the forest has been 
carried out for many years in various parts of Burma, but there has been very 
little to show for all the time, labour, and money spent on the w^’ork. Evident 
causes of failure in many cases are the fact that the dibblings have been carried 
out under cover of a forest canopy, that the seed has been buried too deep, or 
that it has been put into the ground too late in the season. If there is to be 
a reasonable chance of success dibbling should be carried out in open gaps 
or clearings, while the seed should be put into the ground before the com- 
mencement of the early show^ers preceding the monsoon, and should be very 
lightly covered. Even so, the success of the work depends on subsequent 
regular weedings, and here the trouble and expense of establishing crops of 
teak on any scale by this method at once becomes apparent, for however 
carefully the patches of dibbled seed may be manked they are often difficult 
to find subsequently, and the time occupied in searching for and weeding each 
individual patch of seedlings, should germination prove successful, in the great 
majority of cases renders the expense of this work quite out of proportion to 
the results attained. Moreover, the seedlings resulting from dibblings in the 
forest seldom show the vigour and rapid growth of those raised in tamigya 
plantations, where the worldng of the soil and its enrichment with ashes 
greatly stimulate gro^vth, and in consequence seedlings raised in forest dibblings 
take longer to outgrow^ weeds and are therefore subject to supx>ression for a 
longer time. Again, those plants which survive the first few’ years in small 
gaps in the forest require constant attention subsequently, for unless the canopy 
is kept open, bamboo and other growdh being cleared, these plants must 
inevitably become suppressed. 

In a moist climate like that of Burma, dibblings of this kind cannot be 
justified except for the purpose of increasing the quantity of reproduction over 
definite areas where concentrated regeneration is in progress, and wffiere the 
intention is to remove the overhead canopy within a comparatively short 
time ; in such cases w’eedings would be carried out systematically over the 
whole area, and the time occupied in searching for and w^eeding isolated 
patches would be saved. Experiments in Pyinmana have showm that dibblings 
have succeeded better in forest annually burnt over than in fire-protected 
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forest. Again, in the Ataran forest division in 1909 teak seed was dibbled in an 
old clearing about one acre in extent, and half the area was allowed to bum 
over, while the remainder was protected from fire ; in the burnt half the result 
was fair, while in the protected half complete failure resulted. This indicates 
that fire may prove to be a useful aid to the dibbling of teak in the moist 
types of forest met with in Burma. 

In the drier types of forest in Bombay dibblings followed by the subse- 
quent loosening and mulching of the soil round the resulting seedlings for two 
or three years has proved fairly successful in places, though better results 
have been attained with transplants. 

Tending of teah plantations. The three main classes of tending operations 
in a teak plantation are weeding, cleaning, and thinning. The distinction 
between weeding and cleaning is not always clear, and the application of the 
terms varies locally. As a rule the term ' weeding ’ is applied to the removal of 
weeds, often of a herbaceous or shrubby nature, during the earlier life of the 
plantation, and particularly during the first three or four years, while the term 
' cleaning ’ denotes the removal of inferior tree species and bamboos which 
threaten to supi)ress the teak at a later stage. The term ‘ thinning’ is used here 
in a purely silvicultural sense, irrespective of whether the operation is remunera- 
tive or not. Except in dxy localities, where they may sometimes be dispensed 
with, weedings are essential to the establishment of the young crop. Their 
number, frequency, and intensity depend on the nature and luxuriance of the 
weed-growth, and this in turn depends largely on the rainfall, though other 
factors also operate, for instance the fertility of the soil ; thus weeding is 
usually of a heavier nature on the fertile soil which previously supported 
tropical' evergreen forest than on less fertile ground. The procedure for many 
years in the plantations of the Tharrawaddy district of Burma, where the 
normal rainfall varies from about 60 to 80 in., has been to weed annually for 
four years, including the year of solving, and thereafter to weed or clean every 
alternate year until the first thinnings, about the tenth year. Thereafter 
cleanings are carried out at intervals of five years. In some cases two weedings 
are necessary during the first year. 

Weeding is always carried out in the rainy season, when weed-growth is 
most luxuriant. In Burma clean weeding is considered unnecessary, the aim 
throughout the course of weeding and cleaning being to keep the heads of the 
teak plants well free, but not to lay them bare. In the weeding of the year 
after sowing or planting duplicate stems are removed and badly shaped and 
damaged stems are cut back flush with the ground. In the cleanings inferior 
species and bamboos which threaten the teak are cut out, or it is often found 
sufficient and even desirable to cut them at some distance from the ground. 
During the weedings and cleanings all climbers are cut, and the boundaries 
of the plantations should be kept clear of encroachment by the surrounding 
jungle, if necessary by maintaining a completely clear line round the boundary. 
In the Mlambur plantations the lines are clean weeded during the first season, 
the soil being loosened and the weeds pulled out ; this is found to stimulate 
growth and keep down weeds to such an extent that subsequent weeding is 
of a light nature. As a rule there are three weedings in the first year ■ one or 
more in the second year, and none in the third year except in areas of the 
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third quality ; on good soils the average height of the teak crop after three 
years is 16 to 22 ft., and weeds are killed out. 

In Java the alang grass [Imperata arundinacea, Burmese ih>elchi) is a great 
scourge in young plantations. In order to prevent its ingress and to avoid 
the expense of hoeing, Leucaena glauca is sown between the lines of teak ; 
this plant keeps the soil clean, and is ultimately killed out by the teak. 

The frequency, intensity, and conduct of thinnings in teak j)lantations are 
matters on which opinions differ to some extent, and the conduct of thinnings 
must naturally vary in detail with local conditions. It is generaUy held that 
thinnings should commence early, that is, at an age of about 10-12 years, or 
even sooner, and should be carried out lightly but frequently up to an age 
of about 25 to 30 years, after which plantations should be thinned somewhat 
more heavily and at gradually increasing intervals of time. In fast-growing 
plantations it has been found advisable to thin at intervals of five years. In 
Burma thinnings are ordinarily carried out at intervals of ten years, but it is 
recognized that in the case of the younger plantations this interval is too long, 
and has been adopted for the time being only because of the paucity of trained 
staff. In Travancore, according to Bourdillon, thinnings commence in the 
seventh year, and are repeated in the ninth, twelfth, sixteenth, and twentieth 
years, and thereafter every fifth year. 

The scheme of thinnings for the Nilambur plantations has been recently 
revised under Mr. R. Bourne’s w^orking plan. Generally speaking, in areas of 
qualities I and II, thinnings under this scheme will commence at an age of 
five years, and will be repeated at intervals of five years up to an age of fifteen 
years, and thereafter at intervals of ten years up to an age of forty -five years, 
after which no further thinnings will be carried out ; in areas of quality III 
thinnings will commence at an age of ten years, and will be repeated at intervals 
of five years up to an age of tw’^enty-five years, and thereafter at intervals of 
ten years up to an age of forty-five years, after which no further thinnings will 
be carried out. The first thinning in each case is purely mechanical, every 
alternate plant being removed from the lines in such a way as to leave the 
remaining plants evenly spaced in squares, but each occupying double the 
area it occupied previously. The last thinning is in the nature of an increment 
felling ; the number of stems left to form the final crop must vary with the 
state of the crop, but the number per acre is roughly 35 on soils of quality I, 
45-50 on soils of quality II, and 65-70 on soils of quality III. The yield table 
given below (p. 763) under 'statistical’ shows the average number of stems 
per acre left after thinning, and the intermediate yields at different ages in the 
Mlambur plantations. 

Mixtures in plantations. The question of mixtures in teak plantations is 
one which deserves further study. Teak is not a good soil-improver, and it 
would often be advantageous silviculturally, where a natural underwnod of 
bamboos and woody species does not make its appearance, to introduce an 
underwood artificially, choosing where possible a useful species whose cultiva- 
tion would be remunerative. Various species have been tried in mixture 
with teak, but where the companion species has been introduced along with 
it, one of the two has almost invariably failed through being outgrown and 
suppressed by the other. Where insect damage is to be guarded against, 
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therefore, it would be preferable to create small blocks of pure teak, alternating 
with similar blocks of other species. Where the object is to introduce a soil- 
protection wood or a useful accessory species it would be preferable to employ 
a shade-bearer and to introduce it beneath the teak, thinning the latter out 
more heavily than would otherwise be the case. In Coorg the system, tried in 
recent years, of sowing teak, Dalbergia latifolia, and Pterocarpus Marsupium in 
alternate lines has not proved altogether satisfactory, since the slower initial 
rate of growth of Dalbergia and Pterocarpus necessitates tending for some time 
after the teak is established^ while later these two species outstrip the teak in 
height-growth and may give trouble ; it has therefore been proposed to form 
pure plantations of these three species in alternate blocks not exceeding 50 
acres in extent. Artocarpiis hirsuta has been introduced below teak with 
considerable success in Travancore, and there are other useful species which 
might be tried in this way, such as Hopea parviflora or Xylia xylocarpa on the 
west coast and Xylia dolabriformis in Burma. In Java Schleichera trijuga m 
looked upon as a very useful soil-protective species under teak. 

In Burma mixed plantations of teak and cutch {Acacia Catechu) have 
been formed on a fairly extensive scale ; these species do not mix well, but 
tend to separate out into pure groups, the teak claiming the ground suitable 
for it, and the cutch occupying the less favourable ground. When such planta- 
tions are made nowadays it is usual, therefore, to mix the two species by 
groups, sowing the teak on the better-drained and more fertile ground and the 
cutch on the less well-drained or poorer ground. Other species which have 
been tried in mixture with teak in Burma are Xylia dolabriformis and Ptero- 
carpus macrocarptes, both on a very small scale, and without success ; mahogany, 
which, as was found also at Nilambur, proved unsuitable for mixture with 
teBjk; Cassia siamea, which was sown in alternate lines with teak, soon 
overtopped the latter, and had to be cut out ; Millettia Brandisiana, result 
not recorded; and mango, which in course of time disappeared for some 
reason not recorded. In the Katha district of Upper Burma recent experi- 
ments have been carried out in interplanting teak with Cassia Fistula, Xylia 
dolabriformis, Dysoxylum binectariferum, Gmelina afborea, Bombax insigne, 
Cedrela Toona, and Lagerstroemia Flos-Beginae. Of these the last two, and 
particularly Lagerstroemia, show promise. Gmelina arbor ea was found to grow 
too fast and to branch too freely for mixture with teak in alternate lines. 

Certain mixtures have been tried in the Andamans, Between 1883 and 
1889 teak and padauk {Pterocarpus dalbergioides) were sown 4 ft. apart in 
alternate lines 9 ft. apart, but the teak soon outstripped and suppressed the 
padauk. In 1913 teak was sown 3 ft. apart in lines 24 ft. apart, padauk and 
Albizzia Lebbek being sown broadcast between the lines of teak. In the same 
year teak was planted with a spacing of 12 ft. by 6 ft. with casuarina between, 
but the latter failed. . 

SILVIOIJLTTIEAL TBEATMENT. The tending of teak in artificial crops has 
already been dealt with ; it wiU be convenient here to deal with the manage- 
ment and silvicultural treatment of teak forests under separate heads : (1) 
coppice systems, (2) high forest systems of the selection type, (3) high forest 
systems with concentrated regeneration, (4) teak in relation to bamboos. 

1. Coppice systems. In the drier parts of the Indian Peninsula, where 
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teak does not reacii any great size, tlie system of coppice-witli-staiidards is 
largely followed. TMs is particularly the case in the Bombay Presidency, 
where a large proportion of the teak-bearing forests are worked iiiider this 
system, Coppice-with-standards is also the system followed in parts of Madras 
and the Central Provinces. 

In Bombay the coppice rotation hitherto most commonly adopted is one 
of 40 years, though the rotations actually vary from 30 to 60 years, and recently 
the long rotation of 80 years has been adopted in two of the Kanara worldng 
plans. The rotation for standards, in the few' cases W’here it has been fixed, 
is one of 60 or 80 years, being twice the rotation for coppice. The number of 
standards to be left, according to working plans prescriptions, varies from 15 
to 45 per acre. In the Golihalli-Godoli teak forests of Belgaum the system of 
simple coppice is in force, standards being reserved only -where the growdli is 
exceptionally good. The opinion is gaining gromid in Bombay that some of 
the forests hitherto worked under coppice-mth-standards, particularly the 
Thana forests, could be worked more profitably and successfully under simple 
coppice with a long rotation, namely 80 years, no standards being reserved : 
this does not, however, apply to very steep or poorly stocked hill-slopes. 
This opinion has been formed on the ground that clear -fellings are more suit- 
able for teak than any form of twm-storied forest, that teak coppices to an 
advanced age, and that if cultural operations are properly carried out there is 
no necessitj^ to retain seed-bearers. In areas worked as coppice-wdth-standards, 
again, the opinion seems to be now prevailing that 15 to 20 standards per 
acre, as a maximum, are ample if the coppice is not to suffer from domination. 

In the Central Provinces a system known as partial coppice or coppice 
selection is practised, for the most part in remote coupes wdiere there is only 
a limited demand. Its main object is to replace deteriorating and badly 
shaped stems by straight coppice shoots, and with this end in view such stems 
are coppiced flush with the ground, even where the coppicing of the w^hole 
coupe is impracticable. At the same time, standards are reserved as in the 
ordinary coppice-with-standards system. The main felling is followed by the 
systematic cutting back of badly shaped or otherwise undesirable stems. 
These cutting back operations for the improvement of the young crop are 
found to be most useful in the forests of the Central Provinces, wiiere the teak 
is so often misshapen, owing to past maltreatment. 

Although teak coppices extremely well, seedling reproduction in the 
Central Provinces is often very poor, and it is by no means certain that repeated 
coppicing can be carried out indefinitely ; this has given rise to some apprehen- 
sion as to the future, and has indicated the desirability of introducing seedling 
reproduction artificially in coppice coupes w^here natural seedling reproduction 
is wanting. 

Mr. A. G. Edie ^ has recorded the results of an experiment carried out in 
the pole areas of North Kanara to find out the effect of thinning out the w^eaker 
shoots of a stool on the subsequent growth of the remaining and stronger 
shoots. In four plots altogether 131 stools were thinned and 131 left unthinned. 
The resulting shoots were measured the year of thinning and subsequently at 
an interval of two to four years, but in the case of the unthinned stools only 

^ Ind. Forester, xlii (1 916), p. 157. 
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the dominant shoots were measured, corresponding to those left in the ease 
of the thinned stools: The following statement shows the results of the measure- 
ments : • 


Tectona grandis : measurements in thinned and unthinned coppice, North 

Kanara. 


Age at time 
of thinning. 

Interval after 
which remeasnre- 
ment was made. * 

Percentage of 
shoots thinned 
out. 

Increment per annum. 

Height. Girth. 

Thimied. Unthinned. Thinned. Unthinned. 

years. 

years. 

per cent. 

ft. ft. 

in. 

in. 

3 

3 

64 

2-11 2-19 

1-13 

1-06^ 

7 

2 

67 

1-05 0-98 

0*82 

0-62 

9 

4 


• . * • 

0-82 

0-77 

15 

4 


... 

•0*45 

0-36 


These figures show a girth increment in favour of the shoots of the thinned 
coppice, though the effect of the thinning is hardly so great as might be expected. 
Mr. Edie remarks, regarding this experiment, that thinnings in coppice are 
probably advisable, but that these should not be undertaken until the coppice 
is at least ten years old, partly in order to preserve the cover and partly because 
if shoots are thinned out in young coppice new shoots take their place. 

2. High forest systems of the selection type. The treatment under high 
forest of vast areas in which teak, a strong light-demander, occurs scattered 
among numerous other species in constantly varying types of forest in which 
bamboos often play an important part, is by no means an easy problem, and 
the method of treatment hitherto applied almost universally to the extensive 
teak forests of Burma and to the better classes of forest on the west coast of 
India is in no way a solution of that problem. This method of treatment has 
been termed the selection system, but it is not the true selection system of 
Europe, since it does not provide for the attainment of normality or ensure 
a sufficiency of reproduction, nor does it even take the silvicultural require- 
ments of the teak into consideration. Briefly stated, this method of treatment 
consists in working over a given tract of forest in a definite felHng cycle and 
cutting out those teak trees which have reached a certain minimum girth, 
TOth the proviso that where teak reproduction is absent, seed-bearers should 
be left ; in most cases the maximum number of trees to be removed in any 
year or period of years is fixed. This system was adopted in Burma in the 
early days of forest organization as being the only practicable method of 
utilizing, under some sort of control, the stock of mature teak over the exten- 
sive areas of forest to be dealt with. As a provisional method of treatment 
it was the only one to adopt under the circumstances. Yet with the exception 
of one or two recent innovations, which will be noted below, it has continued 
to be the system in force throughout Burma down to the present day, and it 
must continue to be practised over considerable areas for some time to come, 
since the introduction of more rational systems of management over the vast 
areas to be dealt with must take time. 

It has never been denied that the cutting out of all mature teak trees 
from among their numerous associates will in time lead to a serious diminution 
of the principal species, and hence working plans have prescribed the removal 
of inferior species in the interests of immature teak of all ages. But in actual 
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practice it has been fouiicl (^ait© impossible to carry out these improveiiieiit 
fellings, as they are termed, on anything like the scale necessary to keep up 
with the felling of teak trees, more especially since experience has showm that 
in the case of young teak still in danger of suppression from weeds and bamboos 
a single felling is insufficient, and cleanings require to be repeated, it may be 
several times, before the young teak are out of danger. 

The note of alarm in respect of selection fellings in Burma was first sounded 
after the adverse effects of continued fire-protection on the establishment of 
teak reproduction came to be realized, and the conclusion was reached that 
^ the combination of continued fire-protection with selection fellings would 
ultimate^ lead to the extinction of teak over large areas of forest. The 
argument that the abandonment of fire-protection will bring about the desired 
result without any alteration in the method of treatment will not hold, for the 
constant cutting out of the teak, without the possibility of carrying out improve- 
ment fellings for the benefit of that species on an^^thing like the scale necsssary, 
is bound eventually to deplete the stock of teak. Again, if the reproduction 
and establishment of the teak crop is to receive special encouragement, some 
regard must be had for the requirements of the species in such matters as 
exposure of the soil to the sun for purposes of germination, clearance of over- 
head cover to afford abundance of light and to prevent mortality from drip, 

. and repeated w^eeding and cleaning. Finally, in most of the forests in wkich 
teak has hitherto been worked under selection fellings, the proportion of that 
species might be largely increased without undue risk of insect or fungus 
attacks, and much fertile ground which is at present unproductive might be 
utilized profitably. These considerations, apart from other advantages to be 
secured from concentration of working, have within recent years led to a fairly 
general consensus of opinion in Bimma that the selection fellings hitherto in 
vogue should be superseded, when and where circumstances will permit, by 
some system of concentrated regeneration whereby the proportion of teak wdll 
be not only ensured but increased. 

A brief account of the method of selection iellings hitherto practised in 
teak forests may be of interest. In Burma it has long been the custom to 
girdle teak trees three years before felling them ; this girdling, which consists 
of ringing them completely down to the heartwood near the base of the tree, 
is carried out primarily with the object of rendering the timber buoyant for 
floating purposes, but it also serves to season the timber before felling and 
extraction. Trees are selected for girdling, provided they have attained the 
prescribed minimum girth and are not required as seed-bearers, and are 
felled at least three years later. The exploitable girth most commonly adopted 
in Burma is 7 ft., or 6 ft. in dry types of forest, but in some cases it is fixed 
at 7| or 8 ft. The age corresponding to a girth of 7 ft. is with very few excep- 
tions estimated to be from 150 to 180 years. ^ The exploitable age is divided 
into a convenient number of periods, wffiich aetually vary from 20 to 40 years, 
but are for the most part 30 years in duration ; the period is equivalent to 
the cycle during which fellings go completely round the wdiole area. The 
period is divided into sub-periods, which usually vary from four to eight years 
each, and corresponding sub-periodic blocks are laid out on the ground. The 
object of these blocks is to affordelasticity of working, in that girdling is not 



XLVI. VERBENACEAE 


750 

confined each jT^ear to a definite annual coupe, but may be carried out in the 
prescribed sub-periodic block at any time during the sub-period. 

The better types of teak forest in Bombay and Madras are worked as 
a rule under selection fellings of a similar kind. In North Kanara and Thana 
the exploitable size fixed is a diameter of 18-|- or 24 in., or a girth of 6 or 6| ft. 
The rotation, where calculated, varies from 120 to 160 years, and the felling 
cycles adopted vary from 15 to 30 years. The yield is usually fixed by number 
of trees, and in some parts of North Kanara girdling is carried out two or 
three years before felling. 

In the Allapilli forest of South Chanda in the Central Provinces teak ^ 
is worked under selection fellings with an exploitable girth of 6 ft., corre- 
sponding to an estimated mean age of 175 years. 

Improvement fellings of the selection type are carried out in parts of the 
Central Provinces and Madras, and in various parts of Bombay, particularly 
in Khandesh. These fellings have for their object the removal of over -mature, 
badly shaped, and otherwise undesirable stems, and are carried out under 
a definite felling cycle, which ordinarily varies from 10 to 30 years, but is in 
two cases as long as 45 years. These improvement fellings are often followed 
by cutting back operations in the young crop, with the object of producing 
straight coppice-shoots. 

It will be convenient to allude here to the tending operations, termed , 
improvement fellings, which are carried out as far as staff and labour permit 
in the teak forests of Burma. These fellings are of two separate classes : 

(1) ' 0 ^ improvement fellings, made in the interests of the old crop, and (2) 

' Y ’ improvement fellings, made in the interests of the young crop. The 
* 0 ’ fellings are in the nature of a thinning in a mixed crop, and apply to trees 
which have passed out of the pole stage ; they are carried out as soon as 
possible after the extraction following the main fellings, and the intention 
is to repeat them at intervals of 15 years, though this interval is recognized 
to be too long in many cases. The object of these fellings is to free promising 
stems of teak and other valuable species by the removal of undesirable stems 
which are interfering with their development, care being taken, however, not 
to open the canopy to such an extent as to cause an invasion of weeds. 

The ' Y ’ improvement fellings have for their object the establishment of 
such natural reproduction of teak and other valuable species as may be found 
on the ground. They are in the nature of weedings and cleanings, and consist 
of the removal of weeds, bamboos, and inferior tree species which are inter- 
fering with the development of seedlings, saplings, and poles. The cutting 
back of badly shaped, damaged, or suppressed saplings is carried out at the 
same time ; it has been found that badly suppressed saplings, if freed, do not 
as a rule recover their vigour, whereas if cut back they may send up strong 
new shoots. Where necessary, undesirable trees in the overhead canopy may 
be removed, provided that the canopy should not be opened to the extent of 
inducing heavy weed-growth which would suppress existing teak seedlings 
and saplings . These weedings and cleanings are carried out as soon as possible 
after the extraction following the main felKngs, and are repeated as often as 
necessary and until the young crop is safe from suppression. As these opera- 
tions are of an intensive nature they are confined to areas where there is 
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sufficient natural reproduction present to warrant their execution, and to 
areas from which extraction is easy. Within the area operated over, |>laces 
containing no teak, but which are suitable for its growth, ’are regenerated 
artificially by the taungya system. These cultural operations, combined with 
artificial reproduction within the areas operated over, are interesting as show- 
ing an attempt to regenerate definite areas, and may be regarded as a transition 
stage towards the adoption of a regular system of concentrated regeneration 
tending towards the creation of even-aged crops.^ 

These ^ Y ’ improvement fellings have now been in operation in Burma 
for some years, and the experience gained so far indicates that they can rarely, 
if ever, justify themselves financially if they are carried out in forest under 
continuous fire-protection, and niiless they are considered as a means towards 
the complete regeneration of definite areas with the aid of fire and in con- 
junction with the complete removal of overhead cover in the manner described 
below ; even so the taungya system of regeneration has proved to be cheaper 
and more efficient. It has been found that ' Y ' improvement fellings in fire- 
protected forest may be the means of saving from suppression, at considerable 
cost, saplings which are already established ; they do not result in the appear- 
ance of new seedlings. In Tharraw^addy ' Y ’ improvement fellings repeated 
for four or five years have been found to cost Es. 5 to Rs. 10 per acre for 
weeding and cleaning only, without the clearing of overhead cover, which is 
necessary for the proper development of the young growth, and in certain 
cases they have cost as much as Rs, 21 to Rs. 37 per acre when repeated for 
five years, with results quite incommensurate with the high cost and far less 
successful than would have been attained at a lower cost by the aid of taungya 
plantations. 

3. High forest systems with concentrated regeneration. Hutch East Indies, 
The method of treatment of the teak forests in the Dutch East Indies has been 
described in a note by Mr. R. C. Milward.^ The teak grows remarkably pure 
on the chalky soil on which it is commonly found, and efforts are made to 
encourage a mixture of other species, of which Schleichera trijuga is considered 
the most suitable, as it stands shade and keeps the soil in good condition. The 
present method of treatment is by clear-felling in plots of between 25 and 
50 acres, followed by natural reproduction by seed or coppice, which is supple- 
mented by artificial reproduction. The rotation arrived at is 100 years on 
good soils and 80 years on poor soils, the average diameter attained on the 
former being 24 to 32 in. The trees are girdled two years before felling. Some- 
times the coupe is burnt over before felling, in order to assist the germination 
of the teak seed on the ground. Burning is in any case carried out after 
extraction is completed, the refuse being piled up against the old stumps to 
prevent the growth of coppice-shoots, which are not desired from these stumps. 
All the smaller stumps are then coppiced. Only one good coppice-shoot is 
left ou each stool, the others being bent or half broken down a year or so after 
coppicing, in order to cover the ground. The growth of grass which tends to 
spring up on these large clear-felled areas is looked on as a disadvantage, and 
hence, although this system is very successful and comparative^ easy, the 
Dutch foresters are on the look-out for some system which will prevent the 
^ Note on the Forests of Java and Madoera of the Dutch East Indies, 1915. 
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invasion of grass, such as natural reproduction in groups. Leiicaena glauca 
is sown with the view of keeping down a heavy growth of grass. 

Mohnyin and Bilnmyo forests. The Mohnyin and Bilumyo forests in the 
Katha district of Upper Burma have already been described. They are 
situated near each other, on fairly level ground, and have an aggregate area 
of 27,489 acres. Teak occupies less than one-third of the area, but where it 
occurs it constitutes a greater proportion of the stock than is usual in the 
teak forests of Burma, becoming almost pure in places. The absence of bamboos 
over most of the area further increases the dissimilarity between these forests 
and the usual types of teak forest in Burma. The teak trees attain very large 
dimensions, and large trees are much in excess. A feature of these forests, 
which for some time caused uneasiness, is the almost entire absence of natural 
reproduction of teak. With the view of devising means of inducing reproduC' 
tion, experiments were commenced by the late Mr. J. Messer about 1898 and 
continued for some years ; they were subsequently carried on in turn bj 
Messrs. McHarg and Blanford. These experiments demonstrated the fact 
that abundant natural reproduction, from teak seed lying dormant in the 
ground, could be induced by opening the canopy and by completely clearing 
and preferably burning the undergrowth. They showed, however, that the 
seedlings were rapidly killed off during the rainy season by the drip from 
overhead trees and by the weeds which sprang up. This indicated the pro- 
cedure to adopt, namely, to remove all overhead cover possible, to cut and 
burn the undergrowth, and to weed and clean the young teak crop for two or 
three years. Figs. 287, 288, and 289 show the profusion with which natural 
reproduction of teak is capable of establishing itself under this treatment in 
areas in which it is entirely absent where these measures are not taken. 

A working plan based on the results of these experiments was prepared 
by Mr. Blanford, and came into force in 1910-11, the fellings being prescribed 
for 20 years. The rotation adopted is 180 years, corresponding to an average 
girth of 8 ft., and is divided into nine regeneration periods of 20 years each, 
the periodic blocks being so allotted as to contain as far as possible an equal 
stock of teak. The working plan prescribed that periodic block I, to be 
regenerated first, should be divided into four 5-year coupes or compartments, 
corresponding to 5-year sub -periods, regeneration fellings being carried out 
by felling over the whole compartment in the first year of the sub-period, or 
failing this by the second year, all teak except promising compact groups of 
young trees. This prescription has subsequently been modified to allow for 
annual instead of 5-yearly coupes, in order to ensure complete extraction in 
one year over a definite area. The working plan prescribed the retention of 
exceptionally well-shaped clean-boled teak below 6 ft. in girth, even if 
isolated, but this has been found to be unsatisfactory, and is not acted on. 
The aim is to effect as complete a clearing as possible in order to prevent 
seedlings being killed by drip from overhead trees. All felled material which 
can be disposed of is at once extracted, after which the whole area is thoroughly 
burnt, all unburnt material being cut up, piled, and reburnt ; if complete 
burning is not effected the first year, burning has to be repeated the second 
year. The working plan prescribed burning for two years prior to girdling, 
but this has proved to be a mistake, since it induces the germination of numerous 





Fig, 287. Natural reproduction of teak induced by clearing overhead canopy, cutting and 
burning undergrowth, and weeding young plants, Mohnyin, Upper Burma : plants of 
growth. 


rains 


Fig. 288. Natural reproduction of teak induced by clearing overhead canopy, cutting and 
burning undergrowth, and weeding young plants, Mohnyin, Upper Burma : plants of 3 rains’ 
growth. 











and undergrowth. 
4 rains’ growth. 


[G. 289. Natural reproduction of teak induced by clearing overhead canopy 
Mohnyin, Upper Burma : area not burnt but weeded regularly : plants of 


Fig. 290. Regeneration fellings in Mohnyin forest, Katha, Upper Burma : a regenerated area 
after the second rainy season, with teak seedlings plentiful : girdled trees not yet removed. 


Fig. 291. Natural reproduction of teak 1 year old in upper mixed forest, induced by clearing 
overhead cover, cutting bamboos, thoroughly burning, and weeding the resulting teak seedlings. 
North Toungoo, Burma. 
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teak seedlings which die owing to want of light and the presence of weeds, 
while the supply of seed lying dormant in the ground is reduced in quantity. 
The seedlings, which spring up in abundance as a result of the clearing and 
burning, are weeded from the commencement, and weeding requires to be 
continued for two or three years, or until the young plants are safe, after 
which periodical cleanings are necessary. As many as three weediiigs may be 
required during the first rains. It was hoped that annual burning of the 
young crop might serve to dispense with these expensive cleanings, but an 
experiment to this effect resulted in failure. Fig. 290 shows a regenerated 
^ area after the second rainy season, befox’e the removal of the girdled trees. 
All blanks are planted up during the first rainy season with natural teak 
seedlings spaced 6 ft. by 6 ft. It is not safe to postpone this work for a single 
year, owing to the profusion with which grass springs up on cleared areas. 
Three years after girdling the girdled teak trees are felled and extracted. 
This does great damage to the young crop, and injured stems require to be cut 
back. It has, therefore, been decided experimentally to girdle the teak three 
years before the regeneration fellings, and to fell and extract it immediately 
before burning. 

In periodic blocks II to IX, selection girdlings are prescribed which will 
pass completely over the area in the 20 years’ period ; no tree under 10 ft. 
in girth will ordinarily be girdled unless it is obviously deteriorating. 

Although the success of this system has been amply demonstrated, further 
experiments are still in progress with the view of reducing the cost of regenera- 
tion and of introducing mixtures of other species in order to avoid raising 
pure crops of teak. An interesting account of these operations has been 
written by Mr. H. R. Blanford.^ The results of a recent experiment in regenera- 
tion under the taungya system bid fair to modify completely the operations 
prescribed in the working plan. It has been found that natural reproduction 
of teak, with an admixture of other species, springs up in abundance on areas 
cleared for temporary cultivation, and where reproduction is w’^anting the blanks 
can be easily filled up with transplanted natural seedlings. Regeneration 
under the taungya method very considerably reduces the cost ; on a Kachin 
taungya of 22 acres a complete and vigorous young crop has been established 
and brought through the first season at the low cost of Rs. 2 per acre. Under 
the prescriptions of the working plan as subsequently modified, the cost of 
regeneration from 1910-11 to 1917-18 has amoimted to Rs. 40 per acre, which 
is prohibitive, although culturally the work has been successful ; this may be 
compared with the cost of a very successful plantation formed in 

1910-11, which amounted during the same period to about Rs. 19 per acre. . 

Burma teaJc forests in general. The great majority of the teak forests of 
Burma are eharacterized by the presence of an under-story of bamboos which 
greatly affects the treatment. The question of introducing some system of. 
concentrated regeneration in these forests w^as considered at a conference held 
in Burma in 1910. The general scheme of management tentatively approved 
by the conference provided for the division of therotationintoperiods. Periodic 
block I was to be treated under regeneration fellings with intensive weedings 
and cleanings, while the other periodic blocks were to be worked by selection 

^ Ind. Forester, xliii (1917), p. 339. 
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fellings. It was decided that regeneration fellings should consist of one main 
felling followed by subsidiary improvement fellings carried out where necessary 
at intervals of •five years. The main fellings %¥Ould consist of the girdling of 
mature teak trees, with a minimum girth of 7 ft. in moist and 6 ft. in dry 
forest, while other species would be completely cleared over young teak. The 
girdling of undersized teak was not contemplated except where necessary, in 
order to free promising groups of young trees and advance growth. Planta- 
tions and cultural operations, that is, repeated weedings and cleanings, and as 
far as possible also bamboo extraction and road-making, in order to encourage 
the utilization of species other than teak, would be concentrated in this block. 
The use of fire to stimulate natural reproduction was also contemplated. In 
the other blocks it was proposed to carry out selection fellings of teak and 
other saleable species. A system on these lines aims at increasing the pro- 
portion of teak and other valuable species, but not at creating even-aged 
crops of teak, though it tends towards the ultimate establishment of even-aged 
crops ; at present such crops would be produced only where plantations are 
formed. 

Since 1910a great deal of useful experimental work in the natural regenera- 
tion of teak forests in Burma has been carried out, and as a result the opinion 
is gaining ground that the most satisfactory way in which to treat the natural 
• teak forests of Burma wherever conditions permit is to produce even-aged 
young crops, though not necessarily pure crops of teak of large extent. For 
this purpose complete clearance of the overhead canopy is necessary, and it 
is accordingly considered advisable as far as possible to confine this intensive 
form of regeneration to localities where at least the more valuable species of 
trees other than teak are marketable. For this reason the allotment and 
sequence of regeneration areas should be made in conjunction with schemes 
of roads or other export works. It has further been found to be of great 
advantage to reduce to a minimum the time taken to regenerate a given area 
completely, that is, the time from the first regeneration felling to the complete 
establishment of the young crop. For the production of even-aged crops it 
will be necessary to sacrifice immature teak trees, but the ultimate gain, in 
the production of a largely increased future stock of teak, is held to justify 
this sacrifice. Theoretically the areas to be placed in periodic block I, to be 
regenerated first, should be those containing most mature trees and least 
reproduction. But actually it is considered advisable to maintain a supply 
of mature teak to provide for the outturn some years hence, owing to the 
depletion of many of the important teak tracts by heavy fellings in the past 
and to the diminution of the number of teak trees outside reserved forests 
with the extension of cultivation. This being so, it is held to be preferable 
to regenerate first (1) areas which are capable of producing teak of good 
quality, but in which teak is scarce or absent, and (2) areas containing much 
established reproduction, including plantations. Allotment to other periods 
is as a rule unnecessary, except that periodic block II should be allotted 
tentatively and the exploitable size in it should be placed higher than in the 
other blocks, in order to retain as many teak seed-bearers as possible, and to 
maintain the future yield. 

As. regards the method, to be employed for regenerating a given area, the 
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metliocl of imimgya plantations, from the point of yiewof efficiency and economy, 
has proved far superior to any other method yet devised, however successful. 
These plantations should, if properly carried out, seldom cost more than Rs. 20 
per acre to establish completely, and where no rewards are given for raising 
the young crop of teak they should cost a good deal less. Experimental wwk 
in obtaining natural reproduction by felling, burning, and weeding has shown 
that crops far less fully stocked cannot be raised except at a considerably 
higher cost than in the case of taungya plantation^. For the systematic forma- 
tion and upkeep of these plantations on a large scale the establishment of 
forest villages will in most cases be necessaiy. This will ensure a permanent 
supply of forest labour for -work other than that connected vdth plantations, 
while in addition the food of the labour force will be produced on the 
ground. 

Failing taungya plantations, experiments carried out in the upper mixed 
forests of the Pegu Yoma so far indicate the following to be the sequence of 
operations necessary to secure natural reproduction : 

(1) The area should be fire-protected for two or three years before fellings 
are commenced, in order to ensure a plentiful crop of teak seed on the ground, 

(2) All trees should be felled or girdled except those required as seed- 
bearers and compact groups of poles of teak and other valuable species which 
are not too old to form part of the future crop, but all solitary poles, including 
teak, should be cut, together with all bamboos and shrubby undergrowth ; 
this should be completed by the hot season. 

(3) The whole area should be thoroughly burnt in the hot season, the 
fiercer the fire the better being the results ; it may be necessary to burn again 
for another year or two before a sufficient crop of young teak is secured. 

(4) This felling and burning is usually followed by a good crop of young 
teak and other species where seed-bearers are plentiful and wdiere the fire 
has been intense ; all trees standing on the>rea should be felled and removed 
during the cold season following the appearance of the young crop, or if teak 
is not to be felled green it should then be girdled, extraction being carried out 
three years later. 

(5) The young crop should be weeded, usually three times during the first 
rainy season, and subsequently as often as necessary until it is established. 

(6) After the extraction of girdled teak, damaged young growth should be 
cut hack. 

(7) After the burning the area should be fire-protected as long as weeding 
is necessary ; thereafter experience should determine whether it is better to 
continue fire-protection or to burn early in the season. 

Fig. 291 gives an idea of the success with which natural reproduction has 
been obtained on an experimental scale in the Saing Yane reserve of the 
North Toungoo division by clearing the overhead cover, felling bamboos, 
thoroughly burning, and weeding the resulting natural teak seedlings, 

A system of concentrated regeneration fellings somewhat on the lines 
just indicated is being introduced throughout the whole of the hill forests of 
Tharrawaddy. For the present the rotation is to be fixed at 120 years, divided 
into six periodic blocks of twenty years each. In the blocks not under regenera- 
tion, subsidiary selection fellings, with thinnings, will be carried out under 
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a felling cycle of thirty years, areas likely to be placed in periodic block II 
being excluded from girdling during the first twenty years. 

Teak forests*" of the Indian Peninsula. In the moister and better types of 
teak forest in the Indian Peninsula, which have hitherto been worked under 
fellings of the selection type, there is scope for the introduction of concentrated 
systems of regeneration such as those which are being introduced in Burma, 
though the details must vary with local conditions. In the drier types of forest 
a commencement has already been made in Bombay by the system of tending 
and mulching natural seedlings in newly felled coupes, combined with artificial 
reproduction. Experiments on similar lines in Berar have indicated the 
necessity for removing overhead cover to prevent drip from overhanging trees, 
and this is a step towards the creation of even-aged crops over definite areas. 

The Nilambur teak ^plantations. These plantations have recently begun 
to reach maturity, and it has been decided to fix the rotation at 70 years, 
which under conditions, prevailing hitherto produces average girths of 6 ft., 
4 ft. 9 in., and 3 ft. 7 in. on soils of first, second, and third quality respectively ; 
under the new scheme of thinnings introduced recently these girths should be 
exceeded in the second rotation. The manner in which the various soil qualities 
are intermingled on the ground precludes the adoption of different rotations 
for the different qualities. The system of management is that of clear-felling 
with artificial reproduction by replanting. It has been found that on areas 
where clear-felling followed by burning of refuse has been carried out, plentiful 
crops of natural seedlings, sometimes of great density, make their appearance. 
These crops, however, are patchy, owing to the fact that the seeds are washed 
together on certain parts of the area and may be scarce or absent on other 
parts. The natural crops would no doubt flourish if left and tended, but it 
has been found better to ignore them and to replant with regular spacing, as 
weeding and early thinning are much facilitated thereby. Hence only those 
natural seedlings are retained which are required to replace failures among the 
artificially raised plants, and which happen to be situated somewhere near the 
blanks to be filled ; all other natural seedlings are treated as weeds and removed. 

4. Teak in relation to bamboos. In Burma, as well ^s in parts of India, 
the treatment of teak is intimately connected with a study , of the habits of 
the bamboos associated with it. Some remarks on the habits of bamboos in 
general will be found Bambuseae. In Burma these bamboos are of 

many different species and vary much in character and habit, and the question 
of obtaining adequate teak reproduction, whether naturally or artificially, 
involves many problems which are not always easy of solution. It will be 
convenient to deal with the question separately from the point of view of 
bamboos which are not in flower and those which are flowering or have flowered. 

As regards bamboos which are not in flower, it has been demonstrated 
on many occasions in Burma that natural reproduction of teak can usually 
be obtained by felling the bamboos, opening the canopy and clearing under- 
growth for some distance round seed-bearers, thoroughly burning all the cut 
material, cutting back saplings which are injured by fire, weeding for two or 
three years the teak seedlings which appear on the ground, and subsequently 
keeping them clear of overhead bamboos and other growth. Where thorough 
burning is not carried out, failure is almost invariable. An interesting 
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experiment in the clearing of bamboo, carried out by Mr. A. Rodger in 1916 
in the South Nawin reserve, Prome, may be noted. The forest consisted of 
dense hyathaung {Bamhusa polymorpha) on a cold northerly a&pect, with a few 
mature teak and pyinkado {Xylia dolabriformis). The bamboos, 37 clumps 
in all, were cut in January for a distance of about 20 yds. round a teak seed- 
bearer ; the cut material was burned in the ordinary course, the area not being 
fire-protected, and part of the cleared area was hoed up. There was an advance 
growth of 22 suppressed teak plants already on the ground, and these were 
marked. Next year all these had disappeared under the influence of the 
sudden clearing, but in their place no fewer than 123 new teak and 565 pyinkado 
seedlings had appeared ; there was nothing to show" that these -were more 
plentiful on the hoed ground than elsewhere. These seedlings only required 
regular w’eeding and freeing from overhead bamboo cover to establish a pro- 
mising young crop. This experiment is interesting as showing that teak 
natural reproduction can be established in a type of bamboo forest which 
produces trees of large size and straight growih, but in which natural repro- 
duction is often scarce or absent owing to the heavy shade of the bamboo. 
The death of the pre-existing teak plants is also of interest. This does not 
alw^ays occur in freeing teak seedlings and saplings from overhead bamboo 
cover, and the effect probably depends on the extent of the change of con- 
ditions suddenly brought about by the clearing, on the vigour of the plants 
freed, and on the severity of the fire. Possibly cutting back the saplings 
immediately before or immediately after the burning might assist in their 
survival. 

The effect of opening and burning bamboo forest is illustrated by the 
following quotation, relating to the Tharrawaddy forest division, from the 
Burma Forest Report for 1916-17 : 

In one plot of hyathaung {Bambusa polymorpha) forest which had been 
heavily worked over in 1915-16 by bamboo-cutters, who had left much trash 
behind them, an accidental fire occurred. Owing to the dry bamboo trash the 
fire w"as more than usually fierce. In the following December the Range 
Officer drew the Divisional Officer’s attention to the number of new teak seed- 
lings which he had observed and marked. So many had come up that it was 
hardly possible to believe that they had not been artificially sown, since the 
seed-bearers stood at some little distance. In another '' Y ” felling plot in 
the same compartment the same fire had caused some dry trees to fall and 
burn clear lanes through the young growth oi pyinkado and bamboos. Several 
of these lanes contained a row of new teak seedlings which at first sight appeared 
to have been lined out by hand.’ 

As regards the tending of teak plants in bamboo forest, periodical cutting 
of the bamboo is necessary until they are free from danger of suppression, and 
this work is costly. An experiment carried out recently in Pyinmana showed 
that good results can be obtained by cutting the bamboo clumps about 5 ft. 
from the ground ; they then develop side branches which keep down weeds. 
New culms which appear are cut off annually at the same height. 

The importance of the flowering of the bamboo in connexion with the 
reproduction of teak lies in the fact that in the case of the more important 
species gregarious flowering takes place, usualty at long intervals, over 
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considerable areas of forest, and after flowering tlie bamboos die ; the dead 
culms then fall by degrees and, in burnt forests, become consumed by fire. 
The admission of light and heat caused hj this opening of the bamboo cover 
stimulates the natural reproduction of teak provided fire is admitted. The 
influence of bamboo flowering on teak reproduction has at times been called 
in question, but it is now known from various recorded observations to be a fact 
that it has a very decided influence. I have myself observed its undoubted 
effects in the Pyinmana forests, following on a general flowering of Gephalo- 
stachyum pergracile, IMr. J. W. Oliver ^ has recorded the following statement : 

‘ Where there are a sufficient number of parent seed trees an intense fire 
following the flowering and dying of bamboos generally gives rise to extensive 
reproduction of teak, without the aid of artificial sowings. Instances of this 
may be studied in the Setkala reserve in the Bhamo division and in some 
of the reserves on the right bank of the Shweli river in the Ruby Mines division ; 
the Nanme reserve is, I think, the particular locality I have in mind.’ In the 
same connexion the following passage ma}" be quoted from the Report on 
Forest Administration for the northern circle, Upper Burma, 1907-8 : " Ob- 
servations made during the year show that the flowering of the bamboo, 
tinwa {Cephalostachyum pergracile), which has been advancing in a w’ave 
southwards over Upper Burma during the last four or five years, has. had 
markedly beneficial results on teak reproduction.’ In the following year the 
Report says : ' Observations of the year confirm the view expressed in the last 
Annual Report that the reproduction of teak in areas in which bamboos have 
flowered and the debris been burnt, or allowed to burn, leaves little to be 
desired. On the other hand, where bamboos have flowered and the area has 
not been allowed to burn for fear of damage to contractors’ logs and naturally 
dead and windfall timber, a tangled mass of vegetation consisting of creepers 
and weeds and old bamboo stems encumbers the ground, and not only prevents 
any fresh germination, but also hopelessly smothers any seedlings which might 
previously have existed.’ 

It is evident that in the types of forest met with in Burma the admission 
of fire is necessary in bamboo-flowered areas where natural reproduction of 
teak is desired. For how long, if at all, burning is necessary after the year of 
seeding of the bamboo will depend on local conditions and on the extent 
to which weeding and cleaning can be carried out. Young bamboo growth is 
far less adverse to the establishment of teak reproduction than certain other 
weed^—toY imta>iacQ, Eupatonumodoratum, Alpinia^ StrobilantheSygingeYSj &c. — 
but if it is fire-protected, young bamboos form very dense masses, V'hich if 
cleaning cannot be carried out may do much harm by suppression. 

Mr. C. B. SmalesA notes that in areas in the Thayetmyo and Pronie 
districts, where Dendrocalamus strichis md Bambusa Tulda had recently 
flowered and where fire-protection had been abandoned, the bamboos estab- 
lished themselves in dense masses even where late burning had been carried 
out in order to destroy the seed. Here teak seedlings contemporaneous with 
young bamboo were not found surviving except on the edges of the flowered 
areas where the fire had not been so intense. The only successful teak saplings 

^ Ind, Forester, xxxiii (1907), p. 242. 

^ Notes on a Tour in Forests on the West Slopes of the Pegu Yoma, 1917. 
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found wer© those which had already been on the ground prior to the flou^ering. 
This indicates that adTance growth must play a prominent part in operations 
for securing natural reproduction of teak at the time of flou’ering of the bamboo. 
Mr. Smales, therefore, advocates stimulating advance growfli as much as 
possible, in view of an expected general flowering of Bambiisa polyniorpha. by 
cutting gaps in the bamboo cover round teak seed-bearers and elsewhere, and 
sowing teak seed in these gaps. 

Fig. 292 shows a group of promising advance growth of teak in an area 
of flowered Gephalostachyiim im'gracile. The dead ciiims have fallen or been 
broken down and undergrowth has been cut. As the young teak m weak and 
crooked the intention is to burn the area and cut back the teak. 

In Burma great stress is laid on the necessity for carrjdng out extensive 
operations for effecting the reproduction of teak when Bambiisa poIymorpJia 
flowers gregariously, as it is expected to do before very long. This bamboo 
is certainly of paramount importance, but there are other important bamboos, 
notably Cephalostachywm pergracile,\YhiQh have frequently flowered gregariously 
in different localities, although the flowering has too often been allowed to 
pass by without any special operations being carried out in order to take 
advantage of it and to gain experience of how to proceed in the event of 
a general flowering of Bambiisa polymorpha. 

Based on such experience as has been gained in the treatment of teak in 
bamboo-flowered areas, certain measures w^ere prescribed in 1914 in anticij)a- 
tion of a general flowering of bamboo, and particular^ of Bambiisa polymorpha. 
These measures comprise the following: (1) collection and storage of large 
quantities of teak seed annually, utilizing it for plantations and other opera- 
tions before it deteriorates, in the event of the flowering not taking place ; 

(2) previous selection of suitable bamboo areas in which to conduct operations, 

(3) careful protection of flowered bamboo areas from fire until the end of the 
hot season, followed by burning before the rains commence, in order to destroy 
as much bamboo seed as possible, even if dibbling of teak seed cannot be 
carried out; (4) removal of low overhead cover as far as possible prior to 
burning, and girdling of all large trees other than teak at the same time as or 
as soon as possible after burning; (5) dibbling of teak seed immediately after 
burning, roughly 6 ft. by 6 ft., two seeds in each hole not more than Tin. 
deep ; dibbling to be confined as far as possible to well-drained and accessible 
ridges and spurs, and to a distance of two chains on either side of them, broad, 
flat, badly Gained ridges being avoided ; broadcast sowing to be tried only 
on flat ridges and gentle slopes,; (6) in the first and subsequent years after 
dibbling, burning to be carried out, if required, early in the season, in order 
to destroy fallen culms ; weeding to be carried out, twice in each of the first 
two years and once in the third year. The total cost of these weedings is 
estimated at Rs. 15 per acre. 

These prescriptions appear to be suitable so far as they go excej^t in one 
particular, in which they are open to criticism, that is* in the proposal to con- 
fine dibblings to a distance of two chains on either side of ridges and spurs, 
By so doing the mistake made in respect of so many of the Burma plantations, 
namely in scattering operations and thus greatly increasing the cost of upkeep, 
will be repeated. Again, the richest areas, where teak reaches its finest 
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deyelopment, are not the tops of the ridges but the well-drained fertile lower 
slopes, and it is here in particular that the stock of teak should be increased. 
The preseriptio|i might w^ell be altered to include the sowing up of compact and 
not straggling or scattered areas, comprising not only the ridges and spurs but 
also the lower slopes and well-drained valleys. The areas operated over will 
be nothing more or less than plantations ; they will in a short space of time 
be indistinguishable from taungya plantations, and will require to be tended 
in exactly the same manner. Indeed the regeneration of bamboo-flowered 
areas hj the system of ta^ngya plantations pure and simple will probably 
prove more efficient and less costly than the measures described. 

Some examples of teak sowings in flowered bamboo areas in Burma may 
be quoted. In these sowings it has always been found that ^ their success 
decreases and their cost increases with each year’s delay after the year of 
seeding of the bamboo. This is due mainly to the extra cost and difficulty of 
weeding and cleaning with every year’s start given to the young bamboo, for 
^veeding and cleaning in young bamboo areas may be a very heavy item. 

In the Konbilin reserve of the Tharrawaddy division, where Cephalo- 
atachyum pergracile flowered gregariously in 1887, operations for increasing 
the quantity of teak were continued for seven years after the flowering of the 
bamboo. These operations consisted in girdling or felling and burning the tree- 
growth, cutting and burning the dead bamboo and afterwards the young 
bamboo growth, and dibbling teak seed as in a taungya plantation. The total 
area operated over exceeded 300 acres. This work showed clearly the advan- 
tage of the earlier over the later plantations, both in cost and in degree of 
success. In the case of these sowings the weeding was found to be a much 
heavier item than in the case of taungya plantations, and the average cost 
per acre during the first ten years worked out at Rs. 33-6-0 for the flowered 
bamboo sowings as against Rs. 20 for taungya plantations in the same locality ; 
thereafter the cost in either case has been much the same. A considerable 
area of these flowered bamboo sowings has proved to be highly successful 
culturally, resembling a well-stocked plantation with a dense underwood of 
bamboo, which gives the teak a healthy and natural appearance. 

Another successful series of flowered bamboo plantations has been formed 
to the east of Nyanle, in the Taungnyo reserve of the Zigon division. Dendro- 
calamus sfrictus iliOweied in 1878-9. Operations were commenced in 1881, 
that is, two years later than was advisable, and further areas were taken in 
hand in 1882 and 1883, the total area operated over in the three years being 
about 750 acres. The work consisted in felling all trees and bamboos, thoroughly 
burning, and sowing teak seed as in a plantation. This was followed 

by weeding for three successive years, with another weeding in the seventh 
year in the case of the 1881 sowings and the fifth year in the case of the later 
sowings. The cost per acre of the three years’ sowings up to the fourth year 
of weeding was as follows : 

(1) 1881 somngs : first 3 years, Rs. 8- 14f-0 ; weeding of 7th year, Rs. 0-11-3 : Total, Rs. 9-9-3 
per acre. 

(2) 1882 sowings ; first 3 years, Rs, 15-9-0 ; weeding of 5th year, Rs. 2-6-0 ;; Total, Rs. 17-15-0 
per acre. 

(3) 1883 sowings : first 3 years, Rs. 17-3-0 ; weeding of 5th year, Rs. 1-8-2 : Total, Rs. 18-11-2 

. . per acre. ■ ■ ■ ■ 
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Fig. 293. Sowing of teak and cutch (Acacia Catechu) in flowered bamboo area, 
Bwet forest, Prome, Burma : cutch tree on left. 
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These sowings have proved a great success, and are now represented by 
large areas of well-grown teak poles. 

In the same neighbourhood, and to the north of Nyanld, where Demlro- 
calamus strictus in 1893-4, teak seed was dibbled among the iinbiirnt 

bamboos in June. This proved a failure owing to insufficient felling a^iid 
burning. 

These examples -will serve to show that very successful plantations can 
be established in flowered bamboo areas, provided operations are commenced 
as soon after the seeding as possible, that all overhead cover is cleared and 
thoroughly burnt, and that regular W'ceding is carried out in the young crop. 
Among other successful works of this Idnd may be mentioned the sowings in 
the B^vet reserve, Prome, following on a flow^ering of Denclrocalamus strictus 
in 1876. These would probably have been even more successful had not 
a good many large trees remained unfelled on the area. Recent flowered 
bamboo sowings in Prome have been supplemented by the transplanting of 
teak seedlings ; of these natural forest seedlings have been found more success- 
ful than nursery seedlings, and of the former plants one year old or more have 
proved superior to young seedlings of the first rains. A successful example 
of the use of transplants in stocking a flowered bamboo area may be quoted 
from Katha, Upper Burma : ^ ' In the Katha division tin bamboo {CepJialo- 
stachywm pergracile) flowered in 1905 in the northern part of the division. 
The area was burnt in the hot weather, which stimulated the grow^th of coppice- 
shoots from teak stems burnt back. As natural teak seedlings did not spring 
up, nurseries were made and seedlings planted out in the rains of 1906 and 
1907. The area was cleaned from time to time, and there is now (1914) a fine 
crop of young teak on the ground which only needs an occasional cleaning. 
The area treated was about 500 acres. The cost of the operation was about 
Rs. 10 per acre.’ 

Pig. 293 shows a young crop of teak mixed with cutch raised by sowing 
in a flow^ered bamboo area in the Bwet reserve, Prome. A dense growlh of 
young bamboo will be noticed springing up under the teak. 

Statistical. Under favourable conditions the rate of growlli of teak in 
its earlier years is very rapid, a mean girth of 2 in. and a mean height of 6 ft, 
per annum for the first few years being not unusual in well situated and tended 
plantations. Later the growth becomes somewhat slower, though in plantations 
which have been formed in favourable localities and have been regularly 
tended a girth increment of 1 in, a year or more may be expected. It will be 
convenient to consider statistical information separately for plantations and 
naturar forest. ■ 

1. Plantations, Burma, The most recent statistics of a more or less 
complete nature relating to the teak plantations of Burma are those compiled 
by Mr. P. A. Leete ^ from data collected up to 1909. These statistics were 
prepared from measurements made immediately after thinning in selected 
fully stocked sample plots in teak plantations of different ages in various 
localities. As Mr. Leete remarks, it is as yet too earty to determine wkether 
all plantations throughout the province should be grouped together in one set 

^ Forest Administration Report, Burma, 1913--14. 

- Memorandum on Teak Plantations in Burma. For. Bull, new ser., No. 2, 1911, 
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of curves, or different standards should be fixed in different locahties. Mean- 
while he has grouped them all together, and has obtained the follou-mg 

results : • 


Tedona grandis : rate of growth and number of stems per acre m teak 
plantations in Burma (F. A. Leete, 1909). 

Humber of stems 


Age. 

Mean girtb. 

Mean height. 

per acre. 

years. 

10 

20 

ft. in. 

1 3 

2 4 

ft. 

38 

62 

530 

185 

30 

3 1 

84 

95 

40 

3 9 

96 

75 


Note. (1) Suppressed stems are not included ; (2) original spacing 6 ft. by 6 ft. or IL it. by 
3 ft. giving 1,210 plants per acre. 


As compared with an estimate formed by Mr. P. J. Carter in 1896, Mi. 
Leete’s figures show a faster rate of growth in girth and a smaller number of 
stems per acre. 

Central Provinces. Measurements made in 1896 in the Sakata and Korai 
plantations in Seoni gave the following results : ^ ^ 


Tectona grandis : measurements in Sakata and Korai plantations, Seoul. 


Ho. 

Locality. 

Approximate 

age. 

Humber 
of stems 
per acre. 

1 

Sakata 

years. 

26 

418 

2 


26 

707 

3 

Korai 

18 

696 


Mean 

Mean 

Volume 

girth. 

height. 

per acre. 

ft. in. 

ft. 

cub. ft. 

1 4 

44 

2,289 

1 0 

30 

1,409 

0 10 

28 

866 


In the Sakata plantations the trees were reported to be very dense and m 
need of thinning, hence the poor girth increment. 

Madras. A small plantation of 1868 at Ramanapenta in West Rurnoo , 
measured in 1911, at an age of 43 years, had a height of 60 ft. and a girth 
varying from 2 ft. SJ in. to 3 ft. 6^ in. The waterfall plantation at Mount 
Stuart, South Coimbatore, measured at an age of 42 years, had a mean height 
of 68 ft. and a mean girth of 2 ft. 9 in. 

In his recent working plan for the Nilambur teak plantations Mr. Bourne 
has given yield tables based on extensive measurements in those plantations, 
and] containing outturn figures in considerable detail. The statement on 
p. 763 gives a summary of the more important figures contained in those 
tables. . 

Andamans. Measurements made in 1910 gave the following results . 

Year of plantation. Age. Mem girth. 

years. ft. in. 

1890 20 2 8 

1889 21 29 

1887 23 2 9 

1883 27 2 6 


2. Natural forest, {a) C^rthandheigU increment. Burma. The statements 
facing p. 764, compiled from measurements recorded in the various working 

^ Working Plan for the -Korai Itange Forests, F. Xlnnell, 1896. 
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Tedona grandis : yield table for one acre of pure high forest , Nilanibiir 

plantations. 



Standing crop, after tbiiniing. 

Intermediate yields : 
solid volume of 

Total 

Mean annual 
increment 

Age. 

!Number 
of stems. 

Mean 
girth at 
U ft. 

Mean 
height of 
dominant 
trees. 

Solid 

volume of 
stemwood. 

stemwood. 

Total 

Periodic, to date. 

yield : 
solid 

volume of 
stemwood. 

calculated on 
total, yield : 
solid volume 
of stemwood. 

'ears. 


in. 

ft. 

cub. ft. 

cub. ft. 

cub. ft. 

cub. ft. 

cub. ft. 

« 

5 


12*8 

41 

I. Quality, 

388 



124 

10 

266 

19*9 

56 

732 


504 

M36 

15 

179 

26*4 

66 

1,002 

374 

878 

1,880 

125 

20 

137 

31*9 

74 

1,247 

278 

1,156 

2,403 

120 

25 

no 

37*0 

81 

1,471 

287 

1,443 

2,914 

117 

30 

91 

41*8 

87 

1,688 

278 

1,721 

3,409 

114 

35 

79 

46*0 

93 

1,901 

263 

1,984 

3,885 

ill 

40 

69 

50*0 

97 

2,111 

238 

2,222 

4,333 

108 

45 

62 

53*7 

102 

2,316 

221 

2,443 

4,759 

106 

50 

56 

57*5 

106 

2,513 

196 

2,639 

5,152 

103 

55 

51 

6M 

110 

2,696 

186 

2,825 

5,521 

100 

60 

48 

64*6 

113 

2,868 

161 

2,986 

5,854 

98 

65 

46 

68*0 

116 

3,032 

134 

3,120 

6,152 

95 

70 

44 

71*2 

118 

3,188 

102 

3,222 

6,410 

92 

88 

75 

43 

74*2 

119 

3,336 

66 

3,288 

6,624 

*^80 

42 

77*2 

121 

3,478 

30 

3,318 

6,796 

85 

5 


10*3 

30 

II. Quality, 

268 


*823 

82 

10 

322 

16*0 

44 

511 

. . 

3i2 

15 

222 

21*1 

54 

714 

249 

561 

1,275 

85 

20, 

169 

25*6 

62 

907 

201 

762 

1,669 

83 

82 

25 

137 

29*9 

69 

1,083 

202 

964 

2,047 

30 

114 

33*9 

75 

1,252 

195 

1,159 

2,411 

80 

35 

97 

37*7 

80 

1,416 

187 

1,346 

2,762 

. . ■ 79 " 

. . 77 

40 

84 

41*2 

84 

1,575 

172 

1,518 

3,093 

45 

75 

44*5 

88 

1,730 

155 

1,673 

3,403 

^ 76 

50 

55 

68 

47*6 

91 

1,877 

139 

1,812 

3,689 

, '74 

63 

50*4 

94 

2,014 

129 

1,941 

3,955 

■ 72 

60 

60 

52*9 

96 

2,142 

104 

2,045 

4,187 

70 

65 

58 

55*2 

99 

2,264 

88 

2,133 

4,397 

68 

70 

57 

57*3 

100 

2,379 

64 

2,197 

4,576 

65 

75 

56 

59*3 

102 

2,488 

39 

2,236 

4,724 

63 

80 

55 

61*2 

103 

2,591 

18 

2,254 

4,845 

61 


10 

15 

20 . 

25 ' 

SO 

S5 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 


7-8 

404 12*1 

290 15-8 

224 19-3 

182 22*8 

151 26*2 

127 29-4 

109 32*4 

96 35-2 

86 37-7 

81 39-8 

80 41*3 

78 42*3 

,;77 ■ 43*3 

76 44*3 

76 45*3 


III. Quality. 


32 292 . . 120 

42 429 125 245 

50 567 122 367 

57 694 116 483 

62 815 114 597 

67 930 111 708 

71 1,040 103 811 

73 1,143 93 904 

76 1,241 79 983 

77 1,332 69 1,052 

79 1,416 51 1,103 

81 1,496 43 1,146 

83 1,570 26 1,172 

84 1,640 14 1,186 

85 1,704 5 1,191 


412 

674 

934 

1,177 

1,412 

1,638 

1,851 

2,047 

2,224 

2,384 

2,519 

2,642 

2,742 

2,826 

2,895 


41 

45 

47 

.47 

47 

47 

46 . 

■45 

44 

43: 

■42' 

41' 

39 :, 

38 

36 


Note. Volumes are calculated by the (luarter-girtb-squared formula, in sections of 9 ft, 
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plans, shows the estimated rate of growth in girth in different localities. Except 
in the case of the Mawkn working circle of the Upper Chindwin division, these 
figures do not*include bark thickness, for which about 2 in. should be added 
to the girth in each case. Nor is any allowance made for the time req^uired 
for a natural seedling to establish itself ; this period is usually placed at ten 
years, though one working plan allows fifteen years. It has been considered 
best to reduce all the figures to the same level by omitting the period allowed 
for the seedling stage, whicti is at the best a very rough estimate, and probably 
varies under different conditions. In the earlier working plans, notably those 
of Zigon and Tharrawaddy, Pressler’s borer was largely employed to estimate ^ 
the rate of growth, and the figures obtained are probably less reliable than in 
most of the other working plans, where the rate of growth has been estimated 
from ring-countings. It may be noted that the figures given refer to trees 
which have grown up under natural conditions without any tending, and the 
rate of growth is probably slower than might be expected in regularly 
tended natural crops. In Tharrawaddy and Zigon the rapid growth in the 
aUuvial plains forests as compared with the hill forests is noticeable. This is 
not the case in Insein, where the soil of the plains forests is not so well drained 
as that of the Tharrawaddy and Zigon divisions, and consists in places of 
laterite. 

Central Provinces, The following statement showing the rate of growth ^ 
in girth over bark and in height has been compiled from measurements made 
in different localities in the Central Provinces between 1909 and 1914 : 


Tectona grandis : rate of growth in girth and height in natural forest, Central 
Provinces ; measurements made from 1909 to 1914. 


Melghat, 
well-grown 
trees in Garliakota 


Saugor. 

Kishen- 


S. Chanda : Allapilli reserve. 


Patri- Gourj- 
kata hamar 


Age. 

favourable 

localities. 

v/orkhig 

circle. 

felling 

series. 

felling felling felling 
series, series, series. 

Bhimaran hill 
forests. 

Bhimaran plains 
forests. 

Mirkulh 

Girth. 

Girth. 

Girth. 

Girth. Girth. Girth. 

Girth. 

Height. 

Girth. 

Height. 

Girth. 

years 

ft, in. 

ft. in. 

ft. in. 

ft. in, ft. in. ft, in. 

ft. 

in. 

ft. 

ft. in. 

ft. 

ft. in. 

10 

0 8 


0 7 

0 6 0 5 .. 







20 

1 4 

oil 

1 1 

0 11 1 0 1 1 







30 

2 0 

1 5 

1 8 

15 1 8 1 9 

1 

*3 

44 



1 *2 

40 

2 9 

1 11 

2 3 

1 10 .. 23 

2 

■ 2 

53 

3”o 

69 

V 1 11 

50 

3 7 

2 5 ' 
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Mr. J. W. Best ^ has recorded the following summary of measurements 
of over 4,000 felled teak trees, in two local quality classes, in the Hoshangabad 
forests : 


1 Ind. Forester, xliv (1918), p. 408. 
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Tectona grandis : rate of growth of natural teak, Hoshangabad, Central 

Provinces. 


Local quality I Local quality II 

(i. e. trees attaining a height of over (i. e. trees attaining & height up to 
50 ft. in 40 years). 50 ft. in 40 years). 


Age. 

Mean height. 

Mean girth at 4J ft. 
from ground. 

Mean height. 

Mean gii'th at 4| ft. 
from gromid. 

years. 

ft. 

in. 

ft. 

in. 

5 

14 

7 

11 

3 

10 

21 

13 

1& 

6 

15 

27 

17 

22 

9 

20 

33 

21 

26 

11 

25 

38 

25 

29 

15 

30 

43 

30 

32 

17 

35 

47 

33 

34 

20 

40 

50 

37 

36 

22 

45 

53 

40 

38 

25 

50 

56 

45 

40 

• 27 

55 

58 

47 

42 

30 

60 

60 

50 

44 

32 

65 

62 

.52 

45 

34 

70 

62 

54 

47 

35 

75 

62 

55 

48 

37 

80 

62 

56 

48 

38 

85 

62 

56 

49 

39 

90 

62 

56 

49 

39 

95 

62 

56 

. . 


100 

62 

56 




Bombay, The statement on p. 766 which shows the average rate of growth 
in girth, has been compiled from measurements recorded in Bombay working 
plans. In each case bark thickness has been included ; where this has not 
been definitely given in the working plans it has been taken to be 0*25 in. 

(b) Taper of logs, Mr. H. F. Blanford^ has worked out, from numerous 
measurements in the Mohnyin and Mosit forests, Upper Burma, the taper of 
bottom logs 25 ft. in length, with the view of arriving at an estimate of the 
minimum girth of trees to be felled in order to produce ‘ Europe squares 
that is, sound, straight timber, free from sapwood, at least 12 in. square and 
18 ft. in length, and averaging not less than 25 ft. in length. These measure- 
ments show that the taper increases slightly with age. Allowing for sapwood 
and bark, the minimum girth at the thin end of the log, in order to produce 
these squares, is 6 ft. The measurements of taper show that a breast-height 
girth of 7 ft. 9*7 in., or in round figures 8 ft., is necessary to produce a girth 
of 6 ft. at 25 ft. abov^ the felling wedge, that is, to produce an average ‘ Europe 
square Mr. Blanford’s measurements are summarized as follows : 

Average taper, i. e. diminution in girth to 
a height of 25 ft. above felling wedge, or 
27 ft. 6 in. from ground. 


Girth at breast height. 

Mohnyin. 

Mosit. 


in. 

in. 

6 ft. to 6 ft, 11 in. . 

16*1 

14*1 

7 ft. to 7 ft. 11 in. . 

19*7 

14*4 

8 ft. to 8 ft. 11 in. . 

23*4 

15*7 

9 ft. to 9 ft. 11 in. . 

26-0 

19*1 


Example: in Mohnyin a tree with a breast-height girth of 8 ft. has a girth at 25 ft. above 
the felling wedge of 8 ft. — 23*4 in. = 6 ft. 0*6 in. 

^ (1) Working Plan for the Mohnyin Eeserve, Katha, 1910-11 to 1929-30. 

(2) Mosit Working Plan, Bhamo, 1910-11 to 1939-40. 


Tectona gmndis : rate of growth in girth in natural forest, Bombay. 

Mean girfch. 
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(c) Volunie figtires, Burma. The average volume of marketable timber 
ill trees of different girths and ages in the' Molinyin and Mosit working circles 
has been estimated by Mr. Blanford as follows : 

Tectona grandis : outturn of marketable timber from trees of different sizes. 

Mohiiyin and Mosit. 


Girth at 

Mohnyin. 


Mosit. 

breast 

Corresponding 

Average voiume 

Corresponding 

Average voiume 

height. 

age. 

excluding bark. 

® age. 

excluding bark. 

ft. 

years. 

55 

cub, ft. 

years. 

cub. ft. 

3 

26 



U 

6“ 

77 

37 



112 

54 

129 

62 

7 

144 

77 

155 

97 

n 

161 

97 

168 

111 

8" 

188 

110 

185 

122 

9 

227 

148 

221 

154 

10 

285 

182 


211 

10| 

314 

198 


232 

Note. Ten years have been added to the age in each case, to allow for the time requin 
a seedling to establish itself. 


The latest Tharrawaddy working plan for the Pegu Yoma forests gives 
the following outturn figures for dry and moist forest combined : 


Tectona grandis : outturn figures, Tharrairaddy. 


Girth class. 

Volume of 
timber 
per tree. 

Girth class. 

Volume of 
timber 
per tree. 

6 ft, 6in.-6ft. 11 in. 

cub. ft. 

74 

8 ft. 6 in.-S ft. 11 ill. 

cub. ft. 
147 

7 ft. 0 in.-7 ft. 5 in. 

88 

9 ft. 0 in.-9 ft. 5 in. 

166 

7 ft. 6 in.--7 ft. 11 in. 

104 

9 ft. 6 in,-9 ft. 11 in. 

186 

8 ft. 0 in.-S ft, 5 in. 

136 




The size of logs actually brought out from the forests must of necessity 
depend greatly on facilities for extracting large timber, apart from the size 
of the trees felled. The largest average logs brought out so far in any one 
sub-period under working plans prescriptions are the 639 logs extracted from 
the Kangyi reserve of the Zigon forest division during the sub-period 1902-3 
to 1905-6, which averaged 103 cubic ft. The following statement gives the 
names of forests from which the largest average logs were extracted up to 
1910, the averages being given by single sub-periods : 


Tectona grandis : volumes of average logs extracted during single sub -periods 
from forests in Burma up to 1910. 


Forest 

Working 

Average 
voiume of all 
logs extracted 
during single 

Forest 

Working 

Average 
voiume of all 
logs extracted 
during single 

division. 

circle. 

sub-periods. 

division. 

circle. 

sub-periods. 

Zigon 

Kangyi 

cub. ft. 

103 

Prome 

K. Kawin 

cub. ft. 

67 

Taungnyo 

92 

ft 

.'"S.Nawiii' 

67 



90 

Zigon 

Bawbin 

67 

SJ 

Kangyi 

79 

Tharrawaddy 

Thonze 

67 


Bawbin 

.73 ■■■. 

S. Tomigoo 

Kabaung 

67 


Gamon 

. -72. ■ ■ 



66 

Tharrawaddy 

Kadinbilin 

72 ■ ■ 

Tharrawaddy 

Minhia 

66 

Prome 

Shwele 

68 

' 9). • 

Mokka 

66 

N. Toimgoo 

W. Swa, Sabyin, 

68 

Katha 

Mohnyin 

65 

and Lonyan 






Note. Voiume does not include bark. 
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Central Provinces. The following statement has been compiled from the 
results of measurements of 642 trees in the Allapilli forests. South Chanda : 

Tectona grandis : outturn of average trees, Allapilli. 


Girth at 
breast height, 
ft. in. 

6 0 
. 6 6 
7 0 
7 6 


Average volume per 
tree, round timber 
measured over bark, 
cub. ft. 

63 

73 

84 

96 


Girth at 
breast height, 
ft. in. 

8 0 
8 6 
9 0 
9 6 


Average volume per 
tree, round timber 
measured over bark, 
cub. ft. 

108 

119 

129 

138 


Bombay. The following is the result of a stem analysis of five teak trees 
made by Mr. W. A. Miller in the Edrwatti forests of Kanara : 

Tectona grandis : stem analysis of five trees, Kirwatti forests, Kanara. 


Age. 

Mean diameter 
at breast height. 

Mean height. 

Mean volume. 

Mean annual 
volume increment. 

years. 

in. 

ft. 

cub. ft. 

cub. ft. 

10 

3-0 

19 



20 

5*5 

37 

. . 

. . 

30 

8*7 

47 

6-5 

2*17 

40 

11-8 

51 

13*0 

4*33 

50 

13-7 

54 

24-5 

4*90 

60 

16-0 

58 

34*5 

5-75' , 

70 

17*5 

62 

41-5 

5*93 

80 

18-2 

65 

47-0 

, '5*87 

90 

18-8 

67 

51-0 

5*67 

100 

19*1 

69 

55*0 

5-50 


Mr. Miller has also recorded the following results of measurements in the 
forests of the Arbail Slopes, Kanara, showing the average growth of single 
trees 

Tectona grandis : growth and outturn of single trees, Arbail Slopes, Kanara. 



Mean 

Corresponding 

Mean 

Mean volume 

Age. ■ 

diameter. 

girth. 

height. 

per tree. 

years. 

in. 

ft. 

in. 

ft. 

cub. ft. 

20 

5-4 

1 

5 

44 

4 

40 

9-2 

2 

5 

64 

10 

60 

12*8 

3 

4 

75 

21 

80 

15*6 

4 

1 

83 

46 

100 

18-0 

4 

9 

90 

■ .71 

120 

20-0 

5 

3 

95 

89 

140 

21*8 

5 

9 

100 

' ' 104 

160 

23*4 

6 

1 

104 

: 118' 

180 

’24-6 

6 

5 

107 

■ 132 

200 

25-2 

6 

7 , ■ 

109 

144 

220 




110 

156 

240 



, ■ 

110 



2. Tectona Hamiltoniana, Wall. Vern. Dato, Burm. 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree with 6- to 8-angled branchlets and 
leaves usually in whorls of three, sometimes opposite or in whorls of four, 
somewhat resembling teak leaves but much smaller. Wood brown, harder and 
heavier than teak, of good quality, but used mainly for fuel, though sometimes 
for house-posts. This is a common tree in the dry zone of Burma, in localities 

^ Working Plan for the Arbail Slopes, Central Division, Kanara, 1918. 
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where the rainfall varies from 23 to 45 inches. It is capable of growing on 
poor stony soil, and is often associated with Termmalia Oliver i, Acacia Catechti, 
A. leucopMoea, Diospyros burmanica, and other species of the dry open scrub 
forests of Burma. The tree is leafless for a time during the hot season. The 
dense tomentose corymbose panicles of small pale blue or whitish flow^ers 
appear from June to August, and the fruits ripen in the following cold or hot 
season ; the fruit is a small nut tightly enclosed in the persistent tomentose 
calyx. The tree is a light-demander, coppices w^ell, and is drought resistant. 
Frost does not occur in its habitat. 

2. GMELINA, Linn. 

Gmelina arborea, Linn. Vern. Gumhar, sewan, Hind. ; Gomari, Ass. : 
Shivan, Mar. ; Shivani, Kan. ; Gumadi^ Tam. ; Yema;ne, Burm. 

A moderate-sized to large deciduous tree with opposite, broadly ovate, 
acuminate, usually cordate leaves, glaucous beneath, or stellately hairy or 
tomentose beneath in one variety. Bark light grey, smooth, corky, inside 
yellow, rapidly turning brown on exposure, exfoliating in patches when old 
and exposing smooth paler coloured bark beneath. Wood yellowish or 
greyish white, even-grained, soft, light, and strong, seasons w^ell without 
wrapping and cracking, and is very useful for planking, panelling, carriages, 
furniture, boxes, and carpentry of all kinds. It has been pronounced very good 
for match manufacture. In view of the good quality of its wood and of its 
rapid growdih the tree is well worth more attention for plantation purposes. 
Under the most favourable conditions it attains a height of 100 ft. or more 
and a girth of 15 ft. 

‘Distribution and habitat. The tree is distributed generally throughout 
the greater part of India and Burma, but is usually scattered ; it is commoner 
in Burma than elsewhere. It is found in the moist region of Ceylon. It 
reaches its largest dimensions in the mixed forests of moist regions, as in 
Burma, the eastern sub-Himalayan tract, Assam, and elsewhere, but extends 
into comparatively dry regions, as in Central India. Although usually found 
in mixed deciduous forest, it is occasionally found in evergreen forest, and is 
not uncommon in sal forest. In the western Himalaya it ascends the outer 
hills and valleys to 4,000 ft., where it may occasionally be seen in stunted 
form even in somewhat dry situations. Its choice of locality is wide, but it 
shows a preference for moist fertile valleys ; it does not thrive where the 
drainage is bad, while on dry sandy or otherwise poor soil it remains stunted, 
and is apt to assume little more than a shrubby form owing to its being 
repeatedly killed back by drought. 

In its natural habitat the absolute maximum shade temperature varies 
from under 100° to 118° F., the absolute minimum from 30° to over 60° F., 
and the normal rainfall from 30 to 180 in. or more. 

Lear-shbdding, ^LOWERING, AND FRUITING. The leaves fall as a rule 
about January-February, the new leaves appearing in March-ApriL The 
panicles of flowers appear from February to April, when the tree is more or 
less leafless, or with the young leaves, and the irregular tubular corollas, 
about 1 in. long, dull chestnut, with a yellow lip and throat, quickly fall from 
the trees and cover the ground in their neighbourhood. The fruits ripen from 
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the end of April (Burma) to July. The fruit is a succulent ovoid or oblong 
drupe, 0-9~T2 in. long, yellow when ripe, with a leathery shining pericarp, 
a sweetish pulp, and a hard bony stone. The stone (Fig. 294, a) is 0-6-0-9 in. 
long, ovoid, pointed at one end, usually 2-celled and 2-seeded, but sometimes 
1- or 3-celled and seeded. About 40 stones average 1 oz. in weight. Seed-year 
records in Chittagong and in the Santal Parganas show that the tree seeds 
well as a rule every year. The germinative power of fresh seed is high, but if 
stored for a year a considerable proportion of the seed loses its vitalit}^ : 
a sample of fruit-stones tested at Dehra Dun, which gave 90 per cent, of success 
when fresh, gave only 30 per cent, when kept for one year. The highest ^ 
percentage obtained from fresh fruit-stones was 112, often two and sometimes 
three seedlings emerging from one stone. The fruits are eagerly devoured by 
cattle and deer, and the stones are spread by their agency. 

Germination (Pig. 294, b-f). Epigeous, resembling that of the teak. 
The stone of the drupe opens by means of one or two lateral valves, the radicle 
emerging first and the cotyledons issuing shortly after. The stone is either 
left on or in the ground, or is carried up over the cotyledons, falling with their 
expansion. 

The SEEDLING (Pig. 294). 

Boots : primary root long, at first thin, afterwards thickening consider- 
ably, terete, tapering : lateral roots moderate in number and length, fibrous, 
distributed down main root or more plentiful in its upper part. Hypocotyl 
distinct from and thicker than root, 0’3--0*7 in. long, terete or obscurely 
quadrangular, white turning green, finely pubescent. Cotyledons : petiole 
0*l-0*2 in. long, channelled or flattened above, finely pubescent with capitate 
hairs : lamina 0‘5-0-7 in. by 0*3-0*4 in., elliptical or ovate, emarginate, entire, 
somewhat fleshy, yellow turning green, finely pubescent with capitate hairs, 
midrib deeply impressed on upper surface, lateral veins less distinct. Stem 
erect, more^ or less quadrangular near the nodes, green, finely pubescent with 
capitate haii's ; internodes 0-5-3 in. long. Leaves simple, opposite, exstipulate. 
Petiole 0-3-T5 in. long, channelled above, green, glabrous or finely tomentose. 
Lamina 1*5-3 in. by 1*2-3 in., broadly ovate, acute or acuminate, widely 
dentate or sinuate, base cordate, cuneate, or obtuse, with glands near the 
petiole, green above, glaucous beneath, glabrous or lower surface glabrescent 
or finely pubescent with capitate hairs on the principal veins ; lateral veins 
3-5 pairs, including two prominent basal lateral veins. 

Under favourable conditions the growth of the seedling is rapid, more 
particularly from the second year onwards. Although able to struggle against 
weeds more successfully than many other species, it responds to weeding by 
more rapid growth and increased vigour ; it also benefits by irrigation. On 
stiff soil its development is poor. Among damp weeds the seedlings are apt 
to rot during the rain. 

The season’s growth ceases about November, the leaves fall in December— 
January, and the new leaves begin to appear in Pebruary-March (northern 
India). Prom May onwards in the second season the growth is rapid. The 
axillary buds of the stem usually commence to sprout in the first season, and 
in vigorous plants side branches may reach several inches in length ; in the 
second year strong side branches are developed. 

The seedling is fairly hardy as regards drought and frost. In frosty 
localities the leaves are often touched, the shoots escaping, but in grass the 
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seedlings may be entirely Idlled down, though their power of recovery from 
the base is good. Seedlings are somewhat light-demanding, their development 
being poor under shade wliich is at all heavy. In the germinating stages 
crickets are often destructive, while in the sapling stage much damage is done 
by a boring insect which tunnels down the shoots and frequently kills the 
leading ones ; the attack may be recognized by holes in the side of the shoot 
affected. 

The following measurements in experimental plots at Dehra Dun give 
some indication of the rate of growth of young plants under different con- 
. ditions : 

Gmelina arborea : development of seedlings under different conditions, 

Dehra Dun. 


Height at end of season, and other partieuiars. 


2nd season, 3rd season. 

4 ft. 0 in. (only one 10 ft. 0 in. 
seedling germinated) 


Condition under which groTO 
(in sunny locality in each 
case : shade experiments 
failed). 1st season. 

(1) Natural conditions (fruits 0 ft. 7J in. 
scattered on bare ground, 
uncovered) 

(2) Natural conditions (fruits Maximum 0 ft. 11 in. . . 

scattered on bare ground, 
uncovered) 

(3) Natural conditions (fruits Maximum 0 ft. 10| in. 
scattered on grassy ground) 

(4) Nursery plants Maximum 1 ft. 3 in. . . ^ 

(5) Transplants of 1st season, Maximum 1 ft. ^ in. Maximum 3 ft. 9 in. 0 ft. 9 in.-5 ft. 3 in. 
entire roots and stem (un- 
weeded after transplanting) 

(6) Transplants of 1st season, Maximum 1 ft, 8 in. 11 in.-5 ft. 3 in. 2 ft. 8 in.-O ft. 6 in. 
entire roots and stem (un- 
weeded after transplanting) 

(7) Transplants of 2nd season, .. .. 2 ft. 5 in.-3 ft. 1 m. 

pruned stem and root 

(8) Broadcast sowings, irri- Maximum 2 ft. 10 in. 2 ft. 8 in.-lO ft. 0 in. 

gated, weeded (vigorous) (vigorous, 33 sur- 

vivors) 

(9) Broadcast sowings, irri- Maximum 0 ft. 5| in. 1 ft. 1 in. 

gated,' un weeded (weakly) (onty one survivor) 

(10) Broadcast sowings, un- Maximum 0 ft. 10 in. 1 ft. 11 in.-5 ft. 4 in. 

I irrigated, weeded 

1 (II) Broadcast sowings, un- Maximum 0 ft. 9 in. 1 ft. 6 in. -4 ft. 0 in. 

' irrigated, unweeded ^ 

' (12) Line sowings, irrigated, Maximum 3 ft. 3| in. 5 ft. 10 in.-8 ft. 9 in. 14 ft. 0 m.-L ft. 10 in. 

weeded, thinned . ^ /v . irrxi o* 

(13) Line sowings, irrigated, Maximum 4 ft. 4 in. 3 ft. 0 in.-12 ft. 2 m. 8 ft. 0 xn.-lT it. 8 in. 

weeded, unthtoned (stems less vigorous 

than m thinned Imes) 

(14) Line sowings, irrigated, Maximum 3 ft. 0 in. 4 ft. 7 iii.-lO ft. 3 in. 8 ft. 0 in.-_16 ft. 5 in. 

miweeded, unthinned . . . 

(15) Line sowings, unirri- Maximum 4 £t. 6 in. Maximum 10 ft. 6 in. •• 

( gated, weeded, thinned. _ ^ on- 

(16) Line sowings, unirri- Maximum 3 ft. 3 in. Maximum 7 ft. 0 in. 

gated, weeded, unthinned ^ . r- rx a • 

(17) Line sowings, unirri- Maximum 3 ft, 8 in. 0 ft. 10 in.-7 ft. 0 in. .. 

gated, un weeded, unthinned ^ „ . 

(18) Line sowings, weeded, in 0 ft. 2 iii,-0 ft, 10 in. Maximum 6 ft. 4 in. • • 

combination with field 
crops (suppressed by crops 

„ in first season) ^ ■ 

Some of these measurements indicate the value of weeding. 

F-f .2-' . 


4th season. 


13 ft.-14 ft. 

(maximum 
girth 9 in. 
at 3|- ft. from 
ground) 
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Silvio crLTUEAL charactebs. The tree is a light “demanderj though it 
stands rather more shade than the teak. It is moderately frost-hardy, and has 
good power of# recovery when injured by frost. It does not stand excessive 
drought, as is showm in the case of plantations in the Panch Mahals, Bombay, 
on dry soil with a considerable proportion of sand, where the trees have in 
many cases either died outright or have died back and kept alive only in 
stunted bushy form. In Lahore Cantonment, however, it grows without 
irrigation, which not many trees are capable of doing. 

It coppices very well, the coppice-shoots growing vigorously. It has not 
.b^eii observed to produce root-suckers to any extent, but Mr. R. N. Parker ^ 
mentions that they have been produced by a tree in the Changa Manga planta- 
tion. SapKngs are readily browsed by deer, w^hich do much damage in young 
plantations. Cattle also browse young plants if there is an insufficiency of 
other fodder. 

Natukal eeprodxjction. Under natural conditions germination takes 
place in the rainy season soon after the fall of the fruits. If the fruits are eaten 
by deer or cattle the stones are rejected during rumination ; otherwise the 
fleshy portion soon either roots off, or is softened and washed off by rain, or is 
eaten away by insects, leaving the stone exposed. Numerous experiments 
have been carried out at Dehra Dun to ascertain the factors influencing natural 
reproduction, and the chief of these have been established with tolerable #■ 
certainty. It is clear that, as in the case of teak, a considerable amount of 
alternating heat and moisture is necessary to stimulate germination, for which 
reason fruit-stones lying in shade which is at all heavy fail to germinate for 
want of the sun’s heat. Secondly, it is of great importance that the stones 
should become buried to some extent, otherwise there is a strong risk of failure 
to germinate. This was confirmed many times, the seed on very rare occasions 
succeeding in germinating if lying on the surface of the ground ; want of 
sufficiently continuous moisture appears to be the explanation of this. In 
the few cases in which germination did take j)lace under these conditions the 
young seedling was usually :washed away by rain before it obtained a foothold. 
Thirdly, clear ground forms a favourable germinating bed, particularly if it 
has been broken up so that the seed has a chance of becoming buried ; seed 
lying among weeds or grass usually fails to germinate. In this connexion it 
may be noted that plentiful natural reproduction has been observed on aban- 
doned taungya lands (temporary cultivation) in Burma. 

In the forest natural reproduction is not as a rule plentiful, and as the 
germinative power of the seed is high the only explanation is that a com- 
bination of favourable conditions is not very frequento Apart from the factors 
which favour germination, the establishment of reproduction depends on the 
admission of a considerable degree of light, while in grazed areas reproduction 
has little chance of making headway owing to the readiness with which the 
young plants are browsed. 

Aetificial eepeoduction. The tree can be raised easily either by 
transplanting from the nursery or by direct sowings ; the latter have proved 
much more successful than the former at Dehra Dun. It is also said that large 
cuttings planted during the rainy season strike well ; this possibly applies 
to a damp climate or where irrigation is carried out, but cuttings tried at 
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Gmelina arbor ea, irrigated line sowings, end of third season, 
height 14-18 ft., Dehra Bun. 










Fig. 297. Omdina arborea, unirrigated weeded line sowings, end of third season., height 1,0 ft., Dehra Dun 

Staff shows feet. 
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Delira Dun, although they sprouted and remained ahve for some time, died 
off in the dry season. 

For transplanting purposes the fruit-stones should he sown in di’ills in 
the nurserj^ as soon as the fruit ripens, as a rule shortly before the rainy season 
commences. No shading is necessary, but the beds should be regularly watered 
and weeded. The seedlings ordinarily begin to appear in about two to three 
weeks. 

Transplanting may be carried out either in the first or in the second rainy 
season. In the former case small plants about 3 ot 4 in. high should be used, 

» the seedlings being separated and planted out during damp weather with 
roots and stems intact. If the plants are to be kept for a year in the nursery 
they should be separated and pricked out to about 9 in. apart in the first 
rains Avhile still small. Next rainy season they should be planted out with 
the stem pruned do\¥n to about 2 in. from ground-level, and the root trimmed 
to a length of about 1 ft. ; they stand this treatment well. Subsequently it 
maj?' be necessary to prune off surplus shoots springing from the stumped 
plants. For plantation purposes a spacing of 6 ft. by 6 ft. is ordinarily suitable. 

At Dehra Dun direct sowing in lines has proved much more successful than 
transplanting, and has given excellent results. Where irrigation is possible 
this stimulates growth, but unirrigated line sowings have also given very good 
• results, always provided the lines are kept regularly weeded. Items (8) to (18) 
of the statement under ' seedling ’ on p. 771 give some idea of the growth under 
different methods of sowing, and Figs. 295, 296, and 297 show line sowings in 
different stages. A distance of 10 to 12 ft. between lines and an interval of 
about 1 ft. between fruit-stones wiU be found sufficient., and 1 lb. of fruit- 
stones may be allowed roughly for 600 ft. of line. The stones can be most 
conveniently soto along a shallow furrow or dibbled in with the aid of a pointed 
stick, and lightly covered with earth in either case. Irrigated line vscwings are 
carried out in the manner described for irrigated sowings oi Dalbergia Sissoo 
(Vol. I, p. 306). Of unirrigated line sowings the most satisfactory are those 
carried out with the aid of field crops, but care should be taken to leave a width 
of about 2 ft. along the lines unsown with cereals, the latter being sown in the 
intervening spaces. If the field crops are sown continuously over the area the 
seedlings suffer from suppression during the first season, and may even be 
killed off if the cover is dense. In experiments carried out at Dehra Dun the 
crop employed was the lesser millet {Eleusine comcana), "which was sown in 
May, formed a dense crop 3 to 3| ft. high, and was reaped in October ; the lines 
oi Gmelina were mwn. in June. In line sowings along with field crops it is 
preferable to allow cultivation for a second year, the cultivator keeping the 
lines weeded, as this saves expense and serves to keep the ground clear of 
weeds for a longer period than if cultivation is done for one year only ; at the 
same time the longer cultivation is permitted the smaller the area which can* 
be planted annually by a given number of cultivators, and this may be a matter 
of importance if the area to be planted is large and the number of cultivators 
is limited. 

In sowings of any form certain supplementary operations are essential to 
success. Weeding is of great importance, and hence the advantage of sowing 
in regularly spaced lines. Weeding should commence during the first season, 
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and for the first year or two clean weeding with slight loosening of the soil 
stimulates growth where this is a matter of importance, as in dry localities : 
after the first year or two all that is necessary is to free the plants from over- 
head cover. During the first rainy season it is advisable to pull up duplicate 
seedlings and plant them to fill up gaps ; the pulling up of the surplus seedlings 
may be done in the ensuing dxy season, but it will then be impossible to utilize 
them for filling gaps. Thinnings to relieve congestion in the lines should 
commence about the third year if necessary, the strongest and best-shaped 
plants being retained and the weakly and badly shaped ones removed ; this 
operation is responded to by better growth. 

As regards the location of plantations, it cannot be emphasized too strongl}^ 
that plantations of Gmelina arborea can never pay unless rapid growth and 
fairly large dimensions are ensured. Plantations of this species therefore 
should never be made except on fertile soil in a climate at least moderately 
damp. Poor dry or shallow soil as well as badly drained clayey ground should 
be carefully avoided, as the plants will always remain stunted. Plantations 
formed in the dry climate of the Panch Mahals in Bombay, on dry somewhat 
sandy soil, have proved a complete failure, the plants remaining stunted or 
d}dng out altogether. On fertile loam in a fairly moist climate, however, 
plantations of this species, if properly formed and carefully tended, should 
be a source of considerable profit, as the wood cannot fail to command a good 
sale if placed on the market in regular annual quantities. 

Mr. C. G. E. Dawkins ^ has described some successful experiments in raising 
plantations of Qmelina arborea in the Katha district of Upper Burma. He notes 
that for transplanting purposes the seed should be sown in the nursery by the 
middle of May at the latest, and the seedlings should be transplanted when 
9 in. to 1 ft. in height, those which have grown too large being discarded. 
For transplanting in the cold season the seed should be sown in the nursery in 
September, and the seedlings should be transplanted in the end of October or 
the beginning of November, only the strongest plants being used. The great 
advantage of planting during the cold season, which gave 90 per cent, of success, 
is that the growth of grass is less luxuriant than during the rainy season, and 
the seedlings have the advantage of a good start. A successful plantation 
was formed in 1910 on a flat area with a strong growth of grass. This area 
was cleared in February, burnt in April, planted 6 ft. by 6 ft. about the 
end of May, and weeded once the following rainy season ; by November 
the plants were 4 to 5 ft. in height. Next rainy season the plantation was 
weeded once in July, after which no further weeding was found necessary, 
owing to the fact that the crowns had closed up and suppressed the grass. 
In 1918 the plantation was thinned heavily, and in January 1919 the remain- 
ing stems had an average girth of 11 in., the largest tree having a girth of 20 in. 
®and a height of 36| ft. ; there was marked dying off of side branches. An 
experimental plantation also proved highly successful, the field crop 

employed being hill rice ; it was found advisable, however, to sow the 
seeds late in order to prevent the rice from becoming suppressed. ^ ^ ^ 

These experiments included also direct sowing, good results being obtained 
both by dibbling and by broadcast sowing. Seed dibbled 6 ft. by 6 ft. in the 

1 Ind. Toxesteivxlv (1919),^p 
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middle of May, four or five seeds at each peg, resulted in a strong grovdli of 
plants, some of which reached a height of 11 to 12 ft. by the end of the rainy 
season, forming a complete canopy. Experimental broadcast sowing carried 
out in 1919 gave remarkable results. An abandoned tmmgya of 1917 was 
cleared of weed-growth and rather incompletely burnt in April 1918 ; next 
month the debris was removed, the soil w^as lightly raked, and seed w’^as sown 
broadcast, about 45 lbs. to the acre. This resulted in a thick pure crop of 
Gmelina seedlings which killed out the weeds, rendering weeding unnecessary ; 
in places the crop was 8 to 9 ft. high by October."' The total cost of establish- 
ing the plantation was onty Rs. 3-8-0 per acre, which could probably he reduced 
by employing only half the quantity of seed, spacing roughly 3 ft. apart, and 
sowing three seeds at each stake. 

These experiments included the mixing of Gmelina with teak, hut the 
former always became dominant and suppressed the teak. 

SiLVicuLTXJPvAL TREATMENT- TMs species is well adapted for treatment 
as coppice, the growth of which is rapid. The uncertainty of natural repro- 
duction renders it difficult to rely on any system of high forest producing 
regular yields of this timber except by the system of clear-felling with artificial 
reproduction. In this case it is probable that the best results will be attained 
by growing it in mixture with a shade-bearer of somewhat slower grovi^h, to 
act partly as a protection to the soil and partly as a means of preventing 
unnecessary branching in the Gmelina, which is somewhat prone to form low 
side branches unless drawn iip. 

Rate oe growth. The growth is fast. Gamble’s specimens averaged 
4 rings per inch of radius, giving a mean annual girth increment of 1*57 in. 
Gamble also mentions the following cross-sections in the Bengal museum : 
(1) 10 rings for a mean diameter of 10| in., or rather less than 2 rings per inch 
of radius, giving a mean annual girth increment of 3*3 in. ; (2) 27 rings for a 
diameter of 14 in., or nearly 4 rings per inch of radius, giving a mean annual 
girth increment of 1*63 in. A cross-section from the United Provinces in the 
silvicultural museum at Dehra Dun showed 35 rings for a girth of 3 ft. 9 in., 
giving a mean annual girth increment of 1*3 in., or less than 5 rings per inch 
of. radius. 

A plantation in the Pancli Mahals, Bombay, which had suffered much 
from drought, showed when six years old a maximum height and girth of 
IS ft. and 12 in. respectively, which is very fair considering the unsuitable 
climate. 

In the young experimental plantations of Dehra Dun, measurements of 
which have been given above under ' seedling the growth on the whole is 
probably unsurpassed by that of any of the numerous other species experi- 
mented with. The measurements already quoted in respect of young planta- 
tions in Katha, Upper Burma, also show remarkable growth. In this locality 
Mr. Dawkins found that seven naturally grown trees produced a mean girth 
of 4J ft. in twenty-one years, and he estimated that tended plantations would 
attain a mean girth of 6 ft., with about 100 stems per acre, in thirty years. 
A natural seedling in the forest near Kotdwara, United Provinces, which had 
a height of 5 ft. in January 1913, was remeasured in November 1916 and found 
to have a height of 22 ft. 
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Coppice growth is also rapid. A stool in a coupe fourteen years old in 
the Gorakhpur district, United Provinces, had produced three coppice-shoots 
42 ft. high and ? ft., 2 ft. 3 in., and 1 ft. 8 in. in girth respectively, while domi- 
nant sal coppice shoots near it had a maximum height of 35 ft., and averaged 
1 ft. 6 in. in girth. In the Koderma forest, Hazaribagh, Mr. Haines in 1916 
measured a coppice-shoot eleven years old with a girth of 1 ft. 6 in., the 
maximum girth o” sal coppice-shoots near it being 1 ft. 3 in. 

*3, VITEX, Linn. 

A genus containing about 15 Indian species of trees or shrubs with opposite 
digitately 3- or 5-foliate leaves ; it includes some useful timber trees. Silvi- 
culturally this genus has as yet received little study. 

Species 1, F. Negundo, Linn. ; 2. F. altissima, Linn. f. ; 3. F. pubescens, 
Vahl ; 4. F. pedmcnlaris, Wall. ; 5. F. Leucoxylon, Linn, f . ; 6. F. glabrata, 
R. Br. 

1. Yitex Xegundo, Linn. Vern. Shiwdli, Hind. ; Marwan, Pb. ; Nirgud, 
Mar. ; Nochi, Tam. ; Vavili, Tel. 

A deciduous shrub with 3- or 5-foliate leaves, very common, and often 
gregarious, throughout the greater part of India, extending into dry regions 
and ascending to 5,000 ft. in the outer Himalaya. Abundant in open waste 
places, and as a hedge plant along roads and between fields. It is a useful 
plant for afforestation work, producing root-suckers and growing readily from 
cuttings. It is not usually browsed. The twigs are used for wattle-work and 
rough basket-work. Growth, according to Gamble, 7 rings per inch of radius, 
giving a mean annual girth increment of 0*9 in. 

2. Yitex altissima, Linn. f. Vern. Bulgi, mairole, Kan. ; Mayilei, Tam, 

A large or very large tree with a dense crowm, quadrangular branchlets, 

and 3-foliate, rarely 5-foliate leaves. Bark grey, scaly, yellow and fibrous 
inside. Wood greyish browm, hard, close-grained, much in demand for build- 
ing, furniture, &c. The tree is an important one in western and southern 
India, and is common both in evergreen and in deciduous forests of the Western 
Ghats, as well as in open dry forest in parts of the Deccan and Travancore ; 
also in Ceylon. Flowers, April-May ; fruits, July-August. The fruit is a smalt 
purple drupe. The tree stands a moderate amount of shade, especially in 
youth ; it produces root-suckers. Growth, according to Gamble, 8 to 9 rings 
per inch of radius, giving a mean annual girth increment of 0*7 to 0-78 in. 

3 Yitex pubescens, Vahl. Syn. F. afftorea, Roxb. YeTm Nemali adtigu, 
Tel. ; Myladi, Tsi^m, ; Kyetyo, Burm. 

A moderate-sized to large tree with quadrangular branchlets and 3- or 
5-foliate leaves. Wood very hard and close-grained, durable and useful. 
Forests of southern India, extending north on the east side to Orissa ; Sylhet, 
Burma in upper mixed deciduous forests, Andamans. In southern India it is 
common chiefly along the banks of streams. Growth, according to Gamble, 
8 to 10 rings per inch of radius, giving a mean annual girth increment of 0*63 
to 0*78 in. 

A tree referred to by Mr, A. Rodger ^ under the name of kyungauknwe 
^ Working Plan for the Taganng Working Circle, Ruby Mines Division, 1912, pars. 14 and 15. 
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ill the forests of the Ruby Mnes district, Upper Burma, perhaps belongs to 
this species. He describes it as occurring on fertile slopes along with w’-eli- 
grown teak, Xylia dolabriformis, Terminalia tomentosa^ PHfocafpiis macro- 
carpus^ Anogeissiis acuminata^ Pentacme suavis, and other species, as well as 
various bamboos ; also in dry stunted forest on poor shallow soil mth Diospyros 
burnmnica, Terminalia Oliveri^ and the species already mentioned, teak being 
very scarce and of small size and the chief bamboo being Dendrocalamm 
strictus. 

Mr. G. R-. Jeffery ^ refers to this tree in the^same district in the following 
words : ^ Allied to teak and possessing many of the properties of teak, durable, 
light (floating in fresh water), even-grained but rarely attains sufficient 
dimensions or number to be worth extracting. Has a decided demand in 
Mandalay, which would be much greater were a regular supply obtainable. 
The tree has the appearance of a very slow growth and reproduction does 
not seem good.’ 

4. Vitex peduiicularis. Wall. Syn. V. alata, Roxb. Vern. Boruna^ Beng. ; 
Osai^ Ass. ; Kyetyo, pazin-nyo, Burm. 

A moderate-sized to large tree mth trifoliate leaves, the petioles being 
^vinged in young plants and coppice-shoots. Wood hard, close-grained, used 
for posts and beams, yokes, &c. A tree of the eastern sub-Himalayan tract, 
Assam, Ohota Nagpur, Orissa, and the Circars ; common in upper mixed and 
tropical forests in many parts of Burma. Haines says that in Chota Nagpur 
it occurs in Singhbhum and Gangpur, especially along streams, but also on 
northern rocky slopes, and that in Manbhum and Hazaribagh it is very common 
and attains large size on the northern slopes of Parasnath ; also in Koderma, 
Palamau, and the Santal Parganas (frequent). Plowers, March~June; fruits, 
August-September. The fruit is a small drupe with a 3- or 4-celled stone. 
Growth, according to Gamble, 6 to 8 rings per inch of radius, giving a mean 
annual girth increment of 0-78 to 1*05 in. 

5. Vitex Leucoxylon, Linn. f. Vern. Songarbi, Mar. ; Hole-lahhi, senhani, 
Kan. ; Lohhi, Tel. 

A small or large deciduous tree with a short thick trunk and .spreading 
crown. Bark smooth, light-grey. Wood light greyish brovm or pinkish, 
durable. Indian Peninsula from the Chanda district southwards, chiefly 
along banks of streams, Kanara and the Konkan. Flowers, February-March ; 
fruits, June (Bourdillon). 

6. Vitex glahrata, R. Br. Syn. F. Leucoxylon, Kurz. Vern. Goda, Beng. ; 

Burm. 

A large deciduous tree with 5-foliate leaves. Bark smooth, white. Wood 
grey, moderately hard, close-grained, durable, of good quality, used for cart- 
wheels. Assam, Chittagong, Burma, Andamans ; also in the Rajmahal hills, 
very local (Haines). This is a common and conspicuous tree in the upper 
mixed deciduous forests of Burma, and is also fairly common in certain types 
of lower mixed forest, preferring well-drained ground ; it is a common com- 
panion of the teak. Flowers, April-June ; fruits, June- July. The fruit is 
a drupe about 0-5 in. long. Growth, according to Gamble, averaging 6 rings 
per inch of radius, giving a mean annual girth increment of l-Oo in. 

^ Working Plan for the Hintha Working Circle, Bnby IMines Division, 1909, par. 13. 
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4. PREMNA, Linn. 

This genus contains over 30 Indian species of trees, shrubs, and climbers, 
of which none is of any great importance and many are rare. Silvicnltnrally 
the trees have not been studied in detail ; they may yet become important 
as furnishing close-grained woods suitable for the manufacture of bobbins. 

Species L P. ■tome?^^05a, Willd. ; 2. P. Wall. ; S. P.bengalensis^ 

Clarke ; 4, P, latifoUa, Bjoxh. 

1. Premna tomentosa, Willd. / Vern. Narvu, Tel. ; Podanganari, Tam,. 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree with branchlets and leaves densely 
steUate-tomentose. Bark light greyish brown. Wood smooth, close-grained, 
suitable for turning and carving (Gamble). Central and southern India ; 
common in the Deccan and in the drier parts of southern India. Blowers with 
the young leaves in March-April; fruits, June (Bourdillon). The fruits are 
small drupes arranged in terminal cymes. The tree is not readily browsed 
by goats. 

2. Premna pyraniidata. Wall. Syn. P. tomentosa, Kurz.. Vern. Kyunbo, 
hyunnalin, Bwcm. 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree with branchlets and under sides of 
leaves softly stellate-tomentose. Bark light greyish brown. Wood hard, 
close-grained, suitable for turning and carving. A tree common throughout 
Burma in dry and upper mixed deciduous forests. Growth, according to 
Gamble, 4 to 8 rings per inch of radius, giving a mean annual girth increment 
of 0*78 to 1-57 in. , 

3. Premna bengalensis, Clarke. , 

A small or moderate-sized tree, closely allied to P. pyramidata, and 
possibly not specifically distinct. Eastern sub-Himalayan tract, chiefly on 
river-banks, Assam. Growth, according to Gamble, 3 to 5 rings per inch of 
radius, giving a mean annual girth increment of 1*26 to 2*1 in. 

^ 4., Premna iatifolia, Roxb. Syn. P. viburnoides, Wall.; P. miicronata, 
Roxb. ' Yem. Bahafylihid. ' 

tree with thin light grey bark. Sub-Himalayan tract, 
Indian Peninsula, and Burma, chiefly in rather dry mixed deciduous for 
In the w-estern sub-Himalayan tract it is often found in the mixed forest 
which marks the transition stage between the riverain forest of A cacm 
and Dalhergia Sissoo, and the final stage of sal forest on the more elevated 
lands. In northern India the tree is leafless from Pebruary to April. The 
cor3rmbose inflorescences appear from April to June, and the fruit, a small 
drupe, ripens in the cold season. The remains of the infructescences persist 
on the trees long after the fruits fall. A cross-section in the silvicultural 
museum at Dehra Dun showed 43 rings for a girth of 2 ft. 11 in., giving a mean 
annual girth increment of 0*81 in. 

5. CALLICARPA, Linn. 

This genus consists mainly of shrubs, and the only species of some little 
interest is the following : 

Callicarpa arborea, Roxb. 

A small or moderate-sized tree with the branchlets, under sides of leaves, 
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and inflorescences densely tomentose with soft stellate hairs. W ood moderately 
hard, even-grained, resembling that of G7nelina (Gamble). The tree is a familiar 
one in the eastern sub -Himalayan tract, where it springs up readily on burnt 
savannah lands when they first come under fire-protection ; being a strong 
light-demander it soon becomes ousted by other trees. In Burma it comes 
up frequently in deserted tamigya lands. The corymbose cymes of small lilac 
or purple flowers appear from April to June, and the fruit, a small drupe, 
ripens from August to November or sometimes later. Grovdh, according to 
Gamble, 5 rings per inch of radius, giving a mean annual girth increment 
of 1-26 in. 

6. AVICENNIA, Linn. 

Avicennia officinalis, Linn. Syn. A. tomentom, Wall. White mangrove. 
Vern. Tiwar, Mar. ; Ipati, Kan. ; Baen, Sundarbans ; Madia, Tel. ; Thame, 
Burm. 

A large evergreen shrub or small tree of the mangrove swamps along the 
coasts and tidal creeks of India and Burma. It is one of the commonest of 
the Indian mangrove swamp species, growing gregariously, and often forming 
an extensive bushy growth, conspicuous from its grey foliage, and when in 
flower from its bright yellow inflorescences. In the Sundarbans it occurs in 
the inland parts of the littoral forest, and is characteristic of bhils, or moist 
depressions. It is common along the coasts of both sides of the Indian Peninsula 
as well as of Chittagong, Arakan, and Burma. In the Sittang estuary it some- 
times forms 60 to 70 per cent, of the stock, and reaches a height of 25-30 ft. 
with a girth of 2-3 ft. 

The wood has a peculiar structure, consisting of alternate layers of pore- 
bearing tissue and loose large-celled tissue without pores. It is brittle, and is 
used only as fuel, but in some localities it is an important fuel species. 

The panicled heads of yellow flowers appear from March to June, and the 
fruit ripens from August to October. The fruit is a compressed ovoid one - 
seeded capsule 1-1*5 in. long, dehiscing into two thick valves. The large 
fleshy cotyledons fill the fruit. The seeds germinate immediately they fall, 
or even on the tree. A thick densely hairy hypocotyl elongates, from the 
lower end of which a number of rootlets appear, the shoot being produced from 
its upper end. 

The seeds are buoyant, and are thus able to spread by the agency of 
water ; about October the tidal creeks are often full of the large seeds floating 
on the surface of the water, and most of this seed will be found to be germinating. 
To collect the seed for artificial reproduction, the best method is to drag with 
a small net, and throw the seed into a canoe, partly filled with w^ater, -which 
should then proceed straight to where the seed is to be scwti, the seed being 
sown without delay. In Madras it is usual to sow the seed broadcast, the best 
time being between new moon and full moon, when the tides are lowest; 
the sowing is done when the tide has run out and there is no w-ater on the 
ground, otherwise there is danger of the seed floating aw^ay.^ 

Under favourable conditions the tree regenerates freely from seed. The 
necessary conditions appear to be frequent flooding and absence of dense low 

1 Working Plan for the Ooninga Reserved Porest, Godavari District, H. P. Wood, 1902. 
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cover, which the seedMngs do not tolerate. Thus a lowering of the watei- 
level results in a cessation of reproduction, while a dense growth of Acanthus 
ilicifoliuSj prevalent in some localities, tends to kill out the seedlings. The 
tree does not coppice well. Its lateral roots spread in all directions through 
the mud in which it grows, and send up a plentiful crop of pneumatophores : ‘ 
Mr. A. W. Lushington has observed that in the Kistna mangrove forests these 
ultimately develop leaves and become trees. ^ This has not been recorded in 
any other locality, but in view of the poor coppicing power of the species it 
is a question of importance which requires further investigation in different 
localities. 

7. LANTANA, Linn. 

This genus contains about 50 species of tropical or sub -tropical shrubs, 
chiefly American. The only indigenous Indian species is L, indica, Roxb. (Syn. 
L, dubia, Wall.), a pubescent unarmed shrub -with light purple, yellow or 
white, almost scentless flowers, found throughout the greater part of India. 
The plant known in India as the lantana, which has spread with alarming 
results over extensive tracts of country, is L, aculeata, Linn,, a species intro- 
duced from tropical America. 

Lantana aculeata, Linn. Syn. L. Camara, Linn. 

A shrub with recurved prickles on the stems and branches, leaves with 
a strong odour of black currants when crushed, and orange-coloured flowers. 
The fruits are small blackish drupes and are readily devoured by birds and by 
squirrels, rats, jackals, and other animals, and the seeds are spread far and 
wide by their agency. The flowers and fruits are produced in great abundance 
at most seasons of the year. The shrub forms a very dense impenetrable 
growth many feet high, the prickly branches interlacing and forming a close 
network, while under luxuriant conditions of growth the plant becomes 
scandent, climbing into the crowns of trees. 

A native of tropical America, lantana is said to have been first introduced 
into India as an ornamental and hedge plant in the first half of last century. 
It has since spread over a large part of southern India and over some other 
portions .of the Peninsula, notably Berar and parts of Bombay. More recently 
it has become invasive in certain parts of northern India, for instance in the 
bhabar tmct round Haldwani in the United Provinces and in the outskirts of 
Dehra Dun. It has spread to a considerable extent in the neighbourhood of 
Shillong, and unless kept in check is likely to extend throughout the Khasi 
and Jaintia hiUs. It has also succeeded in gaining a foothold in some parts of 
Burma, and indeed wherever conditions are at all favourable to its growth it 
spreads with alarming rapidity, and areas which in one year may contain only 
a few bushes sparsely dotted about will often become covered with a dense 
impenetrable mass of lantana within the space of a few years. Grazing-grounds 
thus become ruined in a short space of time, since the dense growth not only 
prevents the access of cattle, but also kills out grass. The plant is not readily 
browsed by cattle; goats and camels occasionally nibble the very young 
leaves, but only when there is no other fodder at hand. Horses have been 
observed to eat it. The plant flourishes under varying climatic conditions, 

i Inspection Notes, 1910. 
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from moist regions where the rainfall exceeds 200 in. to comparatively dry 
localities where it is as low as 30 in. It flourishes equally well on flat and on 
hilly ground, and on a variety of soils, including poor gravel and laterite. 
The plant is light-loving, hut will grow under moderate shade. It is very 
tenacious of life, coppicing vigorously and producing root-suckers, w’^hich 
necessitates very thorough uprooting to prevent the reappearance of shoots. 
It regenerates freely from seed, and a severe fire or a succession of fires is 
necessary to prevent seedlings appearing in profusion. It burns readily, even 
when green, and after a fire it recovers rapidly, soon becoming as dense as ever. 

Nowhere has the lantana become so troublesome as in the south-w'estern 
portion of the Indian Peninsula, in Coorg, parts of Mysore, the Nilgiris, and 
elsewhere. In Coorg alone the estimated areas of different classes of land 
infested by lantana in 1912 were : private land, 70,400 acres, of which 3S,000 
acres had been cleared ; Government waste land, 40,000 acres : reserved 
forests, 74,000 acres. An extensive scheme for eradicating lantana over an 
area of 63,200 acres in reserved forests and other Government lands in Coorg 
was drawn up in 1914, but owing to the outbreak of war in that year the 
scheme was held in abeyance. This scheme, extending over a period of eleven 
or twelve years, was estimated to cost Rs. 4,40,000. This figure indicates 
the magnitude of the task involved in dealing with the pest once it spreads, 
and the necessity for eradicating it as soon as it makes its appearance in any 
locality and before it gets out of control. So serious has the lantana question 
become in Coorg that it has led to the passing of a special enactment entitled 
The Coorg Noxious Weeds Eegulation, 1914. 

The eradication of lantana in Coorg has been the subject of detailed 
experiment by Mr. H. Tireman, who has published an interesting paper on 
the subject.^ The most practicable method so far evolved is to burn the 
lantana about February or March, cut it about a foot above ground, roll the 
cut material away from the stumps and burn it, the stumps being then dug 
up at the commencement of the rainy season when the ground is soft ; the 
1q.nt.fl.na. is shallow-rooted, and in many cases the stumps can be puUed up by 
hand in soft ground. Uprooting of the regrowth is necessary for two or some- 
times three or four years after the first cutting. The average cost of the work 
is Rs. 7 to Rs. 8 per acre for the principal clearing, or where the lantana is 
exceptionally dense as much as Rs. 12 per acre. For uprooting the regrowth 
the cost varies from 12 annas to Rs. 1-8-0 per acre in the second year, and is 
about 6 annas in the third year, and slightly less in the fourth year. 

In parts of Madras elephants have been trained to pull up lantana, the 
full-grown animals pulling the shrubs up by curling their trunks round them, 
and the younger ones pulling at a chain at the end of which is a hook fixed 
into the roots of the shrub ; this operation, however, requires to be followed 
by a further eradication by hand, repeated at intervals. In practice the use 
of elephants is possible only on a limited scale. 

The question of destroying lantana or preventing its spread by the aid of 
natural insect enemies, both indigenous and introduced, is under investigation, 
but the introduction of foreign insect enemies, such as the Agromyza fly, 
which destroys lantana seed in the Hawaiian Islands, is a measure requiring 

^ Ind* I’orestex, xlii (1916), p. 385. 
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to be carried out with great caution owing to the danger of the insect spreading 
to other host plants of valuable species. 

Although the^ lantana is a serious pest under many conditions; it is not 
always to be regarded as devoid of good qualities of any kind. Outside forest 
tracts the principal charges against it are that unless kept in check, often at 
considerable cost, it quickly overruns and monopolizes waste lands, grazing- 
grounds, cultivated land left fallow for a short time, and coffee and other 
plantations, and owing to the^igh cost of eradicating it it is a serious check 
to the spread of cultivation ; in the neighbourhood of cultivated or village 
lands it harbours pigs, which destroy the cultivators’ crops, and dangerous 
carnivora, which devour his cattle ; round stations, cantonments, and villages 
it creates insanitary conditions. 

Within the forest its effects vary to some extent with the class of forest 
concerned. In deciduous forests if fire enters a lantana-infested tract, which 
it is almost certain to do periodically, the conflagration is so intense that trees 
of all sizes may be killed outright, and immense damage to the crop may 
result. It is quite impossible to extinguish a fire raging through a thick growth 
of lantana, and two or three years after a severe fire the weed is as dense and 
luxuriant as ever, and profits by the opening of the overhead canopy. Again, 
natural reproduction of the light-demanding species, which are often the most 
valuable species, is effectually checked. Even sandal seedlings cannot survive 
long under a really dense crop of lantana. Still, when the lantana is removed 
in the manner described above, natural reproduction of tree species comes 
up plentifully on the cleared areas ; lantana undoubtedly enriches the soil, 
and forms a clean germinating bed very favourable to natural reproduction 
when light is admitted. Mr. Tireman, in his paper already referred to, gives 
instances of profuse reproduction of Anogeissus latifoUa on lantana areas 
from which the weed has been cleared after repeated burning, while teak, 
Dalbergia latifoUa, Pterocarpm Marsupium, and other valuable species also 
regenerate freely on such areas. 

Although fires are not so liable to occur in the evergreen as in the deciduous 
forests of southern India, they do sometimes take place in the former in dry 
37'ears, and the damage done may be considerable owing to the susceptibility 
of the evergreen species to injury ; in the event of fire an undergrowth of 
lantana may therefore prove to be a serious menace. On the other hand, 
although lantana persists in evergreen forest, it does not become luxuriant 
when the canopy is dense and may in time be killed out, while seedlings of the 
shade-bearing evergreen species are better able to establish themselves under 
its cover than those of the more light-demanding deciduous species. Thus 
except for the danger of fire, which is not always present, lantana in ever- 
green forests is not, as a rule, the serious pest which it may become in deciduous 
forests. 

Although a serious scourge under many conditions, there are cases where 
the effects of lantana are beneficial to the forest. Owing to its soil-improving 
capacity it is a useful plant on poor shallow rocky soil. Where not too dense 
it may serve as a useful nurse to valuable species, and instances have been 
noted where it has been of considerable help in the establishment of sandal 
reproduction ; it is sometimes held that lantana is connected with the spike 
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disease of sandal, a question which is discussed under Santalwm album. So 
far as the forest is concerned, in areas where it has already monopolized the 
ground, the problem to be solved is how best to take advantage of its beneficial 
qualities and to minimize its injurious effects. Complete eradication over 
large areas is certainly a most expensive operation, but it may be justified in 
order to prevent the further spread of the pest, or where the risk of damage 
by fire is very serious, that is, where the forest crop is a sufficiently valuable 
one, for it may be regarded as almost certain that a lantana-infested area will 
be overrun with fire sooner or later. In Coorg, at aU events, the forest manage- 
ment aims at a vigorous war of extermination against the lantana. On the 
other hand, the eradication of lantana over definite coupes annually, combined 
with the complete restocking of the areas taken in hand with valuable species 
by natural and artificial means, would be a satisfactory method of taking 
advantage of the special qualities of the lantana as an aid to reproduction. 
Apart from the question of fire, however, objection might be taken to partial 
eradication of this kind on the ground that the uncleared portions of the forest 
will remain centres of infection to cultivated lands in the neighbourhood or 
to recently felled coupes in the forest. The matter still requires much study, 
particularly in the direction of ascertaining the conditions of light and other 
factors under which lantana is unable again to take possession of the ground 
when it has once been eradicated and where its presence is undesirable. The 
planting or underplanting of an existing forest crop with heavy-foliaged 
species under which the lantana cannot thrive, is indicated as a possible 
subject for experiment. Ficus elastica has been tried for this purpose in 
Madras, but the successful establishment of this tree was not effected, and 
the experiment came to nothing. Mr. Tireman notes that the castor-oil plant 
checks the growth of the lantana considerably, but does not kill it. 

Suggestions have been made that the lantana might be utilized com- 
mercially for the distillation of essential oil from its leaves or perfume from 
its flowers ; there may be possibilities in this direction. It is already used to 
some extent as fuel by villagers, but the amount consumed is negligible com- 
pared with the enormous quantities available. 
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tomentosa, Boxb., 647. 

Bregea volubilis, Benth., ^12, 

Bxjabanga, Ham., 605. 

soimeratioides, Ham., 605, 

EBENAGEAE, 646. 

Ehbetia, Linn., 682. 

acuminata, E.Br., 683 . 
aspera, Boxb., 682. 

Benth,, 682. 
laeYis, 682. 

serrata, Boxb., 683. 

EBICAGEAE, 633. 

Eriobotrya japonica, LMl., 487. 
/^nCALYPTUS, L’Herit., 556. 
acmenoides, Bclimer, 568. 
aipina, Lindl., 568. 
amygdalina, Ldbill., 6QS. 

Andre wsi, Maide7i, 569. 

Baileyana, F. v. Jf., 569-. 
bicoior, A. 569. 

botryoides, S^nith, 569. 
calophylla, R.Br., 569, 

Cambagei, Deane and Maiden, 570. 
oapiteUata, Sm., 570. 
cinerea, F. v. M., 570. 
citriodora, Hook., 579. 
coccifera, Hook, f., 569. 
coriacea, A, Cunn., 570. 
corymbosa, S^nith, 571. 
corynocalyx, F, ik Jf., 571. 
crebra, P. v, M., 571. 
delegatensis, R. T. Baker, 572, 

Schauer, 572. 
eugenioides, Sieber, 572, 
eximia, Schaue7% 572, 
ficifolia, F. v. M., 572. 
foecunda, Schaue}', 572. 

Globnlus, Labill., 573. 


Eucalyptus {co^itnmed) : 

gompliocephala, DO., 577.- 
goniocalyx, F. v. if., 577. 

Gnnnii, Hook., 577. 
haemastoma, Smith, 578. 
hemiphloia, F. v. M., 578. 
•Edrtoniana, F. v. M., 578. 
Leucoxyion, P. v. if., 578. • 
longifolia, Lmh a^id Otto, 579. 
Macarthuri, Dearie a7id Maide^i, 579, 
macrandia, P. v. if., 579, 
macrocarpa, Hook., 579. 
maerorrhyncha, P. v. M., 579. 
maculata, Hook., 579. 

Maideni, P. v. if., 580. 
marginata, Smith, 580. 
melanopbloia, P. v. if., 581. 
melliodora, A. Gunn., 581. 
microcorys, P. v. if., 581, 
miniata, Gunn., 581. 

Muelleriana, Howett, 581. 
obcordata, Turcz, 581, 
obliqua, UHerit., 582. 
obtusifolia, DC., 590. 
occidentaiis, Endl., 582. 
paniculata, Sinith, 582. 

. patentinervis, R. T. Baker, 582. 
pauciflcyra, Sieb., 570. 
pilnlaris, 582. 

piperita, 583. 

Pianchoniana, P. v. if., 583. 
Platypus, Hook., 6^1. 
ptychocarpa, P. v. Jf., 583. 
pulvernlenta, Sims., 583. 
punctata, DO., 5^2. 
redunca, Schauer, 583. 
regnans, E. v. M., 568, 584. 
resinifera, Smith, 584. 
robusta. Smith, 584. 
rostrata, Schlecht, 585. 
rubida, Dearie and Maiden, 585, 
rudis, PwfZ., 586. 
saligna, 586. 

sideropbloia, Benth., 587. 
Sideroxylon, A. Gmin., 5S1. 
Sieberiana, P. v. if., 587. 

Smitlhi, R. T. Baker, 588. 
stellulata, Sieh., 588. 
stricta, Sieb., 590. 

Stuartiana, P. v. if., 588. 
tereticornis, Smith, 588. 
trachypbloia, F. v. if., 589. 
umbra, R. T. Balcer, 589. 
mnigera, Hoo/c./., 589. 
viminalis, Labill., 589. 
virgata, Sidb., 590. 

Eugenia, Linn., 548. 
formosa, Wall., ^4S. 

Heyneana, TO?., 549. 

Jambolana, Lam., 549. 

Jambos, Lem., 556. 
opercnlata, Poa:&., 555. 

EaGeaea, Thunb., 676. 
fragrans, 676. 

Eeaxinus, Linn., 656. 
excelsior, L^m., 657. 
floribrnida, IFa??., 656. 

GriffitMi, Clarke, 656. 

H ookeri, Wemig, 657. 
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Fraxinus {coyiiinued) : 

micrantiia, Lingekh.^ 656. 
MoorcrofUmia, Brandis, 658. 
xanthoxyloides, Wall,, 658. 

Funtiimia elastica, Btapf, 663. 

Gardenia, Linn., 628. 
coronaria. Ham., 629. 
■erytliroclada,, Kii^rz, 629. 
gnminifera, Linn., 628, 
latifoiia, Aiton, 628. 
lucida, Roxb., 628. 
obtnsifolia, Roxb., 629. 
sessiiiflora, Wall., 629. 
turgida, Roxb., 629, 
uUginosa, Eetz., 632. 

MELINA, Linn., 769. 
arborea, Linn., 769, 

HAU^IAMELIDACEAE, 491. 

^ABDWICKIA, Eoxb., 339. 

339. 

pimiata, Roxb., 361. 

Holarehena, E.Br., 664. 

antidysenterica, Wall., 664. 
Codaga, G. Don, 664. 

Homalktm, Jacq., 611. 

tomentosnm, Benth., 611. 

Hymenodict YON, Wall . , 625 . 
excelsiim, IfaZL, 625. 
thyrsiflorum, Wall., 625, 
utile, Wight, 625, 

Ichnocarpus frntescens, R.Br., 663. 

Inga dulcis, Willd., 485. 

/^Oi^AiVJDjeA, Wight, 636. 

Justicia AdMtoda, Lhin., 694; 


Mimosa dulcis, Boxb., 485. 

„ dumosa, Roxb., 459. 

„ ebuniea, Roxb., .462. 

„ elata, Roxb., 476. 

„ leucophloea, Roxb., 444. 

,, odoratissima. Roxb., 479. 

amiOSEAE, 389. 

jVIimusops, Lum., 637. 

Elengi, Limi., 637. 
hexancira, Roxb., 638. 
hidicii, A. DC., 638, 
littoralis, Kurz, 649. 

Mitragi/na parvi folia, Ivorth., 621. 

MYRSINACEAE, 636. 

MYRTACEAE, 548. 

Nauclea, Lum., 624. 

Cadamba, Roxb., 614. 
cordifolia, Willd., 616, 
parvifolia, Willd., 621. 
rotU7idifolia, Roxb., 624. 
sessilifolia, Roxb., 624. 

Nyctanthes, Liim., 661. 
Arbor-tristis, Limi., 661. 

Olba, Linn., 658. 

cuspidata. Wall., 658. 
dioica, Roxb., 660. 
europaea, Linn., 661. 
ferruginea, Royle, 658. 
glandnlifera, Wall., 660. 

OLEACEAE, 656. 

Opuntia, Mill., 612. 

Dillenii, Haw., 612. 
spinosissima, Mill., 612. 

Oroxylum, Y%it., 691. 
indicum, Vent., 691. 



Eandelia, Wight and Arn., 503. 
Rheedii, TF. and A., 503. 

Kiokxia, Blnme, 663. 

Lagersteoemia, Lum., 593. 
Flos-Reginae, Retz., 598. 
hypoleuca, Kurz, 604, 
lanceolata, Wall., 602. 
macrocarpa, Kurz, 604. 
mic7'ocarpa, Wight, 602. 
parviflora, Roxb., 593. 
speciosa, Pers,, 598. 
tomentosa, Presl., 601. 

Landolphia, Beauv., 663. 

Lantana, Liim., 780. 
aculeata, Lmw., 780. 

Camara, Linn., 780. 
dubia, Wall., 780, 

'Mica, Roxb., 780. 

Leucaena, Benth., 486. 
glaiica, Beiitlh., 486. 

LOGANIACEAE, 673. 

Lijmnitzera, Willd., 548. 
racemosa, Willd., 548. 

LYTHRACEAE, 593, 

Marsdenia Roylei, Wight, 673. 

„ tenacissima, IF. a^id A., 673. 
Millingtonia, Limi. 1, 692. 
hortensis, Linn.f., 692. 

Mimosa amara, Roxb., 483. 

„ a7nbim, Lam., 419. 

„ Catechu, Linn., 447. 


Padus corjmta, Carr., 488. 

Palaquium Giitta, Burch, 636. 

„ oblongifolium, Burch, 636. 

„ pustulatum, 636. 

Parameria glandnlifera, Benth., 663. 

Parrotia, C. k. Meyer, 496. 
Jacqnemontiana, Dene., 496. 

Payena, a. DC., 636. 

Leerii, Kurz, 636. 

Pentaptera Arjuna, Roxb., 530. 

Phlogacanthes, Nees, 694. 
thyrsiflorus, Nees, 694:. 

PiERis, D. Don, 635. 

ovalifolia, D. Don, 635. 

PiPHECOLOBiUM, Martins, 485. 
dvdcG, Benth., 4S6. 

Samaii, 485. 

Planchonia, B1., 592. 

andamanica, King, 592. 

Poinoiana, Liim., 337. 
elata, Limi., 338. 
regia, Bojer, 337. 

Premna, Linn., 778. 

bengalensis, Clarke, 778. 
latifoiia, Roxb., 778. 
mucronata, Roxb., 778. 
pyramidata. Wall., 778. 
tomentosa, Willd., 778. 
tomentosa, Kurz, 778. 

- uiburnoides, Wall., 778. 
^;^ROSOPis, Liim., 389. 

< glanduloaa, Torr., 399. 
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Pbosopis {contimted ) : 
juliflora, DC., 399, 
pallida, H. B. afid K., 399. 
spicigera, Limi., 389. 

Petjnus, Linn., 487.^ 

Amygdaliis, BailL, 487. 
armeniaca, Linn,, 487. 

Cerasus, Linn., 487. 
communis, Muds., 487. 
nepalensis, HooJc.f,, 490, 

Padus, Linn., 488. ^ 

persica, Benth. mid Hook, f., 487. 
Puddum, Boxh., 487. 

PuNiGA, Linn., 610. 

Granatum, 610. 

Pyeus, Linn., 490. 

communis, 487. 

Malus, Z/wm., 487. 

Pasbia, Ham,, 490. 
mriolosa. Wall., 490. 

Randia, Linn., 632. 

dumetorum, Lam., 632. 
lo 7 igispi'm, DC., 632. 
malabarica, Lam., 632. 
nutans, DC., 632. 
tetrasperma, i2pa;&., 632. 
uliginosa, DC., 632. 

Rhizophoea, Linn., 500. 
conjugata, Linn., 501. 
inucronata, Lam., 500. 

RHIZOPHOEACEAE, 496. 

Rhododendeon, Linn., 633. 
arboreuin, 8m., 633. 

Rosa Lescbenaultiana, If. and A., 487. 

„ moschata, Mill., 487. 

ROSACEAE, 487. 

RUBIACEAE, 613. 

Rubus lasioearpus, 8m., 487. 

Salvadoea, Linn., 662. 
mdra, Wight, 663. 
oleoides, Dcwe., 662. 
persica, Linn., 663. 

Planch., 663. 

SALVADORACEAE, 662. 

SAMYDACEAE, 610. 

SAPOTACEAE, 636. 

Saeaca, Linn., 362. 
indica, I/wm., 362. 

Sarcocephalus Cadamha, Kurz, 614. 

SCHEEBBEA, Roxb., 662. 

swietenioides, 662. 

SoNNEEATiA, Linn. 1, 608. 
acida, 609. 

alba, 8mit7b, 609. 
apetala. Ham., 608. 

Griffithii, 609. 

8pathodea xylocarpa, T. And., 689. 

Stephegyne, Eorth,, 621. 
diversifolia, Hpofe. /., 624. 
parvifolia, 621. 

Steeeospeemum, Cham., 684. 
cheionoides, DC., 688. 
neuranthum, Kurz, 691. 
suaveolens, DO., 684. 
xylocarpum, Benth. and Hooh. f., 689. 

Steobilanthes, Blume, 694. 
alatus, Kees, 695. 
atropurpureus, Nees, 695. 


Steobilanthes {continued ) : 
auriculatus, Nees, 694. 
barbatus, Nees, 695. 
callosus, Hee^, 695. 

Dalhousianus, Clarke, 695. 
divaricatus, T. And., 695. 

•foliosuSjZP. Awd., 694. 

Kunthianus, T. Awd., 694. 
pectinatus, Z’. 694 

perfoliatus, Z’. And., 695. 
rufescens, T. And., 695. 

86881118 ,^ 665 , 695 . 

Wallichii, A'ee^, 695. 

Steychnos, Linn., 673. 

Nux-blanda, A. If. Hill, 674. 

Nux- vomica, Linn., 673. 
potatorum, Lmn./., 676. 

^ ^AMAB.m-niTS . Linn., 362. 
indic a, Linn., 362. 

TbcomaTJuss., 693. 

undulata, 0. Don, 693. 

Tecomella undulata, 

Tectoka, Linn, f., 697. 

grandis, D^’nn./., 697. 

TEEMmALiA,, Linn., 507. 

Arjuna,^Hedd., 530. 
belerica, Boxh., 507. 
bialata, ^8^end62, 537. 

Catappa, Linn., 534. 

Chebula, Betz., 511. 

W. and A:, 530. 

myriocarpa, Heurck. and Muell. Arg., 532. 

Oliver!, Brandis, 537. 

paniculata, Both, 534. 

procera, Rox^., 534. 

pyrifolia, Kurz, 537. 

tomen^e^Za, Kurz, 511. 

tomentosa, W. and A., 514. 

Teteameles, R.Br., 612. 
nudiflora, B.Br., 612. 

Urceola esculenta, DenZ/i., 663, 

Vachellia Farnesiana, W. and A., 462. 

Vallaris Heynei, /Sjornigr., 663. 
VERBEKACEAE, 697. 

ViTEX, Linn., 776. 
aZato, Roxb., 777. 
altissima, Dmn./., 776. 
arhorea, Roxb., 776. 
glabrata, D.Dr., 777. 

Leucoxylon, Linn.f., 777. 

Leucoxylon, 'Kmz, 117 . 

Negundo, Linn., 776. 
peduncularis, TfaZZ., 777. 

];)^^^®®cens,- Vahl, 776. 

Wexdlaxdia, Barth, 628. 

exserta, DO., 628. 

WooDEOEDL-i, Saiisb., 609. 

floribunda, Salisl)., QOd. 

Weightia, R.Br., 668. 
mollissima. Wall., 668. 
tinctoria, B.Br., 671. 
tomentosa, Bomi. and 8cli., 668. 
Wallichii, A. DC., 668, 

Xylia, Benth., 402. 

dolabriformis, Benth., 402. 
xylocarpa {Boxh.), Hole, 413. 
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